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Gap narrows on eve of Wirral by-election 
but not enough to rescue the Tories 


JOHN HOUUHAN 


inm 


the Blue 


LABOUR goes into the Wirral 
South by-election today with 
the confidence bom of its 
continued commanding opin¬ 
ion poll lead over the 
Conservatives. 

A MORI poll for The Times 
shows support for the party at 
52 per cent, down three points 
since late January, while die 
Tories have gained (ate point 
to 31 per cent Hie Liberal- 
Democrats are unchanged at 
11 percent 

The narrowing of the lab¬ 
our advantage from 2S ter 21 
points is of little comfort for 
| the Tories, however, since the 
alead has tended to fluctuate in 
-Sr his range . from month to 
jg&antfr. Moreover, no parly 
rapks ever reversed such a big 
i&ap in the daring weeks 
■fbefore a general election. 
There are now only nine 
weeks unifrtfre probabtepoU- 
ing date of May 1; at the same 
stage before thel987 contest, 
the Tories were comfortably in 
the kad and they were virtual¬ 
ly leyetpegging in 1992. 

Tory leaders have largely 
written off todays by-election 
as a protest vote AH polls 
taken in the constitumcy have . 
pointed to a comfortable Lab¬ 
our victory in the seat which 
the late Barry Porter held for 


By Peter Riddell 

Q Howwouldyouvotelf 
there were a general 


the Conservatives with a ma¬ 
jority of 8J83. The two. MORI 
poDs taken in the constituency 
during die campaign inflate 
that p» these who 
voted Toiy in 1992 have 
switched directly to Labour. 

Robin Cook, Shadow For¬ 
eign Secretary, told a rally last 
night that a Labour victory 
would “be a blast that will 
bring down a tottering Tbiy 
Govern m ent ” - and fee dis¬ 
counted suggestions ihat the 
seat would return to the Con¬ 
servatives at the general elec- 


Back to the future 


Safe 

Deposit ^ 



By Andrew Pierce 

LEADING, figures from the 
Thatcher years are being 
brought back to the frontline 
to bolster the Conservative 
general election campaign. 

Lord Parkinson, the former 
party chairman who is recog* 
nised as one of the Tories' best 
communicators, will return to 
play a prominent role on the 
television and radio. And Sir 
Ronald Millar—author of the 
phrase “You turn if you want 
to, the Lady's not for turning". 
— will be a key figure in Mr 
Majors speechwritmg team. 

Jonathan Hfil, Nicholas 
True and Michael Dobbs are 
also being brought back after 


Moynihan wins 
claim to tide 

Colin Moynihan, the former 
sport*: minister, has claimed 
victory over die rix-yearold 
son of a FOipina beUydancer 
i in the legal battle to succeed 
the third Lord Moynihan. the 

peer who financed his colour- 
* lifestyle with .massage, 
parlours in Manila.—Page 3 


a spell away from the political 
maelstrom. Mr MB was Mr 
Major’S first political secre¬ 
tary at Downing Street. Mr 
True an early speechwriter. 
and Mr Dobbs was Norman 
retort's chief of staff at Cen¬ 
tral Office inJ987. 

Conservative veterans be¬ 
lieve that Mr Major must lay 
dawn a strict command struc¬ 
ture or face a rerun of the 
differences that threatened to 

^The Prime Minister" will 
have an office at Central Office 
where hewillbe briefed on the 
newspapers each morning. 
But he w3i not attend the 
strategy meetings chaired by 
Brian Mawhmney. 


lion. The Wirral would ^how 
Britain the way to the future, 
hesaicL . 

The Tories hope, however, 
that the rest of the country will 
have forgotten about Wirral 
South by May 1. The main 
: poritrve indicator for the party 
is that people are more 
' confident about die economy 
and as optimistic as they were 
before the party's last three 
. Section victories. 

. : The MORI economic opti¬ 
mism index, measuring the 
number who think that the 
general economic condition of 
tte country will improve rath¬ 
er than getworse over the nod 
12 months, now stands at plus 
two points. That compares 
with an even balance at the 
end of January and is the best 
rating since last August 

But any credit that die 
Tories are receiving over their 
running of the economy zpp-.. 
ears tobe offeet by the broader 
“time far a change” mood. The 
latest poll shows no improve-, 
ment in the Government’s 
approval rating. More than 
two-thirds of the public re¬ 
main dissatisfied with the way . 
the Government is running 
die country, with a fifth 
satiafied. “ _ . 

John Major’s own rating is,, 
however, recovering, particu¬ 
larly among Tory supporters. 
More than a third of the 
people questioned are now 
satisfied with the way he is 
doing his fob as Prime Minis¬ 
ter while just under three- 
fifths are dissatisfied. 

Tony Blair’s personal rating 
remains positive with just 
under a half the public satis¬ 
fied with the way he is doing 
his job as Labour leader and a 
third dissatisfied. Paddy 
Ashdown has remained more 
popular than his party. Some 
44 per cent are satisfied with 
tiie way he is doing his fob and 
24 per cent are dissatisfied. 
MORI interviewed a represen¬ 
tative quota sample of 1J940 
adults at 174 sampling points 
across Britain between Febru¬ 
ary 21 and 24. Data, were 
weighted to match the profile 
of the population. 



Maggie Mash, an announcer for Yorkshire Television, with the text of die mental arithmetic test yesterday 

The voice children will dread 


By David Charter and Glen Owen 


A GENERATION of school- 
children may cone to dread 
the voice of Maggie Mash, but 
not for tiie Yorkshire Tele¬ 
vision announcer’s introduc¬ 
tion of the latest episode of 
Emmerdale. 

Ms Mash has been chosen 
to read aloud the first mental 
arithmetic tests far 11 and 14- 
year-okls. details of which 
were announced by the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority yesterday. 

The country’s 24,000 
schools are being sent sample 
questions and a tape of Ms 
Mash reading the 20-mimite 
test; giving children between 
fiveand 15 seconds to work out 
answers in their heads to 28 
questions. 

Up to half a million 14-year- 
olds will hear her voice de¬ 
manding a response within 
ten seconds to questions such 
as: “Write, as a decimal, seven 
divided by twenty-five." 

Ms Mash, a mother-of- 
three. yesterday came top of a 
class of politicians, academics 
and celebrities tested on the 


questions for 14-year-olds by 
The Times, even though she 
gave up mathematics after 
passing ‘O’ level in the mid- 
1960s. She tied, with a score of 
eight, with Sir Rhodes Boy son. 
former headmaster and Edu¬ 
cation Minister. 

This may owe something to 
her narrative technique. Be- 





V was so relieved It 
wasn't Jeremy 
Paxman I forgot to 
answer the questions” 


fore she recorded the 20- 
minute test, she tried to work 
out all the answers. “You try 
when you are doing some¬ 
thing Idee that to understand 
what you are saying." 

The continuity announcer, 
who has worked for Yorkshire. 
Television for eight years, 
delivers the questions in mea¬ 
sured standard English. She 
said she hoped she would not 
scare any of the children. 

“I hope 1 sound reassuring, 
that is what i was trying to be, 
not frightening or alarming in 
any way. 3 was trying to be as 
approachable as possible,* she 
said 

“It was a bit tricky towards 
the last two or three. I would 
have needed an aspirin to do 
them any faster," Sir Rhodes 
commented after the test 
“This is an extremely good 
idea. Maths tests are the best 
way of finding out whether 
someone is bright or not, and 
mental arithmetic is as essen¬ 
tial as ir has ever been. 
Without the ability id do sums, 
a child is handicapped for 


life,” he said. “As a return to 
old-fashioned methods 1 give it 
ten our of ten." 

Hot on Ms heels was Profes¬ 
sor Michael Barber, dean of 
new initiatives at the Institute 
of Education and chairman of 
the Labour Party's liieracy 
task force. He scored seven. 

“This is an excellent idea,” 
said Professor Barber. “It is 
Continued on page 2. col 7 
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Howard to 
announce 
fourth 
fall in 
crime rate 

By Richard Ford and 
StewartTendler 

MICHAEL HOWARD will 
next month announce the 
fourth annual drop in record¬ 
ed crime, enabling the Gov¬ 
ernment to enter the general 
election campaign on a strong 
law' and order ticket. 

The figures will show that 
recorded crime in England 
and Wales fell by 2 per cent in 
1996, underpinning the Con¬ 
servative daim that the cycle 
of rising crime has been 
broken. 

Mr Howard will use the 
figures from 43 forces in 
England and Wales to argue 
that the radical changes to the 
criminal justice system and 
his “prison works” policy are 
deterring criminal behaviour. 

The latest figures follow 
falls of 2.4 per cent in 1995. 5 
per cent in 1994 and ! per cent 
in 1993. Much of the success 
in curbing crime is due to 
targeting professional crimi¬ 
nals. better intelligence, spe¬ 
cial operations aimed ar 
specific crimes such as bur- 
glazy and tiie growing use of 
dosed circuit television. 

Although many forces are 
reporting dramatic drops in 
property crime minsiters will 
be concerned at some in¬ 
creases in violent offences. 

In Kent, overall recorded 
crime fell in 1996 by 6.7 per 
cent, with house burglaries 
dropping by Z8 per cent theft 
of vehides by S.6 per cent, and 
theft from vehides by 9.9 per 
cent. But violent crime in the 
county rose by 145 per cent. 

West Yorkshire police re¬ 
corded a 5t2 per cent drop, the 
largest annual fall for X) 
years. They recorded 268278 
crimes last year, the lowest 
figure since 1990. House bur¬ 
glaries fell by 13.3 per cent to 
47.615. thefts of motor vehides 
by 18 per cent to 27533, and 
other burglaries by 7.9 per 
cent to 32,434. But like Kent, 
West Yorkshire recorded an 
increase in violent crime. 


Blair to Star in the big Curtain up on the 
business breakfast show new Lloyd-Webber 


- By Pmup Webster, political editor 


By Alan Hamilton and Polly Newton 
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TONY BLAIR will daim to- Labour is “winning the argu- 
day that Labour is winning, ment of economic competence 
the economic argument for tiie -with businesses, just as it is 
first time in a generation as be winning it with households up 
addresses the leaders of many and down the land. Business- 
of Britain's biggest companies, men want stability, leadership 
In what Labour leaders and fiscal prudence. This Gov- 
wsere suggesting was the dear- eminent has ruined its reput- 
est sign that business is pre- ationinall three areas. For the 
paring for a Labour govern- first time in a generation, it is 
moit, Mr Blair and Gordon Labour that is shaping and 
Brown are to be presented to winning the economic 
the chairmen and chief execu- argument” 
lives at a breakfast hosted by The engagement comes the 
the Hongkong and Shanghai day after another leading 
Banking Corporation. - businessman expressed 
The Shadow Chancellor wifi strong approval of the Mr 
announce Labour's intention Blair approach. Jeremy Har- 
to publish a special business die, diaiiman of W H Snuth. 
manifesto in addition to its said that he was impressed by 
main election promises. He the genuine desire of Mr Blair 

». _ * aru^ i i A di * ¥ titvYfTt” tvJffmnne 


will promise “stafcaHty, sound 
fiscal management invest¬ 
ment and reform of the wel¬ 
fare state that wiB help British 
companies to prosper" 

Mr Riair vriD contend that 


and other Labour politicians 
to understand business’s gen¬ 
uine concerns. 

"Labour has demonstrated 
a real commitment to learning 
from business," Mr Hardie 


said. “It is unhealthy for any 
democracy if only one party 
has good relations with the 
business community and 1 am 
glad that has changed.” 

Leading executives. from 
Barclays. BAT. Unilever, BP. 
Shell, the Prudential, GKN. 
Courtaulds, General Electric. 
Cadbury Schweppes and 
many other big companies 
will be at todays gathering. 
But Michael Heseltine today 
warns them against choosing 
Mr Blair as the “chief execu¬ 
tive of UK pic" 

Writing in The Times, the 
Deputy Prime Minister ques¬ 
tions Mr Blair's judgment and 
claims that he had disowned 
every principle he held dear 
ten years ago. "If his old 
convictions were skin-deep, 
are his new convictions any 
deeper?" he asks. 

-»- 

Michael Heseftme, page 18 


BEWARE the hyphen, for it is 
a pose and a pretension. 
Unless, of course, you are a 
composer of successful West 
End musicals newly intro¬ 
duced to the ermine. 

As of yesterday. Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber is Lord Lloyd- 
Webber of Sydraontnn. on the 
recommendation of Garter 
King of Anns, the equally 
hyphenated Peter Gwynn- 
J ones. The College of Arms 
explained that the reasons for 
Lord Lloyd-Webber's freshly- 
minted punctuation were per¬ 
fectly logical if a touch arcane. 

The College explained: “If 
he were styled Lord Lloyd 
Webber, he could be mistaken 
in theory for tiie son of a peer. 
Were there an Earl of Webber 
with a son whose Christian 
name was Ltoyd, he would call 
himself Lord Lloyd Webber." 
There is no Earl of Webber, 
but we shall la that pass. 

The rule has been applied 


with some severity for many 
yean:. David Lloyd George, 
much against his will, was 
obliged to insert a hyphen 
between his given name and 
surname when elevated to the 
Upper House in 1945. 

lord Lloyd-Webber was ac¬ 
companied throughout yester¬ 
days ceremony by cross- 
bench peers Lord Owen, the 
former Foreign Secretary and 
founder of the SDP. and Lord 
Palumbo, former chairman of 
the Arts CounaL His tide 
comes from his country house 
at Sydmomon in Hampshire. 

After a rehearsal a ner¬ 
vous-looking Lord Lloyd- 
Webber was welcomed into 
die Upper House with a 
routine that included standing 
up three times from his seat to 
doff his hat to the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Peers and Asian vote, page 17 
Photograph, page 24 


SHARE IN THE NEXT 
EXCITING CHAPTER OF 
BRITISH FILM HISTORY 
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i ‘ "• BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE " f -A V 

King Lear is, toe next major film 

from the makers of Macbeth. - 1 

litis is your opportunity toshare ; 

in the project. From February 
21st debentures of £500 each will 
Tie offered In King Lear pic. Ag 

Debenture holders are entitled 

^Repayment of yoor capital from 
income. 

•Appear as an extra in the She. 

*A share of any net profit of the 
film. 

*A ticket for the Werfd Premier*. JggM 
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READERS may remember 
the story of Puss in Boots, in 
which the Marquis of 
Carabas, through whose vast 
estates Puss travels, is spoken 
of everywhere but never seen. 
So it is here in the Wirral. Ben 
Chapman. Labour's contend¬ 
er for the prize of being an 
MP for three weeks, is as 
elusive as his party machine 
is massive. 

The Wirral is all bits and 
pieces, the tatty and the 
genteel huddled together in 
the rain. Yesterday, street 
after street of Union Jack 
posters in windows and gar¬ 
dens met me. A late surge for 
the BNP? No. these are the 
Marquis of Newtabour’s 
posters, boasting of his do¬ 
main. “Ben Chapman Means 



E322ZM 


POLITICAL SKETCH 



Business" each declared. But 
where was the subject of all 
this excitement? Where was 
Ben? Mr Chapman {said 
press releases) would be 
“blitzing" at Old Chester 
Road. I arrived too late. The 
Marquis was blitzing some¬ 
where else. 

Where? I ashed the Liberal 
Democrat candidate: pleas¬ 
ant, accessible and secretly 
disconsolate Flo Clucas. “We 
cant find him. The Green 
Alliance invited all candi¬ 
dates to a meeting last night 
1 went but he never came." 


“Surge in support tor liberal 
Democrat Flo,” said a defiant 
freesheet behind her. But it 
lodes like ebb. for Fla “HI get 
you a taxi to the Labour HQ.” 
she said. “Thty may know 
where he is.” 

Labour have taken over a 
former Iceland superstore for 
their HQ. In the windows, 
where frozen fish-fingers and 
de-bo net! cod posters were 
once displayed, photo-por¬ 
traits of Tony Blair, and his 
pledges, now stand. Within, 
the whisper of NewSpeak 
replaces die hiss of refriger¬ 


ant gas. There was a desk' 
marked "Reception" and 
another marked “Enquiries". 
Behind the shopfront was an 
operations hail whose scale 
would do credit to the com¬ 
modity-broking floor erf a 
secondary European power. 
But where was the Marquis? 
“Not here,” said Reception. 
“Ben’s canvassing. Out and 
about.” said Enquiries. 

Could I join him, out and 
about? “You've just missed 
him,” said Labour's Barry 
Jones MP. “Gone‘Car tea." 
After tea there would appar¬ 
ently be lunch. And that 
afternoon? “Sorry, no. This 
afternoon he's preparing for 
this evening." Ah. Of course. 

Over at the Poufton 
Lancelyn primary school ter- 



Ben Chapman: elusive 1 


rifled teachers and insouciant 
tots were awaiting the arrival 
of Tory minister Roger Free¬ 
man, with candidate Les 
Byram in tow. They stormed 


in from the rain, trailing 
motherly Mrs Byram and her 
permanently apprehensive 
smile. Tm a native of rtie 
WinalT cried Mr Enemao, a-. 
U-certificate David Owen 
(airline version) with oiled 
hair and the manner of an 
ambitious undertaker's assis¬ 
tant Mr Byram looked genu¬ 
ine, and weary. ■ 

“HeMo .children.** he gur¬ 
gled, in a peekaboo way. 
then {spotting a crayon pic- 
lure) “that’s a beeyoo-tifuE 
butterfly!” Headmaster 
Wyon-Jones peepednervous- 
ly. round tire door, his busy, 
happy school invaded by 
monsters. Overwhelmed by 
the media excitement, one of 
the kiddies tried a Nazi salute 
at the occupying army. 


“If you go down to the woods 
today ...” warned a wall 
poster. “Nice to see yonT* 
gushed Byram. with wolHike 
grin. No chfld dared respond 
' “what big teeth you have, Mr 
Tory CandidateT “Anything, 
dangerous for him to; be 
photographed under?" in¬ 
quired a Toiy minder, glanc¬ 
ing warily at a ooloured-in 
banana and pkira on ihewalL 
“Bye bye children!” trilled 
the"' candidate. * departing. 
“TTiaf. was a very interesting 
marir whispered a relieved 
teacher to her puzzled class. 
Qn the teWc were three bears 

marked Baby Bear. Mummy 
Bear and Daddy Bear. Single 
Parent Bear is under wraps 
pending the appearance of 
the Marquis of Newlabour. 


Soames refuses to resign 
over Gulf War report 


*4 



By Michael Evans and Valerie Elliott 


NICHOLAS SOAMES. the 
Armed Forces Minister, yes¬ 
terday rejected Labour rails 
for his resignation after a 
damning Ministry of Defence 
report disclosed how his offici¬ 
als had caused him to mislead 
Parliament over toe use of 
toxic pesticides- during the 
Gulf War. 

For more than two years. 
Parliament was informed that 
urganophosphates were not 
used to kill disease-carrying 
bugs and flies in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. although ir later emerged 
that they’ were sprayed exten¬ 
sively over British military 


teritsrMore than 1,100 veter¬ 
ans of the conflict are claiming 
that organophosphate poison¬ 
ing may be behind the so- 
called Gulf War syndrome. 
Vaccines given to counter 
chemical ami biological war¬ 
fare are also being investigat¬ 
ed as a possible cause. 

Mr Soames had already 
apologised for unwittingly 
misleading the Commons and 
he repeated his apology yester¬ 
day before the Commons De¬ 
fence Select Committee. But 
David Clark, Shadow Defence 
Secretary, accused the minis¬ 
ter of a “catalogue of compla¬ 


cency" and_ said he bad no 
alternative “but to resign 
immediately". 

Mr Clark said that the 
minister had tried to blame 
civil servants and military 
staff for his own shortcom¬ 
ings. “Ai every turn, Nicholas 
Soames has taken no positive 
action to investigate the use of 
organophosphates," he said. 

Downing Street sources 
said that the Prime Minister 
had every confidence in Mr 
Soames and dismissed La¬ 
bour's calls for him to resign. 
Mr Soames privately said he 
had no intendon of resigning. 


Veteran spent more than £5,000 
to cure persistent sickness 


By Michael Horsnell 


A VETERAN of the Gulf War 
who spent more than £5.000 
on pesticide detoxification at a 
private hospital said yesterday 
that his treatment had cured 
him of persistent nausea and 
helped other symptoms. 

As other ex-servicemen with 
Gulf War syndrome called on 
the Ministry of Defence to 
fund treatment at the 
Breaks pear Hospital for Aller¬ 
gy and Environmental Medi¬ 
cine: Ralph Hickley said that 
until he started treatment 


there he thought that he would 
have to live with his debilitat¬ 
ing sickness for life. 

Craftsman Hickley-. a mem¬ 
ber of the Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers at¬ 
tached to the 1st Battalion 
Royal Scots, served in Iraq 
and Kuwait for three months. 
He was regularly sprayed 
with organophosphate insecti¬ 
cides. given anti-nerve agent 
tablets and was in the fall-out 
zone when the Americans 
bombed Iraqi sarin dumps. 

Mr Hickley. 3), from 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. 


said: “Hie detoxification pro¬ 
cess is very tiring. But now I 
am considerably better." Mr 
Hickley, a self-employed desk¬ 
top publisher, added: “I went 
to my general practitioner but 
1 could not get the funding for 
the treatment. So I ap¬ 
proached the hospital myself. 
One day l hope 1 shall get back 
the money from the Ministry 
of Defence.” 

The hospital, near Hemel 
Hempstead. Hertfordshire: 
has been criticised by the 
medical establishment for 
giving “unproven remedies". 


The report into how Mr 
Soames was misled.byhis; 
officials over the use of or? 
ganophosphates in the Gulf 
was compiled by Richard 
Mottram. Permanent Under¬ 
secretary at tire MoD. The 
report presented to the select 
committee yesterday, dis¬ 
closed that a number of un¬ 
named Forces officers and 
ovii servants faced disciplin¬ 
ary inquiries. 

. The military personnel 
could face courts martial. Civil 
servants could face a disciplin¬ 
ary hearing at the Ministry of 
Defence as early as next week. 
Three senior rivfl servants are 
expected to assess the culpabil¬ 
ity of each offitiaL Possible 
sanctions include dismissal, a 
formal warning and demotion. 

Mr Mottram said the “lead 
department” being investigat¬ 
ed was that of die Surgeon- 
General. The - most senior 
person responsible for passing 
incorrect information to the 
minister’s private office was a 
Service officer of one-star- 
rank. which is a brigadier in 
the Army. The civil servants 
involved are understood to be 
grade seven and grade five 
officials. 

The Surgeon-General at the 
time of the inquiry, Vioe- 
Admiral Tony Revel], retired 
last week and has been re¬ 
placed by Air Vice-Marshal 
John Baird. Another senior 







Nicholas Soames apologising to the Defence Select Committee yesterday. 


official from the department a 
civil servant, is also under¬ 
stood to have retired recently. 

Bruce George, Labour MP 
for Walsall South, asked Mr 
Soames if the Surgeon-Gener¬ 
al was “being fitted up" and 
made into a scapegoat “The 
suggestion is outrageous and I 
resent it,” the minister said. 

The MPs on the committee; 


which has been examini ng 
the MoD*s actions in dealing 
with allegations of Gulf War 
syndrome, demanded to know 
why Mr Soames had taken 
peraxial steps to investigate 
the. possibility that organo¬ 
phosphates had been used , in 
toe Guff. 

Mr Soames said there had 
been "no cover-up"' but for 


some reason the officials in¬ 
volved had not made proper 
inquiries into the possible use 
of organophosphates. 

Mr Mottram said that dur¬ 
ing his 28-year civil service 
career, he could not remember 
such a serious fail ore in the 
system. "•>' 


Leading artide, page 19 



DISCOVER FOR YOI RSEFF... 




Howard drops plans to 
limit storage of evidence 


Arithmetic 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 
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Join Voyages of Discovery for a memorable 7,10 or ! I night cruise 
CL and enjoy toe opportunity to visit some of the most fascinating 

sites and cities in the world - the rose-red city of fttra, Luxor, 

-v. * Karnak & The Valley of The Kings. Damascus. Palmyra or 

$L_ Crac des Chevaliers in Syria, Jerusalem & Bethlehem. 

. Galilee, St Catherine^ Monastery in the Sinai Desert. 




Cairo & The Pyramids, Ephesus. Istanbul... 

Fly from Gatwick or Manchester to the warmer 
climes of Greece, Turkey or Egypt and you 
will soon be enjoying the comfort of our 
RK exclusively chartered ship: Aegean I. 

33 prepare to visit your first 
exciting port of call. 


I ITINERARIES 


Red Sea Explorer 10 Nights 
4th March & 18th November '97 

Egypt. Jordan. Sues Canal. Israel. Turk 
Cnvee. 


Crusaders, Christians & Cairenes 

7 Nights I4tb March '97 

Crete. Syria. Cyprus, brad. Egypt. Turkey 


Eastern Mediterranean Delights 
7 Nigfas 21st March '97 
Turkey, Egypt. Israel ft days!. Cyprus. 
Rhodes, Crete. 


Easter in the Holy Land 7 Nights 
28th March '97 

Crete. Egypt. Isruel ft Jayst. Palmas. Turkey 

Splendours of the Eastern Mediterranean \ 

7 Nights 4th April *97 

Turkey, Syria, Israel, Egypt. Saaorirti. Athens 

Eastern Treasures 7 Nights 

17th October'97 

Gftrre. Egypt. Israel. Turkey fKusudisi <5 Isssnbdt 
Red Sea Discovery 11 Nights 
7th November ‘97 

Greece. Turkey, Syria, Cyprus, Israel. Egypt. 
Suez Canal. Jordan 


MICHAEL HOWARD last 
night abandoned proposals 
that would have allowed 
police to destroy all evidence 
and other paperwork relating 
to criminal investigations 
three years after conviction. 

The Home Secretary 
dimbed down after criticism 
from lawyers and MPs who 
said that the Bridgewater 
Three might never have been 
freed if the new rules on the 
storage of evidence had been 
in effect Lawyers had also 
said that it would have made it 
almost impossible to fight 
miscarriages of justice, partic¬ 
ularly as leading cases have 
involved documents being 
studied up to IS years after 
trials ended. 

Under Mr Howard’s re¬ 
vised proposals police must 
store all evidence for the 
length of each offender's sen¬ 
tence. so tool the papers 
relating to a person given life 
imprisonment would be kept 
until toe person was freed or 
died in jail. 

If a son-custodial sentence 
is -reposed, the case papers 


must be stored for six months 
from the date of conviction, [n 
summary cases, they must be 
stored for one year. Where 
there is no conviction, toe 
papers must be kept by the 
police to the end of the court 
case. 

Mr Howard announced his 
dimbdown in a written an¬ 
swer to toe House of Lords. 
He said that at present police 
forces were not subject to any 
statutory requirement to re¬ 
tain material for any specified 
period. 

He added: “These provi¬ 
sions are required in the 
interests of justice. The time 
limits strike a balance be¬ 
tween avoiding increasing toe 
burden on police and the 
importance of keeping papers 
as long as necessary.” 

If an appeal is in process at 
the end of any of toe periods, 
or an allegation about a 
miscarriage of justice is being 
considered by the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission, 
the papers must be stored 
until the end of the appeal or 
the Commission has readied a 


final decision- Mr Howard's 
move was welcomed by Lab¬ 
our MPs and lawyers who 
said it was a vital safeguard 
for offenders. 

Anthony Scrivener, QC 
said: “I flunk that this is very 
satisfactory. 1 am glad the 
Government has taken this 
decision." 

Mr Scrivener said that 
under the original plans most 
miscarriage of justice rases 
would never have reached 
court because all the docu¬ 
ments would have been 
destroyed. 

Jack Straw, the Shadow 
Home Secretary, said he was 
pleased that the Government 
had seen sense and amended 
the rules on preserving evi¬ 
dence. He called for a full 
Commons debate on the pres¬ 
ervation of evidence. 

“The Bridgewater rase was 
a timely reminder of toe need 
to ensure that effective mecha¬ 


nisms are in place to greatly 
reduce the chance of such 
appalling miscarriages of jus¬ 
tice ever happening again." 
Mr Straw- said. 


Continued from page 1 . 
very important-for children 
to have a good grasp of 
mental arithmetic. At the 
moment, it afl depends on the 
teacher and the school.” 

Jffiy Cooper, toe novelist 
called hersdf “a geriatric 
genius" after notching up six. 
but was unimpressed by the 
idea. “This is crazy. Young 
people have enough distrac¬ 
tions as it is in exams without 
having to worry about tapes. 
Poor, wretched mothers will 
now have to go around pre¬ 
tending to be BBC announc¬ 
ers." she sakL 

Otoer potential examinees 
were less forthcoming. Sheila 
Law!or. director of the right- 
wing think-tank Politeia and 
an enthusiastic supporter of 
traditional paper and penal 
tests, requested a fax of the 
questions to moll over. “1 
need time to flunk about 
things like that" toe said. 

Journalists collecting the 
sample questions yesterday 
found themselves, with no 
prior preparation; listening 
to Ms Mato. The Times and 
The Express scored ten out of 
ten. The Guardian achieved 
nine points and The Inde¬ 
pendent five. The Daily Tele¬ 
graph failed to attend and 
was. as the regulations for 
schools require, awarded nfl. 


Assisted 


places at 
schools 
allocated 


al election. 

The 203 schools awarded 
places yesterday include 78 
preparatory schools attached 
to senior schools. 


School approved 


Plans to build a new grammar 
school in Milan Keynes were 
given final approval by 
Gillian Shephard, toe Educa¬ 
tion Secretary. But the deci¬ 
sion is still subject to toe 
outcome of a judicial review 
on the project, granted to the 
unitary authority for Milton 
Keynes, and a planning 


inquiry. 


Hockey jailing 


Peter Morris, 21, an amateur 
hockey player, was jailed for 
28 days by Teesside magis¬ 
trates yesterday for attacking 
Terence Rutley, 52, an umpire, 
with his stick and breaking his 
arm after being sent off during 
a match. Morris, who was 
playing for toe chemical plant 
team 1CI Wilton, pleaded 
guilty to actual bodily harm. 


Grand Prix sale 


Graham Hill's raring helmet 
and visor from 1974 fetched 
£18,400 at a sale of Formula 1 
memorabilia at Sotheby's in 
London yesterday. The helmet 
worn fay his son Damon in the 
1993 season fetched £15,100. 
The racing suit worn by the 
late Ayrton Senna during his 
1985 season with Lotus fetched 


£17,293. 

Cancer bone link 


Postmenopausal women with 
strong bones are over three 
nines mare^tikely to-develop 
breast cancer than those with 
lighten skeletons, researchers 
at toe University of Boston 
School of Medicine have 
found. Their research into 


bone density could provide 
doctors with a new screening 
test for the disease. 


Women in lead 


Women are better drivers than 
men in theory — but not in 
practice, new statistics show. 
The Driving Standards Agen¬ 
cy said that in toe first six 
months of the new theory test 
for learner drivers, women 
had a higher pass rate than 
men. but men had a higher 
pass rate in driving tests taken 
in 1995-96. 


Top terminus 


A dean-up operation has 
helped King's Cross in 
London to become rail station 
of the year. After a joint 
exercise by the Metropolitan 
Palire. ‘ British Transport 
Police and local councils, 
“King’s Cross is once again a 
terminus worthy of the capi¬ 
tal," Lord Mounrcvans, chair¬ 
man of the judging panel, said. 


First laugh 


A boy aged six whose genetic 
disorder made him cry when 
he wanted to giggle has laugh¬ 
ed for toe first time, after being 
treated at the Brain Injury Re¬ 
habilitation and Development 
.Centred Chester. Tyler Bal- 
ram. of Wolverhampton, was 
bom with a chromosomal ab¬ 
normality preventing his brain 
sending the right messages. 


rs HU 




,lytcD 


The first 40 preparatory 
schools to benefit from toe 
Government’s extension of the 
Assisted Places . Scheme were 

named yesterday 9®? 1 - 

GiUarv, the Education Minis¬ 
ter. announced that children 
as. young as five..from low- 
income families would benefit 
from the scheme in Septem¬ 
ber. The Education Bill will 
allow free-standing prepara¬ 
tory schools to participate for 
toe first time, as long as it 
becomes law before the gener- 
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Anglican bishop demands higher rates of tax 


By Rlth Giedhiul. religion correspondent 


Cruise fares from just £545 for 7 night 
cruises include return flights from Gatwick 
or Manchester, all poet and airport taxes; all 
meals and entertainment on board: 
pr ogra mm e of informative talks by our 
experienced lecturers; guest speakers (Fred 
Trueman, Erie Knowles, Michael Fish. 
John Stalker and current England cricket 
coach David Uqyd will be among our 
guests this Spring, giving entertaining talks 
on their own particular areas of interest). 



For further details call us now: 

24 hour brochureline 01293 433041 
Reservations 01293 433030 


» & « a? & 
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DISCOVERY 


Voyages of DtMOKft. Pnnmar Hone. Betts Wa>, Crowley, West Sussex. RHtu XiB 

Tel: 01293 433030 Fax: 01293 433036 
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AN ANGLICAN bishop fast 
Right sharply criticised the 
Conservatives and Labour for 
promising to cut taxes. 

The Ripht Rev Michael 
BourRe. Bishop of Wolver¬ 
hampton, said he would be 
prepared to pay an extra 5p in 
the pound to see rmprerve- 
cnents in health, education 
and transport. He railed for 
pditiriara to "face the facts" 
about toe need for higher raxes 
to fund better services, and 
said that most people he knew 
woe wining to pay an extra Ip 
or 2p in the pound to see 
services improved- 

Bishop Bourke. an area 
bishop in the iichfidri diocese 
who cams 12D.OO0 and whose 
wife is a nurse, admitted that 
he could easily afford to pay 
higher raxes, the couple's two 
children have grown up and 
left home. Bui. he added, he 
had held the same view when 
he was a poorly-paid curate in 


the 1960s, “When I was a child 
our family was hard up. When 
I became an adult and entered 
into the unimaginable riches 
of £«Si a year 1 did not 
begrudge paying tax at alL I 
had the best standard of living 
I had ever had. . 

“f am against those who are 
comfortably off saying that the 
sacrifices have to be made by 
those who are worse off than 
they are. 

“It is not a party-political 
point l am making. It is 
against both parties. I am not 
a Lib Dem but the lib Denis 
have at feast had the honesty' 
to say they will put up taxes to 
pay for bitter education." 

The Bishop continued: “I 
am not for wasting public 
money. It has to be carefully 
accounted for and wisely used. 
But we should all chip in to a 
common kitty. For example, 
we have regular gridlocks in 
the West Midlands, and this is 



Bishop Bourke wants 
more public spending. 


crazy compared with otter 
countries that spend more on 
their transport systems. Of. 
course I can afford to pay 
higher taxes but those who are 
lucky enough to pay tax can af¬ 
ford to. by definition, because 
they are ihe haves in society.” 


The Bishop was speaking 
after writing an article for the 
latest edition of his diocesan 
magazine Spotlight, declaring 
thathis “blood is boiling” over 
the issue. In the magazine he 
says: “The November Budget 
gave me a (incomej tax cut of a 
penny in toe pound, which I 
can well da without ~ Both 
main, political parties are 
promising me more tax cuts in 
the future and I’m angry 
because I think there are far 
more urgent priorities." 

He argues that Labour and 
the Tories should be address¬ 
ing tong-term unemployment, 
education and a widening gap 
between rich and poor rather 
than embroiling themselves in. 
a battle for votes, with prom¬ 
ises of tax cuts.To offer tax 

cuts in the face of these urgent 

needs is to deny our Christian 
belief a loving God who 
requires us to care for each 
other," toe bishop says. 

Andrew Marshall, prospec¬ 
tive Conservative candidate 


for Edgbaston, welcomed the 
bishop's involvement in the 
debate but said that on this 
point he was wrong.The State 
is actually spending about 40 
per cent of the national wraith 
on social welfare, education 
and heaJto and therefore toe 
idea that no money is being 
spent is wrong. Keeping 
downward pressure on tax 
rates is not just to put more 
money in people's pockets, it’s 
also important for keeping a 
competitive economy." 

A -Labour spokesman said: 
.We will cur {hospital} wait¬ 
ing-lists, crime and class sizes 
by saving money wasted by 
!J£ and we will get 
250,000 young unemployed 
people mto work by using 
money from a one-off levy on 
toe excess profits of privatised 
utiuties-Ordinary people have 
been hit hard enough on tax 
by the Tories. That’s why we 
havepledged to cut the Tories' 
most unfair tax of all—that on 
foel — to 5 percent.” 
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McDonald’s beefs at sales crisis on the home front 


From Quentin Letts in new york 


ONE of 20th-century America's 
most potent cultural forces, the Big 
Mac hamburger, looks to be in 
trouble. Amid repasts of an unex¬ 
pected slump in US sales, the 
McDonald’s Corporation of Oak 
Brook, Illinois, has begged distrib¬ 
utors to slash prices to defend its 
future. 

Jack Greenberg, head of the 
company's US restaurants, made 
an urgent plea to franchisees to 
drop the price of a Big Mac from 
$1.90 to 55 cents and to give tree 
burgers to customers who did not 
receive brisk* service. Many fran¬ 
chise holders are - expected to 


refuse, as it will mean substantial 
cuts, in their revenue. 

The dramatic strategy, winch 
codd wreck profits and lead to a 
price war at America's fast-food 
counters, may decide not only the 
future of a company that was once 
regarded as the unstoppable — 
aibeil hard to swallow—face of the 
future. At issue may be the future of 
the traditional American burger 
itself. 

A recent rise in chicken sand¬ 
wiches and tacos, plus the 

British ownerst^^^s dT^Isiged 
McDonald's domination of the 



- Smaller share for Big Mac 
prices could be cut drastically 

market. Since the Seventies it has 
been the undisputed leader in the 
US fast-food woridr 
However., in an internal memo¬ 
randum, McDonald’s executives 


were given warning of a “declining 
momentum of sales, transaction 
and cash flow". This was followed 
by a series of exhortations such as 
“ Breakfast dedine must be stopped 
now! Competitors are growing 
faster and mealing share!'’ 

The Wall Street Journal 
described on hs front page a “sense 
of urgency" among executives 
when they realised mat there had 
been a “chronic decline" in Mc¬ 
Donald's outlets around the US. 
“The troubles at McDonald'S Corp 

are deeper than most analysts or 
franchisees know," said the paper, 
which is not known for 
overstaiemenL 

McDonald‘5 operates 15,000 sites 


a round the world. 12200 of which 
are in America. Its international 
outlets are not in trouble: the 
company recently unveiled a 
major investment in new restau¬ 
rants In Britain and earlier this 
week announced its first burger 
bar in Ukraine. But at home the 
problems are serious. Susan Olson, 
a Chicago-based food trends ana¬ 
lyst. said yesterday that the US fast- 
food market had reached 
saturation point. “The real boom 
area of the market in the US is in 
wfaat we call home-meal replace¬ 
ment." she said. “People are in¬ 
creasingly going to restaurants that 
will serve them an entire meal that 
thev can take awav and serve at 


home — dishes such as rotisserie 
chicken with side dishes. Custom¬ 
ers seem to like them because they 
taste like the food that grandma 
used to make 30 years ago.” 

Increasing numbers erf Ameri¬ 
cans are forgetting how to cook: a 
recent survey suggested ihal only 
50 per cent of households sit down 
to more Than one dish of home- 
prepared food a day. 

McDonald's was not helped by 
the introduction last year of the 
Arch-Deluxe burger, which was 
bulkier, “more adult" and more 
expensive. Although the company 
insists that the new burger has 
done all right, other sources say 
that it was a disaster and harmed 


the company's reputation for offer¬ 
ing a budget bite. McDonald's may 
have made the classic mistake of 
tampering with a winning design, 
just as Coca-Cola nearly damaged 
ilsdf a few years ago when it tried 
to alter its traditional formula. 

Despite all the gloom-mo tiger¬ 
ing. however, Ms Olson said that it 
might be a mistake to predict the 
demise of McDonald's. "The rea¬ 
son McDonald’s has been so 
successful in the past is that it takes 
everything so seriously." she said. 

A spokesman for McDonalds in 
Britain said last night; “We don’t 
know anything about this. It is 
entirely a US issue, completely 
separate to British operations." 



way 
for M oynihan’s 
return to politics 


By Andrew Pierce. 

The former Conservative MP 
Colin Moynihan claimed 
victory over the six-year-old 
son of a Rlipina beBydancer 
yesterday in the legal battle to 
succeed the third Lord Moyni¬ 
han. the peer who financed his 
colourful lifestyle with a string 
of massage parlours in 
Manila. 

The House of Lords Privi¬ 
leges Committee untangled 
the exotic legacy of the late 
third baron yesterday and 
paved the way for the diminu¬ 
tive former sports minister 
and Olympic rowing medallist 
to resume his political career 
in ermine in the Upper House. 
Mr Moynihan lost his Lewi¬ 
sham East seat in the 1992 
general dection. 

The committee approved 
Mr Maynihan's daim to the 
title, with its multi-million 
pound estate in die Philip¬ 
pines where, the late Lord 
Moynihan spent the last 15 
years of his life as a fugitive 
from British justice. 

The rival challenge from his 
nephew, DaiueL die son erf 
Jinna, the late peers fifth and, 
last wife, was ruled “not to 
have succeeded”. Jinna met 
Lord Moynihan when she 
worked in me of his Manila 
massage parlours. 

. The ruling., which will 
allow the former MP to enter 
the Lords as the fourth Baron 
Moynihan, is subject to confir- 



Lord Moynihan and 
the family coat of arms 



[nation by the full House of 
Lords and die Queen, al¬ 
though that is thought to be a 
formality. . 

Mr Moynihan, -41, said-last 
.night: “I am delighted. Rye 
years of hard work have gone 
into presenting a comprehen¬ 
sive petition. I am very glad 


that this long process is now 
over. I now lode forward to 
taking my sear in die House of 
Lords and baiting the honour 
folly to participate m its activi¬ 
ties. I am very pleased and 
relieved," 

Mr Moynihan intends to try 
to restore the good name erf 
the Moynihan fondly, which 
has been damaged by the 
explore of his flamboyant late- 
half-brother. 

“Regrettably there were 
many unhappy chapters in 
Tony Moynihan^ life. I 
believe that, hopefully, this 
will dose some of the unan¬ 
swered questions,” he said. 

The third potential succes¬ 
sor to die tide was Andrew, 7. 
the son of Editba, his fourth 
wife. But DNA tests showed 
that he was not his soi. 

The late peer’s fifth mare 
riage to Jinna. of which Daniel 
was die only child, was proved 
to be bigamous, making Mr 
Moynihan the only legitimate 
heir. 

The Queen had referred Mr 
Maynihan’s petition for a writ 
of summons to die House of 
Lords to advise her because a 
hereditary tide was at stake. 
Lord Boston of Faversham. 
QC the chairman of die 
committee of four law lends 
and 16 senior peers, said: “l 
would like to congratulate Mr 
Moynihan on his- conduct of 
his case in person, which I 
would venture to suggest, as a 
fellow member of the Bar with 



Colin Moynihan arrives with his wife at the High Court in London last year for the hearing against Jinna Moynihan and her son. Daniel 


Mr Attorney General, would 
have been the envy of many of 
us who are members of the 
Bar." 

Sir Nicholas Lyelii the Attor¬ 
ney General, had advised 
peers that Mr Maynihan's 
daim to the tide was legally 
sound. 

Lord Moynihan, who died 
in 1991. was educated at Stowe 
and was a former officer in the 
Coldstream Guards. He was 
referred to at an Old Bailey 
trial in 1971 as “the evil genius" 
behind a series of West End 


frauds. At the time he had 
already left the country and a 
warrant was issued for his 
arrest, but he never returned 
to Britain. 

Anthony Patrick Andrew 
Caimes Berkeley Moynihan. 
the third Baron Moynihan of 
Leeds, inherited the family 
fortune in 1965. 

He (oak his hereditary seat 
in the Lords with the warning: 
“I have every intention of 
shaking this place up. The 
sparks will fly." 

But it was Lord Moynihan. 


darling of the gossip colum¬ 
nists, who fled on the advice of 
his solicitor in 1968 to avoid 
arrest for tax evasion. In 1971 
he was traced to Manila, but 
Britain did not have an extra¬ 
dition treaty with the 
Philippines. 

“For many centuries it has 
been the practice in cases of 
some difficulty first to refer 
them to the 

Attorney-General," he ex¬ 
plained. Sir Nicholas added: 
“It is essentia] that no one be 
admitted to the House of 


Lords who is not properly 
qualified to sit.” The barony 
was created in 1929, for the 
leading surgeon Sir Berkeley 
Moynihan. Sir Nicholas said: 
“The problem begins to arise 
as a result of the marriages of 
the third Baron, who lived a 
very colourful life — some of 
the colours distinctly lurid. 
He married five times — or at 
least he went through five 
ceremonies of marriage." 

The High Court s family 
division had ruled Iasi year 
that the 3rd Baron’s divorce 


from his fourth wife. Editha 
Eduarda, had been obtained 
by fraud. This meant that the 
peer's fifth marriage, to Jinna 
Sabiag3, had been bigamous. 

Sir Nicholas said: “There is 
no reason to think that Jinna 
didn't think she was going 
through a genuine ceremony 
of marriage." 

Daniel had been born three 
weeks after Lord Maynihan's 
“marriage" .to Jinna. He add¬ 
ed: “The consequence of it 
being a bigamous marriage is 
that Daniel is illegitimate." 


MPfive 
times over 
limit at 
his death 

By Adrian Lee - 

IAIN MILLS, the Conserva¬ 
tive MP for Meriden, drank 
himself to death, an inquest 
was told yesterday. 

Dr Paul Knapman. the 
Westminster coroner, said 
that when Mr ACHs’s body 
was found by a colleague, the 
level of intoxication was "as¬ 
tonishingly high": he was five 
times above the legal limit for 
driving. A bag containing 
several empty gin bottles was" 
found at his side in his flat in 
Dolphin Square. Pimlico, near 
the House of Commons. 

Derek Conway. MP, a se¬ 
nior Conservative whip, told 
the inquest that he became 
concerned after Mr Mills 
missed an important vote in 
foe Commons. Two days later 
he went to Mr Mills’S flat, 
where a window was open. “I 
was able to push the curtains 
inside and saw Iain’S body." 

The inquest was told that 
Mr Mills underwent an opera¬ 
tion for cancer of the colon in 
1991 and also had a benign 
neurological condition. He 
JAp a-tremor and poor bal¬ 
ance. In a statement. Dr Robin 
Howard, a consultant neu¬ 
rologist. said his condition 
was “exacerbated in times of 



Mills: had been 
treated for cancer 

stress and eased by alcohol". A 
three-fjuarrers-iiill bottle of 
pain-loBers found on a table 
were for toothache and were 
not significant. 

Dr Peter Jerreat a Horae 
Office pathologist said, the 
enlarged liver tallied with 
alcohol abuse. The level, even 
taking into account body de¬ 
composition,- which affected 
the reading, was approximate¬ 
ly 400 milligrams, five times 
above the legal driving limit 

"In general terms, with lev¬ 
els above 400 milligrams in 50 
per cent of tire population you 
would expect them to beat risk 
of death." . 

The MP. who had a constit¬ 
uency home near Atherstone, 
Warwickshire, had suffered 
“acute alcoholic intoxication". 
Dr Jerreat said. 

The coroner recorded a ver¬ 
dict of misadventure on Mr 
Mills, 56. who was married, 
but had no children. 


Mandatory death 
penalty lifted for 
dangerous dogs 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


THE mandatory death penal¬ 
ty for dangerous dogs is to be 
abolished under government 
plans announced yesterday to 
reform a law rushed through 
parliament six years ago. 

Magistrates are to be given 
greater discretion when derid¬ 
ing if an allegedly violent dog 
should be destroyed. The 
courts will have to be satisfied 
that it is safe to let the dog live. 
The index of exempted dogs is 
also to be re-opened where 
owners have a legitimate rea¬ 
son for not having registered 
their dogs years ago. 

Tom SadcviUe, a junior 
Home Office Minister, said 
that some of the provisions of 
the 1991 Dangerous Dogs Act 
could be relaxed because the 
Act achieved its main objec¬ 
tives “to reduce the number of 
jnt hull terriersm and. by 
deterring irresponsible dog 
owners,, to raise the standard 
of dog ownership'’. 

The Act was introduced 
after growing public concern 
at a series of violent attacks by 
dogs, particularly pit bull 
terriers. It came into force two 
months after being introduced 
into the Commons and has 
been widely criticised as bring 
unnecessarily harsh. Accord¬ 


ing to a Home Affairs Select 
Committee report, the mea¬ 
sure has largely succeeded in 
protecting the public and en¬ 
couraging responsible dog 
ownership. However, the com¬ 
mittee had urged a number of 
reforms. 

Roger Gale, Conservative 
chairman of the all-party Ani¬ 
mal Welfare Group, said: 
“These changes should re¬ 
move the worst effects of a Bill 
that was badly and hastily 
drafted and restore confidence 
in the system of justice while 
maintaining die essential pro¬ 
tection of tiie public." 

The Pet Advisory Commit¬ 
tee said: “We welcome the 
Government's belated deci¬ 
sion to amend the acl How¬ 
ever, we are disappointed that 
they have taken so long to 
acrept the overwhelming 
weight of argument in favour 
of reform. As a result, millions 
of pounds of public money has 
been wasted and many dogs 
and their owners have 
been caused unnecessary 
suffering." 

Under the Act, almost 8,600 
pit bulls were registered by 
November 1991. By last 
October, the number was 
3,600. 


Golfer has emergency brain surgery 


By John Hopkins - - 

and Damian Whitworth 

A PROMISING young Brit¬ 
ish golf professional under¬ 
went an emergency brain 
operation yesterday after he 
was found unconscious in his 
hotel room on the eve of the 
Dubai Desert Classic event in 
the United Arab Emirates, 
David Carter. 24, from 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire, who 

finished 33rd on the Euro- 
pean tour last season, was 
believed to have had Quid on 
his brain. Two weeks ago he 
hit his bead on a waterslide in 
Sun City. South Africa, and 
suffered concussion. 

Iain fytnan. a fellow pro- 
fessfonal who visited C arter 
yesterday, said be was better 



David Carter, who was discovered unconscious 


but would be kept in hospital 

for a week. He said a group of 

golfers had raised the alarm 
when Carter could not be 
roused in his hotel room after 
telling them he was sick and 


having headaches. A doctor 
was called but Outer could 
st ill not be roused. - “The 
doctor was punching him and 
getting no response," said 
Pyman. “We phoned for an 


ambulance and two neuro¬ 
surgeons came. They said it 

was a life-threatening situa¬ 
tion. At the hospital he had 
two brain scans and after the 
second he was token into the 
operating theatre. 

“When wc saw him today 
he said he could remember 
nothing about yesterday. He 
was a bit frightened and was 
glad when we came." 

Carter was bom in Johan¬ 
nesburg, South Africa, after 
his British parents had moved 
there. Bryan, his father, is a 
dab professional who now 
teaches at a driving range in 
Chesterfield. David Carter 
won the 1994 Qualifying 
School at Monlpeftier, France 
by five strokes and the Indian 
PGA last December. 



The new Compaq ProSignia 200 server 
range starts at an incredible £995 plus 
VAT This is the first time that a Compaq 
server has ever been available for less 
than £1000. Yet, it is still a server range 
with all the performance and reliability 
features you would expect from Compaq, 



the No. 1 in servers. Naturally; 
we wanted to tell you about it. 

Compaq ProSignia 200 servers 
have Intel Pentium* processors. RffSiW! 
For your brochure pack please phone: 

0990 50 00 35 




v . - ^a s sfc,, . ^ L 


Prices arc UKTrpeai Baying Price* and eidusirc of VAT at 17.3%.The Intel Inside logo aod Fco«™n repsicrcd tradettsta of Intel Ccrpombon. 
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IN THE TIMES 



CONFESSIONS 

OF 

A BAGMAN 

Sandra Parsons 
meets Alistair 
McAlpine 
in 

Weekend 



ONE FOOT IN 
THE PAST 

Richard Wilson 
models three 
decades of men's 
fashion 
in the 
Magazine 


Teenagers face toughest 
grammar test for 25 years 




By David Charter 
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 

FOURTEEN-year-oIds will 
take their most exacting gram¬ 
mar tests for 25 years this 
summer in the Government's 
drive to ensure schools spend 
mare time teaching the basics. 
New English tests will ask 
them to identify subordinate 
clauses and adverbial phrases 
for the first time since sentence 
construction disappeared 
from O-Ievel papers in the 
]97Ds. 

The new paper is being 
introduced in addition to nat¬ 
ional curriculum tests in Eng¬ 
lish. mathematics and science. 
Rjr the first time, pupils aged 
14 wil] also sit a rapid- 
response mental arithmetic 
test 

The School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority said 
yesterday that one third of 
schools had volunteered for 
the trial run of the 50-minute 
paper on grammar, spelling 
and punctuation, to be taken 
as part of the English tests for 
14-year-olds in May. How¬ 
ever, it said its own survey of 
English teachers had showed 
that, although they felt able to 
teach the use of paragraphs 
and the difference between 
nouns and adverbs, many 
were not confident in teaching 
technical aspects of grammar. 

Nick Tate, chief executive of 
the authority, said it would 
send guidance to teachers with 
the tests: There are dearly 
going to be some schools, 
perhaps many, who will have 
to put greater emphasis on 
these tilings... than they do at 
present" He wanted “zero 




ENGLiSHQUESTlONS 


These are sample questions: 

1 Underline the subjects of two verbs in the following sentence 
The conductor slamroed the door loudly, and with a dank of scrap- 
metal the bus moved off. 

2 Read the sentence “For a second the man in the dark sure who 
was just about to jump cm the running-board, hung suspended in 
mid-air as if sow invisible hand was hauling him up by the hair." 
The sentence has a main danse and two subordinate daws. 
Underline one of the subordinate clauses. 

Answers 1 conductor, bus 2 who was just about to jump on the 
running-board: as if some invisible hand was hauling him up by the 
hair. 




Five seconds each to answer. 

.1 Write four fifths as a decimal 

2 Increase £60 by 5 per cent 
Ten seconds to answer 

3 Write all tbc prime numbers between 12 and 18 

4 How many minutes are there altogether in boars? 

5 A quadrilateral has three singes whkh are all 80 degrees. What 
is the size of the fourth angle? 

6 Write, as a decimal, seven divided by 25 

7 What is three divided by 0.01? 

15 seconds to answer: 

8 What is six to the power of four divided by six to the power of 
three? 

9 Pat cydes ten kilometres in 40 minutes. What is Pat'S average 
speed in hflometres per hour? 

10 Look at this orientation: 19.9 x 9.95 divided by 4.96 x 4.12. Write 

an approximate answer.- - . 

Answers: 1 OS 2 £63213.174360 minsS LOO degrees b 038130086 9 
15km/h \0 acceptable answers range jirom S to 12. 


tolerance" of poor punctua¬ 
tion, bad spelling and weak 
grammar in pupils’ written 
work. But he said formal 
lessons were nor the only way 
of teaching grammar and he 
hoped schools would not 
jeopardise the creative aspects 
of English. 

The tests were introduced in 
response to an outcry from 


employers and universities 
over declining standards in 
basic language and number 
usage. Test results for 11-year- 
olds last summer showed only 
54 per cent in mathematics 
and 58 per cent in English 
reached expected levels. The 
authority will review the trials 
before grammar and punctua¬ 
tion become compulsory tests 


next year. The Institute of 
Directors, which has consis¬ 
tently complained about poor 
literacy and numeracy among 
school-leavers, welcomed the 
proposed tests. 

Ruth Lea, head of policy, 
said: “The fact that we should 
have to go backwards to place 
this kind of emphasis on vita} ■ 
basic skills is a woeful con¬ 
demnation of how far we have 
gone wrong over the past 15 
years." 

However, the National As¬ 
sociation for the Teaching of 
English yesterday criticised 
the 50 -minute grammar tests, 
which wifi be taken on May 6. 
saying “many of the approach¬ 
es exemplified are more likely 
to mislead teachers than to 
further good teaching". 

Anne Barnes, spokeswom¬ 
an for the association, said: “A 
lot of the sample questions are 
... tiroewasting and don't 
relate to the needs of children. 
They will mean children aide 
to do mechanical tests will get 
high marks quite out of pro¬ 
portion to their ability. They 
will compel teachers to waste 
time teaching grammatical 
terminology, which is largely 
a waste of time.” 

More than two thirds of 
secondary schools have signed 
up for the extra 20-minute 
mental-arithmetic paper, to be 
taken by I+^year-olds an May 
9or 12. 

Pupils wall have between 
five and 15 seconds to respond 
to each of 28 questions on the 
.lower level paper and 32 for 
brighter children. Six in ten 
primary schools will take the 
mental-arithmetic paper for 
}1-year-olds on May 12 
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Up to 7 . 35 !<fe guaranteed 


£ 2,500 Minimum investment 


1 OR 2 YEAR TERM 
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100 801 
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7.35% p.a. gross parable on investment ot £200,000 + invested for 3 years, lines art open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 9am to Ipm.To assist os 
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Brenda Davies, who said the head and gcrvmiora bad not given adequate support 


Teacher in 



row 
stress 


By John O'Leary, education editor 



leaflet for full conditions, 


A TEACHER who was disci¬ 
plined for allowing a five-year- 
old boy to smack bullying 
classmates with a ruler dis¬ 
closed yesterday that she had 
resigned and was planning to 
take her case to an industrial 
tribunal 

Brenda Davies, who is to 
claim constructive dismissal, 
accused the head teacher and 
management at Tennyson 
Road Primary School Luton, 
of tailing to support her. She 
said she had deemed to resign 
before she became ill through 
stress. 

Mrs Davies, a teacher for 27 
years, said she still believed 
she had been right to allow die 
boy a chance to stand up to his 
tormentors, but would think 
twice before doing the same 
again. The incident last Octo¬ 
ber split parents at the 16CE 
pupil school and led to a 
disdplinaiy hearing which re¬ 
sulted in a final written warn¬ 
ing for the teacher. 

At the time, Mrs Davies 
said that the victim, who has 
learning difficulties, had been, 
kicked "like a football" in 
the playground by six boys 
aged five and six. She gave 
)um the choice of forgiving 
them or smacking them on the, 
hand with a wooden ruler. 


. A teacher has been cleared 
of smacking an eight-year- 
old pupO for misspelling a - 
word. A jury at Bradford 
Crown Court took, bnfy an 
hoar yesterday to find 
Nirbhai Singh Bbandd of 
Bmgley, west Yorkshire, 
not guilty of assaulting tire 
girl who cannot be identi¬ 
fied for legal reasons. Mr 
Bbandd, who teaches in 
Bradford, had been sus¬ 
pended from work after the 
girl alleged he bit her last 
April He said sfae foul 
walked into a door he was 
dosing. 


Mrs Davies, 49, said yester¬ 
day: "l still think l did the 
right thing. Hve-year-olds are 
capable of being little mon¬ 
sters. so if you don't nip things 
in the bud. you end up with 
something much worse, tt 
certainly worked: they didn’t 
bully any more." 

Parents . who launched a 
petition in support of Mrs 
Davies dashed with others 
who thoughr that she should 
have been sacked. She contin¬ 
ued to teach at the school for 
several weeks after the disci¬ 
plinary hearing, but went on 


sick leave at the beginning of 
December. , _ 

Mrs Davies said: “The 
stress has got to the point 
where I need psychiatric ther¬ 
apy and 1 don't want to end up 
like so many other teachers, 
retiring through ill-health, I 
want to go on to teach some¬ 
where dM. 

"The stress was down to the 
lack of support 1 got from the 
headmaster and governors 
and the {act that parents and 
teachers have told me they feel 
too intimidated to support me. 
Although it breaks my heart to 
leave the children at Tennyson 
Road, I want to get back to the 
dassroom and I think it will 
have to be somewhere else." 

Graeme Russell, the head 
teacher, confirmed that he had 
received Mrs Davies’S resig¬ 
nation. "I understand that she 
is considering taking this mat¬ 
ter to an industrial tribunal, in 
which rase it would be inap¬ 
propriate for rae to discuss the 
matter any further," he said in 
a statement. 

A spokesman for the Nat¬ 
ional Association of School¬ 
masters and Union of Women 
Teachers said that the union 
was no longer acting for Mrs 
Davies and declined to com¬ 
ment on her resignation. 


Duke loses 
battle to 
save woods 

The Government has dc- 
diiied to support a campaign 
by the Duke of Edinburgh, as 

president of the World Wide 
Fund for Nature, calling 
upon countries to protect 10 
per cent of their undent and 
semi-natural, woodlands. 
Britain, along with the US 
and several European coun¬ 
tries, says existing conserva¬ 
tion measures arc enough. 

Train ‘hijacked’ 

Commuters forced the driver 
of the 920pm from London 
Victoria to Brighton to stop 
at their stations after dozens 
of services op er a ted by 
Connex Southcentral were 
delayed or cancelled. 

Royal train death 

Roger Breeze, SO. a railway¬ 
man of Borland, Cheshire, 
was killed when hit by a train 
carrying tire Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh test June. Warrington 
Coroner’s Court was fold. 
Verdict accidental death. 

Slow M25 safer 

The imposition of variable 
Speed Krafts along tbc M25 
has cut the number of acci- 
dents by 28 per cent since the 
system started 18 months ago. 
Restricting speed has made 
traffic move more freely. 

Let it be decided 

The Oxford Union will de¬ 
bate' tonight whether the 
Beatles were better than Oa¬ 
sis. PanI Gallagher, brother 
of two of Oasis's members, 
wifl pot their case against 
N«3 Innes, the songwriter. 


□ The late Richard Hillarys 
bestsefliug memoir, men¬ 
tioned fo Tire Direchny (Feb¬ 
ruary 15), is entitled The Lost 
Enemy. 

□ King William St station, 
pictured yesterday, was on 
the City and South London 
Railway (subsequently incor¬ 
porated in the Northern 
Line) and opened in 1890. 



seek to question 

’s staff 


ex- 




By Stephen Farrell and Dalya albekge 


ITALIAN potipehave formally 
requested an interview with a 
retired head of antiquities at 
Sotheby's amid allegations 
that the auction house system¬ 
atically smuggled art trea¬ 
sures to Britain. 

The Carabinieri’s art theft 
division passed the request to 
Scotland Yard through Inter¬ 
pol, seeking to question Felici¬ 
ty Nicholson and her onetime 
administrator James Hodges. 
Miss Nicholson and Mr 
Hodges would be treated as 
witnesses, not suspects, and 
could refuse to take part 

The move arises from alle¬ 
gations in The Times and on 
Channel 4’s Dispatches that 
Sotheby's Old Masters expert 
in Milan. Roeland Kollewijn, 
arranged to smuggle a por¬ 
trait by the 18th century Italian 
artist Giuseppe Nogari to Lon¬ 
don test Marat. Within days, 
Mr Kdlewifn had resigned, a 
director of the London Old 
Masters department had been 
suspended, and Sotheby’s had 
begun a review of its proce¬ 
dures. Mr Hodges and Miss 
Nicholson worked for a differ¬ 
ent department firm Mr KqI- 
lewijn and were based in 
London. 

The Italians have extended 
their investigation beyond the 
Nogari allegation to include 
allegations of the widespread 
looting and sale of artefacts 
stolen from tombs and reli¬ 
gious sites. 

Prosecutors in Rome spent 
two weeks studying translated 
transcripts of a trial at Knights- 
bridge Crown Court in 1991 in 
which Mr Hodges, then 34, 
was jafled for nine months for 
forgery, false accounting and 
theft of a bronze helmet and 
terracotta bowl -from Sothe¬ 
by's, He was cleared cm 18 
other charges after claiming 
that he had set up false bank 
accounts and stored items at 
home • with his - superiors' 
knowledge and support 

During the trial. Miss Nich¬ 
olson. among others, gave evi¬ 
dence which, provided an in¬ 
sight into the art world. She 
admitted handling .items that 
she suspected had been smug- 
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Nicholson: has retired 
as head of antiquities 

gled and that she would ex¬ 
clude an item from sale only if 
there was firm evidence of 
wrongdoing. She was shown a 
manorandurn in which she 
had admitted finding “die 
shady side of the antiquities 
market not uncongenial”. a 
A Scotland Yard soutfc.^ 
confirmed yesterday that its 
Art and Antiques Unit had 
been approached fay the Ital¬ 
ian authorities to facilitate in¬ 
terviews with Mr Hodges. 
Miss Nicholson and Sothe- 
by;s. “The request covers 29 
points of Miss Nicholson’s evi¬ 
dence that they want to raise 
regarding lots that went 
through Sotheby’s," the source 
said. “We will assist and will 
seek to interview both parties." 

He said that the Italians had 
also asked for the seizure of 
the items referred to in court 
but painted out the difficulties 
because "these sales took place 
a long time ago”. 

A Sotheby's spokesman 
said: “We are not aware of any 
requ est from the Italian police 
befog made through Interpol. 
If one is made, well be co¬ 
operating with the police in 
any inquiries^ 

_ Miss Nicholson, who re- 
- tired last July, said last night: 
"You should talk to Sotheby’s. 
I do not want to comment" 
Mr Hodges left the art world 
after his release from jail and 
now lives in America. 
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By Adam Fresco • 

THE body of nine-year-old 
Kayleigh Ward, who had been 
missing since December, has 
been found, on a river bank. 
She had been strangled and 
sexually assaulted. - 

The partially clothed body 
was found" on Tuesday by a ; 
passerby about _a rnfle from; 
the girl’s home in Chester^ 
where she was Jasr seen on 
December-19 when .she went 
out to buy a bag of chips. 
Detectives described the case 
as "the most horrific murder 
inquiry" .they had worked cm.' 

The body was identified by- 
KayLeigh's mother. Yvonne 
Ward, with -whom die had 
been living in'a hostel, and her 
aunt. Beverley Ward. Yester¬ 
day the aunt said that the 
family had not been prepared 
for her death. “We kept our 
hopes up that Kayleigh would' 
be alive,'* she said. “How can 
you be prepared to expect a 
child who goes down to the 
chippy never tocome back? 

“The police have been mar¬ 
vellous. They have gbt child¬ 
ren themselves and have, 
supported the family." 

Tlie aunt added: “She was 
was loved, and she is going to 



Beverley Ward yesterday: she said die bad never 
lost hope that her niece, right, would return aKve 


be. missed. Kayleigh was 
called Odd Bod: dial was not 
something nasty but because 
she was a funny little child. 
The kids nicknamed Kayleigh 
because she put on a pair of 
socks drat .were odd. It was 
just her sense of humour. She 
had a wicked little laugh.” 

Detective Superintendent 
Dave Jones, head of the inves¬ 
tigation, said yesterday: “It is 
fay for the most horrific mur¬ 
der inquiry 1 have had to work 
oh and ! would like to .pay 
tribute to my officers. We were 


always hopeful we would be 
able toiind her alive. Sadly, 
that was not the cast 
“The. post-mortem found 
that she tiad been strangled 
before being put into the river 
where she was found. There 
was signs of indecent assault 
and we axe hoping that further 
forensic tests will develop 
what has exactly taken place. 

“The pathologist tells me the 
body had been under water for 
a considerable length of time, 
ily from soon, after she 
wait trussing. We are 


probahlj 
first we 


footing for other items of 
clothing. ” 

The area of the River Dee 
where the body was found, by 
a man walking his dog, had 
been searched by uniformed 
police and divers earlier in the 
investigation- The body ntay 
have been dislodged by a 
particularly high tide. 

Rayleigh's friends said a 
special prayer yesterday dur¬ 
ing assembly at Blacon Hall 
Junior School The headmas¬ 
ter i Nigel Campbell, said: “We 
are all deeply shocked and 
upset. We had never given up 
hoping that she might just 
have gone away somewhere. 

“She had a lively person¬ 
ality, was well liked, and could 
be an absolute treasure. That 
is exactly how we dull all 
remember her." 

Counsellors from the educa¬ 
tion service were being made 
available to help pupils and 
staff ar the school, which 
Kayleigh attended for 18 
months. 

□ A man was last night 
charged with the rape and 
murder of Kayleigh Ward. 
John O'Shaughnessy, 30. from 
Blacon. Chester, was due to 
appear before magistrates in 
the city today. 


DtMDKEND MlJ PA 



Divers searching for dues yesterday after the discovery of Kayleigh Ward's body 


Police find 
body of 
Zoe Evans 

POLICE in Wiltshire have 
found a body' believed to be 
that of the schoolgirl Zoe 
Evans (Kathryn Knight 
writes). It was hidden in dense 
undergrowth at the Bronze 
Age burial ground of 
Banlesbuty Hill. About half a 
mile from Zoe*s home in 
Warminster, the spot backs on 



Zoe Evans 

to Ministry of Defence land. 
Zoe. 9. went missing from her 
home on January 11 while her 
mother Paula. 23. thought she 
was in bed. Her stepfather 
Miles Evan, 23, a driver with 
the Royal Logistics Corps, was 
charged with her murder on 
February 4. 

Mr Evans is due to appear 
again before West Wiltshire 
Magistrates in Trowbridge on 
March 12. 
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Girl’s diaries 


alian polite 
*k to question 
Sothebe’ssh® 
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By A Staff Reporter 


A GIRL accused of murdering 
a teenage hairdresser at the 
age of 12 was precocious and' 
evil, a court was told.yester- 
d ay. She was constantly preoc- 
cupied by the death ' in 
“chilling’' diary entries in the 
years after the killing of Katie 
Raddiff in June. 1992. 

*£ Stewart Jones, QC, for foe 
’ prosecution, told Winchester 
Crown Court !*We submit to 
you that this was no ordinary 
12-year-old girl, We say she 
was a precocious and evil girl 
and we submit that/that is 
demonstrated, not only by' 
what she did, but fay what she. 
has said and writbaf^About it . 
• afterwards." 

The girl, now 17, denies 
murdering' Miss Raddiff. 18, 
from Hawley, Hampshire, ; 
who suffered 29 stab wounds, 
some of which went through 
her body; there were also 
wounds to her private parts. 
Mr Jones said oh Tuesdaytftat 
the accused girl had been 
haunted by the killing, and 
had alternatively exulted- over 
it, even going so far as a? 
mention sexual pleasure she 
had gained ham it at the time. 

Yesterday he took the jury 
through her diaries of 1994, 
1995 and 1996 in which, he 
said, she was preoccupied by 
the death: A diary entry from 
January 13, 1995, read: “Rei 
1$ member KR. Oh God shetiid 
* get me going so hot, pity 
really. I think about it and my, 
head is spinning, but against, 
the cops/ttm winning." 

An entry. from March 7, 
1995, read: “I bet She'S all bone 


and "maggots fay now. She 
shouldn’t have tested.” 

.. Another entry read: “If only 
I could kfll you again. I 
promise Td make you suffer 
more, you slag. Your .terrified 
. screams turn me on." 

Among other entries read to 
the court was one from De¬ 
cember 7, .1995, which said: 
.“Two and a half years today. I 
put that slag in the ground.” 
Mr Jones said the mathemaf- 
. iris was wrong, as by then it 
was three and a half years. 

The girl had also written a 
poem, iriduding the lines: 
“You keep on blacking out and 
your pulse is low/Stop trying 
to figftf ffie Reaper, just-retax 
and fet it ga", -.- - . 

. Mr Jones, said that when 
. police were interviewing the 
girl in May last year, a social 
worker had a private word 
with her.and the girl said that 
she had stabbed Miss Rackliff 
numerous times, - undressed 
her, touched the body, then 
used the knife. She had told 
the social worker she had 
Eaten a gold bracelet from the 
body. The feet that one had 
been removed had always 
been kept seerqt by the police. 

Back in the interview room, 
she had agreed “these devas¬ 
tating and irresistibly incrimi¬ 
nating details”. She had since 
retracted her admissions. 
-Annette Cini, a prison of¬ 
ficer, told the court she had 
had a conversation with the 
accused in January, 1996, in 
which the girl said she had 
murdered someone. 

- The trial continues. 



John Ward, who has worked tirelessly to u nm ask 
the kfllers of his daughter Julie in Kenya in 1988 

’ Fresh dues in 
Julie Ward case 



By Michael Horsnell 


THE father of Julie Ward. 

who has tirelessly investigated 
- her murder m a Kenyan game 
reserve in 1988, will fly to 
Nairobi for. the 60th time on 


sufficient evidence to charge 
them. The three were my 
original suspects.” Mr Ward 
has returned from Denmark 
where a former • Kenyan 
policeman who claims he saw 
the murder has beat Bving 


Saturday for whar could be the 
1 final stage of his quest to 
unmask her killers. 

John Ward, 64, will meet 
^the Kenyan Attorney-General, 
who has received a report 
believed to name a police 
■ officer and two employees of 
the Masai Mara reserve 
where Julie, 28. was last seen. 

Mr Ward, an hotelier, from 
,»jBrockley Green, Suffolk, who 
has spent £500.000 frying to 
track down his daughter's 
killers, said: “We might be 
coming to the end of this 
investigation. The Attorno^ 
General might decide there is 



under UN protection. 

Julie Ward, who was on a 
trip to photograph wildlife, 
was last seen at the reserve on 
September 6, 1988. Six days 
later her father, flew to Kenya 
and hired a light aircraft to 
search for her. 

Her jeep was found with 
SOS scrawled on te roof and 
the next day Mr Ward found 
Ws daughter's jaw bone and 
part of a leg by a bonfire. In 
1992, two game wardens from 
the Masai Mara were acquit¬ 
ted of the murder. 


/ 



An issue 


we need to put back on the table. 


30% of all household waste is packaging. 
Recycling more of our household waste is 
just one action from the Going for Green 
campaign's 'Green Code,' showing how we 
can all help improve the way we live. 

ft's so easy to make a difference; for 
example, by improving insulation around your 

home, being careful about using and 
maintaining your car, and getting involved 
in local environmental projects. 

If we all act together small steps like these 
could add up to a big difference for everyone. 

Don’t be left out, find out more by calling 
03-45 86 86 86, or cut out the coupon. 
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! Send to; HetptngYcxr Environment PO Box 200, Stratftxd-upon-A^ 0/37 9ZZ. 

FOLLOWING THE GREEN CODE. 

.. Helping your environment 


* * ★ 



The E colabel. 

Helping you choose the more 
ensiwonmera/dly friendb products. 



Promoting, adnsmg and helping you 
make the energy efficient choice. 



Tidy Britain Gr oup- 

Helpmg to achieve a litter-free 
onmnnunr. 



Going far Green. 

Malang a world of difference - together. 



Environment 

Agency* 


Sctfeguardh^ and improving 
the enmxmmenL. 

• in Scotland-the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency. 


■ SwjjponsUij 
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Bar defeats bid 

to end monopoly 
of jury trials 

BV Frances g.bb. legal correspondevt 

pressed concerns about allow 


THE Bar and the senior 

lor's attempt to end barristers 
monopoly of jury trwj s - 

The Lord Chancellor and 
four senior judges unexpected¬ 
ly backed down over what 
was 10 haw been the culrrunat- 
ina measure »n the 
mem’s reforms or the legal 
system. Crown prosecutors 
will not be able to appear in 
Crown Court trials on theu 
own. Other lawyers employed 
hv private organisations or 
antral or local- government 
will be barred from handling 
substantive High Court civil 
actions without a pnvate-prac- 

riC Thedecision is a blow to the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
and to the Law Society; and 
the latter reacted with disap¬ 
pointment A spokesman said: 
Er-_W-<*l lnwvers Will not De 


Lawyers are expecting a 
flood of applications wiren 
divorce becomes legal in 
the Republic or Ireland 
todayAboul 90,000 of the 
3.6 twilli na population are 
separated. The Free 
Aid Board has already 
received 1.000 requests for 
help in obtaining a divorce. 
Thousands' more are 


pioaeu -— —— 

mg the CPS to conduct jury 
trials. In the ligfrt of then- 
views. the five judges have 
agreed to only a limited relax¬ 
ation of the rules. 

Crown prosecutors will be 
able to conduct guilty pleas, 
which form the bulk of Crown 
Court work and directions 
hearings. But the Barhas m 
effect retained the jewel ofrts 

_:_:_ 1 4r nirv trials. The 


gSwaqg SsSSSS 

is believed many are adopt- ac- 

n Nmit and see” aln- 


Ib V T_- 

ins a “wait and see" atti¬ 
tude to the courts 
procedure. A re®"*™ 1 ?*! 
in November 1995 aided 
the 1937 constitutional ban 
by a majority of less than 1 
per cenL 


subject to stringent aiteria. 
The issue of “employed law- 

irc »»■“ - _____ .-ij. vers — and especially those ill 

MjintmenL A spokesman • ye Crown Prosecution Service 
'Employed lawyers vnfi nm be iteCwm ptydMded pro- 

able io exercise advocacy _ .__„i e „ *hp senior 


rights on their own in alm^J 

all the circumstances in winch 
they would wish to do so. The 
Lord Chancellor’s efforts to 
overcome restrictive practice, 
on rights of audience have 
hetrn frustrated." 

The Courts and Legal Ser¬ 
vices Act 1990 paved the way 
for advocacy nghK to be 
opened up beyond the Bar » 
solicitors and other profes¬ 
sionals. Solicitors in pnyare 
practice in 1993 won the right 
io appear in higher courts. 


fesaon and also the senior 
judges. who. under the 1990 
Art. make the final decision. 

The Lord Chancellor. Lord 
Mackay of Cl ash fern, the Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Bingham 

of Comhiil. and the Master o 

the Rolls. Lord Woolf, had all 
been thought to favour grant¬ 
ing wider advocacy rights to 
employed lawyers. But Sir 
Richard Scott, the ViceChan- 
cellor, and Sir Stephen Brown, 
the President of the High 
Court family division, have ex- 


decision naa. aiau — 

any move towards what, ac¬ 
cording to the Bar, would be a 

state prosecution service. 

The Lord Chancellor’s De¬ 
partment put an optimistic 
gloss on the decision yester¬ 
day. heralding the news as 
“employed solicitors granted 
rights of audience tn the 
higher courts". Lord Mackay 
said the decision denoted a 
continuation of “sensible poli¬ 
cies of reform". Robert Owen, 
QC, chairman of the Bar, 
hoped the debate on advocacy 
rights was now over. 

At present lawyers who 
work in the CPS. in the gov¬ 
ernment legal service. local 
government or commerce^or 
industry, have limited rights 
of audience. In 1995-96, the 
CPS paid £73 million in fees to 
private-practice barristers. 
Yesterday’s changes apply to 
employed solicitors; employed 
barristers are to be considered 
separately but the same rules 
are likely to apply. 
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Streetwear 

taken for a 
rural ride 

on catwalk 

j$ytjRA£E BRADBERKy ■ 

STYLE EDITOR 

sporting hacking J"*** 

LnickerboAers and-jJJT 
momtdKdied socks, 
uig to one of fte 
most influential designers- 

Dcai turned youthreb^^ 
on its bead at London Fash¬ 
ion Week wife dothcsremi- 
irisbeur of an Edwardn* 
shooting party- save for the 
eaxnESdetailing and nus- 
'. matched colours. 

jt remains to be seen 

whether Hemingway,^ ren¬ 
dered the loot pafatable to 

tfae under-Ks who buy Red or 
Dead. The tweedjmfctoer- 
hockers. teamed with orange 
and^m check starts and 
burnt orange pol<>^«^ 
would baveslotted mtoti* 
wardrobe of Diana Spencer 
area 1980. Cord trou«« 
were cropped for both raen 
and women. The men wore 
them wife green granddad 
cardigans; fee women wife 

an^gcomefficpWorsho^ 

Later there were denim 
oenril skirts and chiffon ta¬ 
me shirts- The final dress 
followed fee Jane Ansto 
croze: it wa& red and empire 
ipia, wife a diiffon bodu*- 
In contrast to Bed or Dead* 
youth st^e, Pearcp Honda 
■ showed 

wear at Harrods. Sheafe and 
. drape-neck dresses were m 
soft camel grey.■® 1 
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SAVE 
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ON LARGE SCREENTVs 


PREE OPTION 
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29-DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 

SURROUND SOUND TV 

• 68cm visible screen size. 

• IQ picture facility automatically 
adjusts colour and contrast 
according to the brightness off 
the room for improved viewing. 

• Complete with TVAndeo cabinet 

STEREO VIDEO 

WITH VIDEOPLUS 

• Long ptey/necord facility. 

• VideoPlus with POC. • Auto set-up. 

Total Separate Seffing Price £1248.98. 

Dixons Package Deal 
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lUttMUU way iwMfwoinajwwaa 

to put you right at the heart of the movie 
action they’ve butt the entire system into 
a state-of-the-art TV 
IStotraing vwires.no toss setting^ 
They cal it The worlds first 3-D 
PhcxicTV 
WecalitbrSanL 

JVC29SX1 MPHOMCTBftmnii ' 

29" {88cm vtefcto semen so»L 
□tMona Deal £79999 
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• OrrtereandtaptewL 
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StBEOW 
oVHooPk* 
wflhFDC. 
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Dixons Deal 


_1-TV 

WTHMSTEXT 

• SScmvteWa . 

- screen rtza 
•RMtettforeasy 
. access K>ai 

• Oivsciwn - 

PuS5Sw«. 
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• SateMBCorttNi 
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TV WITH FASTEXT 

• Stem visi3te screen aze. 

• Black matrix picture tuba 

• 99 channels and 2x/W. 

Was£329 99. | )T [ . 

£279-99 


25 a POLBT rfW" 
LOGIC SURROUND 
SOUND TV 

• 58cm vteWe screen siaa 

0 IQ picture.Was £79999 

£ 6909 
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I SOUND TV 

l66cmvtaWB9creenstoa 
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' 3y Stewart Tendier. 

NEW evidence from a hospital 

doctor vriio trrated dying cas¬ 
ualties of tht Hillsborough 
disaster may be used to chaU- 
enge the inquest verdicts ana 
prompt a new investigation 
into policr action. • , 

t - Victims*relativesbelieyefco 
I "WiTker: whd wasnotetoied to 
nve evidence al the inquest, -, 

» nas rajsed important qu«- 
tmns , about" whether. mwe 
peoplecould hayesurvived fee 
.disaster in which 96 football 
fans died on April 15,19W. 

Writing in the latest edition 
of Hospital Doctor, Dr Walk¬ 
er questions evidence given at 
fee inquest about times of 
death. He says he tended more 
than a dozen people at North¬ 
ern General Hospital m Shef¬ 
field. His first patient. FMip 
Hammond, 14. had a pulse 
and a heartbeat but died al 
about 3.40pm. 

Dr Stefan Popper, the bftei- 
fidd coroner, ruled at fee 
inquest that by 3.15pm many 
victims were already brain 

Rapist of 
new mother 
is jailed 

By Joanna Bale 

A MASKED man who broke 
into a woman’s house and 
raped her in front of her two 
young children was jailed tor 
14 years yesterday. • 

Steffen Sergeant, 19, held, a 
shard of broken glass to the 
22 -year-old woman's throat 
then blindfolded her with a 
balaclava before carrying out 
his attack. During her ordeal, 
fee woman, who had given 
birth to a daughter ten days 
before, tried to comfort her 
three-year-old son who was 
screaming in terror. 

Sergeant, of Leicester, who 
was convicted by a jury of one 
charge of rape and one of 
aggravated burglary after a 
trial at Leicester Crown Court 
last November, was sen¬ 
tenced by Mr Justice Hidden 
in the High Court in London 
yesterday. The judge told him: 
“Your inhuman selfishness 
and your callous dismissal of 
anyone’s feelings but your 
own was told. It has had a 
terrible effect on your victim's 
whole life. She has had to 
move, but still feels frightened. 
She doesn’t feel safe even with 

people she knows — she knew 
you. The little boy still speaks 

about tiie man who hurt 
mummy and wakes up 
screaming,"- 


CRIME CORRESPONDENT 


dead. He refusedto hear any- 

evidence -about what hap- 
pened -after feds errtt.'=:7ne 
inquest recorded. yerdtcB . of 
aaidenfal death. / •£ ^ 

Dr Walker ‘ says:• “The pa- 


tPcWollyhis heart was;stul 
ig;'My daiA 

Wasticveriaskea to^re 
ace at fee inquest" • 

Tbe Hillsborough Family 
Support Group plaiK to use 
feranaesthetist's testimony to 

ask the High Court to quash 
fee verdicts of accidental 
death. Solicitors may also 
apply to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions fir. a oiminal 
investigation into South Yorkr 
shire Police, which handled 
fee disaster. . 

Trevor Hides, chairmanjn 
fee support- group, said ttw 
evidence raised questions as to 
whether all the victims had the 
best possible chance of 
survival. 


Antiquities 
smuggling 
trial halted 

gled from Egypt 

C ^S>T0keley-Pan7.« i 

^odl including a 
tamze figure of fee 

gSSka beSSSi June 1992 
^December 

trial wfll start on May 12. 

Sex change case g 

A 51 -vear-old man wife two ^ 
children who is seeking sex- 
change surgery h^ won per¬ 
mission to bring a Higb Coimt 

test case to challenge Stottp- 
shire Health Authority^ refus- 

SJo provide NHS funding for 

the operation- 

Tory’s libel win 

• Jifliah Lewis, the Tory pro- 

elective parliamentary c ari ch- 
i for the New Fo^t, 
-accepted G6.000 hbel.dajn- 
■ ages over an article in me 
satirical magazine Scallywag 
which alleged feat he was 
rumoured to be homosexual. 

Player accused 

The Manchester City football- £ 

l -er Peter Beagrie has been 

1 charged wife indecently as¬ 
saulting two women dunnga 
night out in St Helier, Jersey. 
The winger, 31. was released 
in bail and will face rnagis- 
feates next month. 

Mincer death 

A 51 -year-old man died after 
fatting into the mincing mach¬ 
ine he was cleaning. The man, 
who has not been named, was 
trapped in feemachine for two 
hours after the accident at 
Beni Foods in Milton Keynes. 
An inquest wUl be held. 

Shark trapped 

A5ftblue shark found trapped 
in a - gully at low tide m 
Newbiggroby-th^S®*, North¬ 
umberland. was put out ones 
misery by Ray Free, 45. it 
was barely alive," he said.. I 
don’t think it would have 
survived if I’d put it back. 
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Buy Everest windows and doors in February and you 

could daim up to a massive 35%* Tiff.- .So cal! today 
because there has never been a better time to make your 
home warmer, quieter and more secure. 

First Choice Finance 
If you want finance, we can also help- / ' v 
We offer an unsecured finance 'facility 
subject to statue. Written details are 
available on request 

You only fit double glazing once, 
so fit the best - Everest. 

• Off uric* d«Mutant on ontar mlM. Motto bo used in eonfuneilon 

wrth >ny other offer. Dtftarwftt dtoewiM* apply to RoofA» and consenralones. 
Ofliif avuflabta onty at time 0 * qootatxxi. 


Call Free 0800 010123 

please quote reference FEE729 




if pA rd^to save up to 35%’ off Everest's Rst price. I 

V Ip NR —_1__.LB—li«. M* I 


UP TO 13 MONTHS 

INTEREST FREE OPTION 


ffhnnmsr ^ Z9t5% 


*Acou«iaHB»« 


Dixons 
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Cheaper car 
insurance 

t 

Admiral 


0800 600 800 


J y fcjj PtMse arrange a free, no obEgation quotatiort. 

I Name: Mr/Mra/Miss 
| HomeTW No 
| Address__ 

1__ 

| Postcode 


Everest 

■ _- FIT THE BEST 

^rarest House, FRSPOST Cuffleifr Herts EN6 4VA. 












































THE TIMES THURSDAY FEBRUARY 271997 


rv ^nansecasr 


ni| »i $ 

n. 

■■ 

• * ' v -'" 9 |]k. 

■■■■■Vi. 


ft el win 


raccused 


,'T JtUlk 


tT4KXU .£Moa 
I '•Wv» ? TVv* 3 > 





s • v.:a 


THE NEW PEUGEOT 406 ESTATE. LOVE IT FOR ITS LOOKS, 



ss$ 



The new Peugeot 406 Estate is a 


most elegant car. Its sweeping lines and subtle new 


V6. And all models are fitted with twin airbags, power-steering and remote 




curves are the envy 


of many designers. However, it’s more 


than just a pretty face, central-locking as standard. Starting at an alluring £143407 we think it will appeal p^jjGEOT 



i It comes with a stunning range 


B of diesel and petrol engines, including a sexy to your 


head, as well as your heart. For a free information pack call 0345 000 406? 


THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE 


*er« 


, P«ce SUED 0» * BEWTtfULMKBrr 408 OWE « 




LflVELV MODS. fEJOURED IS THE SUBLME PEUGEOT W6 ESTATE EXECUTIVE FROM V&J3S0 ON THE ROAD. METALLIC PUNT EXTItt COST CPTKIN. tW-E 
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Puzzle of parliamentary low-flyers with sky-high earnings 


T he amount that MPS earn 
from outside interests app¬ 
ears to be inve 7 sdy related 1 
to them ability. Whh only a few- 
exceptions, the top earning MPs 
are among the less talented mem- 
bers. T hat rather than the evident 
inconsistencies of dedaration, is 
the most striking feature of die 
new register erf membere’ interests 
pubKshedthis week. 

Most attention has naturally 
focus ed on which MPs earn a lot 
from' consultancies related to 
roemberahip of the Commons. 
Bnt as ; interesting is why com- - 
panics should wish to employ 
them. The same issue is raised by 
the proliferation of public and 


govemruent affairs consultancies 
set up by, and employing, former 
MPs, prospective candidates, for¬ 
me - special advisers and party 
researchers. They all trade on the 
political ignorance and naivety of 



|y exaggerating, their supposed 
inride trade to people with power. 
There is a tot of froth. 

Some MPs can provide sensible 
and shrewd advice to companies 
on the latest political and econom¬ 
ic developments. And no journal¬ 
ist diould begrodge the right of an 
MP to supplement his backbench¬ 
er** salary, even after the rise to 
£43.000, provided that everything 
is fully declared. I believe that 


Mft should not be foil rime and 
should be allowed to have outside 
interests. That is specifically what 
die Nolan report said and what 
the Commons subsequently 
approved. 

More puzzling are which MPs 
have big earning power. Top of 
the fist is, as last year. Roy 
Hattereky but his income of up to 

CllUdOO comes from lus talents as 
a man of letters. More eye-raising 
is the £464)00 to £65,000 which 
Robert Atkins earns from four 
consultancies providing parlia¬ 


mentary services, including to 
William HiH and ICL Mr Atkins 
is a gregarious, bouncy chap, who 
spent eight undistinguished years 
as a junior and middle ranking 
minister. He knows about the 
computer industry, but is not 
noted far his Original or percep¬ 
tive insights. 

The same can be said for other 
big earners such as Sir Dudley 
Smith. Paul Marland, Jack 
Aspinwall, Patrick NicboUs and 
Sir Archibald Hamilton. The lat¬ 
ter. a member of the Standards 
and Privileges Committee, earns 
between £224)00 and £45,000from 
five consultancies or from provid¬ 
ing parliamentary services. This 


indudes Merrifl Lynch Europe. 
Sir ArehbaM is a member of the 
Tories’ regimental rather than 
reflective tendency, known for his 
bottom rather than Iris brains. 

Of course; the Commons cannot 
be foil of intellectual highflyers, 
and there is a place for the worthy 
and the mediocre. At least, these 
M Ps have declared their earnings 
fivnn the provision of services in 
their capacity as MPs. This now 
involves just advice; since advoca¬ 
cy on behalf of outride bodies or 
persons is banned. The main 
loophole is the reference to “their 
capacity as MPs". Some claim 

that their consultancies are unre¬ 
lated to being members of the 


Commons and are because of 
then- non-political experience. 
David Metlor records in the 
register that his services from 11 
consultancies have never been 
provided in his capacity as an M P 
and are not dependent on his 
bring an MP. Other members 
have been less explicit and there is 
no obligation to declare other 
outside earnings. Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary Com¬ 
missioner for Standards, writes in 
his introduction that there “con¬ 
tinue to be apparent inconsisten¬ 
cies in the interpretation'’ of the 
rules. This is a priority for the next 
Parliament 

But it is still odd that distin¬ 


guished. and successful, com¬ 
panies find it worth hiring 
some of these M ft as consultants. 
Unless these MPs have been 
hiding pearls of wisdom, the 
companies might have saved 
money', and be better informed, 
by taking out a subscription to a 
few national newspapers and 
weeklies and employing a bright 
young researcher to monitor gov¬ 
ernment and parliamentary 
papers on the Internet The ability 
of these MPs to earn such money 
from consultancies is, I suppose a 
triumph, for the mysteries of the 
market 

Peter Riddell 


Heseltine to play 
peace role in heat 
of Tory campaign 

Bu Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


MICHAEL HESELTINE has 
taken on toe critical election 
campaign role of keeping the 
peace between rival Tory pow¬ 
er groups. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
is seen as the only one who can 
prevent a damaging row de¬ 
veloping from toe tension 
between election: strategists 
and toe New Labour New 
Danger advertising team. “He 
will be the glue which will 
keep this operation together,’’ 
a Central Office source said. 

Mr Heseltine is also being 
put forward as the public face 
of the campaign. "He will be 
our rapid response and rapid 
rebuttal unit an the television 
and radio. He is still our best 
heavyweight performer.* the 
source said. ■ . 

Lord Cranbome, the Leader 
of the House of Lords, is being 
drafted into 10 4 Downing 
Street as toe Prime Minister’s 
eyes and ears during the 
campaign Brian Mawhinney, 
the Tory party chairman, wfll 
direct operations from Conser¬ 
vative Central Office. A third 
significant influence, is Mau¬ 
rice Saatchi, the advertising- 
guru behind the New Labour 
New Danger campaign. - 

The role of Lord Cranbome. 
who ran Mr Major’s 1995 
party leadership campaign, is . 
a potential source of canflict. 
with Central Office.- It has 


been dismissed as peripheral 
and unimportant by some 
strategists. “He will be run¬ 
ning the country not the 
campaign while the Prime 
Minister is out on the hus¬ 
tings.” one Central Office offi¬ 
cial said But John Major may 
yet name Lord Cranbome as 
his C3ue£of-Sta/f which would 
destroy that notion. 

The role of Dr Mawhinney 
has been downgraded because 
be is perceived to be ineffective 
at television and radio. He 
will front tile morning press 
conferences at Central Office 
but during the rest of the day 
will work behind toe scenes. 
His media role will be restrict¬ 
ed to regional tours. 

The overshadowing on pre¬ 
sentation of. a- Tory party 
chairman is unprecedented in 
an election campaign. Cedi 
Parkinson, Norman Tebhit, 
and dirts Patten, dominated 
the airwaves during the 1983. 
1987 and 1992 elections. 

Mr Heseltine will be the 
conduit between Downing 
Street; ' and Central Office, 
particularly in the event of 
territorial disputes. He will 
also be an important link 
between the increasingly im¬ 
portant centre of influence on 
the campaign: the Soho offices 
of M & C Saatchi. 

The newly ennobled Mau¬ 
rice Saatchi has enofmaus 


sway over the direction of the 
campaign, which has caused 
resentment and anxiety in 
some quarters of Conservative 
Central Office. Lord Saatchi of 
Staptefield has an open fine to 
number 10 Downing Street 
and enjoys the full confidence 
of the Prime Minister.' • 

Sir Tim Bell and Peter 
Glimmer, the new Lord 
Chadlington, who are toe 
other members of the advertis¬ 
ing troika behind New Labour 
New Danger, wfll attend daily 
meetings at Central Office 
with Lord SaatchL 
The three men. business 
rivals but good friends, secure 
agreement for the concept of 
their advertising strategy 
when they meet Dr Mawhin- 
ney. But the finished product 
is delivered by M &C Saatchi 
only days or even hours before 
the laundi — too late for any 
radical changes, a ccordi ng to 
Central Office critics. “They 
are nor known as toe Three 
Musketeers for nothing. Their 
motto is: all for one and one 
for alL They present a fait 
accompli to Central Office," 
an official said. 

The Maurice Saatchi style, 
self-assured and confident 
after working an successive 
Tony election campaigns, has 
added to toe sense of unease at 
Central Office. Norman 
Blackwell, the head of the 


\ J "W 

Sir 71m Bad 
Lows BoS 
Communications 



. .... v ■ 




W '- : p- 



1 


THE 

BATTLE OF 
MAJOR’S 
EAR 


Downing Street Policy Unit, 
has joined forces with Dr 
Mawhinney to try to ensure 
the advertising agency's work 
is tested by focus groups. The 
formidable diplomatic skills of 
Sir Tim Bell, the ultimate 
salesman of die advertising 
trio, will be tested to the limit 
The large behind-the-scenes 
cast list has triggered fears 
that a timebomb has already 
begun ticking inside the newly 
established war roam at Cen¬ 
tral Office. Unwelcome memo¬ 
ries of the 1987 election 
campaign have flooded back. 
Lord Young of Grafiham was 


brought in by Margaret 
Thatcher to keep an eye on the 
campaign and Norman 
Teboit. her party chairman. 
Lord Young secretly brought 
in Sir Tim Bell. 

The campaign detonated in 
1987 on “wobbly Thursday" 
when opinion polls showed 
toe Tory kad to have slumped. 
Sir Tim was ordered by Lord 
Young to come up with an 
alternative advertising strate¬ 
gy. Lord Tebbir was enraged. 
In toe ensuing row Lord 
Young lost control, grabbed 
Lord Tebbit by the shoulders, 
and declared: “Norman we 


are going to lose this ... 
election." Bell’s advertise¬ 
ments won toe day and Mrs 
Thatcher the election. 

. Veterans of toe 1987 cam¬ 
paign have cast Lord Cran¬ 
bome, a scion of toe Cedi 
dynasty, in toe Lord Young 
role. But Central Office appa¬ 
ratchiks predicted that if Dr 
Mawhinney cannot crack the 
whip Mr Heseltine will have 
to intervene. “With the Prime 
Minister out on the road it will 
be down to Heseltine to keep 
the operation running on the 
straight and narrow.” the 
Tory strategist said. 


Labour confused 
over charitable 
status for schools 

By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


LABOUR’S policy on charita¬ 
ble status for schools was 
thrown into confusion last 
night when an education 
spokesman suggested that 
some public schools may not 
"deserve” to keep iL 

Peter Kilfpyle. a Labour 
education spokesman, ap¬ 
peared to contradict recent 
comments by David Blunkett. 
his boss, by saying that same 
wealthy schools that had been 
designated charitable institu¬ 
tions in toe past might not be 
able ro sustain this status. 

In an interview earlier this 
month Mr Blunkett suggested 
there would be no threat to the 
present scheme, under which 
many public schools, includ¬ 
ing Eton, get tax relief and 
rates relief if they have chari¬ 
table status. 

But he did indicate that 
independent schools would 
have to show they earned their 
charitable status by providing 
teaching or recreational facili¬ 
ties to nearby state schools. 

Writing in the Prep School 
Magazine, published last 
week, Mr JCilfoyle said: “If for 
example there is a wealthy 
school, designated as a chari¬ 
table institution because hun¬ 
dred of years ago it was set up 
with a charitable purpose, but 
it no longer operates as such, it 
seems to me that this is not a 
sustainable position for it 
when there are so many 
deserving causes.” 

The apparent split came as 
Tony Blair called for greater 


discipline in his party and 
urged toe Shadow Cabinet to 
present a “united ream against 
the Tories". During an after¬ 
noon strategy meeting of the 
Shadow Cabinet, Mir Blau- 
made dear that the party had 
to behave in contrast to the 
“division and ideological bat¬ 
tles raging in toe Tory party". 

His warning followed a 
spate of events where shadow- 
ministers appeared to contra¬ 
dict each other. The main 
example was Robin Cook's 
denial that Labour intended to 
privatise the Tote after toe 
idea had been suggested by 
Gordon Brown’s office. 

Mr Kflfqyle’s comments 
were immediately dismissed 
by David Blunkett *s office, 
which said: “We have no 
plans, or proposals to change 
charitable status." 

Sources dose to Mr 
Blunkett confirmed that the 
party had carried out a review 
of the government's polity of 
charitable status but had not 
been persuaded that it needed 
to be changed. 

They argued that Mr 
Kilfoyieis arride was based on 
a speech that he had made 
several months ago. Mr 
Kilfqyie later put out a state¬ 
ment saying: The Labour 
Party has no proposals to 
change the charitable status of 
independent schools. We want 
to see independent and state 
schools working more dosely 
together to help raise stan¬ 
dards." 



By Polly Newton 
• - POLITICAL REPORTER 

THE comedy actor John Geese has been 
drafted in by the Liberal Democrats to 
tackle one of their most enduring prob¬ 
lems: voters’ reluctance to back a party 
they bdieve has no chance of winning. 

In a party political broadcast to be 
screened tonight. Geese invites people to 


suggest how toe Liberal Democrats could 
counter the “wasted vote” argument The 
party has already distri b uted two mflh'on 
reply-paid postcards, with a picture of 
Geese and the words: “I’ve got a little 
problem... can yon hdpT” 

The broadcast also available on the 
Internet, says that polls show that one in 
two people would vote liberal Democrat 
If they thought the party could won. After 


a brief facial spasm of frustration that 
will be familiar to Geese fans, he points 
out that with 50 per cent of the vote toe 
party would have a landslide victory, but 
adds: “We should be so ludcy." 

Geese, a long-standing Liberal Demo¬ 
crat supporter, also seeks to reassure 
voters that toe party has plenty of 
experience at “running things" through 
its control of numerous local authorities. 
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ItelraacsrRfloavaNe 

2R374 

31J98 

Other Income 

7,4H 

5,780 

Total Income 

35,785 

36,978 

AdnmustrariveExposes 

15,739 

14230 

PtowskMS for Loan Losses 

1,759 

3,969 

ProSr on Ordinary Activities 

18^287 

18/79 

lax aoProfoOT Ordinary 
Activities 

/ ' 6,034 - 

6050 , 

Profit fix-the Year 

11253 

I2 f tt9 

Gross Capital 

127,134 

114*81 

Total Assets (£m) 

£I,64L2m 

£LS09.1m 


• Assets grew by R8% 

• Mortgage loan losses reduced by 56% 

• At&nirastranvc Expense ratio wdl beiew 

• Esceflenrgnxsc^walat8iil% 

Coimnoniii^ on these results Era! Hughes, GuefEacnrive, said 

*By anybody's standards 1996 was a very good year 
for the Cheshire. Tbs solid results are » reflection of 
tie benefits of mutuality and will bdf> to secure our 
members' future into tie 21st century*- 
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THE TIMES DILLONS CRIME FORUM 


Learn the art of 



CRIME 

WRITING 

with Minette Walters 
and Colin Dexter 


TWO of Britain’s leading crime novelists, Minette 
Walters {above) and Colm Dexter, will discuss the 
art of crime writing at a Times/Dillons Forum at 
730pm on Tuesday, March 4, at the Institute of 
Education, London WCI. The audience wffl also 
have a chance to question the authors. 

Dexter's books are worldwide bestsellers and his 
Inspector Morse television series topped the ratings 
with 18 milli on viewers. Minette Walters has also 
had television success with The Sculptress, which 
will be followed in May by The Ice House. 

The admission price includes £2 off the price of 
Walters’s new novel The Echo (£16.99) and £1 off Dexter's 
Death is Now My Neighbour (£9.99), both published by 
Macmillan. 

For full details of bow to book, see coupon (below). 


TIMES / DILLONS CRIME FORUM 
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for The Tins/IWUms Crime Banna on T neo d n y. Mmh 4 
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YOU CAN 
WITH A NISSAN 


The Almera Equation now available with 
the Nissan SM. Ownership Package: 

3 years insurance 
3 years servicing* 

3 years warranty 


for 

only 


£136 


per 

month. 


12.1 


% 


plus deposit and 


final payment. 


TYPICAL EXAMHE: 

FOR AIMEBA EQUATION 1.4 3DR WITH ASSURE 333 RACKAGE COSTWG £10,750.00 ON TM ROAD 

DEPOSIT 

35% 

AMOUNT 

BORROWS) 

TERM 

(MONTHS) 

36 

MONTMY 

MTMENIS 

X 

RNAl 
RWMB4T/ 
WJURE 
VALUE 

APR 

INTBtEST 

CHARGH)* 

TOW. 

PAYABLE 

£376150 

£6,787.50 

37 

C135L26 

£4,020.00 

13.1% 

£1,96136 

£12711-86 



*1oducfcig an odmm fee of £60 added to tint payment. | 
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THE BEST CHOICE FOR ALL 
YOUR BUSINESS COMPUTING NEEDS 
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166MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 15" 
SVGA monitor. Eight speed CD-ROM 
drive. 16 bit stereo soundcard and 
speakers. 1Mb PC 3D graphics. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem. 

Over £650 worth of software* 
free including Windows '95 and 
works '95. model aqos pi&6Mmx. 
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Mis 
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NEW 

iTi 


BUY NOW 
PAY 9 MONTHS 

APRICOT 


133MHz Pumma Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 

I Mb PCi graphics E#« speed 
(THihimeduL 28.8KJjps datj/fa* 
modem. Security device and alarm, 
infra red remote control. Software 
indudes Windows '95 and 4 games. 
MODEL' MS540 PI53 Mubmeda. _ 
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LOW PRICE 
PROMISE 


We won't be beaten 

We .promise that if you find the same offer avaiable 
atalowef.pricein any other local retail store withm 
,7 dojis rf purchase we will refund the dif ferenc e - 
guaranteed prewkfirtg-you produce your reoerpt and 
detais of where you saw the offer- 
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UNDER £1000 
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STORAGE 


SAVE 

[£300 


v ; 


COMPAQ 


150MHz P»flwPnxES»K 

24Mb RAM. 2.1Gb hard risk. 1Mb PO graphics. 

15’ SVGA montor. Sateen qreed CWtom dw. 

16 bn sweo soundcard 33.6Kbps dao/fax modem. 
Ssy toes Basra Indudes sute of sotowre 
MODEL: Compaq 4166. 


7 : 


MEMORY BUY ONE 
AND GET THE SECOND 
FOR HALF PRICE 


MODEM 
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[Full ranaaofo 
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SAVE 
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BUY 2 
GET 1 
FREE 



MULTIMEDIA S ^q E 


BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS I LOW PRICE PROMISE 


SOFTWARE - SAVE ¥o p £290 


PORTABLES - SAVE ^ £500 
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GREAT SAVINGS ON OVER lOO 
PC & PRINTER PACKAGES 
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120MHz Penbmn PnxessoE. 

BMb RAM. IOGb hard &k. LIT SVGA 
Dualscan display. Trackpad device. Type l& 
PGMCW Sot 16 bit stereo sound stereo 


Windows 95. 



PACKARD BELL 

TXSMHz Pentium PC 

16Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 14' SVGA 
monitor. Six speed multimedia. 

Over £1000 worth of software.* 

j^Sj caooo Coloar billet Printer 

720 x 360 DPI resolution (black and colour). 

Up to 45 pages per minute Photo-real printing 
capab^rty.. Was £1554^9. 

7 MOPa: Patted Bell 9004&Canon42oa 
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One of the throwing spears found in the opencast mine at Schoningen, together with a pelvic bone from a horse, a favoured target The point below, was cut from the denser timber at the root end 

Spears throw fresh light on ancient man the hunter 


By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


THE world's oldest throwing 
spears have been found at a 
coal mine in Germany. Dat¬ 
ing bade some 400.000years, 
they were carcfalty made and 
well balanced javelins, used 
for hunting big game, includ¬ 
ing elephant rhino and espe¬ 
cially horses. 1 

The find gives credence to 
die idea that early human 
bangs were active and eff¬ 
icient-hunters, hot just scav¬ 
engers. ■ Sane scholars have 
argued that purposeful bunt¬ 
ing began with modem man 
less than 100.000 years ago. 

The three spears are carved 
from 30-year-old spruce trees. 
They are up to 23m (7ft Sin) 
long, but less than two inches 
in diameter. The points are 
cut from the denser and 


harder timberal the root end. 

“All three spears were man¬ 
ufactured to the same pattern 
with the maximum weight at 
the painted end. The tails 
taper and in all respects they 
resemble' modem javelins." 
Dr Hartmut Tftieme. an ar¬ 
chaeologist based in Hanno¬ 
ver, reports in Nature. Dr 
Robin Denned of Sheffield 
University said the finds 
would be “sensational" if they 
were only 3£00.years aid. 
“Ones a hundred tunes older 
are almost unimaginable.” 

The spears were found at 
Schoningen, near Heimstedt, 
familiar until 1990 as a fron¬ 
tier crossing from West to 
East Germany. The opencast 
coal mine cuts through a 
series of ancient river chan- 
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nds. where damp deposits 
have preserved thousands of 
wood and bone fragments. 

In one small area there are 
more than tOjOOQ pieces of 
bone, mainly from horses, 
and bearing marks of butch¬ 
ery. Many , flint tools were 
found with them, including 
points for cutting and scrap¬ 
ers for cleaning skins. Other 
finds at die Schoningen site 


include fir branches with 
grooves cut into them, appar¬ 
ently to hold stone blades. 
Such composite tools possess 
both sharpness and resilience 
and can be repaired easily if a 
blade or shaft breaks. 

Composite tools have been 
dated to the end of the Ice Ag^ 
some 15,000 years ago. The 
Schoningen finds are much 
older — “foe oldest composite 
tools in die world ", according 
to Dr Thieme. Animal bones 
found with them include 
those of extinct speries of 
elephant, rhinoceros and 
bear, as well as horse and red 
deer. 

The speannakers of Schon- 
ingen were dearly hunters. 
Dr Denndl said, and were 
skilled enough to make su¬ 
perb weapons to use in then- 
quest for food. “The 


£30m screen test for Rupert, 76 


By Alexandra Frean 
MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

RUPERT BEAR, the 76-year- 
old comic-strip character, is 
bidding to' appear in' a fun- 
length cartoon Sim. ■' 

A consortium of British 
animators, together with Ger¬ 
ry Anderson, the creator of 
the tcleviaon series Thunder- 
birds. has applied for. a 
£30 millio n lottery grant 
from die Arts. Council to 
make flic first . di tc nia feature 
about Britain's JongcsHim- 
ning strip cartoon. Tom 
Parkhonse, of (be ftmmatiqn 
company Martin Gates Pro¬ 
ductions and a member of the 
cons orti um. United Anima¬ 
tion. sank “We thought if 
would be a great way to 
showcase British bleat” 
Rupert was created for 



TourteL created the 
character in 1920 

Daily Express in 1920 by 
Mary Toortd, whose bus- 
band was flic paper’s news 
editor. The television and 
fihn rights to .(be comic strip 
. are owned by flic animation 


c ompan y Ncfvana. also a 
member of the coosortnnn. 
The first two of flic most 
recent television series of. 
Rupert Bear were shown on 
ITV last May and June. The 
third series starts today . 

If its lottery bid is success¬ 
ful, the consortium also plans 
to make feature- 

film versions of the Brothers 
Grimm fairy tale Rmmpet- 
stilts kin and a computer- 
animated version . of 
Odpssens, die Legend. 

The Arts Council is offer¬ 
ing up to £156 milium of 
lottery cash to British fihn- 
makoSL The money vriB be 
split between four projects. 
The Arts Council wfll be an 
equhy partner in any fihns 
made and wifl get a share of 
any profits. 

United Animation would 


use the grant to set up a 
British animation studio de¬ 
signed to take on American 
giants such as Disney. Al¬ 
though the consortium would 
never be able to compete with 
Disney funding — its 
budgets. Up to £6 milli on, 
would be a fraction of what 
Disney spends — it would be 
competitive in terms of quali¬ 
ty, Mr Parkboose said. 

There is a lot of good 
Brtisb an im ati on talent, but 
not much of it gets on to our 
screens because we cannot 
always raise the money." 

Some of the country's most 
successful production houses 
will also apply for grants, 
mdndtng Working TBle. re¬ 
sponsible for Four Weddings 
and a Funeral 

Arts, pages 36 & 37 


SdtQningen spears provide 
unambiguous evidence that 
large animals were Jailed in 
this manner,” Dr Dowell 
said, pointing out that such 
heavy weapons would proba¬ 
bly lave been used by power- 
frilly built individuals. 

. Such evidence mighi help to 
explain man’s first moves mto 
Europe our of Africa, perhaps 
a million years ago. “Winter 
survival would have been 
hard, given the limited day¬ 
light hours in which to locate, 
kill and process large ani¬ 
mals," Dr Denndl said. “Eff¬ 
icient bunting technology 
reliant on throwing spears 
might have been foe key to 
survival: 'You are what you 
throw’ may have been as apt 
as the old adage, 'You are 
what you ear." 

Until now. the oldest com¬ 



plete spear known was from 
Saxony. Found in 1948 and 
made of yew wood, it is a 
mere 125,000 years old. The 
most ancient wooden weapon 
of all. however, is British. The 
sharpened front portion of a 
spear was discovered in 1911 
near Clacton. Essex. It dates 
to an earlier glacial stage than 
the new finds from Germany, 
perhaps as much as 450,000 
years ago. but is too short to 
be firmly identified as either a 
stabbing spear or a javelin. 

The unfashionability of 
man-as-hunter in recent years 
led to the Clacton find bring 
relabelled as a digging stick 
for grubbing up roots, or even 
a snow probe for finding 
carcases in the Ice Age winter. 
The spears of Schoningen 
may bring the blood lust back 
to British prehistory. 
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Thieves take three bites of 
Lord Kin gsdown’s cherries 


Rupert first appeared 
in the Daily Express 


LORD KINGSDOWN, the 
former Governor of foe Bank 
of England, offered a reward 
of E2J30Q yesterday after more 
than 750 newly planred cherry 
trees were stolen from his 
estate in Kent. 

In three separate incidents 
this month, thieves have sto¬ 
len more than a third of the 
2.000 new trees in orchards at 
Tony Hill near Simngboume, 
farmed by Lord Kin gsd own’s 
son. John Leigh-Pemberton. 
The trees, valued at L3J800. 
were taken despite being 
painted luminescent great to 
deter thieves. 

On February 4. 280 trees 
were taken, followed by 160 a 
fortnight later. Yesterday 334 
more trees were found to have 


been stolen. Among the 
varieties taken were Sunburst 
and Merchant grown on colt 
dwarfing stocks. 

Police believe that a gang, 
possibly using a red four- 
wheel-drive truck, is responsi¬ 
ble' and that foe trees were 
stolen to order. Lord 
Kingsdown, who as Robin 
Leigh-Pemberton was Gover¬ 
nor of the Bank of England 
from 1983 to 1993. said: "Cher¬ 
ries are a very popular crop 
right now, but you dont expea 
people to steal an orchard. 

“It is actually a disaster 
because foe trees are irreplace¬ 
able. Because so many people 
are planting cherries at foe 
moment you simply can't buy 
them from the nurseries.” 


Lord Kingsdown, who is 
Lord Lieutenant of Kent, add¬ 
ed that he believed the thieves 
planned to plant an orchard of 
their own. 

Lord Kingsdown*s estate 
has been a prime spot for 
cherry growing since Roman 
times. A growing market for 
English cherries among con¬ 
sumers bored by often bland 
fruit from abroad has led to a 
resurgence of planting. 

The replanting, which is set 
to double the English cherry 
crop within five years, follows 
decades in foe doldrums for 
foe English cherry, which 
went into decline in the late 
1950s as farmers began grub¬ 
bing their orchards and 
switching to alternative crops. 
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Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

Regulated by the Personal fnoestment Authority 
and part of Allianz, Europe's largest insurance group. 


Mail this coupon to: Merchant Investors Assurance 
Company limited, Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS12UZ. 
MR/MRS/MISS/MS (pfeasedrde as appropriate) 
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See how little it 
costs to secure your 
family’s future. 




In an ideal world you will 
always be there for your family. 
But should the worst happen, 
would they be able t o cope 
without you? I HOW LITTLE IT 


HOW LITTLE IT COULD COST YOU 


You may well sla y s the same, 

be surprised to 253 15 yis TW sooner 

tarn lha, for ' „ ytX1 aPPly ' ,hc 

the monthly sooner V™ ran 

equivalent of wwce, 10gw** be ’ sure that 

20p a day you can help safeguard your family’s future is secure. 
your family’s financial future. For a free quotation call the 

Legal & General’s Family number below*. Alternatively, 
Protection Plan will ensure that contact your financial adviser, 
those who depend on you receive 
a lump sum should you die or 
become terminally ill during the 
term you select. 

** D.UUMjmnt tErpiAntiil^iinnli 

FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE ON LOW COST COVER CALL FREE ON: 


This valuable cover is easy to 
budget for as you only pay a 
premium for a feed period of 
time, and the amount you pay 
uld cost you each month 

m wmm same - 

. The sooner 

t5 vw you apply - lhc 

r sooner you can 

mmlr iOycmrt * 

t Miwtn 10gMjghdggjw he ’ sure that 

your family's future is secure. 

For a free quotation call the 

number below*. Alternatively, 
contact your financial adviser. 
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Now sod te. we mzytfiE you about other products or services offered by tbe Legal ft General 
Groapofcouapanfec tbai wbeHcvc may be ot interest to you. If yon arouM prefer not to receive 
tbk uu e fti» y«etetaedlnfa n B a tioc.pfcroc contact us at tfaeeddfcauifcowi. 
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FIND OUT MORE TODAY. 

Post to: Less! ft General, FREEPOST 
(SWC 0407). Cardiff, CFI IYW. 

Please M-nd me a personal quotanan and 
■ntorm-Jlion pack on Legal ft Omerul'-. 
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Serbian 
coalition 
chief seeks 
monarchy 

By Denis Taylor 
and DessaTrevxsan 

VUK DRASKOVIC Presi¬ 
dent Milosevic's chief oppo¬ 
nent. yesterday called for a 
constitutional monarchy in 
Serbia. He praised the King 
of Spain as a role model and 
said that if he were elected 
President of Serbia later this 
year he would restore citizen¬ 
ship and property rights to 
Crown Prince Alexander, 
who lives in exile in London. 

Mr Draskovic, who is on a 
visit to Britain with the other 
leaders of the Zajedno (To¬ 
gether) coalition, said he 
could not promise a monar¬ 
chy to Serbia, and it would be 
for the Crown Prince to argue 
his own case. However, “if 
the people of Serbia deride in 
a referendum to restore con¬ 
stitutional monarchy, it will 
be my wish. Serbia needs a 
Serbian Juan Carlos.** 

He favoured a monarchy 
because everything that had 
happened in the former Yu¬ 
goslavia since the monarchy 
was overthrown in 1941 was 
“shameful", unlike the period 
before the Second World 
War. “I will reduce the power 
of the head of state because 
we have no government. We 
have rule by one man. " The 
power must be with the 
government and parliament. 

Asked if it had been a 
tactical error to call off the 



Vuk Draskovic, the leader of the Serbian opposition coalition, Zajedno, photographed yesterday during an interview in London 


mass demonstrations which 
recently forced Mr Milosevic 
to recognise Zajedno election 
victories. Mr Draskovic said: 
"We are in power in Bel¬ 
grade. all the other university 
centres in Serbia and (he 
main rides settled by two- 
thirds of die population. But 
I’m now very, very careful 


because in opposition you 
can promise anything with¬ 
out any obligation." 

Mr Draskovic said he 
feared that Mr Milosevic 
would try to starve the Oppo¬ 
sition of hinds to discredit its 
performance in the city halls. 
If this happened, “we would 
have to go immediately on 


STOP 

Ail Pancakes 
reduced to 99p 






•• 5 - 






mw 7 -- 


; '■«&»* *X-. 



Must er d soon 


ftm-icoriKTa: iron d pmoc »)**»«* to aiaUbfa Etfadus Unfa Orf a Wacom*Bt eA aemot atrtw- 


Put a one-stop halt to hunger for only 99p. That's a saving 
of as much as £1.40 on a scrumptious little Chef pancake. 

Choose from four irresistible toppings: cherries, orange, hot 
chocolate fudge or maple syrup, afl served with a generous 
helping of vanilla ice cream. Or drop in for breakfast pancakes 
with raisins and cinnamon. At 99 p, what's stopping you? 



the streets". Rejecting char¬ 
ges that the coalition leaders 
were divided. Mr Draskovic 
said it had been agreed that 
his own party, the Serbian 
Renewal Movement would 
put lb ward the presidential 
candidate in elections due in 
November. The imposing Mr 
Draskovic, a writer whose 


Militant 
matadors 
fight to 
shave bull 
by horns 

FromTUnku Varamrajan 
IN MADRID 

SPAIN’S bullfight season, due 
to start next week in the 
eastern coastal city of Cas- 
tdlon. came under serious 
threat yesterday after the 
sport's main professional as¬ 
sociation called an indefinite 
strike in pursuit of a thinly 
disguised “cheat’s charter". 

The Confederation de 
Asocfariones Profesionales 
Taurinas — which indudes 
most bull breeders, bullfight¬ 
ers, managers and bullfight 
organisers — has threatened 
the 1997 season with “total 
collapse" if the Interior Minis¬ 
try does not accede to de¬ 
mands that would make it 
more difficult to detect bulls 
that have been doctored. 

Spanish bullfighting is now 
plagued bv torus afeitados 
(shaved buiisj — the blunting 
of a bull’s horns to make it less 
dangerous. The practice is so 
widespread that there is 
scarcely a fighting bull in 
Spain that has escaped. 

Yet to try to deter testing, 
the association is demanding 
there should be a rigorous 
series of medical checks on 
each bull after death, or none 
at all A spokesman said: “Our 
honour demands that the tests 
on horns be as comprehensive 
as possible. A crude ‘look and 
feet’ approach is simply not 
acceptable.” 

The proposed tests, which 
the ministry has rejected os 
“impracticable 1 ’, indude ex¬ 
aminations by veterinary sur¬ 
geons. histologists, lay experts 
“approved” by the association 
and timeconsuming laborato¬ 
ry studies. Observers calculate 
it would take at least a week to 
test each bull, at an estimated 
cost of £2.500 a horn. Hun¬ 
dreds die in the course of a 
season, and a complex test on 
each would not be feasible. 

According to Joaquin Vidal, 
the taurine critic of the news¬ 
paper £/ Pais, the buJlfiphiing 
association's demands have 
one “shameless" aim. "Vnder 
the guise of a more rigorous 
examination, they want to 
make the detection of shaved 
horns impossible. Frankly, the 
demands are ludicrous.” 

Senar Vidai, a passionate 
purist and the b&te noire of 
Spain's bcilfighting establish¬ 
ment, declares that “etwyone 
is in on the cwmiprion ... 
breeders, matadors, bullring 
owners, the lot". He says: “All 
you need to da to tell whether a 
bull has been shaved is to iook 
at its horns. They are crudely 
sawn off at the tips, filed to a 
false point, and then painted 
over to hide all traces of 
tampering.” 

Critics say having its horns 
sawn off ear. traumatise a bull, 
efteae: bring done routinely by 
untrained farmhands 
Dndie animals with an 
impaired sense of direction 
suit today's bullfighters. 
Wealthy celebrities, they arc 
not so inclined to risk 
injuries. 


rhetoric has fuelled the big¬ 
gest protests since Mr 
Milosevic came to power, will 
automatically be seen as the 
Zajedno candidate. 

"We have had differences 
in the past because the Serbi¬ 
an Renewal Movement was 
against the war.” he said. He 
had organised rallies protest¬ 


ing against the Serb shelling 
of Sarajevo, die Bosnian cap-. 
icaL However, the parties ini 
by himself, Zoran Djindjic 
and Vesna Pe sic bad agreed 
on a raft of common policies 
and which party should pot 
toward candidates for Prime 
Minister, parliamentary 
Speaker and President 


Paris threatens 
to whittle down 
Strasbourg role 

From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


PARIS threatened yesterday to 
cut the European Parliament 
down to size amid an ex¬ 
change of insults over the 
right of the Strasbourg assem¬ 
bly to criticise France’s new 
laws aimed at curbing illegal 
immigration. 

The dispute, which has been 
simmering since a vote by the 
European Parliament last 
week reached a dimax when 
Jose-Maria Gil Robles, the 
new Spanish president of the 
Parliament, cancelled a meet¬ 
ing yesterday with Herve de 
Charette. the French Foreign 
Minister. Seiior GO Robles 
said he was indignant over 
France's "insulting" attitude to 
die Parliament's vote urging 
France to reverse the new 
immigration law, which. 



Gil Robles: “insulted" 
by French comments 


Anti-EU case faces delay. 


Copenhagen: Procedural 
matters could delay the start 
to May of a High Court suit 
by the non-partisan Constitu¬ 
tion Committee, a group of 
ten Danes challenging the 
legality of Denmark’s mem¬ 
bership of the European 
Union (Christopher FoQett 
writes). 

In the latest development 
in the complex preliminary 
procedural rtm-np to the 
case, the date for the final 


submission or the group’s 
deposition has been post¬ 
poned from this week to 
March 6. 

In November the group 
received a setback when court 
authorities turned down its 
request to have confidential 
government documents ad¬ 
mitted in evidence. The re¬ 
buff followed a preliminary 
High Court hearing to set die 
boundaries for a legal 
challenge. 
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pilots set 

course for 
strike over 


From Roger Boves in bonn 


though pubfidy popular, is 
being fought in a spectacular 
campaign by celebrities and 
intellectuals. Sen or Gil Robles 
was especially irked by M de 
Charette’s comment that "the 
European Parliament is not 
yet a parliament worthy of the 
name". This was “an unac¬ 
ceptable judgment on the. 
European Parliament, its role 
and its dignity" said the 
president of the Parliament 

M de Charette compounded 
the insult hpwever, by telling 
die French parliament that he 
would take up die matter of. 
the Strasbourg ‘ assembly's 
powers at the next session of 
the inter-governmental confer¬ 
ence, which is revamping the 
institutions of the European 
Union. It was “especially 
shocking to see the European 
Parliament sticking its nose 
into the national legislative 
process," he said. If it wanted 
a bigger role in Europe, it 
would have to mend its ways. 

Earlier this week President 
Chirac rebuked Sehor Cil 
Robles, who is on his first tour 
of European capitals, for let¬ 
ting his assembly indulge in 
“unacceptable interference" in 
French matters. Although 
committed to deeper Euro¬ 
pean integration as part of die 
Maastricht treaty review. 
France’s Gaultist leadership is 
opposed to any enlargement of 
the European Parliament's 
powers. 


LUFTHANSA, the German 
airline, edged ttoser yesterday 
to a pilots’ strike that could 
paralyse much of Europe's air 
traffic. 

The pilots’ support for their 
union leaders, pressing for 
more money and a one-year 
wage agreement, underlines 
the uneasiness within the com¬ 
pany as it-gears up for foU 
privatisation this year. 

The threatened industrial 
action also reflects the spread¬ 
ing discontent among the Ger¬ 
man middle and professional 
classes, who see their real 
incomes being chipped away 
and their job security disap¬ 
pearing as a result, of the 
Government's plans to over¬ 
haul the welfare state. More 
than 1.000 surgeries dosed in 
the Heidelberg area yesterday 
as. doctors, wav- 
ing banners and 
stethoscopes, 
marched 
through : • the 
university city to 
protest against 
health cuts. But 
the pitots’ action 
— if it does come • 
to ‘ a strike — • 
would be one of 
the most serious blows to 
Germany's image. DAG, foe 
German white-collar union, 
said 87 per cent of the airline's 
3.400 pilots who are union 
members had voted for a 
strike ballot. However, flight 
attendants and ground crew 
seemed less militant, and the 
union failed to secure a quo¬ 
rum for a positive vote on 
future strike action. • 

That, in part, demonstrates 
a greater for than the pilots of 
losing their jobs. Lufthansa 
has argued that the strike 
could put foe company in 
jeopardy and that, workers 



hying to push down staff costs 

since last year. 

After a drop in profitability, 
he told workers: “If we do not 
want to make lasses again, we 
have to do something about 
our personnel casts. Other¬ 
wise I can calculate right now 
when we go bust, at what 
ticket price." • '_ 

The company has launched 
a programme to cut DM15 
billion in costs. Unprofitable 
routes have been handed over 
to partner airlines who use the 
name, and logistics of 
Lufthansa but who employ 
their own staff, pilots and 
flight attendants, who are now 
bound by Lufthansa's wage 
agreements. In the eyes of the 
unions, this has put many 
Lufthansa jobs in jeopardy. 
Evoi if the pilots are not 
backed tty the 
flight atten¬ 
dants, they are 
capable of caus¬ 
ing havoc in the 
international 
airline system. 

• According to 
DAG. pilots of 
Lufthansa's 
partner carriers 
— including 
United Airlines. South African 
Airways and Thai Airways — 
have agreed not to cross picket 
lines. 

A few Lufthansa pilots are 
not DAG members, but there 
are not enough to keep the 
airline flying. Even relatively 
modest protests by pilots in 
November and December 
caused serious disruption in 
German airports and cost the 
airline about DM30 million. 

The negotiations with 
Lufthansa are expected to con¬ 
tinue, though union represen¬ 
tatives seem to have gained a 
sew hard bargaining, edge in 


should . consider themselves . foe dispute. ’ 
fortunate t&havf-jobs at. times . Q Recoveiy signs: The Mu- 
of record unemployment : ' nkh-based IFO research insti- 

The Lufthansa - manage- iiite in its latest survey of foe 
ment offer, rejected by foe ^business climate, said yester- 
DAG, is in line with a-deat: ; ,;ifay. it-h^d detected the first 


struck wifo- foe OTV public .signs of recovering confidence 
sector union, which represents'! ftfottog: 'Garroari industrial 
mainly ground crew. It accept- companies. ' . 
ed a 27-nw3ith deafroffering a j Export orders have been 
18 per cent wage increase ^‘tonproving and' most of the 
1998 and a cme^pa^m^fw ^coinpanies .questioned sug- 
a third of a: month’s salary. A 7 f : jested.foattifey would not lay 


orders’ have been 
! and most of the 
^ .questioned sug- 


DM5pO t£t80) profits-rdated 
bonus was also agreed.- 
JOrgen Weber, Lufthansa’s 
chief.exficatiye — in line'wifoi 
other German employers and 
encouraged bf Helmut Kohl, 
the .Chancellor. — has beat 


. foe coming 

ttowevetv, 50 .per cent of 
companies in 
westernGennany and 40 per 
' joffifin foe east were reckoning 
:|wifo-'rnbre jobraits. 
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Cabinet braced for 

as Yeltsin 




Robin Lodge in Moscow 
THE Russian Government President." Mr 
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braced itself for a major re¬ 
shuffle yesterday amid ru¬ 
mours that Viktor Chernom¬ 
yrdin, the Prime Minister 
could be ousted as President 
Yeltsin takas steps to reassert 
his grip on the country after 
months of illness. 

Two liberal Moscow news¬ 
papers reported yesterday that 
the President was planning to 
dismiss Mr Chernomyrdin, 
58, who has headed the 
Government for the past four 
years- “The political decision 
on Chernomyrdins dismissal 
has already been taken," 
Isvestia announced in a front¬ 
page article, quoting a “well- 
informed source" from within 
the Prime Minister's circle. 

Moskovsfdye Novosti, a 
weekly nespaper. said that Mr 
Chernomyrdin would be 
made a scapegoat for the 
country's continuing economic 
woes. It also cited his per¬ 
ceived closeness to a number 
of leading Communists and 
nationalists as a reason for his 
removal. 

Mr Yeltsin delivered a pub¬ 
lic dressing-down to his Prime 
Minister on television on 
Monday. The President said 
there needed to be a govern¬ 
ment shake-up'because of its 
continued failure to pay pub¬ 
lic-sector wages and pensions 
on time. Many working at 
state enterprises have not been 
paid for months, while others 
have been given produce from 
their factories in lieu of wages. 

“Many Russians are dis¬ 
satisfied with die Govern¬ 
ment, its chairman [Prime 
Minister I and accordingly the 


. J . Yeltsin de¬ 

clared to an extremely uncom¬ 
fortable-looking . Mr Cher¬ 
nomyrdin. "And such people 
are already in the majority." 

Mr Chernomyrdin made 
plain yesterday, however, that 
he had no intendon of step¬ 
ping down, saying he would 
reshuffle his Cabinet and step 
up economic reform. “We are 
preparing changes and I can 
say that they will not be 
tnerely cosmetic," he said. 

Further criticism of the 
Prime Minister has come from 
his predecessor. Yegor Gai¬ 
dar, the radical reformer who 
presided over the early stages 
of Russia’s transition to a 
market economy and the ac¬ 
companying hyper-inflation. 

Mr Gaidar was replaced by 
the more stolid Mr Chernom¬ 
yrdin in December 1992 — a 
move seen then as applying a 
brake to the reform process. In 
the event, Mr Chernomyrdin 
pursued much the same line 



Cbermomyrdin: public 
.. humiliation on TV 


as his predecessor, who more 
than once accused him of 

hijacking his policies. Last 
week Mr Gaidar launched a 
fresh attack, accusing the 
Prime Minister of pushing the 
country into crisis. 

Ministers have blamed 
large-scale tax evasion for 
their inability to pay wages on 
time, but they have shown 
decidedly liule'cmrimitmem to 
tackling the problem. If, as 
seems tikeiy. Mr Chernomyr¬ 
din survives for the time being 
at least, those looking most 
vulnerable are Aleksandr 
Livshits, the Finance Minister, 
who bears . direct responsi¬ 
bility For the payment of wages 
and pensions, and Yevgeni 
Yasih, the Economy Minister. 

Even if these and other 
figures should fall, there 
seems little likelihood of Rus¬ 
sia’s economic problems being 

solved overnight. The main 
purpose of such a move would 
be to persuade foe nation that 
Mr Yeltsin is firmly bade in 
control. 

□ Bodyguards fired: Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin has sacked his 
photographer, who chronicled 
his life for ten years, along 
with a dozsi members of his 
security service. 

The Russian leader’s move 
came after Dmitri Sokolov, 
foe photographer, and other 
members of Mr Yeltsin's inner 
circle had a loud Kremlin 
party to celebrate foe landslide 
parliamentary election victory 
of Aleksandr Korzhakov, foe 
former head of Mr Yeltsin’s 
security service, foe daily 
Moskovsky Komsomolets 
reported. (AP) 



Doherty, rearguard 
action in Hong Kbhg 

RAF man 
picked for 
historic 
footnote 

By Alan Hamilton - 

MORE than a century and a 
half of British milifaiy pres¬ 
ence in Hong Kong ends at 
midnight on June 30 when the 
Union Flag is replaced by that 
of (he People's Republic of 
China. But foe actual hand¬ 
over wOI be when Lee 
Doherty's feet leave foe 
ground. 

Squadron Leader Doherty, 
an RAF movements officer 
from Bath, has won the 
honour of being foe last man 
out, ending the British in¬ 
volvement that began when 
the Royal Navy planted the 
flag in 1841 to claim the 
harbour for the opium trade. 
But he will not be required to 

switch off foe lights. 

He will have to ensure that 
foe final straggling rearguard 
has gathered its belongings 
and Is off the premises within 
two hours of foe midnight 
handover, before thousands 
of troops from the People's 
liberation Army pour over 
foe border to occupy the 14 
former British militaiy bases 
in the colony. 

"It seems strange that foe 



The 1st Battalion The Black Watch march yesterday for a visit by Michael Portillo 


RAF should be the last to 
leave, but perhaps that is how 
it should be, as we are leaving 
from an airport" Squadron 
Leader Doherty’. 32. said in 
Hong Kong yesterday. 

The “dean break" with¬ 
drawal will be a precise and 
carefully planned operation, 
as on that night Hong Kong 
will be thronged with massive 
crowds celebrating the hand¬ 


over. It begins in May, when 
the 5.500-ton Royal Navy 
landship Sir Percivale will 
arrive to remove heavy equip¬ 
ment. including ammunition, 
and foe official cars of Chris 
Patten, foe Governor, and 
Major-General Bryan Dut¬ 
ton. the garrison commander. 

On foe night itself, a spec¬ 
tacular ceremony is planned 
on a new waterfront parade 


ground with the pipes and 
drums of The Black Watch, 
and foe bands of (he Scots 
Guards. Gurkhas and foe 
Royal Marines. 

At midnight, a lone piper 
will play a lament as foe 
Royal Yacht Britannia, carry¬ 
ing the Prince of Wales and 
government ministers, casts 
off to close another chapter of 
empire. 


Challenge for Jiang as bombs kill five on Muslim city’s buses 


From James Pringle 
IN BELTING 

A HEAVY security dampdown took 
place in Urumqi. capital of foe 
Chinese far- western region of 
Xinjiang, yesterday after three 
bombs went off in buses on Tuesday 
evening, killing five people, injuring 
60 and marring the last of six days 
of official mourning for Deng 
Xiaoping. t 

The bombs were believed to have 


been set off by Muslim separatists of 
foe Uighur minority, although no 
one las claimed responsibility. 
There have beat no arrests. 

The attacks present Jiang Zemin. 
China's new President with an early 
threat erf instability. “The whole 
emphasis of foe Government is on 
stability and avoidkig disorder, but 
-.he has been presented with an 
- immediate challenge that was delib¬ 
erately made to coincide with 
Deng's memorial rites." said one 


Western envoy. The three time- 
bombs. planted on rush-hour buses, 
blew up in rapid succession in the 
Muslim dty. Residents said yester¬ 
day that police were patrolling 
streets and checking suspicious 
bags and packages. “People are full 
of fear, and foe city is on high alert." 
said one television station official. 
People were avoiding buses. 

Xinjiang, a region Muslim separ¬ 
atists call East Turkestan which 
borders Afghanistan, Pakistan and 


three Muslim former Soviet repub¬ 
lics. saw anti-Chinese riots in 
Yining on February 5 and 6, over 
Chinese New Year. Nine people 
died. 

Chinese leaders have expressed 
concern over foe threat from Islamic 
fond amenta I ism. David Levy, the 
visiting Israeli Foreign Minister, 
said here. Mr Levy said he thought 
Israel and China held “a very 
similar view" on the subject 
’ “Every attempt to turn religion 


into a weapon becomes extremely 
dangerous, as it is something that 
knows no boundaries," he said. 
“Like sand, it can be transported by 
foe wind from one place to another." 

Meanwhile. Mr Jiang lost no time 
yesterday in asserting his authority 
as Deng’s chosen successor. A 
picture of the 70-year-old leader 
reading foe eulogy to China’s last 
revolutionary leader dominated the 
from page of the People's Daily, the 
party organ, dwarfing a photograph 


of Deng. An editorial hailed Mr 
Jiang as a “loyal, reliable, en¬ 
terprising and promising successor 
to the greql cause pioneered by 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping". Mr 
Jiang had “lived up to the people’s 
great trust and expectations". 

Now the rites far Deng, have been 
completed. Mr Jiang, as party chief, 
head of state and military com¬ 
ma nder-in-chief, must stand on his 
own feet and convince people he is 
in charge. 


Massacre 
rumours 
mar talks 
on Zaire 

By Sam Kjley 
AFRICA CORRESPONDENT 

BELGIUM launched investi¬ 
gations yesterday into reports 
of widespread killings and 
mass graves in eastern Zaire 
as Laurent Kabila, ihe rebel 
leader, began talks with South 
African diplomats. 

A Belgian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said: “We are very 
concerned about human 
rights violations in territory in 
eastern Zaire." 

Earlier, Reginald Moreds, 
foe Belgian Defence Minister, 
told a newspaper that he had 
received reports from witness¬ 
es of fresh “genocide" in rebel- 
held territory in eastern Zaire. 
The Foreign Ministry declined 
to use foe term. 

The rainforests and moun¬ 
tains of eastern Zaire have 
been sheltering up to 200.000 
Rwandan Hutu refugees who 
fled advancing rebels from 
their camps in November last 
year. France and Belgium 
have been anxious to highlight 
the plight of foe refugees and 
Amnesty International has re¬ 
peatedly claimed that they 
have been murdered by foe 
Tutsi-dominated rebels in 
North and South Kivu 
provinces. 

The rebels were identified as 
being behind a massacre of 
about 500 civilian Hutus in a 
camp near Bukavu, and in 
smaller-stale executions in 
Mugunga camp near Goma 
last year. But no credible 
evidence has emerged foal 
these were part of a systematic 
campaign to murder Hutu 
civilians or Zairean peasants. 

In penetrating deep into the 
Masisi region, close on the 
heels of foe advancing rebels, I 
came across foe site of a 
massacre of about 500Zairean 
civilians at foe end of Novem¬ 
ber last year. Survivors said 
that they had been wiped out 
by Hutu militiamen, who 
were behind the genodde of a 
million Tutsis and Hutu mod¬ 
erates in Rwanda three years 
ago. 

Talks with the rebels ad¬ 
vanced significantly yesterday 
when Mr Kabila met Aziz 
P&had, the South African Dep¬ 
uty Foreign Minister. 

Yesterday the Zairean Army 
appeared to be on foe verge of 
abandoning the garrison of 
Kindu. Aid agency sources 
said foe rebels were less than 
15 miles away. 
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systems to higb-peribnDance 
portables. AD oor systems arrive 
ready to nin and tbey feature the 
latest technology fiwn leading 
suppliers, configured for maximum 
r powa- and speed. We pride ourselves 

- • oh offering fee highest quality PCs at cost- 

effective prices. WeH custom-build your PC . 
with exactly fee features you need. 

Enhance your office with foe P5-150 
Take a look at feeP5-J50. Wife a 150MHz Intel" Pentium" 
processor. 16MB of SDRAM expandable to 64MB and a ' 
1.2GB E1DE hard drive, it delivers all fee power you need to 
work, wife piarimnm efficiency- Other features include a 

Wisnmi J 2 speed CDR0M,a2MBSGRAM grades 

accelerator aml a package of pre-loaded Microsoft",software 
which now includes MS Office 97 Small Busines Edition - 
(SBE) Plus - perfect for dealing wife all yoar office tasks. 

All tbhris backed up wife oar pride and joy, awantwinning 
service and sopporL feelading: . ... 

■ FristelepboM technical support on aU your hardware ana 
software for as long as you own yoar PC. 

■ A 3(kiay no quit 


PS-ISO 


* Intel* I50MHz Pentium" Processor 

■ 16MB SERAM, expandable to 6MB 

■ 3.5" L44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12X CD-ROM 

■ Western Digital"* L2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

_■ Matrox" 1 MGA 3D Gra phi cs Accelerator 2MB SGRAM 

■ 15* CrystalScan* Colour MooiLor' 

■ ADC Desktop 

m Microsoft* Windows' 95 J05Xeyboard 

■ MS" Windows 95, MS Inteffiraoise 

. ■ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition (SBE) Plus 

■ 3 Year Limited Warranty 

£949 (£1149.15 inc. VAT & Delivery) 


Call our Friendly Sales Team now or call in to the 
Gateway 2000Showroom, 10 Bedfbni Street, Cbvenr 
Garden, London WC2E 9HE. YoaTI be glad you did! 

Showroom Honrs of Business: 

1230 pm - 630 pm Mondays 
930 am - 630 pm Tuesday - Friday 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 
Closed Sunday and Bank Holidays 
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Midland Direct could save you a lot 
. and money. Some of our customers 

' have saved up to 30%. And you could 

even more through our range of 
special discounts - call us now on the 
' •.number below. 

Phone lines are open 8am-8pm 
Monday-Friday (excluding Bank Holidays) 
and 10am-2pm Saturday. 
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Part of Jackson’s 

bronze monument 

London 
statue for 
Swedish 
war hero 

By Aian Hamilton 

THE Queen yesterday 
unvefled a monument in 
London commemorating 
Raoul Wallenberg, the 
Swedish diplomat who 
saved the lives of at 
least 100.000 Jews in 
Nazi-occupied Hungary. 

Accompanied by Presi¬ 
dent Weizman of Israel, on 
the second day of his state 
visit to Britain, the Queen 
unveiled a 10ft bronze stat¬ 
ue by the Sussex-based 
sculptor Philip Jackson, 
backed by a wall repre¬ 
senting the Schutzpasse — 
the false papers issued by 
Wallenberg from his Bu¬ 
dapest legation which en¬ 
abled Hungarian Jews to 
escape a certain fate in the 
deth camps. 

At the insistence of sur¬ 
viving members of Wall¬ 
enberg's family in Swe¬ 
den, the statue is being 
described as a monument 
rather than a memorial, as 
they claim that there is no 
firm evidence for the gen¬ 
erally accepted theory that 
Wallenberg fell into the 
hands of the Soviet Army 
in 1945 and perished in the 
gulags. 

But the report of a joint 
Swedish-Russian investi¬ 
gation into Wallenberg’s 
fate, to be published this 
year, is expected to say that 
the diplomat was executed 
in 1947 on the orders of 
Nikolai Bulganin, then a 
relatively minor Soviet 
Communist Parly official 
who rose to be General 
Secretary, and that a sub¬ 
sequent party secretary. 
Georgi Malenkov, ordered 
a cover-up of his death. 


Israeli President 
rejects pardon for 
‘traitor’ Vanunu 

By Michael Binydn: diplomatic editor 
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PRESIDENT WEIZMAN of 
Israel yesterday ruled out any 
possibility of pardoning 
Mordediai Vanunu, saying 
the former nuclear technician 
was a spy who had damaged 
his country* security. 

Curtly brushing aside sug¬ 
gestions that he might recom¬ 
mend clemency or end Va- 
nunu’s solitary confinement, 
he said: “I don't think he 
deserves it. He was a spy who 
gave away secrets, and the fact 
that he did so from conviction 
rather than for money made 
no difference." 

Mr Weizman. speaking on 
flte second day of his state visit 
to Britain, said Vanunu, who 
had given details of Israel* 
nuclear installations to The 
SundayTimss, had been prop¬ 
erly sentenced by Israeli 
courts for doing something he 
was not supposed to da "I 
don’t know why you are so 


worried about it." he told a 
press conference. “He was a 
traitor to his country." 

Mr Weizman* combative 
remarks introduced an unusu¬ 
ally polemical note in what is 
normally more of a symbolic 
than a political occasion. 
Demonstrators outside held 
up posters - calling for 
Vanunu* release. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the For¬ 
eign Secretary, rebuked the 
Israeli Government for going 
ahead with a housing project 
in Arab east Jerusalem. He 
said he was “extremely dis¬ 
turbed" to hear that the Israe¬ 
lis were going ahead with a 
settlement at Har Homa. “All 
settlement building in occu¬ 
pied territory is against inter¬ 
national law, and particularly 
in die sensitive case of Jerusa¬ 
lem." he said. It risked damag¬ 
ing die peace process by pre¬ 
empting final status talks. In a 


Security alert over 
‘echoes of intifada’ 

From Christopher Waucer in Jerusalem 


ISRAELI tanks and snipers 
were on standby in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank last night 
after the Government opted to 
go ahead with a massive Jew¬ 
ish housing project in east 
Jerusalem in the face of warn¬ 
ings of violent Palestinian 
reaction. 

The green light to - build 
homes for more than 20.000 
Jewish settlers at Har Homa. 
a hillside strategically sited 
southeast of Jerusalem, was 
taken by a ministerial commit¬ 
tee chaired by Binyamin 
Netanyahu, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, tn the teeth of criticism 
bom the West and the Arab 
world. Israeli officials said 
they expected bulldozers to 
start work in about two weeks. 

Avigdor Kahalani, the Inte¬ 
rior Security Minister, said: 
“There are scenarios that there 
will be riots and possibly the 
opening of fire — we are not 
naive." 

Right-wingers called for a 
tough approach in the event of 
Palestinian violence, which 


left-wing Israeli politicians 
predict could be worse than 
those last September after the 
opening of a tunnel near sites 
holy to Muslims, Jews and 
Christians, which left 76 
people dead and 1.500 
wounded. 

Writing in The Jerusalem 
Past, Ephraim Inbar. the di¬ 
rector of die Begin-Sadar 
Centre for Strategic Studies, 
called for the bombing of the 
new Palestinian airfield in 
Gaza and the reoonquest of 
territory recently handed bade 
by Israel if there were Pales¬ 
tinian riots against the new 
project An opinion poll 
showed 58 per cent of Israeli 
Jews in favour of building at 
Har Homa, known to Arabs 
as Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

Faisal Husseini. the top 
Palestine Liberation Organis¬ 
ation official in Jerusalem, 
said that tension in the dry 
reminded him of the days 
leading up to the six-year 
Palestinian intifada, which 
began in December 1987. 


note of exasperation that 
constrained sharply with the 
Queen* official welcome to 
the Israeli President at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace, he added: "We 
have urged the Israeli Govern¬ 
ment not to proceed wfth these 
plans. They can only detract 
from he positive atmosphere 
created by the Hebron agree¬ 
ment and undermine the es¬ 
tablishment of trust vital to die 
successful negotiation of final 
status issues with die Palestin¬ 
ians.". He hoped that the 
Israeli authorities would take 
account of the views of “their 
friends abroad". 

Mr Weizman defended Isra¬ 
el* derision to go ahead with 
the project, saymg.that it was 
not a settlement but a compro¬ 
mise that would benefit both 
Jews and Arabs. 

He appealed to die Palestin¬ 
ians not to break off talks, 
saying they would be “crazy" 
to jeopardise all they ■ had 
achieved so far. He praised 
Yassir Arafat die President of 
the Palestinian Authority, and 
his colleagues as “good men” 
who had achieved more for 
their people than any Palestin¬ 
ians before. He was convinced 
that Israel would reach full 
understanding with the Pales¬ 
tinians at final status talks. 

He admitted that Mr Arafat 
had die right to be “extremely 
angry and voice his opinion" 
about the project. He should, 
however, then carry on negoti¬ 
ating. Mr Weizman would not 
directly endorse the derision 
by Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, but 
said it was “not a decisive 
factor” in the peace process. 
He refused to answer ques¬ 
tions about Mr Netanyahu* 
political position, saying that 
the Prime Minister had been 
democratically elected. 

Mr Wetzman was equally 
blunt about Jews outside Isra¬ 
el. Their job was to support 
Israel Beyond that, they 
should keep out of Israeli 
politics. “We have had our bar 
mitzvah in Israel," he. said, 
pointing but dial the state had 
now existed for 49 years, and 
had established itself with all 
its own institutions and gov¬ 
ernment Mr Weizman added: 
“We are looking after 
ourselves." 
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A plume of ash and steam rises from Popocatepetl volcano, 55 m3es southeast of 
Mexico City, in what officials dismissed.as a harmless display of activity ,. 



defies Taleban tide 

From Christopher Thomas in mazar-»-shariF 


THE main obstacle to Tale- 
ban* attempt to conquer all of 
A fghanis tan is a burly man 
with eight children, a black, 
bullet-proof Cadillac, a' ready 
laugh.and a fondness for the 
b«it Scotch. 

General .. Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, from a peasant fam-: 
ily, looks out of place in his • 
expensively furnished office 
in a century-old fort near 
Mazar-i-Sharit This is the 
heart of the northern Afghani¬ 
stan war machine,. where 
strategies to fend off the ex¬ 
tremist Islamic invaders are 
plotted. Running big hands 
over his greying, crewcuthair, 
he looks worried. 

Dostum is a nickname the 
general earned as a young 
man —dost means friend, and 
a dostum is everybody*- 
friend. He is a product of the 
Soviet Union, one of the 
declared reasons for Taleban* 
hatred of him. The former 
Communist rose through die 
ranks of the Soviet-backed 
army led by President . Najib- 
ullab. who was tortured to 
death by Taleban five months 
ago after it captured Kabul, 
the capital. . 

A similar fate awaits Gener¬ 
al Dostum, 42. if Taleban 
catches him. He loathes its 
extreme form of Islam as 
much as Taleban loathes his 
liberalism. The security 
around him is intense: the 


Cadillac, flown from Ger¬ 
many three years ago after be¬ 
ing armoured, is an in¬ 
congruous sight at the Mogul- 
style . Qala-EJangi (Fort of 
War), his . military head¬ 
quarters. 

His first wife died and he 
has remarried. His last child . 
was bom just over a week ago 
at Shibarghan. a small town 
50 miles away, where he lives 
in an ancient fort protected by 
missiles, tanks, artillery and 
many Addiers. Without him. 
northern Afghanistan would 
soon succumb to Taleban* 
challenge: he is thus revered, 
at least-by fellow Uzbeks, who 
comprise 40 per cent of the 
northern population-. 

General Dostum had only a 



Dostum: revered fay 
his fellow Uzbeks 


few years' schooling and es¬ 
sentially taught himself to 
read and write. Apart frpm his 
native Uzbek he speaks Pashto 
mid — imperfectly— Persian 
and Russian.. .He is' now. 
preoccupied as Taleban forces 

approachiiis bopfers. <ja®er- 
al Dosturu/contipls .SW v RTOv- 
inces -'alone ‘of., near’ the 
borders of the Central Asian 
states; in Mazar-USharif large- 
portraits df him took down on 
dusty streets filled with dorv- 
key carts, bkydts and decrep-* 
it Rusaatemade Volga taxis. 
The big Ifajero'jeeps roaring, 
around town belong to Ips 
commanders, vim. are resent¬ 
ed for tharopulent lifestyles. i 
He runs what amounts to a 
mini-state, which even boast^ 
its own airline. Baulk Air. 

He listed his achievements: 
"Thousands of people havg 
been given electricity fay me. 
Thousands of families have 
been given cash by me. I have 
constructed,- modrnssas (Is; 
lamic schools) and masques 
. for people iqstudy die Korant 
I have givenland to'many 
people. Mpte-tharr 95 per cent 
of the: people support me* 
otherwise I would, not be able 
to stay in this position.” J 
Thai the strongman of thd 
north, who hates being called 
a warlord (which is what he 
is), strodeback to bis desk anjJJ 
bellowed into the telephone. 
War beckoned. ) 



Plea by 
apartheid 
minister 

Johannesburg: 

the former South 
police Minister, has applied m 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission for amnesty, his 

lawyer safo yesterd^.nMkmg 

him the first member of the 
apartheid-era Cabinet ready 
to admit to abuses. 

Mr Vlok headed the police 
at the height of emergmey 
ntie in the J980s when bun- i 
dreds of black activists were ▼ 
killed by police and about 
30,000 people detained with¬ 
out charge amid allegations of 
torture in jails. (Reuteri 

Guards killed at 
Punjab bank 

Lahore: Rye police constables 
were killed while guarding a 
National. Bank of Pakistan 
branch in Punjab province. 

They were found with tfadr 
throats slit in Daska. 80 miles 
from here. Tools and a gas 
cylinder Were found .outside 
the strongroom, which the • 
robbers Med to break open. 

The killings raised security 
fears in a state where sectarian 
attacks have cost more than 50 

lives this year. (AFP) 

Kenyan students 
step up protest 

Nairobi: About 3.000 Kenyan 
students inarched through the 
capital .for a fourth day id 
protest at the death of Solo-' 
man Muruli. 23, a student 
(eadric His charred body was 
found in a university hostel on 
Sunday and students have 
blamed police. Despite. pro¬ 
tests from Western embassies, 
rights activists and the opposi¬ 
tion, police say they are not 
treating his death as murder, 

US superspy 
plane crashes ^ 

Washington:' The Predator, 
one of .the Pentagon* most 
advanced., unmanned spy 
planes, crashed while taking 
off on a test flight in Califor¬ 
nia. The caux-of the accident 
js notyetjpown. The 27ft-long 
aircraft,, controlled from the 
ground; is designed to trans¬ 
mit images of enemy troop 
and weapons movements via 
-satellite. • 

Defence chiefs 
brother quizzed 

Brewer, Maine: The brother 
of William Cohen, the US 
Defence Secretary, is! under 
investigation after , an over¬ 
night shooting incident, police 
said. ‘Officials said Robert 
Cohen shot and wounded a 
man who entered his home, 
but no charges have been filed 
so far. {Reuter) 

.Work-shy son m 
shot in bed 

Paris: A Woman in Marseilles 
has been accused of shooting 
her 18-year-old son in the head 
with a rifle when he refused to 
'get out of bed and go to work 
(Susan Bell writes). Sylvie 
Gomez, 40, allegedly shot her 
son, Fnfrferic, with a 22 rifle. 
Pblice said he was in a 
“desperate" condition. 


Britons to be offered 
cheap Olympic seats 

From Roger Maynard in $YDNEy 


SYDNEY Olympics chiefs are 
to offer British sports fans 
a cut-price deal for prime 
reserved seals at the 2000 
Games, at a cost well below 
that asked of Australians. 

It follows the failure of a 
plan to sell gold passes to 
Australian, who were asked 
to pay £5.000 for a guaranteed 
stadium seat Only a third of 
the 35,000 stadium gold-pass 
seats have been sola leaving 
those who backed the scheme 
with a potential £100.000 
shortfall. 

Representatives of the Syd¬ 
ney Olympic Organising 
Committee and the group 
running the gold-pass project 
will travel to Britun, the 
United States and Africa to 
negotiate the sale of reserved 


seats. They vriB meet Olynqnc 
committees in each country. 

The move to offer cheap 
Olympic seats to foreigners Is 
Txjund to infiirfate Austra¬ 
lians, many of whom regard 
sport almost as a religion. 
Under the schema Australian 
residents wanting a guaran¬ 
teed seat at the Games have to 
purchase a three-part gold 
pass which also gives them a 
30-year membership of the 
stadium and an investment in 
the building. 

But because there have 
been so few fakers for the 
triple package, the Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Committee 
has agreed to allow the rate of 
the Games tickets on thrir 
.own, though.only to overseas 
buyers: 


car insurance gone up? 
you need help.- 


• • • 


0800 11 22 33 help 
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President accused of turning the White House into a ‘fund-raising motel’ for wealthy donors 



memo 


. r *T; ‘0.*- -,“’ V .. . 


F * OM Ian Brodie in Washington 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON was 
the driving forex behind a 
plan, previously denied, to 
reward wealthy donors to his 
campaign with an r invitation 
to stay overnight at the White 
$ House, it- became clear 
yesterday. 

Among nearly 600 docu¬ 
ments released by the Admin¬ 
istration lay a memo written to 
the Presklent two years ago by 
Terry McAulifie. then the 
Democrats’ finance chairman. 
It asked Mr Clinton id have 
breakfast lunch or coffee with 
ten “major supporters”, mean¬ 
ing those in the $100,000 
l £62,000) range. 

Mr Clinton jotted a reply on 
the memo that conveyed a 
sense of urgency; “Yes, pursue 
all three and promptly. And 
get other names at 100,000 or 
more, 50,000 or more. Ready. 
to start overnights right away. 
Give me the. top 10 list back, 
along w/the 100,50,000." 

Faced with this evidence, the 
President insisted that the 
* Lincoln Bedroom in the White 
House, where many contribu¬ 
tors were invited to stay, was 
never, sold. Few in Washing¬ 
ton believed him. • 

“1 hate to use the term ‘lie’, 
but its awfully dose,” said 
Dan Burton, a Republican 
congressman and chairman of 
the House committee that is 
investigating campaign fi¬ 
nance abuses. “I think die 
President has misled foe 
American people.” ■ 

Mr Clinton’s aides insisted 
that no funds were directly 
solicited within the White 
House, which would have 
been illegal, but they came 
dose to the line by using the 
mansion for presidential cof- 
M fee meetings and access to the 
~ first-floor,bedrooms in- grati¬ 
tude for campaign money. : 

The revelations of foe “fat- 
cal sleep-overs” sharply in¬ 
creased pressure from 
Congress on Janet Rena the 
AttorneyGeneral. to appoint 
an independent counsel to 
investigate foe White House 
money machine as wdl as the 
flood of dubious contributions 
from China and elsewhere in - 


Asia. So far she has resisted 
such a move, which is only 
taken _ if there is sufficient 
suspicion of illegality by foe 
executive branch of governs. 
ment, which covers foe Presi¬ 
dent. his staff and Cabinet. 

At a press conference yester- 
day, Mr Clinton expressed 

& I hate to use 
the term‘lie’, 
but it’s awfully 
- close. I think he 
has misled the 
people 9 


satisfaction that he and his 
aides did no* cross the line into 
illegality. Everyone knew 
there was to be no solicitation 
for funds at The events and it 
was also made dear that no 
price tag was to Be put on 
them. He conceded that some 
documents showed specific 


amounts that would be raised 
as .a result of the coffee 
meetings. That was how much 
his aides had hoped would 
come in. buT they did not 
always succeed, he said with a 
wry smile. 

The new documents includ¬ 
ed lists of 938 visitors who 
spent foe night at foe White 
House during Mr Clinton’s 
first term. It was intended to 
show how few were big donors 
and how many were mends of 
the Clintons or official visitors. 

However, a computer anal¬ 
ysis by The Washington Post 
found that in die past two 
years more than one in three 
guests gave money to the 
President or foe Democrats. 
They or their companies 
chipped in at least $6 million 
(£3.7 million) and they helped 
to raise mfllions more. 

Among the famous names 
were’ Barbra Streisand, the 
singer and actress, Steven 
Spielberg and David Geffen, 
the film producers, and Tom 
Hanks, Chevy -Chase and 
Richard Dreyfuss, the actors. 
AH areClinton fundraisers. 
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Celebrity guest list 

The Lincoln Bedroom, above, in the White House, 
where celebrities were allowed to stay overnight, and 
some of the wealthy Democratic Party donors who 
slept there. From left: Nefl Simon, the playwright, Lee 
laoocca. the vehicle manufacturing executive, Jane 
Fonda, the actress. Chevy Chase, the comic actor. Ted 
Turner, foe creator of CNN News and television 
moguL Steven Spielberg, the film director, and 
Ridiard Dreyfuss, the actor. 


Writing gives clue to 
‘secretive’ character 

From Quentin Letts in new york 


Legends and discord that 
haunt Lincoln Bedroom 


In foe note above, written two years ago. President Clinton 
endorsed rewards — including overnight days in foe 
Lincoln Bedroom at foe White House — for top donors. It 
read: “Yes, pursue all 3 and promptly. And get other names 
at 100,000 or more, 50,000 or more. 

-ceH. Ickes, L. Pancifa..B. Webster. 

“Ready to ^art overnights right away. Give me foe top 10 list 
bad. along w/the 100,50,000.” 


THE scribbled note in which 
President Clinton approved 
the use of White House bed¬ 
rooms for rich supporters 
be tra yed a slovenly pen. so 
rounded as to be almost 
feminine and of an uncertain, 
leftish slant which one gra¬ 
phologist yesterday interpret¬ 
ed as “secretive, as if he is 
hying to hide something”. 

Illegible as any doctor’s 
scrawl the President’s writing 
also indicated “self-sufficien¬ 
cy and some repression due to 
childhood experiences” said 
Peggy Deane, grande dame of 
Manhattan handwriting ana¬ 
lysts. “The way it slants makes 
me think he is a bit aloof, too.” 

Ms Deane noted the 


squashed nature of Mr Clin¬ 
ton’s wordS; foe way many 
letters were foe same height, 
almost like the writing of a 
travel agency derk filling in 
airline tickets. “The small 
height of the I's and h's 
suggest that foe writer is more 
conce r ned with everyday af¬ 
fairs than intellectual mat¬ 
ters," she said. “The rounded 
characters belong to a placid 
person, and foe way foe letters 
are connected make me think 
he must be logical. but not a 
believer in instinct or 
intuition.” 

The loops of y*s and g*s 
showed a strong interest in 
romance, and he seemed 
materialistic and direct. 


MYTHS surround foe Lincoln 
Bedroom where Bill Clintons 
well-heeled contributors may 
have been rewarded with 
overnight stays. 

One story is that Winston 
Churchill woke up to see Presi¬ 
dent Lincoln^ ghost and de¬ 
manded another bedroom foe 
next night. Unfortunately it is 
not true, the White House cur¬ 
ator's office said yesterday. At 
the time of Churchill's visit 
during the Second World War 
the room was still a study. 

He slept across foe hall in 
what is now the Queens’ 
Bedroom, so named by foe 
Kennedys after the royalty 
who used it, including the 


By Ian Brodie 

Queen in 1957 and the Queen 
Mother in 1939. 

Some spectral figure seems 
to haunt foe guest quarters 
close to the First Family's 
private rooms. Queen Wflhel- 
mina of The Netherlands 
heard a knock and opened foe 
door to see a ghostly figure in 
a stove-pipe hat. Two presi¬ 
dential daughters. Maureen 
Reagan and Amy Carter, also 
reported apparitions. 

In fact. Lincoln never slept 
there, nor did he sleep in what 
is now known as Lincoln’s 
bed. although his body was 
laid out on it after his assassi¬ 
nation in 1865. The bed had 
been a source of domestic 


discord. Lincoln accused his 
wife. Mary, of being a spend¬ 
thrift when she bought the 
bed. which is made of rose¬ 
wood, measures 8ft long by 
almost 6ft wide and has rococo 
earrings. He complained that 
money was needed to buy 
blankets for Civil War sol¬ 
diers. In a commenr that may 
prove prophetic, he bellowed: 
“This will stink in the nostrils 
of foe American people." 

Today’s guests are treated 
as if m a luxury hotel, with 
beds turned down and break¬ 
fast menus placed on pillows. 
President Clinton has been 
known to drop by to share a 
prayer or offer a personal tou r. 


Swiss to setup Holocaust fund 


Geneva: The Swiss Govern¬ 
ment yesterday agreed to 
share foe management of a 
fund for Holocaust victims 
with Jevrish organisations. 

The fund, to be set up an 
March I, is a key demand by 
Jewish groups seeking com¬ 
pensation for Switzerland’s 
financial dealings with foe 
Nazis. The Government said a 


seven-member board of direc¬ 
tors, including three represen¬ 
tatives erf the World Jewish 
Restitution Organisation, 
backed by a joint committee, 
will organise the distribution 
of the fund fb groups working 
for survivors or relatives. 

More than £15 million has 
already been forwarded by foe 
force largest. Swiss bulks. 


Other banks, insurance com¬ 
panies and some branches of 
Swiss industry are exp ecte d to 
contribute to the fund.. 

In an attempt to appease 
domestic opposition, ministers 
have refused to make a finan¬ 
cial contribution until they 
receive findings in June from 
an inquiry into Switzerland’s 
relations with foe Nazis. 
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Colombian 
corruption 
drives out 
novelist 

ByTVnku Varadarajan 

TIRED of his country’s cor¬ 
ruption. its drug-tainted Gov¬ 
ernment and its deadly in¬ 
security. Gabriel Garcia 
M&rquez — Nobel laureate 
novelist and champagne so¬ 
cialist — has abandoned Co¬ 
lombia for exile in Mexico. 

The highly public departure 
of Senor Garda M&rquez. 
Colombia’s most famous son, 
comes as thousands of com¬ 
mittees prepare to celebrate 
foe thirtieth anniversary of the 
publication of One Hundred 
Years of Solitude, the “magi¬ 
cal realist” novel that ensured 
the place of Latin American 
fiction on the literary map. 

Speaking recently to the 
magazine Cambio 16 Colom¬ 
bia, foe writer, who has lived 
for years in Cartagena de 
ladias on the Caribbean coast, 
said: “The situation has be¬ 
come uncomfortable, unsafe 
and turbulent- I’m off, because 
I have to live somewhere that 
is conducive to what 1 do, 
which is writing.” 

This is not foe first rime he 
has chosen exile in Mexico, 
haring done so in 1981 in 
protest against the regime of 
Julio C£sar Torbay Ayala. 
This latest departure is 
thought to have been prompt¬ 
ed by disillusion with-Presi¬ 
dent Samper, who is widely 
believed to have taken money 
for his election campaign from 
drug cartels. 

Critics, however, have been 
quidc to identify an dement of 
hypocrisy. A senior member of 
the Spanish Royal Academy 
said: “He finds that the place 
is not conducive to writing. Yet 
he spends several months of 
every year in Communist 
Cuba as a guest of Fidel 
Castro. TeU me, how condu¬ 
cive to writing is Havana, 
where there is no freedom of 
expression for anyone?" 

□ Bogota The body of Frank 
Pescatori. the American geolo¬ 
gist kidnapped in Guajira 
province, has been found shot 
through the head. Pescatori, 
40, was snatched by five 
unidentified gunmen an De¬ 
cember 10 and is believed to 
have been shot about a week 
ago. (Reuter) 


MJN 

The Award Winning 
British PC Manufacturer 
With World Bearing 
Quality. Service and Value 



MM systems continue to win awanjs for quality, performance and 
baiue. and our enoyiet«lrnici-to^qstemi^a@9foi>«ed “Best 
Buy” in the current issue of What PC7 magazine. 

"One PC stood out from the rest, though. VWth top-notch 
speafk&ktt and performance... The documentation and 
presentatfon conftfenro. maWqg this the outdght 

winner tor our Best Buy award.- This package has everything you 
need to get started and R’s an top quality. An emeBent buy." 

What PC? March 1397 (current) Issue 

Tafce a ctoser took at the new RUN ‘Miflennaim’ performance 
systems which provide even better value and are upgradeaUe to or 
based on Intel Pentium' processors with MMX™ Technology. 

MJN Offers End 28th February 

Ihe Wnun nftxfes hgw apeofeman rmjfcmedo. voce modem mJ 

come w#» a togw edecocn of software mdufne it** Smaeut S6,13 CO ones 
mddngRAC F4*y. EZ 
Lagjqge a* t*c it* *g> 
best ofaenorai, tone art 
ItturaCKve. 



Printer Option 

• Epson Stylus cotor 200 720 XT20 dpi uit^ii pnraei XI 98^8 (£3fi9+VAl) 


Buy Now... Pay August 


Interest Free Credit APR 0% 

Unrest Fno Exm a g k K MJN Mfenum D56+: Pay just £132.07 (10%) 
depod and the rest after 6 months. Atematwety, pay the whale smount 
noMr tor quote dettery. 

Toe* price = £1099 + £25 detweiy +VAT = £1320.70 0% 

Finance also avaUdbte aer a longer penod of 2.5 yeas at *" 1943%. 
France s Eubfectlo status. Written derate are aieiabk? on request- 


MJN meraritHn 168+ 

• 6*86166+ processor 
manufactured by BM 

■ Upgadeable to PenBunt* 
200MHz MMX 

• 32M) ED0RAM 

« 12 speed CD-ROM drw? 

• 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

- 24Gbhard(fc* 

• 15” SVGA (X2Scfc screen 

• 256Kppeine bust cache 

• Fast 64-t» rtegmed &Bphk$ 
(use upto 2Mi system RAM) 

• 16-ttt Stereo sound, joystek, 
microphone and premium 
I120v» pmpo) spezfcas 


MJN Mflkmnium 1S6M 

• trrtei Pentium 266Mttr processor 
MthMMX" Technotoar 

• UppadeabteipPenbun' 
200MHz MMX 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

> 22 speed CO-ROM drive 

• 33.6 V3-4+ voice modem 

. tLlGbtertdtek 

■ 15" SVGA 028dp screen 

- 256K pfieine burs! cache 

• Fast 64-fiit negated gaphtes 
(use i^ito 2Mb system RAM) 

■ 16-bit stereo sound, joystick, 
mcrophorw and premwn 
(120w pmpo) spcetefS 


MJN MDennfens 200+ 

• 6x86200+ p rocessor 
manufactured by IBM 

■ Upgradeabie to Permum* 
200MHz MMX 

• 512Kproete» burst cache 

• 32Mb EDO RAW 

■ 32Gb hard cask 

• 33.6V34+V0K& modem 

• 12 speed CD-ROM drwe 

■ 15' SVGA 02Sdp screen 
(17’c5JttXB» 

• ATI Rajp II30 graphes wmh 4ft*j 
SGRAM 

■ SoundBlaster 32 haTOwane 
Wtejeobte sound cart, joysbcK. 
microphone & Premum H30w 


MJN MBonnlmn 200M 

• keel Pentium200MHz pro cessor 
with KWH' Technotaai 

■ FuC Toner case 

■ 512K pipeSne burst cache 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

• a2Gb hard ash 

• 33.6 V34 + modem 
« 12 speed CD-ROM drive 

• 15" SVGA 028dp screen 
(17*opbon3n 

■ AT) Rags l) 3D gaphes wOi 
4Mb SGRAM 

• SoundBlaster 32 hardware 
Wavetahte s<xnd cart, joysw*. 

rrtcrophme 6 prernun (12tX« 
pmpou 


£ i2 9r 

1099 


inc-VAT 


+VAT 

Model Noe 427 


£ i49r 

1269 


pnpo) speakeo 

£irnoie 


mc-VAT 


+VAT 

■odal No: 428 


1596 J 

1359 


inc.VAT 


+VAT 


Model No: 419 


M996^„ 

1699 


Model No: 429 


M modeti farfadr 7 bay r«sfc-tt«r cose (9 U toner on 200M model). 33’ fonw dme. P&2 mouse. 105 teyboaro, sofcrae 
MPEG, mouse port, 2 fast Sena ports, pmfel mt ^mea port. McrosotT Windows 95 and a massno software btnle. 

MJN 01 282 777 555 

■ - w ■ W Telephone sales Ones are open Monday-Friday 9.00am - 7.00pm. Satuid^ 9.00am ■ 5.00pm 


MJN Techndo® Limited, (kanvilte House, Btachbun Rd'. Simon stone, Bumtey. lanes. BB12 7GT- T* 01*82 m 655. Far 01282 77 08 44. 

taa m kmo nc« Fnarosa owe unrcaDiibcnd Strife 

dMAwaaMecB'B«M.BaiMMttiavOTrM>iiBv«vn^te*>Aiitf«MaainMhd(MCcoinii a Sakmi|onHW»aXHniaiciuxi*aUi^scin.reaKCaiR > CMK.aaE. 


iT 






















( t 


■ r 


K 

fr 

n 

rr. 

« 

y 

at 

to 

di 


V 

(> 

at 

19 

at 


1. 

be 


cjipilj &>) hSjS> 



16 BODY AND MIND 


Dr Thomas Stuttaford on the confusion between food and diet anti- 
rheumatic drugs and dementia; and an unexpected benefit of HRT 



Why there is 


no such thing 


T he Home Secretary’s favourite 
meal was recently compared 
with a prisoners standard lunch. 
Having studied the menu which 
might be served in Dartmoor, and that 
which is prepared when Mr Howard is 
being given a treat, one might well feel 
thar many people would rather have been 
eating on the moor. 

Institutional food, if well cooked and 
pleasantly presented (which is probably 
unlikely in prison), has a certain appeal to 
all of these who, like myself, started to 
board at a prep school at six, and didn’t 
have regular home cooking for years. 
After all that early conditioning, steak and 
kidney pudding, mashed potatoes and 
peas, followed by a marmalade or golden 
syrup steamed pudding, seemed very 
alluring. 

The Balance of Good Health, a guide 
to healthy eating produced by the Depart¬ 
ment for Education and Employment, is 
fall of sound medical advice. But the best 
af all is contained in the opening 
paragraph, which states that there are no 
healthy, or unhealthy, foods — only 
healthy or unhealthy diets. 

Steak and kidney pudding is. for 
instance, an excellent food, containing 
protein. Vitamin E, folic arid and essential 
fats. It is also rich in calories, but it 
wouldn't, of course, be very health-giving 
if served at every mealtime. Likewise, 
treacle tart may be a firm favourite — but 
fruit salads can be made just as 
appetising. 

The department's tract emphasises that 
vegetables do not have to be "fresh” — 
although no one will deny that they taste 
better if they are. and contain more 
vitamins. It is very strict on the amount of 
fat which we should have in our diet and 
is anxious to cut this to less than 35 per 


cent of the total energy intake. But it says 
little about olive oil. If our diet is to be 
modified so as to be more like that which 
protects the Mediterranean people from 
coronary heart disease and cancer, we 
should start to consider what type; as well 
as how much, fat we should take. Other 
factors in the Mediterranean diet indude 
more vegetables (five portions a day have 
been recommended), and more fruit and 
and fruit juices. 

Saturated fats are responsible for the 
cholesterol-raising effects of a rich, fatty 
diet and make a major contribution to the 
levels of pernicious low-density lipopro¬ 
tein cholesterol and the sinister triglycer¬ 
ides in the blood. Many people have a 
constitution and cardiovascular system 
which will cope with a northern European 
diet, so that their arteries do not become 
lethally clogged by atheroma, the fatty 
deposits which occlude the blood vessels. 
In a sizeable minority, however, the 
lifespan is shortened by too 



Mediterranean boon: olive oil 


HORMONE replacement 
therapy is such an important 
way of preventing death from 
fractures that follow the weak¬ 
ening of bones in older 
women, and as a means of 
reducing the incidence of 
cardiovascular disease in 
post-menopausal women, that 
its other advantages are often 
overlooked. 

The American Journal of 
Epidemiology has recently 
reported another effect of 


HRT helps stop cataracts 


in 


hormonal replacement 
middle-aged women. 

Researchers in Australia 
who have studied the eyes of 
more than Z000 women over 
the age of 50 have discovered 
that women who take HRT 
long-term are less likely to 
develop cataracts. 

This finding is particularly 


important in Australia, which 
has a high incidence of cata¬ 
racts. Thqr are related to 
exposure to sun, particularly 
when it is reflected off the 
beach or sea. Sunbathing on a 
beach, and staring at the sky, 
is liable to cause trouble with 
the lenses, as in this position 
the eyes are no longer protect- 





as healthy food 
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great an addiction to the frying pan. 

It is a common mistake to ihfnk that all 
the saturated fats are derived from dairy 
produce and animal fats. If vegetable ofl is 
derived from palm kernels or coconuts 
(for instance, in some tinned sardines), it 
might be just as healthy to have a large 
helping of beef dripping. 

Unsaturated Eats indude sunflower and 
other vegetable oils, as well as those 
derived from soya beans and rape seed. 
Other unsaturaled Eats are found in fish, 
if polyunsaturated or mano-unsaturated 
are used instead of saturated . Eats, 
cholesterol levels are reduced. Fish oils 
have the advantage of lowering tire 
triglyceride level. A combination of high 
levels of triglyceride and low-density 
lipoprotein cholesterol is ominous. 


O f all themono-unsaturated fats, 
olive oil may well bald the due 
to improving the British pos¬ 
ition in the international 
league table of coronary bean disease. At 
the moment we rank, second worst of the 
advanced societies. 

The DfE^s advice contains a few useful 
paragraphs on potatoes. The experts 
would prefer them to be boiled or baked, 
but if chips must be on the menu, they 
should be thick rather than thin and 
straight cut rather than crinkly. Bath 
measures reduce the amount of fat 
absorbed by the potato. 

Fat in which chips have been cooked 
must be changed frequently and should 
not be too hot The use of oven chips 
reduces the fat content by 40 per cent It is 
possible now to buy a spray which 
delivers a coating of olive oil to the pan 
and by this means reduces the fat in the 
chips to a minimum. What is more, it is a 
minimum which is healthy. 
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Iris Murdoch: the novelist has been developing the signs and symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease for some time 


New hope over Alzheimer’s 


ed by the forehead from the 
direct rays of the sun. A 
projecting forehead provides 
a natural sunshade to protect 
the eyes. 

The Australian research 
has also revealed that later 
onset of a woman’s periods 
than is usual is assodated 
with an increased chance of a 
cataract Surprisingly, die 
time of the menopause has no 
influence on cataract forma¬ 
tion. 


T he arthritic old man or 
woman who hobbles 
across the village 
green before seizing a place 
in the pub from which they 
can dominate die conversa¬ 
tion has often been admired 
for the way in which their 
intellect has survived despite 
their age. Rheumatologists 
have long noticed that their 
patients seem. to have less 
Alzheimer's disease than do 
those of the doctors treating 
other people. 

The hypothesis that ar¬ 
thritic patients have less 
Alzheimer's is still no more 
titan a clinical observation, 
but recently scientists have 
started to study any possible 
influence the non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs, the 
anti-rheumatic preparations, 
might have on the disease, 
and their possible ability to 
keep this condition at bey. 

There are possible scientif¬ 
ic explanations which could 
account for any effect the 
anti-rheumatic drug might 
have on Alzheimeris disease. 
These drugs interfere with 
various of toe body’s enzyme 


systems, possibly including 
those found in the brain. Dr 
Phillip Platt, a consultant 
rheumatologist and a lec¬ 
turer at Newcastle University 
School of Medicine said: “An 
apparent reduction in toe 
incidence of Alz- 
rimer's disease in 


patients with ar- ‘Jt’S SL pOOT 
thntis has often r 

been camxrieoted 


relation 
in terms 
of money 
spent on 

recenuy me very „ _i. 

term Alzheimer's TCbCdXCfl 


upon by rheum¬ 
atologists, but this 
is as yet no more 
than a clinical ob¬ 
servation. The im¬ 
portant point, is 
that whereas until 
recently, the very 


induced the feel- _____ 
ing of despera¬ 
tion, now at last there seems 
to be some hope." 


satisfied that at last strenu¬ 
ous efforts are being made to 
find answers to the distress¬ 
ing problems which are 
posed by toe disease. . ‘ 
Everyone _ concerned with 
Alzheimer’s would have wd- 
• corned, the honest 
account of the nar 
tore of the disease 
given by Profes¬ 
sor John Bayiey, a 
witty and perspi¬ 
cacious Oxford 
Scholar. Professor 
Bayfey has been 
locking after his 
wife* • Iris-. Mur¬ 
doch, the writer, 
.who has been de-‘ 
vdopuigtoe sigiis 
. and .symptoms of 
Alzheimer's for 


Advances in the treatment 
will dome too late for the 
600,000 patients in-Britain 
who have already had the 
disease diagnosed. Their 
families, however, who have 
often made hugesacrifioes to 
care for their elderly rela¬ 
tives. or spouses, should be 


some time. She is now depen¬ 
dent on her husband. . 

This weds the Duke of 
Edinburgh spoke to an. in¬ 
vited audience about the need 
for more research into tire 
disease. Alzheimer's Is, like 
many diseases affecting the 
mind, a poor relation in 
terms of money spent on its 
research. Only £10 per 


patient per year is spent on 
its research, whereas £109 
goes to every patient with 
heart disease, £474 per 
patient for the investigation 
of the causes of cancer, and a 
remarkable £15,000 for ev¬ 
eryone who has Aids. 

The thought that a brilliant 
mind, like that of Irish Mur¬ 
doch. can be reduced to 
childishness, must make oth¬ 
ers, as well as Prince Philip, 
wonder about toe shortage of 
resources for research- 

Anew research institute Is 
to be built in Cambridge, but 
a further £2 million is needed 
before work can start on the 
building. Prince Philip's ap¬ 
peal was directed to flus 
project for which funds are 
urgently needed. 

The good news for those 
whose memory is beginning 
to fail is that Aricept has now 
been licensed for use in this 
country. Aricept won’t cure 
Alzheimer's but it wifi boost 
the memory of about a third 
of cases for a time. We still 
need toe Cambridge project 
to find the cause so that the 
disease can be prevented. 


Misdiagnosis 
can lead 
to tragedy 


DANIEL WHAYMAN. a 
four-month-old baby, was 
thrown into the River 
Orwell at Ipswich by his 
mother Lisa, who suffers 
from schizophrenia. Daniel 
was dropped 150ft over tbe 
side of the bridge that spans 
the river. The tragic case 
of Daniel and his mother 
carries many lessons for 
those who look after patients 
with schizophrenia. 

lisa’s iDsess had 
apparently been, 
misdiagnosed since she 
was 24. although even at that 
age it was realised that 
she had psychiatric problems. 
The true diagnosis of 
schizophrenia was only made 
after Daniel’s murder. . 

There was potentially 


lethal reluctance on toe 
part of doctors tomakea 
diagnosis ofschirop hm i- 
ia. Euphemisms to describe 
toeconditionabouad; asa .• 
result the diagnosis itself is 
often missed. 

Doctors fed that before . t 
they are in a position to 
diagnose sdnznphreriia, 
therefore—ami to prescribe 
the right treatment and •• • . 
care —they must have . 
evidence of symptoms so 
distinctive tom a third-year 
student couUnTiniss 
them. 

- Modem research using 
sophisticated s canning 
devices is now beginning 
to show what GPs have long 
believed: that in a family 
with a history of 
schizophrenia there is 
often a spectrum of 
symptoms of varying 
severity. Some of the family 
may be obviously 
schizophrenic, whereas 
others are no more than 
charmingly eccentric 


The grim 
legacy of 
meningitis 


THE height of toe 
meningococcal meningitis 
season will soon be over, 
but there can be no lessening 
of toe sense of alertness 
which is needed to spot the 
early signs of 
meningococcal infection so 
the treatment can be 
started at once- 

Although meningitis is 
more common in the winter, 
it can occur at any time of 
the year and whatever the 
month it has the power to 
kill a patient within hours of 
the first signs and 
symptoms. 

It is often thought that if 
tbe patie^ survives the first 
two days after an attack of 
meningitis, tbe troubles are 
over. But this is not so. 


Meningococcal ■ 
infections, whether the 

symptoms are 
prectomlnantiy related to 
meningitis — 

inflammation of the covering 
of the brain—or to 
septicaemia which results in 
arash, collapse and 
circulatory foil are, often leave 
a terrible legacy. 

Patients who have 
survive meningococcal 
septicaemia frequently 
need to have limbs 
amputated, if gangrene 
has developed in a leg or arm 
as a result of an enfeebled 
circulation. 

Meningitis may leave, 
behind it a host of residual 
problems! Recent 
extensive research published 
in the archives of diseases. 
of children shorn that 
meningitis induces 
varying degrees of hearing 
loss in 10 per cent of the ■ 
children affected, but only in 
about 3 per cent is this 
deafness permanent 
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Peers, politics and the Asian vote 


1 The elevation of 
two wealthy 
Asian 

businessmen to 
: the House of 
Lords reflects 
party 
strategists’ 
recognition of 
■ the new-found 
power of Asian 
voters 





■ ^ om ^ c Kennedy 


T hey were both bom in 
British India in the 
early 1930s and have 
just been elevated to 
the House of Lords. They are 
Hindus; vegetarians and non- 
irinkers, who arrived in Brit- 
itn with little and made 
ortunes in their adopted land: 
Ihere the similarity ends. 

Swraj Paul is a Labour peer 
nd industrialist, a romantic 
igure whose family struggled 
jr Indian independence, a 
lend of the late Indira Gan- 
hi and Earl Mountbatten of 
urma. He famously saved 
ondon Zoo in honour of a 
aughter who died as a child. 
Raj Bagri, chairman of the 
radon Metal Exchange, who 
the New Year’s Honours 
st was made the fifth Asian 
er, took his place on the 
inserva five benches 
sterday. 

The City was stunned by the 
ting of Bagri's honour so 
m after the exchange faced 
deism over the Sumitomo 
iper scandal when, a rogue 
Jer cost the JaparifeSe com- 
ly E12 bilIion. : 

"he arrival of two new 
ans in the House of Lords 
i provoked a wave of specie' 
bn among die irrepressibly 
sipy UK Indian elite, lord 
il and ’Lord Bagri are in 
al camps. Ba$ri i$ a friend 
tiie billionaire Hinduja 
‘lily, wealthy brothers from 
fnbay who are regarded as 
jfTidal leaders. oL the rich 
lians in Britain, as well as 
ng donors to the Conserva- 
i Patty. 

iagri’S companies have nev- 
given money to the Tories 
t lie does have a habit of 
iting large cheques ; for 
ises dose to his heart. Paul, 
o keeps his distance from . 
. Hindujas, has given ai 
st £139,000 to the Labour 
l ty. during the 1990s. • 





Lord Bagri; the chairman of the London Meta] Exchange and a Conservative peer, with his sponsors Baroness Flather and Lord McColl, before yesterday’s ceremony receiving him into the Upper House 


and hard work of the Asian 
community. Tony Biair has 
just paid a high-profile visit to 
Regents Park mosque. 

To some rich Indians, the 
choice of Bagri smacks of 
desperation by a Prime Minis¬ 
ter eager to find a top Asian to 
ennoble in time far the 
election..' 


. Tosomerich 
Indians, the 
choice of 
Bagri 
smacks a 
little of 
desperation' 


terms of being popular or 
unpopular, he is never there 
for anyone id decide. He is just 
anonymous. That's a bit of a 
shame because we havenT got 
very many role models." 

the four Hinduja brothers, 
whose contacts rndude Baron¬ 
ess Thatcher and Jade Cun¬ 
ningham, run a global trading 
and finance empire. 

They are occasional visitors 
to -Lord Bagri's £S million 
Ionic villa in Regent's Pork. 
Lord Bagri has been involved 
in .their proposal for an Asian 
British Bank, as well as their 
Concordia project which is 
seeking Millennium Commis¬ 
sion money for a multicultural 
centre in Peterborough. 

Lord Bagri is dismissive of 
the allegations that his honour 
was arranged fry Gopichand 
Hindoo, one of the brothers, 
at a dinner with an unnamed 
senior Cabinet minister last 


'ir Then Tbny Blair 
i’ A / recommended 
/ V Paul for a peer- 
f - ▼ age last August 
n ' went round that the 
jdujas were upset Was 
si's peerage, as suggested 
[month by the newspaper 
pay Business, a gesture by 
fi Major to please the Tory 1 
porting Asians? 
foney aside, both party 
lers are blatantly malting a 
ji for the important one 
son-plus Asian vote ar this 
tibn. In India last month. 
Prime Minister was on a 
sion to woo, highlighting 
jhrift entrepreneurial flair 


Conservative Central Office 
says: “He is a very popular 
figure. He is a very prominent 
businessman. We are very 
pleased he has decided to sit as 
a Conservative peer." 

Senior Asians say this only 
'shows how out of touch the 
Tory machine is with the 
Asian grass roots. If Major 
wanted a voteswinner, they 
believe he chose foe wrong 
man. 

Sarwar Ahmed, die Ecfitor- 
in-Chief of the weekly news¬ 
paper Eastern Eye,' who 
hosted a party to honour 
Britain’s richest 100 Asians in 
the Caffi Royal last week, 
compares Bagri and Paul. 
’‘Lora Paul is a very charis¬ 
matic person who has built up 
a reputation for being really 
generous both with money, 
and time." he says. 

“Although Bagri is known 
in the business community, in 
the wider Asian community 
nobody would have heard of 
him until He got the peerage 
and after that nothing. In 


year. 

"It is totally and utterly 
untrue;" he said. "I have never 
talked to Hinduja about any 
honours for me. 1 have never 
asked him to broker anything 
for me. I am absolutely 
amazed that this kind of story 
has been conceived and 
published." 

Although Swraj Paul was 
publicly congratulated by 
Gopichand Hinduja when he 
become a lord, the rumours 
continued that the family was 
annoyed. The Hindu]as, how¬ 
ever, deny this. According to 
observers. Paul became the 
new favourite at the High 
Commission. 

S rich and Hinduja, another 
brother, vigorously denies Char 
Gopichand recommended Ba- 



peer. and Lord McColl of 
Dulwich, the distinguished 
surgeon who acts as the Prime 
Minister's eyes and ears in the 
Upper House. 

Unknown to almost every 
other lord, it was a conversa¬ 
tion between these two senior 
Tories which led to Bagri 
being included on a list of 
suitable candidates for high 
honour early last year. 

Baroness Flather put him 
down for “at least a knight¬ 
hood". She has adopted a role 
of recommending worthy 
Asians far important public 
duties. 

“You can’t get anybody a 
peerage." she says. "Should 
one w so lucky to be in that 
position. You don't buy a 
peerage either even if people 
think you do. You talk to Lord 
McColl, who is the Prime 
Minister's liaison person in 
the Lords. I talk to him and 
suggest names. 1 give names 
for things all the time. Some 
succeed, some don't succeed. 
Isn't that one of my functions 
in the House of Lords? 1 am a 


always been discreet and 
scarcely recognised. 

In December, the regulatory 
Securities and Investments 
Board in the City issued a 
report clearing the London 
Metal Exchange. Twelve days 
later, its chairman became a 
peer. Tariq Salaria. senior 
copper consultant with the 


’You can’t get' 
anybody a 
peerage. You 
don’t buy a 
peerage either 
even if people 
think you do’ 


Lord Paul; a Labour peer and an industrialist 


confirmed the brothers meet 
ministers “for economic devel¬ 


opments between India and 
Britain". 


Did the Hinduja family 
arrange Bagri’s honour? G.K. 
Noon, the Indian chilled foods 
entrepreneur, describes Bagri 


as “very friendly with the 
Hindujas” but says it is rub¬ 
bish to say they were involved 
in his peerage. 

Nat Puri, die £95 million 
industrialist, said Bagri and 
the Hindujas had a good 
working relationship but he 
was equally dismissive of the 
report “I didn't know peer¬ 
ages were available that way." 

Some wealthy Asians do, 
however, equate donations to 
the Conservative Parly with 
future honours. 

According to Pranial Sheth. 


former vice-president of the 
UK Immigrants' Advisory 
Service: “There is a general 
feeling among the Asians that 
people who contribute moneys 
to the Conservative Party have 
more chances of getting hon¬ 
ours and being noticed." 

The truth, however, accord¬ 
ing to the few peers who know 
how Bagri becune a lord, is 
rather more straightforward. 
When Bagri arrived in the 
Upper House yesterday ,his 
sponsors were Baroness 
Flather. the first Asian woman 


resource." 

Lady Flather has long been 
an admirer of Raj Bagri. He is 
a member of her £l(X>a-head 
Link Club for 50 leading 
Asians, which has quarterly 
■functions to meet the Prime 
Minister and other ministers. 
"He has a CBE," says the 
baroness, "but 1 felt that he 
deserved more." • 

Certainly, he seemed a wor¬ 
thy candidate to the secretive 
group of Privy Counsellors 
who vet all peerages. Raj Bagri 
rose from being a clerk in a 
Calcutta metals business to 
become the first non-white 
chairman of the prestigious 
London Metal Exchange, his 
family fortune new worth an 
estimated £SO million. 

He is a quiet, aesthetic man 
who likes listening to Indian 
classical music and attending 
recitals of Urdu poetry. His 
huge gifts to charity have 


metals researchers CRU Inter¬ 
national. said: "Next year 
would have been a bit more 
appropriate given that things 
might have settled down a 
bit" 

Lord Bagri and Lord Raul 
were invited last month to a 
celebration of their honours at 
the new Hindu temple in 


Neasden, northwest London. 
It is typical of his low-key style 
that Bagri declined to attend 
while Paul allowed himself to 
be garlanded by a priest and 
community leaders, followed 
by a feast. Few realised that 
the missing lord had given a 
substantial six-figure donation 
to build the temple. He also 
contributed £135,000 to the 
Asian Women's Organisation, 
which provides language 
classes, advice and dancing. 

Lord Paul is privately 
amused by the rumours sur¬ 
rounding the elevation of 
Bagri. In public, he is main¬ 
taining a suitably noble 
silence. 

The new-found electoral 
muscle of British Asians is 
now there to be seen. People in 
Britain with origins in India. 
Pakistan and Bangladesh 
comprise 3 per cent of the 
population. In 36 constituen¬ 
cies, the Asian vote is larger 
than the sitting M Ps majority. 
In 12 of the top 60 seats that 
Tony Blair needs to win pow¬ 
er, Asian voters will determine 
the outcome. Party strategists 
are aware, more than ever 
since their arrival en masse in 
the early 1970s. that the sup¬ 
port of Asians will be crucial to 
win this election. 
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Don’t put 
Blair on the 


UK board 


Michael Heseltine appeals to 
Labour’s business breakfasters 


R unning Britain’s most 
Successful companies is 

an onerous, relentless 
responsibility. Past success is 
pocketed as a restless world 
moves on- The prizes are high, 
but the risks enormous and 
the men and women at the top 
of the ladder are hardened by 
the experience of climbing it 
Ar breakfast today, some of 
them will listen to Tony Blair 
in his bid for political power. 
Should they choose him as 
chief executive of UK pld? 

Perhaps it wasn’t Tony 
Blair's fault that Jim Calla¬ 
ghan. Michael Foot and Neil 
Kinnock led the Labour Party 
to defeat after defeat. But there 
is no such excuse when one 
asks the question about judg¬ 
ment. Of course, anyone is 
entitled to be wrong and admit 
it but if one is considering 
someone for high responsi¬ 
bility. it is fair to weigh in the 
balance the consideration that 
he now disowns every princi¬ 
ple that he held ten years ago. 
If his old convictions were 
skin-deep, are his new convic¬ 
tions any deeper? If Tony Blair 
could argue, as he mice did, 
that Britain should leave 
European Community and 
give up its independent 
nuclear deterrent, or defend- 
nationalised industry and 

punitive tax rates, is _ 

it intellectual con¬ 
viction that now Lai 

persuades him to 
argue a different pOllC 

case? Or is it simply mcmt 

a recognition that 11 
voters will never YVT1 

vote for policies so 
out of keeping with dir® 

their own interests ______ 

and beliefs? 

We have today the best 
economic circumstances for a 
generation. We are outstrip¬ 
ping our European competi¬ 
tors, scooping inward invest¬ 
ment. enjoying the pre¬ 
eminence of the City of Lon¬ 
don and witnessing the birth 
of a new generation of small 
and medium-sized enterprises. 
Our privatised companies are 
slaking their claim again in 
world markets; industrial rela¬ 
tions are excellent; inflation is 
under control; exports are at 
an all-time high. 

None of this was easily 
achieved. Competition intensi¬ 
fies with every year that 
passes. The rigour and disci¬ 
pline that achieved so much in 
yesterday's battles will be nec¬ 
essary in the challenges of 
to m orrow. This is why you 
could have no faith in a 
Labour govemmenL 
Take two of the main polit¬ 
ical events this week. First, the 
proposal to privatise London 
Underground and enable it to 
attract the investment it needs 
and enhance its quality of 
service. You could not distin¬ 
guish between Tony Blair’s 
reaction to this privatisation 
and Labour’s resistance to 
every other privatisation of 
the past decade and a half. Let 
me quote Tony Blair's words 
in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday. “Once again a 
key public service will be sold 
off at a fraction of its true 
value so that a few people can 
make a vastly inflated profit 
Midi no guarantee of a proper 
service for the future." New 
Labour; old instincts? A man 
genuinely changed, or the 
politics of envy? 

The other event was the rev- 


Labour 
policies all 
move in the 
wrong 
direction 


government in Eng¬ 
land or elected talk- 


° Ian d or elected talk- 

30n ing-shops in Scot- 

___ land and Wales do 

_ anything but add 

costs and delay to our deri¬ 
sion-making? Does anyone 
believe that putting local educ¬ 
ation authorities back in 
charge of our schools would be 
anything but retrograde? 


I s British industry calling 
out for a windfall tax. as 
though it could be extract¬ 
ed painlessly from our leading 
companies? Is Scottish busi¬ 
ness demanding a tartan tax? 
Is industry and commerce in 
the United Kingdom crying 
our to be subjected to the 
European economic model 
while French and other conti¬ 
nental companies are fleeing, 
other eastwards to Central 
Europe or westwards to Brit¬ 
ain, to escape it? 

Would our companies bene¬ 
fit from Labour'S new deal 
with the unions and the resto¬ 
ration of strikers' legal immu¬ 
nity? Labour is committed to 
the producer and not the 
consumer. Does it believe it 
really knows best ami can 
judge for us better than we can 
for ourselves? 

No one would argue that we 
have got everything right in 
the past 18 years. But no fair- 
minded person can dispute 
that Britain today is not recog¬ 
nisable as the Sick Man of 
Europe it was in 1979. It would 
bea mistake to believe that we 
can build on our success 
without the same vision and 
the same understanding of 
how an economy actually 
works. Since we lave a chief 
executive with a proven record 
of success, we should not risk 
the unknown, the untried, the 
unpredictable. 

The author is the Deputy 
Prime Minister. 
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elation by the Chancellor on 
Tuesday of the implausibility 
of labour’s economic policies. 

We have watched year after 

year the nods and winks with 
which the promises have been 
nude. Every criticism of gov¬ 
ernment policy has been cou¬ 
pled with a pledge given or an 
impression conveyed that Lab¬ 
our would spend more money 
to solve the alleged problem. 

Labour claims to have com¬ 
mitted itself to the Conserva¬ 
tive public expenditure plans 
for the next two years, without 
increasing income tax levels. 
Yet Ken Clarke has identified 
a £12 billion black hole in 
Gordon Brown'S calculations. 

No doubt Mr Brown would 
try to blame his predecessor. If 
anyone wanted a stark warn¬ 
ing of Gordon Browns first 
statemenr if he became Chan¬ 
cellor, this is it “I didn’t know. 
I'm sorry I'm going to have to 
do this to you. It isn't my 
fault" And up go the taxes. 

This Government has 
helped companies to reach 
levels of productivity and 
achievement that exrite the ad¬ 
miration of the world. Just 
read the comments by the 
OECD and the IMF. which 
are hardly branch offices of 
the Conservative Party. But 
tite challenge is to keep up the 
_ processes of change. 

And every major 
)Ur policy of the Labour 

.. Party moves in ex- 

S all actly the wrong d> 

n rection. Would a 

Lnc new tier of regional 
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NORTH BY NORTHWEST Ml N STER 


Beds, not trolleys 


O n Monday. Tony Blab- 
paid an exceptional third 
visit to the Wirral South 
by-election; his main cam¬ 
paign theme was the failures of the 
National Health Service. In the 
Wirral. as in many other parts of the 
country, the hospital service is over¬ 
stretched to breaking point There are 
6.000 patients on watting lists; one in 
four of them has been waiting at least 
six months for treatment 
Far too many patients in England 
and Wales are on waiting lists or are 
lying on hospital trolleys because the 
beds no longer exist, in 1970. there 
were 450,000 hospital beds, or nine 
per thousand of population. By 1930. 
that had fallen to 378,000 (7.6 per 
thousand); by 1990. it was 275.000 (5J5 
per thousand); by 1995, it was 222,000 
(4J per thousand). The numbers are 
still falling. In 25 years, England and 
Wales have lost half their hospital 
beds. That has not happened in the 
rest of Europe, where there are still, 
on average, nine beds per thousand 
of population; they are where we 
were in 1970, and still have twice our 
present provision. England now has 
the fewest hospital beds in the whole 
of the European Union, fewer titan 
Portugal. That is the cause of all 
the trouble. 

The public is aware that things 
have gone very badly wrong in the 
hospitals, and blames the Govern¬ 
ment People know that the hospitals 
are having to turn patients out too 
early, or cannot treat them without 
delays. If this has not happened to 
them personally, it has happened to 
their relations, their friends or their 
colleagues. Everyone has heard his 
own hospital horror story. It is not 
that Ihe consultants are no good: 
most of them are skilful and caring. It 
is that the hospitals cannot cope with 
the flow of patients. 

The decline of the hospital service 
may be the biggest single cause of the 
Government's political unpopularity. 
Who else could be blamed? The 
Conservatives have been in power 
since 1979. In 1980. the dedine had 
already begun, but since 1980, more 
than 150,000 hospital beds have 
disappeared. Nobody said in 1980 
that England and Wales ought to 
have 150,000 fewer hospital beds; it 
just happened that way. Naturally 
ihe Government in power over that 
period has to take die blame lor the 
consequences. The Labour Party has 
been very skilful in suggesting that 
the Conservatives have neglected the 


Britain is underfunding healthcare, 
especially in the private sector 


NHS, and people have believed 
them. Rightly, people mind deeply 
when their grannies have to lie for 20 
hours (»i a trolley in a draughty 
corridor waiting for treatment for 
cancer. 

Yet there is a difficulty. The Labour 
Party has always been hostile to 
private medicine, and has believed 
that private medicine was damaging 
to tiie health service. Yet internation¬ 
al comparisons do not show that 
Britain is out of line in public 
spending, but that we are spending 
much less than other countries on 
private healthcare. 

The figures in my table show that 
public health expenditure is more or 
less the same in the advanced 
countries. The shortfall is in the 
private sector in the United King¬ 
dom; that is only about 15 percent the 
sire of the American. 70 per cent Ihe 

sire of the Euro- _ ■ 

pean. and 27 per _ 

cent of the OECD \\Z7ll 

average- On the 
face of it British 
policy needs to con- Ls 00? 
centrate on eneour- 
aging and expan¬ 
ding private health — 

provision until it 
readies a more normal level. The 
Conservatives must be criticised for 
being too timid about that but the 
Labour Party is definitely opposed to 
it even though it has accepted public 
expenditure restraints which mean 
that it will not be able to increase 
public spending on health in any 
significant way. 

This hostility against the pri¬ 
vate sector is in any case absurd, 
since there are already vital areas 
of healthcare in which the private 
sector is dominant and die state 
sector subordinate. They indude 
long-term care, the hospice move¬ 
ment and medical research. In long¬ 
term care, the private sector provides 
148 million bed-nights a year, three 
times the state sector's provision of 48 
million bed-nights. The Treasury 
would never conceivably have paid 
for tiie development of the hospice 
movement, which has been based on 
charity. Without the support of the 
drug companies, the research chari¬ 
ties and private money, publicly 
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funded medical research would be in¬ 
adequate. Dolly, the cloned sheep, is 
an example of tiie way in which some, 
new medical research is being finan¬ 
ced by venture capital. PPL Thera¬ 
peutics was set up in 1987 to help to 
finance and exploit the research of the 
Restin'. Institute, which • receives a 
royalty on the commercial applica¬ 
tions. Roslin is also state-funded. 

Even in those areas where ihe 
health service, is the main provider, 
private healthcare is important Pri¬ 
vate medicine is now performing 

_ 750,000 operations 

a year. The hospital 
* service, with only 

/jWl about four beds per 

thousand of the 
\AfifTfv population, does 

|r J X/Yj* not have tiie capad- 

CO ty to perform these 

— operations, and 

many of them have 
indeed been referred to tiie private 
sector from the NHS. 


T here is an obvious political 
paradox. The Conservative 
Party has failed to prevent 
excessive contraction of the. 
hospital service. It has failed to 
encourage private healthcare, which 
is a necessary part oF proper provi¬ 
sion. It should have been more active 
in attracting additional private funds. 
Yet the Labour Party set up the health 
service as a single giant structure, on 
the same imprsutocal. model as the 
great state monopolies of the Soviet 
Union. The Labour Party remains 
apposed to encouraging private 
health provision, and regards it as a 
hostile force, despite the longstand¬ 
ing trade union links with the 
friendly societies. The truth is that 
private care is a necessary addition to 
public care; the Labour belief is that ft 
undermines the public health system. 

The risk is that the Labour Party 
will win the election partly because of 


public concern about tiie health 
service, but win then adopt policies 
which make a bad situation worse. 

■Some people hope that hew Labour 
will understand that the only way to 
preserve the National Health Service 
is to develop co-operation with an 
expanded private sector. ... 

The aim ought to be to enlarge tiie 
private sector ty about £5 billion over, 
die course of the next Parliament, 
while adding the necessary mini¬ 
mum of at least £1 billion to reversing 
the steady decline of beds in NHS 
hospitals. I doubt whether even Tony 
.Blair can persuade the Labour Party. 
to undertake such radical surgery on 
so sacred a cow. . 

The more likely outcome of a 
Labour victory is tiie continued 
deterioration of the National Health 
Service, while tiie Conservative Party 
becomes radicalised. In tbel980s, the 
Conservative administrations priya-. 
tised industry and a large proportion. 

. of public bousing. In the 1990s,they 
' have failed to follow that up,by 
extending privatisation into the social 
services of health, education and 
welfare, largely because they were 
afraid of tiie potiticaj cost Health is 
the outstanding example of tiie 
political cost of their failure to do so. 
The reluctance to expand the private 
sector to the international norm has 
not produced a stronger but aweaker' 
state sector. In defeat, the Conserva¬ 
tive Party would no doubt have a 
meat internal debate; and would be 
Ukety to decide that the 1992 Ifarliar 
ment was wasted because these 
issues were not tackled. I would be 
very surprised if they were faced in 
the manifesto; by now that would in 
any case be much too late for the 1997 ■ 
election. 

- .Nevertheless, the weakness of Lab¬ 
our policy needs to be fully recog¬ 
nised- The Labour Party'seems 
scarcely to have noticed the progres¬ 
sive erosion of hospital beds, let alone 
produced a policy to reverse tiie 
trend. Fbr the health service to work 
properly, there should still be300.000 
hospital beds, as there were in 1985. 
even though hospital stays are 
shorter with modem surgery. How 
are they going to be paid for? The 
Labour Arty is committed not to 
inaeafeexpmditiireandnato raise 
income tax. These beds cannot there¬ 
fore be paid for out of pobUc funds. 
They are in the same position as 
Dolly; they will either be paid for out 
of private funding , or they will never 
come into existence at afl. 


I think I’ve discovered a cause I 
want to subscribe to. It is the 
“liberal-left blethering classes , 
an updated version of the “chattffing 
da^" (Otherwise known as "Isling¬ 
ton man 1 }. but with a whm|«^ 
Scottish dement added. (My Scots 
dictionary says that to blether means 
"to speak indistinctly; to stamm er; to 
talk, nonsense; to prattle or chatter':} 
My main reason for joining is mat it 
is adass that has been singled out for 
- attack by Mr Andrew Neil, former 
Editor of The Sundov Times, now 
Editor-in-Chief of The Scotsman and 
its sister publications. It must there¬ 
fore have a lot to be said for it 

Since taking up his new post Mr 
Neil has wasted no time in faying into 
■some - institutions much cherished 
north of the border, local government, 

- the Labour Party, education authorit¬ 
ies. health spending, the Herald 
(“Glasgow's nationalist-socialist 
broadsheet^, “middle-class leftwing¬ 
ers” in general, and — shock, horror 
— devolution itself: A leader in his 
paper this week began: “To state the 
obvious; devolution is a nightmare. n 
‘ ' This is a bit like The Tunes saying 
“We cannot over-emphasise the ad¬ 
vantages of a . single currency . - 
While The Scotsman goes an to 
explain that its quarrel is with the 
m*rhanf re erf" constitutional change 
rather than its outcome, there must 
have been some-palpitations among 
that papers loyal subscribers. This, 
after all, is an. organ that has 
. worshipped at the altar of devolution 
for the best part of 100 years, which 
traces its enthusiasm for reform back 
to Gladstone's Midlothian cam¬ 
paigns, and has always argued that if 

’ the Scottish people warn more self- 
government, they should have iL If it 
is now fo abandon that position, the 
pre-election temperature in Scotland 
is going to change. Scottish Tories, 
for so long a beleaguered species, 

" have found themselves an unexpect¬ 
ed ally. Labour grinds its teeth. 

' Mr Nefl must be delighted. This is 
1 precisely what he believes newspa¬ 
pers should be doing — making life 
uncom for table. “They should hold 
forthright opinions and express them 
strongly," he wrote in his autobiogra- 
. pby. “Ruining Sunday breakfasts" 
was-the tide erf one of his more un¬ 
compromising chapters. And truth to 
te3L sprue erf the Karshquesticms he is 
tasking peed to be put why is it that 
local councils in Scotland spend 34 
per cent more per head than their 
English counterparts? 'Why should 
Scottish schools have smaller classes 
than England and Wales and stiH 
expect a British government to fund 
them? Why should more be spent on, 
health on Clydeside than Mersey¬ 
side? Who wtiuld be frit by Labour's 
tartan taX? He is not tiie first to pore 
them —- they have long been part of 
the currency erf Scottish politics. But 
they are worth exploring again, and 
with an election approaching, they 
acquire fresh urgency. 


B ut pursuing the answers car¬ 
ries a distinct risk: tiie process 
may wdl .alienate the very 
people whom Mr Neil* newly ac¬ 
quired newspaper represents. The 
Scots do not always respond to these 
tilings in quite tiie way their critics 
expect them to, as MargaretThatcher 
found in the course of her trips north. 
It is one thing to tell foe Scots what is 
good far them. It is quite another to 
expect them to appreciate ft. Mr Nefl 
has one advantage over her. he is a 
Scot He has one disadvantage: he 
believes she did not go far enough. As 
he explains in his book, his own 
political agenda was so radical that ft 
“left the; Tbateherites gasping". I 
suspect Scotland may not quite be 
ready foriL 

Local government is a case in 
point Councils do spend more per 
head on health, education and other 
social services. They do so for reasons 
partly to do with geography and 
social need, but mainly because down 
the years successive ministers have 
encrinaged them. It is a bias of which 
the Scots approve. They have high 
expectations of public spending, and 
when it'fa cuf bade they voice their 
disapproval loudly and openly. By 
far the largest street demonstration 
in Scotland r ecently have beaj 
against schoatcuibads- Logic might 
- suggest that councils should reduce 
fitter spending in line with other 
British bodies, but logic wiD not win 
many votes—or readers. 

Equally, the notion that a Scottish 
-parliament should have tax-raising 
powers may "not be quite as repug- 
■ nant to his countrymen as Mr Neal 
. presumes. Far from seeing it as un¬ 
fair or unworkable, they probably 
iedam that without it, a parliament 
wouw be toothless; and as to the 
.mechanics, They may feel it is up to 
the politicians to make it work. In 
snort, Mr Nefl is working across the 
fjTffln. of Scottish opinion, and much 

as he may fed duty-bound to do so, he 

cannot expect many thanks. 

He also has one logical barrier of 
his to. cross: he has promised 
that The Scotsman will. remain 
admitted to devolution. But if aver 

In? 1 V/ee ^ cs ^ knocks away 
the pfflars that support it, there may 

^JJVnjich of -a structure to 
to his readers when it 
comes to the vote,Tt might be better, 
p™ps, to devote his considerable 

ES?!? sk 5 s to ex P&®ing how it 
^ght be made to work, rather than 

™°nstratirig that it cannot. 

But perhaps I’m just blethering. 


Oasis of calm 


THERE is seme top-level house¬ 
hunting going on in Ireland at the 
moment at the request of the pop 
singer Liam Gallagher and his 
actress moll Patsy Ken sit. The 
couple, who have been having 
trouble keeping their affairs pri¬ 
vate in recent months, have asked 
Lord Andrew Hay of Knjght Frank 
in London and Dominic Daly in 
Cork to find them a place where 
they can flop undisturbed. 

Hay was reluctant to discuss the 
matter, but it is known that 


Gallagher and Kensit are particu¬ 
larly interested in somewhere in 
southwest Ireland, in the remote 
regions of Co Kerry, dose to Cork. 

Last year, they were reported to 
be looking at a flat in Dublin. This 
came to nothing. Generous tax 
breaks, as well as privacy, may be 
playing a part in their dunking. 

Gallagher, for all his macho 
grunting, has an endearing desire 
to find a decent home. Last year, he 
{Killed out of Oasis’s American 
tour, saying he had to look at 


houses with Miss Kensit. Now' in 
the wake erf their disastrous at¬ 
tempt to many in private, the time 
may be right to leave London. They 
would not be short of famous 
company out in Ireland, where the 
likes of David Bowie. Mia Farrow. 
Mick Jagger and Lord Lloyd- 
Webber camp out occasionally. 

Asked if the couple were looking 
for anything in particular. Daly 
said: “Clients like these are looking 
for seclusion." 



More Canadian Air Force than 
Jane Bonds when it comes to exer¬ 
cising. they have invited the farmer 
Yorkshire and England cricketer 
Brian Cose, whose accent makes 
even Geoff Boycott sound like the 
Duke of Edinburgh. They promise 
to drink plenty. 

. Iris all butch stuff, agrees the 
organiser, Malcolm Tyndall Wise¬ 
ly, POrtillo, more aesthete than ath¬ 
lete, will not be attending. 


SI 




Just imagine 





Kensit and Gallagher- known to bepublirity-shy 


THERE may be a reason for those 
increasingly improbable storylines 
on tite BBC’s EastEnders: one of 
the scriptwriters is Nicholas Hicks 
Beach, descendant erf one of Queen 
Victoria's Lord Chancellors, and 
kinsman of tiie Earl St Akhvyn — 
all a long way from the East End. 

Hicks BeadU who is a product of 
Charterhouse and Bristol Univer¬ 
sity, has been a Linchpin erf the 
EastEnders writing team for some 
while now. He was raised in a Re¬ 
gency bouse in Buckinghamshire, 
before his parents retired to the 
splendidly named Cucumber Hall, 
a thatched cottage in Suffolk. 

He is sensitive when his up¬ 
bringing is contrasted with the ur¬ 
ban hell he writes about Speaking 
from Los Angeles, where he is 
working on a film, he says: “Look, 
at the end of the day, it's ail fiction. 


I’ve just scripted a movie about a 
man on Death Row. but I've never 
been there, have 1?" 


• The appointment of Paul Spike, 
the husband qfVogue’5 Editor. Al¬ 
exandra Shulmnn, as. Editor of 
Mohamed A! FayetFs Punch, wfu 


mi 

mm 


9Even fearsome Lennox Lewis, 
WBC world boxing champion, am 
be made to cringe ty his mother. 
“He was a very naughty boy." 
says Violet Blake in an inter- 
new for the Mothers Day edition 
of Omnibus, before remembering 
how she once spanked the young 
boxer in the supermarket. "That 
vms a little embarrassing," con¬ 
fesses Lennox. 


Real men 


Mohamed Al FcyaPs Punch, mil 
came as disappointing news for 
that old tiverspot Auberon 
Waugh. He is said to have been 
rheumify eyeing the job and its 
generous salary for some time. It 
would have compensated for the 
pittance he is paid to edit the ail¬ 
ing Literary Review. Asked wheth¬ 
er Spike would be remunerated 
with the same six-figure wage as 
the previous Editor, Peter MtKsty, 
Stewart Steven, chairman of Al 
Fayed's publishing group, gave an 
adamant “NO". 


“Could you run the iron over 
our white flag, Alicer 


THERE are no doubt* about the 
masculinity of Tory men in Enfield 
Southgate. Michael Portillo's con¬ 
stituency. To raise money for the 
local Conservative Association's 
campaign chest they are planning 
a rollicking “Sportsmen's Dinner”. 


China: fragile 


THREE MONTHS to go before 
the Hong Kong handover, and 
there is no easing off in the verbal 
war between the Governor. Chris 
Patten, and Sir Percy Cradock. the 


former Ambassador to China, tn 
Channel 4's Dispatches tonight 
Cradodc says of Pattern “He has 
been incompetent, and as a result 
of it we are getting less democracy, 
less protection, less rule of tew 
than we would have got "if he 
hadn’t come." 

Patten has no trouhle parrying 
.these haymakers: “rd prefer to re¬ 
main decent and diplomatic," he 

says, “even if s 0 ii» of ihe great he¬ 
roes of our past diplomatic ex- 

changes with China are a little less 

reticent in what they say about die. 
present" 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

*J 1 JK .CJIJ ICT jfr* I Pennington Street London £1 9XN Telephone 0171-7S2 5000 

But cloning does not herald the end of humanity Dr Sacks and the Divisions on EU legislative burden Strug 


In fe age of nmocence ^ preCKied ^ 
splitting of the atom, scientific knowledge 

for S<»d, its pro^ 
tmdouded by the fears and ethical ditomnS 
*at have smce come crowding in. Today so 
thoroughly has the lesson txsn lewntflS 
alm<»t any new discovery provokes as many 
worries as it mspines hopes. Never has this 
ken plainer than m the public reaction to 
th^thsmveiy by Scottish scientists of a 
method for cionmg sheep from adult cells 

pe finding is a remarkable one. Adult 
Ce ^ S w - r ^ su PP ose d to be specialised fo rced 
into a straiq'acket that prevented them from 
wowing into all the organs of the body. The 

«Z? Jr?* 1 ? 163111 wIw produced a lamb 
railed Doily from an empty egg and. a ceil 
from the mammary gland of an adult ewe 
have proved that beUef groundless. In doing 
so they nave created a means of producing 
identical copies of animals that may be 
useful in agriculture, and started a million 
bares running in the well-prepared minds of 
the reading public. Science fiction had been 
replete with stories of clones for decades 
before the technique of producing t he m was 
first dreamt up; that is why, for many, this 
discovery has a special honor. 

The natural assumption is that what will 
work for sheep will also work for man. that, 
at some point, the Roslin technique will be 
used to produce carbon-copy people. Pos¬ 
sibly it will. Certainly people will believe that 
it will, even if in Britain the 1990 Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act makes the 
cloning of human beings from embryos 
illegal. Elsewhere the rich and egocentric 
may indeed attempt to start a dynasty of 
identical descendants, achieving a kind of 
immortality by leaving behind younger 
versions of themselves. They may try to 
delay their deaths by creating clones from 
whom organs could be harvested. 

Identical genes do not of course, mean 
identical people. We are all the product of 
our experience, working on the genetic 
inheritance we were given at the lottery of 
conception. Those who try to produce 
human clones may be disappointed, for 
neither genius nor evil springs fully formed 


from the genes. First, the done will not have 
shared the same uterine environment as the 
original person; so may not even be as dose 
as are identical twins from the same womb. 
While genes provide the raw material for 
human character, it is the way that the 
material is forged which makes the person. 
A. Mozart clone would stand a better chance 
of being a great composer than the average 
person, but would not match Mozart’s 
genius unless he shared exactly the same • 
experiences in life. In any case, the essence of 
genius is originality: a copy could never be 
more than an imitation. 

Most of the more futuristic ideas about 
dotting pose no real dilemma because they 
are morally unacceptable and dearly seen to 
be so. The creation of brain-dead humans 
beings as organ-forms, for example, would 
erode our concept of what it means to be a 
human being, and create a form of genetic 
slavery which no civilised society could 
tolerate. That does not mean there are no 
dangers; but man has long been able to do 
many immoral and dangerous things. 

There are other examples where the 
argument may be mare delicately balanced. 
After foe loss of a treasured baby, there 
might be some sympathy for a couple who 
wanted to replace the child not with another 
one. but with an identical one. Equally, 
mothers are already known to have con¬ 
ceived children in the hope of finding a bane 
marrow match for. an existing child who 
needs it to survive. Qoning wou]d make file 
process certain rather than a lottery. 

"Whatever decisions are reached in cases 
like these, there is no need for moral panic. 
Even if misused, it does not match the 
threats posed by some other technologies. 
Cloning may make us feel uncomfortable, 
but it does not threaten tile future of 
humanity. Even in agriculture, for which it 
was designed,':! may prove less useful than 
its originators believe; all it can do is to copy 
existing excellence, not improve upon it To 
do that involves crossing one good animal 
with another. Improvement comes from 
variation, not uniformity. That is the power 
of sexual reproduction. 


AN INCOMPLETE DEFENCE 

Ministers may be exonerated: their ministry is not 


By the standards of internal government 
inquiries, terms such as “serious flaws" and 
“fundamental feflupes" are little short 'of 
sensational. The' Mottram report" (describes 
how ministers received arid then passed on 
to Members of Parliament information that 
was thoroughly misleading. As a result; 
there were consistent denials that troops 
serving in the Gulf War had significant 
exposure to organophosphate chemicals. In 
fact some units were satu r ated with them. 
Although there is still no established link 
between these substances fold so-called Gulf 
War syndrome, the suspicions held by many 
of those affected are not surprising. 

The affair probably had its roots in poor 
communication between civil servants and 
soldiers in the field. That might have been 
understandable, if not excusable, in conflict 
conditions. But it went for beyond that. The 
signs that proper procedure had not been 
followed were swift in arriving. Within 
months of the Allied victory the Pentagon 
publicly acknowledged to the US Congress 
that American, soldiers had acquired and 
used substantia] quantities of pestiriites 
from Saudi Arabian sources.' 

Despite that, only in 1995 apparently, did 
Ministry of Defence staff receive indications 
that British forces might have done the 
same. That information was not properly 
assessed nor made available tomimsters. By 
1996, those same people knew that inappro¬ 
priate matedalhad defmatety been deployed 
in vast amounts and then still did not frrxng 
the matter to their superiors. All tins 
occurred despite mounting evidence pro¬ 
duced to the contrary by MPs, the media, 
many pressure groups, solicitors for the 
afflicted, and parts of the ministryitself. 


This has been a disgraceful episode. The 
behaviour of the culpable individuals makes 
their continued employment at the MoD 
.quite .impossible. it does not. though, 
constitute a “classic political cover-up" or 
imply that MoD officials were being used as 
“fell guys" in the manner suggested by the 
Shadow Defence Secretary. David Clark. 
Fhrthermore, despite demands to the con¬ 
trary. it would have been unfair and 
unreasonable to name the individuals 
concerned at this stage of proceedings- 

The absence of political conspiracy hardly 
means that the matter can be dismissed as 
poor bureaucratic practice. The failure to 
notify ministers and Parliament, is not all 
that went wrong here. If it was. then the 
salutary sackings that Richard Mottram has 
strongly hinted at would indeed be suf¬ 
ficient The chief concern should be the 
^difference towards, or ineptitude with, the 
evidence that the Armed Forces had en- 
- - countered pesticides. With the, admittedly 
invaluable, benefit of hindsight, Nicholas 
Soames, the Armed Forces Minister, and his 
senior advisers should not have swallowed 
the departmental line. 

Security considerations have largely pro¬ 
tected the Ministry of Defence from radical 
restructuring seen elsewhere in Whitehall 
They have been too long a- shield from 
outside inspection. Procedure, as well as 
personnel, has- been found wanting by the 
Mottram report Confidence in the com¬ 
petence-of, • and connections between, the 
military, -dvfl servants and ministers, has 
been shaken.* A further and . external 
investigation into the operations of the MoD 
should be undertaken before this Govern-. 
ment or the next pronounces itself satisfied. 


SHAVED BULLS 

Where is the honour in facing blunted horns? 


“Bullfighting is the only art’'wrote Heming- 
Jfey in Death in the Afternoon, “in which 
the artist is in danger of death and in which 
the degree of brilliance in the performance is 
left to the fighter’s honour." These stirring 
words are. in truth, quite dated. A sport that 
now matches heavyweight boxing for sheer 
corruption and gimmickry is no longer that 
which moved Hemingway, to his prose. . 

As our Madrid correspondent writes 
today, file killjoys of the Confederacy© de 
Asodackmes Profusion ales Taurinas eff- _ 

ectively the main union for anyone who has 
anything to do with the bullfighting worl d ~ 

have come out on indefinite strike, putting in 

peril the bullfight season which starts next 
week. But why are they striking? Heming¬ 
way, were he still with us, would surety want 
an explanation. . 

Do tite“taurine professionals” want better 

pay? Ti ghter trousers? More tinsel on their 
chest-huggers? A better pension scheme? 
More amorous attention from fihn. ac¬ 
tresses? No, they strike for none , of these 
things. What they want is a series of 
regulations that would, in effect, produce 
safer bulls — beasts with blunted horns -- 
which would make life in the bullring much . 
less difficult for the modem, matador. ._ ... 

Wait a minute, we hear you say. Sagr ■ 
hulls? Is not danger the whole purpose ot the 


exercise? Haw- not we in Britain, while a 
trifle squeamish about the cruelty of this 
sport, always conceded a grudging admira¬ 
tion for these matadors who square up to a 
snorting tonne of foul-tempered beef? Has 
not - Spain’s mad, vain essence not lain 
always in the fiesta national fold the 
dagg^reharp hora of a bull? 

. The sad truth, of course, is that “Heming¬ 
way's Spain” has changed. Bullfighting has 
become a tawdry pantomime. The analogy 
with heavyweight boxing is ape in the 
bullring, as in the boxing ring, only age-old 
form is maintained. All else is hype. Stunts 
prevail over substance, ruses ride higher 
than raw courage Just as heavyweight 
boring is rife with fat men who flail about 
with their large, gloved fists, so too is 
bullfighting awash with poseurs arid fops. - 
As bullfighting standards have dropped, 
so too has the standard of criticism on the 
terraces. Yet as Europe drains Spain of all 
the things that once made it a different — 
and delightful — place, Spaniards are 
flocking to the bullring in ever greater 
numbers. Perhaps they see a simple truth in 
die bullring: by clinging to the bull they 
ding to a Spain which is rapidly vanishing. 
The peseta may one day turn into a “euro” 
tmt a Spfoiish'bull — however blunt - its 
horns—will always be a Spanish bull 


Enlightenment 

From rhe Senior Rabbi of the 
Liberal Jewish Synagogue 

Sir, Many of us admire the eloquence 
and scholarship erf the Chief Rabbi of 
the United Hebrew Congregations, to 
give Dr Jonathan Sacks his correct 
title (he is the religious authority for 
only 40 per cent of synagogue-affili¬ 
ated AngloJewry). However, we are 
less impressed fay his vacillating and 
maladroit handling of such issues as 
the role of women in Orthodox syna¬ 
gogues, or by his participation in 
memorial tributes to the late Rabbi 
Hugo Gryn (report. February 21). 

In particular, we take issue with Dr 
Sacks's thesis ^Tradition and the poli¬ 
tics of Babel", February 22). ringingly 
endorsed in your leading article of the 
same day. of giving only two cheers 
for the Enlightenment and of wanting 
to stiffen itsachievements with an old- 
fashioned dose of the vision that once 
guided us and “that we loosely call the 
Judaeo-Christian tradition". 

. It is now fashionable among neo¬ 
conservative thinkers Hke Dr Sacks to 
question the benefits of the Enlighten¬ 
ment; too much individual liberty 
leading to the breakdown of morality, 
die erosion of fanuty virtues, respect 
for religious tradition etc. How much 
better in the past, when the Bible and 
that Judaeo-Christian tradition 
"taught us moral habits" and "gave us 
a framework ot virtue". 

. Perhaps so, but the Judaeo-Chris¬ 
tian tradition was hardly an all-em¬ 
bracing value system. Its ideal form of 
government was a theocracy. Princi¬ 
ples we take for granted, like democ¬ 
racy, freedom of belief, equality of the 
sexes, or racial tolerance, are a result 
of the Enlightenment, not the Judaeo- 
Christian tradition. The very fact that 
Jews were permitted to come out of the 
ghetto, receive a secular education, 
pursue careers of our own choosing, 
and have the right to vote would not 
have happened without the Enlight¬ 
enment. 

All orthodoxies find it difficult to ac¬ 
cept heterodoxy. as Dr Sacks's contin¬ 
uing inability to reach an accommo¬ 
dation with non-OrthodcK Judaism 
based on mutual respect and recogni¬ 
tion of pluralism testifies. So it is not 
surprising that he should hark hack, to 
that pre-Enfightenmem golden age of 
religious order and uniformity. But ] 
find it a cause for concern in our open, 
multicultural, multiracial society 
when a leading newspaper applauds 
wholeheartedly such an essentially re¬ 
actionary prescription for moral reju¬ 
venation. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID J: GOLDBERG. 

Senior Rabbi, 

The liberal Jewish Synagogue, 

28 St John's Wood Road. NWS. 
February 24. 


Beatrix Potter 

From Mr G, W. D. Findley 

Sir, Following your recent account of 
Beatrix Potter’s long-delayed recogni¬ 
tion as a skilled and serious naturalist 
and scientist (report, February 11). I 
thought your readers might be in¬ 
terested to know that her stalls as a 
scientific illustrator were recognised 
and published by my father, the late 
W. P. K. (Philip) Findlay, some 30 
years ago. 

Inspired by Margaret Lane's ac¬ 
count of bow Beatrix Potter hoped her 
illustrations would one day be used by 
an expert ray father (himself a one¬ 
time president of the British Mycdo- 
gical Society) used 59 of her charming 
but nonetheless accurate paintings in 
his bode on Fungi in the Wames Way- 
side and Woodland series, published 
in 1967. 

In the book he recounts his plea¬ 
sure, which 1 recall myself, of untying 
the tapes of Porter’s hand-made folios 
in the Annin Museum in Ambleside 
■ to discover the real skill and complete 
accuracy of her paintings. He refers 
also to the scientific paper she present¬ 
ed to the Linnean Society In 1S97. 

It is thus particularly pleasing and 
timely that the Linnean Society should 
now be commemorating her work. 

Yours sincerely, 

GEOFFREY FINDLAY, 

Hope Cottage, Crowned Lane. 
Rarnsbury, Marlborough, Wiltshire. 
February 19. 


Dickens statue 

From Mr Alan Wren 

Sir, Surely Dickens’s wfU (report, Feb¬ 
ruary 1& fetters, February 25.26) was 
relevant and binding only on his exec¬ 
utors, family and other beneficiaries. 
If none of these erect or condone any 
"monument, memorial or testimonial 
whatever", his wishes will have been 
fulfilled- - 

A bust of Dickens, tucked away in 
Waterhouse Square, part of the old 
Prudential building in High Holbom. 
records that he lived and worked dose 
by. 

Portsmouth now wishes to pay a 
compliment to one of its most illustri¬ 
ous sons. The vision and values 
should be appreciated and the con¬ 
science clear. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN WREN. 

39 Wilfowdene Close, 

New Milton. Hampshire. 

February 26- 


Letters to life Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
maybe Sent to a fax number— 
0171-782 5046. 


From Mr Christopher Booker 

Sir. In his article erf February 24, “Can 
we win bade our democracy?". Lord 
Rees-Mogg rightly points out that one 
af the key factors currently under¬ 
mining the rule of Parliament is the 
huge amount of legislation which now 
passes into British law by way of stat¬ 
utory instruments implementing laws 
from Brussels. As he suggests, many 
of these have an impact on our nation¬ 
al life that would once have required a 
full Ad of Parliament. 

But Lord Rees-Mogg seriously un¬ 
derstates the scale on which these bur¬ 
eaucratic decrees are now emerging 
from the Whitehall machine. He dies 
a recent parliamentary answer which 
stated that, since 1992. between 134 
and 23o statutory instruments a year 
have been required to transpose Brus¬ 
sels directives. These figures were 
taken from Buderwonh’s EC Legisla¬ 
tive Implementator, the staff of which 
freely admit they may not have spot¬ 
ted dhem all. 

Only a proportion of Brussels direc¬ 
tives are put into law under the Euro¬ 
pean Communities Act 1972: many 
more are transposed under other en¬ 
abling Acts, such as the Environment¬ 
al Protection Act 1990 and the Food 
Safety Act 1990. 

Even more significantly, the Buner- 
worth’s list only includes directives 
and decisions. It does not indude EU 
regulations at all. although these now 
constitute by far the largest element in 
EU lawmaking, accounting for well 
over 1,000 pieces of new legislation a 
year, some of which have devastating 
effects on entire British industries. 

At a time when the average number 
of statutes passed annually'by Parlia¬ 
ment has been declining, the number 
of statutory instruments issued by 
Whitehall has in recent years soared 
to record levels, averaging well over 
3,000 annually since 1992. Easily the 
greatest factor in the growth of this 
rule by bureaucracy has been the need 
to implement EU legislation- 

bard Rees-Mogg is right to suggest 


Job security 

From Mr David Smith 

Sir, Dr John Philpon (letter. February 
21) challenges the assertions of your 
earlier leading article f*01d party 
card", February 11) on the subject of 
job insecurity. All the points he raised 
were covered in my Social Market 
Foundation paper, which you died. 

The insecurity lobby has an obses¬ 
sion with employment rights, when 
true job security has very little to do 
with them. Even so. the number of 
full-time workers with employment 
rights, unaffected by any changes in 
legislation, has been rising during the 
1990s, from TO per cent in 1990 to 74 
per cent in 1995. .The number of part- 
timers covered, where there has been 
legislative change, has increased from 
30 per cent to S7 per cent. 

Average job tenure, as you correctly 
stated, has fallen only marginally in 
the post 20 years. The fact that, within 
this, tenure has fallen for men but 
risen for women does not only reflect 
the greater availability of maternity 
rights (itself an indication that Britain 
does not have an unregulated labour 
market) but also greater equality of 


Animal traps 

From the Director General 
oftheRSPC 4 

Sir, It was ironic and perhaps highly 
appropriate that the day you publish¬ 
ed a letter from the Canadian High 
Commission (February 24) extolling 
die “merits" of the Agreement on Hu¬ 
mane Trapping Standards, the EU 
foreign ministers agreed in Brussels 
that the agreement was unsatisfactory 
and asked the Commission to reopen 
negotiations with Canada to strength¬ 
en it. 

In doing so, they not only agreed 
with European animal welfare organ¬ 
isations but also backed the EU envir¬ 
onment ministers, who vetoed the 
agreement two months ago. 

The RSPCA agrees that a multilat¬ 
eral approach could increase global 
welfare standards. However, if this 
approach lowers the high welfare 
standards that the EU already enjoys, 
it can only be seen as a retrograde 
step. 

This trapping agreement falls into 


Lost legend 

From Mr C. M. Tubb 

Sir. In defence of Michael Faraday, al¬ 
leged to hold "incredible opinions of 
the unscientific world" (leading arti¬ 
cle, "Raiders of the lost legends”, Feb¬ 
ruary 20), it can be asserted that the 
small group known as Sandemanians 
were, u judged by Faraday's own ser¬ 
mons. within the main traditions of 
Christian orthodoxy. The expulsion of 
Robert Sandeman (1718-71) from the 
Established Church in Dundee re¬ 
lated in part to his literal interpreta¬ 
tion of the Bible. 

Faraday described himself not as a 
chemist but as a philosopher. Like nu¬ 
merous distinguished scientists, in¬ 
cluding Kelvin and Maxwell, his reli¬ 
gion provided powerful motivation. 
Any implication that his religion was 
a peculiar romantic deviation from 
his scientific work is misleading. 

Yours faithfully, 

MERVYN TUBB, 
la Shipton Court 
Shipmn under Wydiwood. 
Oxfordshire. 


that this represents a major erosion of 
democracy; but the true situation is 
even worse than he fears. 

Yours faithfully. 

CHRISTOPHER BOOKER. 

The Old Rectory. Litton. Bath. 
February 24. 

From Mr Ronald Parian 

Sir, h scans to me disingenuous of 
Lord Rees-Mogg to inveigh against 
the flood of European Community 
directives of recent years without 
mention of their purpose or considera¬ 
tion of how that very desirable pur¬ 
pose could be brought about in a rea¬ 
sonably businesslike way by more 
democratic processes. 

The purpose, as 1 am sure Rees- 
Mogg well knows, is ro replace literal¬ 
ly thousands of separate national 
trade regulations (each a barrier to 
trade) wtth common EU regulations 
enabling ail traders within the com¬ 
mon marker ro compere on a level 
playing field. 

It seems to me, as a one-time civil 
servant, that such a process inevitably 
involves the collection by officers of in¬ 
formation about national regulations, 
the distillation from them of a single 
set of regulations likely to be accept¬ 
able to all the participating nations, 
and the approval of that set by minis¬ 
ters democratically appointed by 
those nations. 

The mind boggles at the thought of 
presenting such sets of regulations for 
approval by all the national parlia¬ 
ments and reconciling all file contrary 
views which might be expressed. The 
argument could go on endlessly and 
there would be plenty of vested inter¬ 
ests concerned to see that it did. 

There are some jobs for which even 
the attenuated democracy of elected 
parliaments is not well suited. 

Yours sincerely, 

RONALD PARKIN. 

Chiltern House, Lower Assendon. 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire. 
February 24. 


job opportunity — better-paying jobs 
tend to have longer tenure — between 
men and women. Average tenure has 
risen in the past few years, from 
around 4h years in the spring of 1990, 
before tiie recession, to Sh years now. 
It has increased for both sexes in the 
1990s. 

Statistics aside, the real pram is 
that, as long as the myth of general¬ 
ised job insecurity is peddled, it will be 
much more difficult for governments 
to frame policies which help the gen¬ 
uinely disadvantaged. 

Despite his protestations to the 
contrary (letter. February 21), Mr 
Peter Ham’s suggestion of new job se¬ 
curity arrangements for the public 
sector does indeed begin with the 
myth of “a revolving-door economy 
where people are in and out of jobs 
and cannot plan for the future" and 
suggests a scheme to cover the whole 
of the public sector. Labour needs bet¬ 
ter ideas than this. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID SMITH 
(Economics Editor, 

The Sunday Times), 
l Pennington Street, El. 

February 21. 


the latter category, as it would allow 
the import of furs from wild animals 
caught in certain types of leghold 
traps, even though the use of'such 
traps has been banned in the EU since 
1995 and in the UK since 1958. 

The implications of this issue go 
wider than improving the welfare of 
far-bearing animals. It underlines the 
uneasy relationship between interna¬ 
tional trade rules and raising animal 
welfare standards. This has already 
caused the EU to weaken its four- 
year-old legislation designed to prohi¬ 
bit the use of animals in cosmetics 
tests, and there are other pieces of leg¬ 
islation under threat. 

The EU has high welfare stan¬ 
dards. The decision of the foreign 
ministers reflects their desire to main¬ 
tain them. 

Yours sincerely, 

PETER DAVIES. 

Director General, 

Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, 

Causeway. Horsham. West Sussex. 
February 25. 


Cambridge dance 

From Mrs Olive M. Richards 

Sir, 1 was fascinated to learn from Mr 
Steven Wooding’s letter (February 14) 
of the flourishing dance scene at Cam¬ 
bridge University. 

In 19221 and another final-year stu¬ 
dent from Mme Vandyck*s Dance 
Academy (Finchley Road, London) 
were sent up to Cambridge for the 
summer term to teach ballroom dan¬ 
cing for the May balls. 

We lived in a studio above the Pem 
Cafe, opposite Pembroke College. We 
only gave private lessons and were 
kept extremely busy. It was a wonder¬ 
ful time; champagne suppers on the 
river and erf course we were invited ip 
every ball. 

Yours sincerely. 

OLIVE M. RICHARDS. 

Bicknor Cottage, Southwood Lane. 
Cheltenham. Gloucestershire. 
February 24. 


Business letters, page 29 


Struggle to fund 
museum awards 

From the Chairman of the Museum 
of the Year Award Committee 

Sir, None was more pleased than 1 at 
the news (reports, February 21) that 29 
museums and galleries are due to 
share some €137 million from the 
Heritage Lonery Fund. As the founder 
of the Museum of the Year Award 
(Moyaj 25 years ago. and a member of 
the judging committee ever since, I 
have visited most of these museums 
and know the fine work that is going 
on at them in attracting and sustain¬ 
ing public interest in the artistic and 
scientific heritage of the United King¬ 
dom. 

However, just as this bonanza is an¬ 
nounced. we find ourselves struggling 
to find a sponsor to ensure the future 
of Moya for the next five-year period. 
Each year the judges visit around 40 
museums which" have completed 
some new' gallery or project that en¬ 
hances the education and pleasure of 
the visiting public. 

Our aim is to encourage and advise 
(when asked) but abovfe all to broad¬ 
cast the good work that is being done 
in our museums and encourage other 
museums ro go one better. Attendance 
almost always doubles at a museum 
in the year after a Moya award, which 
gives it an incentive and provides it 
with benchmarks of excellence in 
scholarship, presentation and design. 

We want to put the scheme on a se¬ 
cure permanent funding pattern for 
the future. We seem to be very success¬ 
ful at raising museum standards, but 
less successful at raising money in 
these lortety-obsessed days. 

Yours faithfallv, 

JOHN LETTS. 

Chairman, Museum of the Year 
Award Committee, 

9a North Street. SW4. 

February 25. 


Wreck of a slaver 

From Dr Laurie Croft 

Sir. Your report (February 24) of the 
discovery' of a mass grave of ship¬ 
wrecked slaves at Rapparee Cove, 
Ilfracombe, did not mention a mare 
observable relic of rhe wreck of the 
London. I refer to the peculiar yellow 
pebbles that are abundant on the Rap¬ 
paree beach but are not found else¬ 
where on the coast. 

The naturalist Philip Henry Gosse 
(ISI0-SS) was the first to draw atten¬ 
tion to this remarkable feature in his 
■ book. A Naturalist's Rambles on the 
Devonshire Coast, published in 1853. 
He concluded that this “curious testi¬ 
mony of the shipwreck" was in fact 
ballast from the ship, and that it 
would “probably endure long after the 
event itself is lost in oblivion". 

Yours sincerely. 

LAURIE CROFT. 

11 Ambleway. Walton-Le-Dale, 
Preston. Lancashire. 

February 24. 

From Mr Alan R. V. Anderson 

Sir, Is it not likely that the reason the 
captain of die London declined to 
dodt in Ilfracombe harbour with his 
60 captured French black slaves was 
the 1772 decision, given by Lord 
Mansfield in the name of the entire 
Court of King’s Bench, that as soon as 
a slave set his foot on the soil of the 
“British Islands" he became free. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. R. V. ANDERSON 
(Notary public and solicitor). 

Cotes de Rozel. 

Rozel, Jersey. CL 
February 25. 


Birthday mission 

From Mr Kenneth NichoUs 

Sir, 1 was amused to read Mr Kenneth 
Adams’s letter (February 19) about the 
exploits of Bunny Rymills (obituary. 
February 13) flying over Germany on 
his 21st birthday. 

Bunny's beer bottles were not reck¬ 
lessly cast away: it was well known to 
bomber crews that empty ones hur¬ 
tling down from a great height would 
produce a whistling sound similar to 
that of a bomb thus, hopefully, adding 
to the alarm and despondency on the 
ground. 

It was not unusual for crews to for¬ 
go the tuppences — or whatever — for 
the return of the beer bottles and in¬ 
dude a few for an operational sortie, 
first carefully ensuring that they were 
empty, of course. 

On the Wellington bombers in 
which 1 flew- the bonles were dropped 
from the flare chute over the target 
area but with little attempt at aim. 

Yours faithfully. 

K. S. NJCHOLLS. 

6 Seaview Court. 

43-45 Marine Parade East, 
Lee-on-the-SoIent, Hampshire, 


Bang to rights 

From Mr Graham Bird 

Sir. Earlier this week I bought some 
prepacked pork sausages whose 
wrapper bears the confident claim 
“Minimum 100 per cent meat". 

Given that even the most advanced 
food processing machinery is not per¬ 
fect. can 1 reasonably assume that 
some sausages which come off the 
production line wilf exceed this miser¬ 
ly figure? 

Yours faithfalty, 

GRAHAM BIRD, 

44 RavCTismede Way. W4. 

February 20. 
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The night sky in March 


By Michael J. Hendrie. astronomy correspondent 


COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February 26: The Rt Hon Anthony 
Blair, MP. (Leader of die Opposition) 
this rooming called oo The President 
of the Stale of brad at Buckingham 
Palace. 

The Ri Han Faddy Ashdown, MP. 
(Leader of the Liberal Democratic 
Party) afterwards called on His 
Excellency. 

The President of the State of Israel 
later visited the Bank of England, 
was received by the Governor (Mr 
Edward Georg^ and bad talks with 
bankers aod financiers. 

The President afterwards visited 
N.M. Rothschild and Sons Limited, 
was received by the Chairman (Sir 
Evelyn dc Rothschild) and had fur¬ 
ther talks with bankers and financiers. 

The President of the Stair of Israel 
visited No 10 Downing Street for 
talks with the Prime Ministar. 

Afterwards, The President and 
Mrs Weianan were entertained to 
Luncheon by the Prime Minister on 
behalf of Her Majefly's Govemment 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh, with The President of the 
State of Israel and Mrs Return 
Weizman. this afternoon visited 
Great Cumberland Place. London 
Wl, and were received by the Chair¬ 
man of (he Executive Committee of 
the Wallenberg Appeal and of the 
International Created of Christians 
and Jews (Sir Sigmund Sternberg] 
and the Lord Mayor of Westminster 
(Councillor Robert Davis). 

Her Majesty unveiled the Raoul 
Wallenberg Monument, and after¬ 
wards attended & Reception in the 
Marble Arch Synagogue. 

Later The President of the Stare of 
Israel and Mrs Reuma Wehman 
drove to the Sc James Cburr Hotel, 
where His Excellency held a Press 
Conference. 

The President and Mrs Weizman 
afterwards attended a Service of 
Welcome at the Spanish and Portu¬ 
guese Jews' Congregation. Bevis 
Marks. London EC3, and. having 
been received by the Spiritual Head 
(Rabbi Dr Abraham Levy) and the Rt 
Hon the Lord Mayor (Alderman 
Roger Cork), a Sermon was given by 
the Chief Rabbi and The President 
addressed the Congregation. 

The President of die Stare of Israel 
and Mrs Reuma Weizman this 
evening received an Address of 
Welcome at a Court of Common 
CouncB and afterwards were enter¬ 
tained at a Banquet by the Rt Hon the 
Loti Mayor and Corporation of 
London at GuiklhalL 

The Duke and Dudiess of Glouces¬ 
ter were present. 

Mrs Reuma Weizman this room¬ 
ing visited the Diamond Centre for 
Handicapped Riders. CarshaJtuo. 
Surrey, and was received by (he 
Chairman (Mr Howard Horn). 

The Secretary-General of the Uni¬ 
ted Nations and Mra Annan were 
received by The Queen this morning. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Michael 
Walker was received by Her Majesty 
upon assuming his appointment as 
Commanderin-Chief Headquarters 
Land Command. 

Lady Fraser was received by The 
Quern when Her Majesty invested 
her with the Insignia o( a Lady of the 
Mast Ancient and Mast Noble Order 
of the Thistle. 

The following were received in 
audience by The Queen and kissed 
hands upon their appointment as 
Her Majesty's Ambassadors: Mr 
Mark Dickinson (the Aimer Yugo¬ 
slav Republic of Macedonia) and Dr 
John Mitchiner (the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina). 

Mrs Dickinson and Mrs Mitchiner 
were also received by The Queen. 

Mr Michael Cook was received in 
audience by Her Majesty upon his 
appointment as British High Com¬ 
missioner ro the Republic of Uganda. 

Mrs Cook was also received by The 
Queen. 


The Duke of Edinburgh. President 
Emeritus, World Wide Fund for 
Nature - WWF International, Oils 
morning attended a Press Conference 
at Sr James* Palace for the World 
Wide Fund for Nature's Forests for 
Life Campaign. 

His Royal Highness, Pres ideal 
Emeritus, World Wide Fund for 
Ninure - WWF International, this 
evening attended a Reception and 
Dinner at St James* Palace. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February 2b: The Duke of York this 
evening attended a Dinner given by 
Sports Aiding Medical Research nr 
Kids at the GLadstooc Library. White¬ 
hall Place, London SWJ. 

February 26: The Princess Royal. 
Patron, this morning received Mr 
Timothy Beliefs upon relinquishing 
his appointment as Director, British 
Executive Services Overseas, and 
Mrs Gael Ramsay upon assuming 
the appointment. 

Her Royal Highness, President. 
The Princess Royal Trust for Carers, 
later launched Camden Carers Centre 
Information Pack at Camden Town 
Hall, Bidborough Street, London WCI. 

The Princess Royal this afternoon 
attended the BOCM Pauls Limited 
Agricultural College Pig Herd 
Awards Luncheon at the Dorchester 
HoteL London Wl. 

Her Royal Highness. President. 
British Knitting and Clothing Export 
Council, afterwards attended the 
London Fashion Week at the Natural 
History Museum. Cromwell Road. 
London SW7. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
February 2b: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother. Honorary Cotond. 
The Royal Yeomanry, this morning 
visited the Regiment at Cavalry 
House. Duke of York* Head¬ 
quarters. Chelsea. 

Mrs Michael Gordon-Lennox. Sir 
Ahuraair A/rd and Major Charles 
MacEwan were in attendance. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
February 26: The Prince of Wales this 
evening arrrived in Dhaka and was 
reoeived hy the British High Commis¬ 
sioner to the Bsoplrt Republic of 
Bangladesh (His ExoeUaicy Mr 
David Walker). 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
February 2fc The Princess Margaret. 
Countess of Snowdon. Patron, The 
Clarence House Restoration Trust, 
was present this evening at a Dinner 
held at the Estate House, Jumby Bay 
Chib. Antigua, in aid of the restora¬ 
tion of Government House and 
Clarence House. 

The Lady Glcnamner was in 
attendance. 

February 26: The Duke of Gloucester 
today received Dr Michael Webb an 
his appointment as Director-General . 
St John Ambulance. 


Service dinners 

Headquarters Logistics 

r mw i M iut 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael 
Gtuydon, Chief of tbe Air Staff, and 
Lady Graydon were the guests of 
honour at a dinner hdd last night at 
RAF Wyton to mark their farewell 
visit ro Headquaners Logistics Com¬ 
mand. Air Chief Marshal Sir John 
Allison was tbe principa l host and 
Wing Commander P.D.G. Millay 
prea d ed. 

Manchester and Salford 
Universities Air Squadron 
Air Vice-Marshal C.C.C Covifle, 
Assistant Chief of Defence Staff, 
RAF, was the guest of honour at 
die annual dinner of die 
Manchester and Salford Uruver- 
sities Air Squadron held last night 
at RAF Woodvale. Squadron Lead¬ 
er N. May, Commanding Officer, 
presided. 


MERCURY is at superior cor junc¬ 
tion on the 11th and then stoves 
into the evening sky setting almost 
two hours after the Sun bjr the 3 Ul 
T his will be the best evening 
apparition of the year. Mercury at 
05 magnitude should be easily 
visible in the western sky in 

evening twilight during the last 

week of March. 

Venus is a morning star but is 
too dose to the Sun for observa¬ 
tion. It will reach superior conjunc¬ 
tion on April 2 and then becomr an 
evening star but is poorly placed 
until laie October. 

Mars is at opposition on the I7th 
when it will be due south at 
midnight, being above the horizon 
most of the night. Reaching -1.0 
magnitude it will be easily identi¬ 
fiable by its brightness and red¬ 
dish odour. Its westerly or 
retrograde motion against the 
stars carries it foam Virgo back 
into Leo late in die month. Moon 
nearby on the 23rd. 

Jupiter is in Capricomus and 
-2.0 magnitude, rising by 04b in 
late March when it wo! be visible 
low in die southeastern dawn sky. 
Moon nearby on the 6th. 

Saturn is 0.9 magnitude and 
may be visible low in the western 
sky in twilight during the first days 
of March. It reaches conjunction 
with the Sun on the 30th and will 
then become: a morning star. Very 
thin crescent Moon dose by on the 
10th. 

Uranus is SJ magnitude and in 
Capricomus rising by 04h hie in 
the month. Although just visible to 
a keen eye in a very dark sky, (be 
planet really needs optical aid. It is 
readily seen in binoculars but as it 
appears starlike, identification re¬ 
quires a chart showing fainter 
stars than an our monthly charts. 

Neptune is 8.0 magnitude and in 
Sagittarius, rising 30 minutes be¬ 
fore Uranus. While viable in 
binoculars, identification is more 
of a problem than for Uranus as 
there are many fainter stars to 
e limin ate. A telescope of at least 
75mm aperture and a magnifica¬ 
tion of 100 or more is needed to 
show dearly these two outer 
planets’ tiny discs. 

The Moon: Last quarter. 2d JOh; 
new Moon, 9d Olh; first quarter. 
16d OOh; foil Moon. 24d C6h and 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as senior 
trustee, will attend a meeti n g of foe 
Trustees of the National Maritime 
Museum. Greenwich, ar IOjOO. 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 
MO visit the national headquarters of 
the British Red Cross Society at 
9 Grosvemr Crescent. SW1. at 
noon. 

Prince Edward, as Patron of the 
London Mozart Players, will open the 
Nestte exhibition at St George’s 
House, Croydon, at 630; and will 
attend a concert given by the Players 
for the residents of Woodaue Grove 
House; Couhdon. at 7.45. 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of the 
National Association of CWrens Ad¬ 
vice Bureaux, will visit the City 
bureau during its 30th anniversary 
and open new premises at 32 Lud g a te 
Hill, EC4. at 11.00: she will visit the 
British Him Commission at 70 Baker 
Street. Wl. at 12.15; and. as Honorary 
Cotaod of foe Univmity of London 
Officers Training Corps, will attend 
the unit annual dinner at Yeomamy 
House. WCI. at 7.45. 

The Duke of Kent wifi attend a 
concert given by the International 
Music Seminars Prussia Cove at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall at 7.451 


last quarter. 3W 20b. The Moon 
will be very dose to Atdebanm at 

dusk on the Wth. 

Sunset on the bt is at I7h 35m 
and oo the 31st at ISh 35m while 
sunrise is at 06h 50m and Q5h 35m 
on the same dates. Astronomical 
twilight ends ar I9h 30m and 20h 
30m early and late in die month 
and begins again at 04h 55m and 
OSi-IOm. 

The Earth: The spring equinox, 
when the Sun crosses the equator 
from south to north, is onZOdMh. 

There will be a total edipse of the 
Son on die 8th*9th visible from 
pans of eastern Asia but not the 
British Isles. There will be a partial 
eclipse of the Moon on the night of 
23rd-24th visible from the British 
Isles. The Moon enters the Earth’S 
darker umbral shadow just before 
Q3h, with mid-eclipse at 04h 40ro 
when a large part of the Moon will 
be darkened. The Moot leaves the 
umbra at 06h 21m. In the British 
Isles dawn will begin soon after 
raid-eclipse. 

Comet Hafe-Bopp has bright¬ 
ened during F e br uary and was 
about as bright as Deneb in 
Cygnus (L3 mag) in nnd-atonth. 
By the 9th it will be above the 
horizon afi night from all parts of 
the British Isles. Irwin be visible in 
the northwestern evening sky at 
dusk, moving along the northern 
horizon during the middle part of 
the night to dimb again into, the 
northeastern sky towards dawn. It 
will be better seen in the morning 
sky before the end of March and 
then in April the evening will be 
more favourable. It can be best 
seen about the time of the end of 
(evening) and beginning of (roam¬ 
ing astronomical twilight. These 
times are given above for the 1st 
and 31st from which intermediate 
dates can be estimated. 

Comet HaJe-Bopp has been an 
easy naked eye object during 
February. In binoculars die bright 
parabolic head with its golden 
centre, or “condensation." merges 
with tbe tail which is bright for a 
degree or soand then much fainter 
id 4-5 d e gree s, some reports from 
very dark sites report 10 degrees. 
Tbe whole comet looks rather Bee 
a finger, pointing downwards, 
with foe naO much the brightest 
part 


Co r p orat ion of London 
To mark tbe visit by the President of 
Israel arid Mrs Raima Weizman to 
the City of London yesterday', the 
Lord Mayor and the Corporation of 
London presented an Address of 
Welcome and afterwards a dinner 
was held in GufldhaD ar which foe 
Duke and Dudiess of Gloucester 
were present. Tbe Lord Mayor, 
accompanied by the Sheriffs and 
their ladies, received the guests. 




Comet HaJe-Bopp should con¬ 
tinue to brighten through March, 
being closest to the Earth (197 
million km] on the 22nd and closest 

io the Sun (137 million kip) on April 

1st We expect it to become as 
bright as Vega (0.1 mag.), possibly 


Dinners 



Memorial 

service 

- Eari Sondes . „ _ . 

A memorial service for Earl 
Snides was held on Tuesday-at Si 
Michael’s, Chester Square. The 
Rev Charley Mamhsm and me 
Rev John Mason of St James'S, 
Shddwidt, Kent, officiated 
Princess Olga Romanoff, cousin, 
read tbe lesson and Miss Jtan 
Rivera nsad My Two Wishes by the 
Dowager Countess’ Sondes. 

Mr Axd Aylwen gave, an ad- 
dress and Mr Jodis Holland 
played a musical tribute. Among 
Otters present were: " 

TtteDowwwrCoimtesScraOeiWWW). 

mew. Sir JamroCWWV 


even brighter- Comets passing 
very near the Sun usually develop 
the strongest tails. Hak-Bopp win 
never be very dose but the expeda- 
tion is that the tail will become 
larger and brighter over the next 
few Weeks. • ' ' 


Aldermen. Common CmincDmenand 
Officers or the Corporation of London 
■nd their escorts. 

Coningsby Qnb 

Mrs Virginia Bottomfey. Secretary of 
State for National Heritage; was tbe 
guest of honour and speaker at a 
dinner given by the officers and 
committee of the Caningshy Chib last 
night at the Carton ’ dub. Mr 
Anthony Parsons, chairman, pre¬ 
sided. 

Foundation for Science ■ 
and Technology 

Lord Buttowortfr.. Chairman of tbe 
Cornual of tbe foundation far Science 
and Technology, presided at a lecture 
" and dinner discussion hdd last night 
at the Royal Sori«y. Sir Crispin 
TickdL Dr Robin Jeffrey and Mr 
Roger Rainbow were tbe speakers. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Henry Wadsworth Long¬ 
fellow. poet, ftstiaod,.Maine, MOT; 
John Steinbeck, novelist. Safinas. 
California. 1902. 

DEATHS: John Evelyn, diarist. Wot- 
mn. Surrey. 1706; Ivan Pavlov, 
physiologist, Leningrad. (St Peters¬ 
burg]. t93& Sir Robert'' Bruce 
Lockhart, diplomat and writer. Hove. 
Sussex, vm. 



Lady Durlacher . 

A commemorative 'Service . for 
Riroma Durlacher will be held on 
March 8,1997. at 4.45pm, being the' 
fortieth day after her death. The 
service will be held arthe Russian 
Orthodox Cathedral, Ennismore 
Gardens. London SW7. - ■ 

Professor Wilfrid 
Dowdeswdl 

A service of thanksgiving for 
Bunny Dowdeswdl will be bdd in. 
Bath Abbey at noon on Tuesday, 
April 8.1997. 

School news : 

Reptoa Pre parat ory School. 
Derbyshire 

Rep ton Preparatory School 
commemorates the 50th Anrnver- 
saiy of its move to Fbremarte Hall' 
this year. Old boys and girls, and 
fanner staff, are warmly invited to 
attend one of three reunions next 
term, for further information 
please contact 01283 701704. 


Atlantic Counril; 

Mr Alan Lee WBfiains, Director of 
foe Atlantic Council of the United 
Kingdom, was a speaker at an' 
Atlantic forum Briefing hdd last- 
.night at 8a - Lower. Grosveaor Place. 
Sir Michael Knighralso spoke. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr J.S. Benn 

utfMfasVAEB* _, 

The engagement is announwd 
between ^Sebastian. son of Mr 
Nigel Benn and kie Mre 
Jennifer Benn, of C**®*?*”^ 
pevt^ and Victor®. 

! Mr Robert Ellis, of 
Yorkshire- and Mrs Pamela Booth, 
of Sidmoudi, Devon. 

Mr A.G. Houston 

■ between Afasdair. only ofM* 
and Mrs A Houston, of Grema 
Green, and Lucy.eW^tdoughtw 
of Mr and Mrs M Gregory, of 
Appin. Argyll- 

Mr S.GJ5. Jokes 
and Miss D. Neemah 
■foe engagement is onM* 
between Simon, son of Mrand 
Mis Michael Jukes, ,° r j T “T^ 
Ewell. Kent, and Debbie, daughter 
of Dr and Mrs J- Neemaft. of 
Montreal. Canada. 

Birthdays today 

Mr Paddy Asbdown. MP. leaderjrf 
the Liberal Democrats, 56; Loro 
Bdhaveo and Stenim. 7ft Mr David 
Vert: BendalL former diplomat. 77: 
Sir Michael Butler, former Pro- 
Provost and chairman of council. 
Royal College of Art. 70: Mr Stephen 
Curtis, former chief executive. DvLA. 
49; Sir Peter Emery. MP. 71; Viscount 

' Head, 60: Mr MervynJotes. author. 
75: Mr Michael Kaye, former direc¬ 
tor. Giy of London Festival. 72: Mra 
Barbara Kelly, former chairman. 
Scottish Consumer Council, 57: Sir 
Hugh Leggart, art dealer, 72: Mr 
Edward Lucie-Smith. poet and art 
critic. 64; Mr Ian McGarry, general 
secretaiy. British Actors’ Equity 
Association. 56; Professor Sir Dtmald 
MacKsy. chairman. Scottish Enter- 
prbe. 60: Or Frederick Madden, 
imperial constitutional historian. 80; 
Mr Geoffrey Maitland Smith, former 
chairman. Sears. 64: Mr Ralph 
Nader, consumer, protection pioneer. 
63: Rabbi Julia Neuberger. 47; Mr 
Alberto Remedies, opera and concert 
singer. 62; Mr Gene Sanraen. former 
goiter. 95: Professor Roger Scruton. 
philosopher. S3s Mr M-M. Shearer, 
former Lord-Lieu tenant of Shetland, 
73; Dame-Antoinette Sibley, prima 
ballerina. 58; Sir John SkeneL FRS, 
director. National Institute for Medi- 

■ col Research, 56: Sir Andrew Sloan. 

. former Chief Constable. Stratbdyde. 

66: Mr Timothy SpalL actor. 4ft Miss 
Elizabeth Taylor, actress. 65; Air 
Marshal Sir Sandy Wilson. 56; Lord 
Young of GraHham, 65. 

Luncheon 

Prime Minister 

Hus Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Major were the hosts at a luncheon 
held yesterday at 10 Downing 
Street in honour of the President of 
Israel and Mrs Reuma Weizman. 
The other guests were; 

MrArieb Snomer. Professor Vaatov 
FrenXei. tiu Ambassador of Israel 
amt Mrs Ravtv, Brigadier General 
.Shimon Hdetz. Colonel Ylsraet 
' ShfcQr,- Professor AVI Rlvkind. Mr 
Amlram Magld, MrYacovHadas, Mr 
Malcolm Rukind, oc, MP. and Mrs 
RIfktnd, Mr J eremy Hanley. MP, and - 
Mis Hanley. Lora and Lady Vest O'. 


Mrs Hanley. Lora and Lady vestey. 
Lord and Lady-' Barber at 
Tewkesbury. Lord fieJofT, FRA. and 
i LacfyBelon. tbe Hon GrevtUe tanner. 
QC, mV. Sir Ivan Lawrence, QC, MP, 
and Lady Lawrence, sir Anthony 
Dowell, sir Jeranyana Lady Isaacs, 
Mr John Marshall. MP. and Mrs 
MaChaiL Mr Derek Ruchett. MP. 
andMaFarcbetL Rabbi Lionel Blue. 
His, Honour Israel Flnesteln, QC, 
and Mis Plnestrin. Mr and Mis 
Jonathan Holborew. Mr and Mrs 
Richard Lambert Mr Peter Snow. Ms 
And Macmtflan. Mr and Mrs 
Andrew Stone; Mr and Mrs Brow 
McBride, Dr and Mrs Henry 
stellman, Mr and. Mrs Stanley 
Cohen. Dr: John Chip man. Dr 
Rosemary HoUls, Lord Camoys, Lady 

Elton. Lieutenant-Commander To by 
WKiLamsoa AirCWefXtarshai s/r 
Mlchael and lady Graydon, Mr and 
Mrs David -Manning, and Mr and 
Mrs John Holmes. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 4811982 
, : FAX: 0171 4819313 


I Mflact ob all your wot** and 
oami dOT wtat yoa tmwo 
done. Your waj> God-1* ttely; 
wbat god H aa gnat aa oar 
Gad? Psalm 77 : 12,13 


BIRTHS 


BOSCAWEM - On Fibrurj 
24th 1997, ac hams, to 
Mtamtto Cm* RnJowJ and 
Fma. a son. Ben taaln Arthur 
John. 

BUMS - On Fabraarv 21«t to 
I4Bt* (n<* Scran) and Jo. a 
*on. Jack Wca t t w . 

HUE - On r -ehTB a ry 22nd u 
Th* Portland Hospital, to 
Baglna (nj« Baal) and 
Patrick, a boantlfal 
«*— g Wn S hta saen Ttmnam. 
a sister far kaxry. Clan and 
Patrick CPoglX 

CIOOOLUD - On Fsbraarr 24th. 
to Sun (n«a Xnnass) and 

g^ayn ^jamry frias^a 

mothar foe tHtm. 

CYMOBX - On Mnssn 21st 
1997. io Xat* (afe 
Cr s wdson? and Jotlan, a son. 
Ma r cu s Benjamin David, a 
brother for Alas da lx and 
Smh. 

HADSUYOMPUN - On 25tb 
Fehrnary. to Lavlnla and 
Mark, a daughter. 

Ms cuim - On Febrnary 
23rd at Th* Portland 
Hospital, to Toaael and Xa^ a 

dangWvx, 

MARC - On February 21st at 
Tbe Portland Hospital, to 
tsa b aOa amt Philipp*, a mao. 
Mathl*n, a brother for 
Morgana 

MARSHALL - Qn Fabrowy 21st 
KX Ths Portland Hospital, to 
Katie and Richard, a 
Oaagtnez. Emma Oucion* 
Lofman, a Mod for Henry 
and H um ph r ey! 

MOMMY - On 21st February, 
to Eltabeth (nit Can) and 
Matthew, a son. Georg*. 

mUKABYA-On 10th February, 
to Print* Coloo&a and Lady 
Mariano. « bod. Prince 
•ternm H*ikjw Mofcabya. A 
nH ffht thanks to mldwlf* 

tlHmn It BMtWet tab 
H ospital . 

Otoooo-on POThst« 

■am Portion* w 

Janice and Rob yn, a 
basattfal daUfitiW . Amonla 
. Dttikfn. 

*997. to 

-*nn, Udwautl Hojb James- 


diamond 

AlOOVERS ARIES 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


RBOORE - Audrey SbeOa. John, 
Stephanie. Lindsay and 
Jeremy wish to thank 
relatives, friends and 
adgUwtm for their Und 

tEttara* and’doMrions to 
the fine Ryder Home 
received foUowtng the 

—Pri H f MMtl loff of Aa rfra r 

Please accept this as a 
personal thank yon. 


DEATHS 


AJUOH - ElUabeth ATblnia 
(nd* CmnpbeUX pescarully 
on Febnutry 22 ml. Much 
lured m other, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. 
Funeral Service at St 
Edward'* Church, Bawling 
on Wednesday 6th Match at 
2 pm. Family flowers only 


BtRNEY - Evelina Pr an c es , an 

February IB th 1997, 
for merly TT—hnH i nerr of Si 
Margaret'* School, 
Hertfordshire. Memorial 
Service wm be held far tbs 
summer term at St 
Margaret's School, old gUa 
and friends wflj be notated. 
Enquiries to HJD. Tribe, 
Funeral Directors please 
01903 742585. U wished 
donations to "The BveUne 
BUney Mammlsl Fend” c/a 
HJD. Tribe at Mis f. Man, 
43 Cl a e s Mthip, Enfield, 
Mlddlassv. EM70B. 


77, on 24rh February 
following a stroke at 
Christmas, daughter of 
Canon a Mrs John Bees 
and sister of Mantel and 
Dylis all tt s ia a aa e d . Dearly 
b el oved wMi foe S3 ysera of 

«m Aw, 

at Pvirldii nd Pinwi* nd 
mother of Asm, Isobel, Mary 


Smith Or Co, 74 Ft se ns ory 
Hoad, Cheltenham. Tab 
C01242J 525383. 

**KtW - Gofl, Tbs faraSy 
mneh loved Call, together 
with bar c loae friends, sadly 
temotmos bar death on 14th 

February 1997 after a very 
shot manes. A Service of 
Thanksgiving for bar lift 
wm take place on Monday 
I Oth March at 2 pm at St 
Mary's Pariah Church, 
Head lay. Surrey. Plaaae 

Doridna, Sonsy, tab (0l30<$) 


or do n atio ns to the Urn 
fitiha* Drift Special Arad. 
Kings Coll ege Hospital, 
London 5E5. 

BAKER • Alec Edward of 
Pinner, on 25th February 
after a short JDaesa, dearest 
basband of Janet and much 
loved fhtbft of GUUan and 
Jane. Fmwral Service « 91 

John the Baptist Church, 
Planer, on Thursday 6i)t 
Kan* at 1JS pm, followed 

iKnsrsSM 


of John, k npert, D ave a nd 

Esther, Nathan, Leah, 
Hannah, Eleanor, Emily, 
Babskab and Henry. Funeral 
Service of Th anksgi ving for 
her Ufe on Monday 3rd 
March at L30 pm to. Pudsy 
Baptist Church, Banstead 
Inad, Parley, followed by 
committal at Croydon 
fVnmat.ulnm lBlHum 
Croydon at 3 pm. ftmtty 
flowers only. Gifts in 
muncuy to Tm Hndv of 
Mayttay p ni va iah r Hospfcal, 
London Roa d, T hornton 
Beulv Surrey CK7 7YE or to 
FBC DeveZopmant Fuad. 
Enqnhln to Co-operative 
Funeral Service, 100 
B tigfat oa BowL Pa rl ey, let 
(0181) 800-7622. 

BHOWMSOM - Died 25 ib 
febntavy peaeefnllT at Balia 
Wray, Sunbleeide, Leigh 
Ktsfoot OCiriO, daariy toved 


CLACK - Alan K. (of Stuttan, 

S uffo DQ on Pdmazy 25th 
1997, beloved husband at 
Jane and father of Ca rolt n e 
Joanna and Jonathan. 

Funeral private 

TbanksgMag service later, 
coepe _ rat itmi Hr— MJL£ 

MB, B5. FJLdSKjmnftLm 
on Mond a y 24th refa t uer y 
1997. Greatly loved and 
respected hy an Ids Essrily. 

Funeral will take place on 
Pddey 7th March 12 noon at 
Gunners t»ury Cemetery 
ChapeL HmQy flowers only. 

Dona ti o ns . If desired, to The 
Grand Charity, 60 Great 
Queens Street, WC2B SAX 
AH enq aWrs to WS. Bond. 

19 Bond Street. Etifara, W5 
SAP, let (pl81> 567-0422. 

COLES ■ BJL Suddenly, on 
February 24th. Bryan 
RradaU coles, ees> P ref ie m a i 
Emeritus of Physics at 
imperial CoPega and retired 
Chairman of Taylor fa 
Frauds. Dear husband of 
Merlvsn and father of 
Matthew sad Jonathan. 

Fuaeral/Memmial Service 
2J30 pn Thursday March 

6th, St Jade 's. Courtfield , m -—- nun ox 

Gardens SW5 (after p ri v at e Boeenrary McPherson. 

a ifainai 

DOnr. Anus brined wife of _ 

William, mother of PhuL Jgg 

Anraada and Clare and I^parasd ww*t••aJ bm^SP 1 

flc * d M 

grandfather of GabrieUn. 


sum - on Sanfo i y J e fatuni i 
23rd 1997. EDeen UHan aS 
Batiat Herts, aged 80 yenra 
dandy loved wlfa of the Jau 
John. Funeral Sorvic* on 
Friday March 7th ax 330 pn 
at Cambridge City 
Crematorium. Family 
flowers only pirns bat 
donations gratefully 
accepted for Imperial 
Cancer B as a aiU i Fund cfo S 
New ling fa Son Funeral 
ftncnra, 2 Palace G a rden* , 


FRANKS - Miriam Cade 
Oral* OiOfll lWWtt H 
1997, aged 97. HtIi loved 
wife of the late Maurice 

and HUNlhraa- <*£ XC^f. 

Jonathan and David, 
grand mother and great- 
pnndma rimc. T ha nks g iving 
Service 2-30 nm on 4 th 
Mritrir at St Rarthtdenraw's 
Church, Burwash. 


MII M BI - Major Jofan LtaUa 
Gausses M.C. Late 
Catmronlana (Scottish 
BIOh}. Moch kmd fausbaad 
of Christina. Father of 


HUME - Muriel, aged 92, 
peacefully at hone on 24th 
February; devoted wife of 
th* late James Howden 
Hume, dearly loved mother 
of Thyraa and treasured 
grandmother of her eight 
gran dchildren and great- 
gran dmetne rof Mrafarasa 


Service at Rt John the 
Baptist, Sutton on Monday, 
10th. Msrch. at 12 noon. 
Family flowwrs only but 
dn a Hnaa » foam Perish 
Q mn± of to Kina Edvand 
vn Hospital MtUnm, II 
desired. Enquiries to W. 
Btyder fa Son*, TUlingion, 
Petwurth, W. Suits. 
(01796) 342174. 




Late member of the RAC. 
and Liveryman of the 
Ooopua Company. Funeral 
to he held at St Peter’s 


aietrard and devoted 
gxuBdfatlutt of S arah and 
EfrranL Private cr em atio n . 
Serrlc* at ThaakapMbra ac 


Tuesday 4th March st 

ZSOmlrarflf Oman only. 

DtmatiOBS if drafted to Jesns 

Qtarch, Ttou tb ec k . cJe John 
Dewhnrst fa Sons, 
Hawkshead Sawmills, 
Hawfcsfaead. Amhisride, 
Cwuhria. LA22 OFL 



M IISMZY MMTRK * On 23nt 
February 1997 died 
suddsnly and p rint e rs ty at 
borne, Annesley Charles egad 
77. Wav much loead tnwr 
of IkbaiA DnUe Tom earl 
Hugo. Funeral SsxvSce st 12 
neon on 3rd March ac 
lirlltftH Parish AllHlril ft 
Peter and St Paul's, 
Blackburn Road, Bisbton, 
Blackburn, Lancashire, do 
flowers p lease, but 
do natio ns H dashed to VtWF 
cfo ET. Birtwistle fa Sons, 29 
Queen Street. Gnat 
Harwood taw DM 7SA 

DCMBMHT • On February 23xd 
1997 peacefully far bsr sleep 


1030 am an Tuesday 4th 
Match 1997. Hamily flowers 
only, but donaclona If 
ds aii ad an Uabraes Centre 
Appeal. Royal Berkshire 
HosplBL 


GQLMMO - Janet Sllrabeth 
Qa) u ss( s ftiQ y s« ktn gs ron 
Hosp i tal tm 24tb Fe Uuaa y 
1997 after a long and 
caumpeons fight. Maeh 
loved slater of Pamela, 
drariy loved emrt and gn a t- 
aunt of Penny, Blchard, 
Carolyn, Simon, Daisy, 
Mieolas. Suzy, Jamie aud 
Edward. Funeral Sorvic* at 
Christchurch, Baber, on 
Wednesday Sth March at 
2pm, followed by a private 


■UUDMBMT - Felicity Cad* 
Lettriti, widow of Kenaetiv 
very mch loved mothar of 
HeU, MUtitL Psggy-Ltra, 
Juliet Anne, cherished 
grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother, died 
peacefully at beta* in 
Origri 24th Pebra s re 1997. 
Funeral Oxford 

nramultm, Sumter 9th 
Match at 12 neon. Donations 

If desired to The Strok* 
Aa s uti a ti an. elo LY. MaUen. 
Panaral Dtrectors, 124 Ume 

folk, Oxford 0H3 7AP, tab 
(01866J 744S00. 


W1LSOM ■- Ha ml ah Uz 
Whltelnw died on 19u 
February 1997. aged 50, 
after a long brave fight 
against cancer. Beloved 
husband of Dorothy Mazy 
Smyth. Burial at HdmMM 
Cemeter y on Thursday 6a 
Match ar I US am. foDowed 
by Thaatog l vlng Service at 
Mcfamoad fefoh Chmcfa (Si 
Mary Megdelanejat 12 noon 
C«d flowers. U desired, u 
Andrew Holmes, S7fl 
Bichmond ■ Bon d. 
Twickenham TW1 2DK 01 
donations to In sti t u te ol 
Cancer Research c/o 
Profe raoi Cntovaky, loyal 
Mamdmi Bospttri. SW3 6JJ. 

THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


MCKMtIOCMB - Msriorie Edna, 
on 20th Pebnuiy 1997, b 


Kathleen (nie Bum). 
Donations If desired for 
Methodist.Homes for the 
Aged. Bpwoirtfa House. Stuart 
Street; Darby DEI 


91IFFELL • Ruth Doris. 
Suddenly and peacefully ar 
boma inCratle Cary on iktii 
Peteuary aged 84 ysaae. A 
well loved mother and 
gnmdaretfam. Fuat at An 
Stints Cfonch. Cratia Cray, 
Monday 3rd March at 
2J15jsu. AmOy flowms oriy 
but iwnim i if desired to 


enly. All donations U wished 
to The Banda Day Hoepicw, 
Waver 1 #t load. St Amus, 
AL3 SOIL With grateful 
thaoks to Db Coulter for bar 
rate nod npjwt 


hospital aged 90 years. 
Matjoris^ beloved wife of tbs 
late Hatty and demSy laved 
mother of ha and Kevin, 
and ^ j niwna*****^ gf re» , e 
■chan. Start and DbrasL 
Funeral Service on Monday 
3rd Match ox St mchoias 
Ckuk. Tfapiow at LI am 
fallowed by burial at, 
Holtspur Cemetery. 1 
Enqurara and flowers to WL 
Pram and Son, teh (Dld28) 


IMWITI f-Arthur on February 
2Sth 1997 fat Us 90th yem, 
moat desriy loved and fantag 
husband of KaagareL. 
Cremation on Thursday 
March 6 th at 2 pm at 





MA1MWARIMC-RURTOII - A 
Service of Thanksg i v in g tor 
th* Ufa of Major AJ&L. 
Main waxing-Burton, teiea 
Guards, wfll be held fat. the 
Guards Chapel, Birdcage 
Walk, London SW1 on 
Thursday 17«h April 1997 at 
1130 am. 

TULUY - A ■ Service of 
Than ksgi v in g for the Ufa 
and work of W.J. TuUey, 
Emeritus Professor at 
Orthodontics of the 
Dahmritrof London, f attnec 
Dun at Dental *" ■ ** — at 
the United Medtcaiatad 
Destri Schools of Guy's tend 
SllhohdriT Hoepftri. vrin be 
held oa Wednesday, 12th 
Hatch 1997 n 2A$ pra in 
Southwark Cathedral, 
London sex. 


INMEMOR1AM— 
PRIVATE 


BMMTOM - Archibald 
Wentworth. 27th Fehnaxy 
1973» fom&rttmeadMHd by 
Robert. 


Ut Acorn give you 

back the freedom you 
once enjoyed. Qtnr safe, 
reliable, st airlifts can 
transform your life. 
And they're' a fat 

more affordable than 
you mlghc think. 


fat mar tax rtiro p«dc in ctmmlnp 3 Mjfrtff. 
w TOW Whtojoco, cjH frpcfanc 

0800191919 


v o u l J - !. lit: ,\ 1 I T T 
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Obituaries 


the COUNTESS OF WICKLOW 


TONY WILLIAMS 








'r-r* 


K-t V* lj - ? 


The Countess of Wicklow 
member of the Irish Senate. 1943 . 
52. died in Dublin on February 21 
aged 82. She was born there on 

September?. 1914. 


E 




leanor. Countess of Wicklow 
m her generation one of 
the most prominent women 
. „ m «tsh public affairs. In the 

annwiiate posiwar period she repre- 
the Irish Labour Party in the 
tnsh Senate and at the Council of 
Europe. In the 1970s and 1980s she was 
prominent in movements directed at 
reconciliation in Northern Ireland She 
straddled, in a unique way for Ireland, 
y traditional upper-class society and 
* other worlds far removed from h such 
as social radicalism. 

Bot her own family roots were in the 
established professional classes of 
Dublin. Unusually for Ireland ar the 
time, she was the child of a mixed 
religious marriage. Her father, the 
half-German Rudolf Butler, was Pro¬ 
fessor of Architecture at University 
Cbdege, Dublin. Her mother was a 
Catholic from the West of Ireland and 
the children were brought up in her 
religion. They lived on Ailesbury Road 
on the south side of Dublin in a house 
her father had designed. 

At the age of six, Eleanor contracted 
polio and had to drag a leg for the rest 
of her life. This made her father 
determined that she would have the 
best of education and she was sent to 
England to Tudor Hall in Kent, one of 
the first co-educational schools. She 
finished her schooling at Alexandra 
^ College, Dublin, and spent a year 
7 reading French literature at the Univ¬ 
ersity of Poitiers before doing architec¬ 
ture in her father’s faculty at University 
College, Dublin, where she graduated 
with first-lass honours. Although she 
assisted in his practice and later 
became the first woman Ffeilow of the 
Royal Institute of Architects in Ireland, 
the actual practice of architecture was 
not to play a large part in her life. 

Shortly after she qualified in 1940 
she became honorary secretary of the 
Irish Architectural Records Society and 
took a particular interest in Dublin’s 
rich but somewhat dilapidated heri¬ 
tage of Georgian architecture. One 
result was that she wrote articles about 
it for Country Life. Another was that 
she met John Betjeman, whom she 
assisted on his researches an the work 
of Francis Johnston, the greatest Irish 
4? architect of the Georgian period. 

It was wartime and Betjeman was 
press attache at the British Representa¬ 
tive’s Office in Dublin. Through Betje¬ 
man she met his great friend Billy 
Clonmore. the.roof-diinbmg young 
peer who had been part of Evelyn 



Waugh’s set at Oxford. He had 
returned to Ireland when he succeeded 
as Earl of Wicklow in 1946. So began 
an intermittent courtship which was to 
culminate in their marriage 13 years 
later, after her nursing and care during 
a serious illness had rescued him from 
an early grave. 

Meanwhile, her interest in housing 
had found an outlet in politics. She was 
appalled by die housing conditions in 
Dublin and she was much taken by 
“Big Jim Larkin”, the leader of the 
famous 1913 General Strike who even 
in old age was widely suspected as a 
dangerous revolutionary. She joined 
the Labour Party, became a member of 
the Dublin Corporation and stood for 
the Dail in 1948. 

She persuaded Lord Wicklow and 
the Ascendancy writer Terence de Vere 
White to speak for her. Never had such 
an assembly of. grandeur graced a- 
Labour platform in Ireland. She faded 
only narrowly to defeat Noel Browne 


for the last seat in the constituency. She 
was then nominated to the Senate 
when, after die election. Labour joined 
in a coalition Government 

Politics opened up wider vistas. She 
was on die Irish delegation which 
helped to draft the statute of the 
Council of Europe. With characteristic 
real die threw herself into the Moral 
Rearmament movement that had been 
founded in Switzerland. The bug of 
travel bit her and she did not seek re- 
election to the Irish Parliament She 
spent time in die United States where 
she was gready impressed by the 
young Richard Nixon, and ^ie went to 
India with a team advising the young 
Gov e rn m ent of the country: 

Her marriage to the Earl of Wicklow 
in 1959 meant that she travelled less, 
but she was still involved in a host of 
good causes. She was a regular lecturer 
on housing matters, especially to the 
Irish Countrywomen's Association. 
She was on file boards of hospitals and 


persuaded Leonard Cheshire to set up 
a hone in Ireland. The resettlement of 
itinerants was another interest. 

• With her husband she entertained 
overseas students who studied in 
Dublin and helped to found a dub for 
them. Her energy was boundless. 
There was only one failure with any 

enterprise.” die once said, "and dial’s 
when you give up.” Her husband Billy 
had a new lease of life under her 
supervision. "We used to fight like mad 
before we got married; now we never 
do," he proclaimed in his benign way. 

The outbreak of violence in the 
North in 1969 catapulted her into a new 
range of activities. Ar first she was 
mrolved in helping Catholic refugees 
who had fled south in the face of 
Protestant violence. She had always 
been critical of die partition of Ireland. 
But as time went on she came to see 
reconciliation between Unionists and 
nationalists as the prime necessity. She 
was one of the founders and first 
chairman of the Glencree Reconcilia¬ 
tion Centre and she joined hands with 
the Peace Movement in the North in 
the mid-1970s. She and her husband 
travelled to Birmingham to demon¬ 
strate their sympathy with die victims 
of the bombing there. Their own 
obvious lack of mobility emphasised 
the generosity of the gesture. 

She was also on the board of Co¬ 
operation North, which operated pri¬ 
marily in the business sector. Through 
her husband's cousin, the Duke of 
Abercom. she had access to the 
Unionist world and the higher readies 
of the British Establishment. Yet her 
background as a Catholic nationalist 
who had been in the Labour movement 
meant that she had the crust of 
dissident elements in Northern 
Ireland. 

On political issues she could be 
naive, and she had prejudices, especial¬ 
ly about people, that were not always 
reasonable but were impossible to 
dislodge. She did not expect opposition 
or rejection and so seldom encountered 
them. Her enthusiasm was sometimes 
overdone; there was an element of the 
fairy godmother about her. 

like many who have physical dis¬ 
abilities she was fiercely determined, 
but she was too much fun ever to 
become grim. She had an endearing 
quality of openness which made her 
accessible to all manner of people and 
together with a quick intelligence and a 
generous willingness to give of herself 
enabled her to contribute usefully and 
leave behind a host of pleasant 
memories among those who knew her. 

There were no children of her 
marriage to the Earl of Wicklow, on 
whose death-in 1978 die title became 
extinct. 



Tony Williams, jazz 
drummer, died of a heart 
attack on February 23 
aged 51. He was born on 
December 12.1945. 

AS THE drummer with Miles 
Davis from l%3 to 1969. Tony 
Williams was hailed as a 
member of the most innova¬ 
tive rhythm section the great 
trumpeter ever employed, 
alongside the bassist Ron Car¬ 
ter and lbe pianist Herbie 
Hancock. Williams joined the 
group as a teenage prodigy, 
but he was already so accom¬ 
plished a musician that 
through his influence and 
enthusiasm Davis began to 
incorporate elements of free 
jazz and jazz-rock into his 
style, as well as reviving parts 
of his earlier repertoire that 
had been discarded. 

In die years after leaving 
Davis. Williams pioneered 
jazzrock fusion, with his 
group Lifetime, before rejoin¬ 
ing Hancock in 1976 in a 
group known as V.S.O.P. This 
band reunited several former 
Davis sidemen, and won a 
Grammy award for its 1995 
Tribute to Miles album. 
Williams also maintained his 
own groups, issuing a steady 
stream of new albums. 

Anthony Williams, was 
born into a musical family in 
Chicago, and his father 
Tillmon Williams was a saxo¬ 


phonist, who moved ro the 
Boston area when his son was 
two. The boy started accompa¬ 
nying his father to nightclub 
engagements at an early age. 
and was given his first drum 
kit al len. Soon afterwards, he 
began to sit in with local 
groups and started lessons 
with Lionel Hampton’s former 
drummer, Alan Dawson, who 
was a neighbour. 

By bis mid-teens. Williams 
was playing regularly in Bos¬ 
ton and his mentor was the 
saxophonist Sam Rivers (an 
early pioneer of Boston's free 
jazz movement), who helped 
the boy to develop a style 
which liberated the drums 
from conventional timekeep¬ 
ing into a reflection of the 
melody or feel of a piece. After 
moving to New York with the 
altoist Jackie McLean’S band. 
Williams, anended a try-out 
with Miles Davis’s new band 
in the early spring of 1963. 

Williams did not join Davis 
immediately, but he came into 
the group in May, recording 
in New York and St Louis 
before travelling to France for 
the Antibes Festival. There the 
teenage drummer made a 
tremendous and lasting im¬ 
pression on the international 
jazz community, noi least 
because of die rhythmic vari¬ 
ety of- his playing, which 
dearly kept his fellow musi¬ 
cians on their toes. 


Davis’s personnel soon set¬ 
tled to indude the saxophonist 
Wayne Shorter, and over five 
years a string of outstanding 
albums appeared, including 
E.SJ*.. Miles Smiles and 
NeferxitL 

Shortly before Williams left 
Davis, he appeared on the 
album In A Silent Way. This 
also featured the British gui¬ 
tarist John McLoughlin. who 
subsequently worked in Wil¬ 
liams's Lifetime, alongside the 
organist Larry Young and 
(briefly) the bassist Jack 
Bruce, who produced his best 
playing since the rock group 
Cream broke up. "After play¬ 
ing with Miles, there aren't 
any trumpet players for me to 
listen to.” said Williams, ex¬ 
plaining his move to an elec¬ 
tric rock-inspired band. 

From the mid-1970s on¬ 
wards, Williams balanced his 
work in Hancock's groups 
with his own band and free¬ 
lance playing. Latterly, health 
problems and stylistic revalu¬ 
ation led to a simplification of 
his drumming but albums like 
his 1990 Native Heart showed 
that his playing was still 
dramatic and powerful. His 
recent disc, Wilderness, in¬ 
volved Pat Metheny and 
Michael Breaker, and ex¬ 
plored jazz and classical cross¬ 
over ideas. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Colleen. 


PHYLLIS DEAKIN 




Phyllis Deakin. member 
ofTfie rimes staff! 1919- ’ 
1954, died on February 19 
aged 97. She was born on 
April 26.1899. 

PHYLLIS DEAKIN was for 
fourteen years the - only 
woman general reporter an 
the staff of The Times. She was 


appointed in 1942 to a vacancy 
created by ihe retirement of 
Mary Kennedy, who had been 
the paper’s first female staff 
reporter.-' 

Deakin visited Paris after 
ffie liberation as an accredited 
war correspondent, and was 
presentwben The Times office 
there was reopened by 


O. R. Hanson, who had spent 
four years in an internment 
camp in France. She also went 
to Brussels and Antwerp. 

She later liked to recall how, 
reluctant to wear the impracti¬ 
cal uniform skirt with which 
women war correspondents 
were issued for these trips, she 
had combined a British Army 


jacket with a borrowed pair of 
American khaki trousers; she 
blamed her subsequent recall 
to London on official disap¬ 
proval of this sartorial innova¬ 
tion. After the war' she 
reported on anything from the 
work of the International Red 
Cross to social services in 
Finland. 
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How do you tdl your Mother how special she is on 
Sunday March 9th?_. 

by calling 0171481 -4000 to place a personal message in the 
Sunday Times and to arrange for a 5oz box of Truffes Chocolat 
Champagne to be sent to your Mother on this special day. 

(These are a truly mouthwatering truffies filled with Marc de Champagne 
and chocolate ganache) arranged through Britain’s master cfrocolafier 
Charfjonnel d Walker, Old Bond Street, London WL 

. 3 line message wife gift only. £30 znc vat (approx 12 words). 

or fax on 0171 782 7799 or 
... . E Mail:beverly.birdi@newsuitco.uk. 
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A small but formidable 
woman. Deakin was a pass¬ 
ionate champion of the 
femininist cause throughout 
her long life. In her nineties 
she could still remember how. 
at the age of eight, she had 
been made to surrender a set 
of marbles to a male friend 
named Vernon, because mar¬ 
bles were "a bey’s toy"; it was, 
she said, her first encounter 
with the unfairness women 
had to suffer. 

She was particularly active 
on behalf of women in journal¬ 
ism. She founded and chaired 
the Women* Press Club of 
London at a time when 
women were not admitted to 
the Press Club itself, and she 
chaired the Society of Women 
Writers and Journalists for 
several years in die 1950s. In 
1949 she played a leading role 
in approaches to the Queen 
(now the Queen Mother) 
which resulted in the appoint¬ 
ment of a woman as assistant 
royal press officer. When she 
left The Times in 1954, she was 
herself replaced by another 
woman journalist, Jo Parfin, 
who died last year. 

Phyllis Annie Deakin was 
bom in Sheffield, one of six 
children of a cutler. The family 
spent several years in South 
America, in the course of 
which Phyllis became fluent in 
Spanish and French. Her lin¬ 
guistic skills secured her a job 
on The Times in November 
19191 when she became secre¬ 
tary to the editin' of the 
Spanish section of the special 
supplements department. 
There she remained for two 
years, before transferring to 
the typewriting bureau in 1921. 

In )922 she left to set up a 





Phyllis Deakin in 1995, with a photograph of herself 
as a war correspondent 50 years earlier 


typing agency of her own, 
before rejoining her old de¬ 
partment at The Times in 1924. 
In 1930, after four years as a 
secretary tn the displayed 
advertisement department. 
she was appointed head of the 
typewriting bureau, a post she 
held for 12 years, during 
which time she also did trans¬ 
lation work for the paper. 

She had always wanted ro 
write, however, and in 1942. 


on the initiative of die news 
editor. Alan Pitt Robbins, she 
was appointed to the reporting 
staff of The Times. In her work 
as a reporter, she did her best 
to cover topics of particular 
concern to women. 

Her view of what those 
topics might be was not al¬ 
ways shared by her superiors, 
however. She refused, for in¬ 
stance, to believe that there 
was any point in writing about 


such things as the January 
sales — a refusal which exas¬ 
perated the news desk, who 
resented having to send male 
reporters to cover them in her 
stead. Fashion, too . she de¬ 
clined to cover in any but the 
■ most perfunctory way. 

She insisted instead that 
“women’s interests range over 
an increasingly wide field", 
and she once complained in a 
letter to the Editor, Sir Wil¬ 
liam Haley, that she was 
"often asked why The Times 
does not give a lead in dealing 
with women’s interests in an 
objective and dignified way, as 
only The Times could, apart 
from fashions”. 

Such differences of opinion 
about her role on the paper 
were at least partly responsi¬ 
ble far her early retirement 
from The Times in 1954. She 
went on to serve as assistant 
secretary of the Press Council, 
as well as continuing her work 
in support of women in her 
own and other professions. 

She had been the founder 
and honorary secretary of the 
UK Federation of Business 
and Professional Women, a 
networking, training and lob¬ 
bying group offering support 
to working women, and in 
1970 she published a book 
documenting the organ¬ 
isation’s history. In 1988. the 
year of the federation's golden 
jubilee, she was made its only 
honorary member in recogni¬ 
tion of her work over the past 
half century. She also wrote a 
history of tire Women’s Press 
Club, Press On. 

In retirement Phyllis 
Deakin settled at Waterloo 
ville in Hampshire. She never 
married. 


THE VICTOR HUGO 
CENTENARY. 

CEREMONY AT THE PANTHEON. 

(FROM.OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.! 

PARIS. Feb. 26. 

With each fresh achievement of the French 
m the art of formal and courtly pageant one 
feels that, after all, something indelible and 
incommunicable to others not of their race 
has remained theirs from their tong contact 
with the Latin tradition. Their .feres, when at 
their best, are lessons in tact and in noble and 
elevated taste. The French file is a: once the 
most serious and the most suggestive and 
instructive manifestation of the special, 
moral, and intellectual qualities erf the people. 
And when the fire takes the form, as to-day, of 
a ceremony m honour of one of tee most 
characteristic French geniuses of all time, the 
grandiose beauty, of a result obtained by the 
measured coordination of unrivalled plastic 
effects is enhanced by the fact that the nation 
seems with a self-consciousness that has an 
impressive dignity to be glorifying itself 
legitimately in die person of its great 
representative... 

The formal ceremony of the morning began 
with the arrival of the President of the 
Republic. As the official procession moved 
down the central able between the crowd 


ON THIS DAY 

February 27,1902 


France has always lavished homage on its 
poets, musicians and artists. The centenary 
celebrations of the birth of Vidor Hugo, were 
led by the President and his ministers. When 
Hugo died in 1385 the Arc de THomphe nets 
draped with a black veil. 

standing and saluting as M. Loubef passed, 
the stirring strains of the "Marseillaise' sung 
by the chorus of the Conservatory of Music 
struck the elevated note of national heroic 
feeling which the speeches later on were to 
accentuate. This, however, was. as it were, but 
a formal, almost obligatory, introduction to 
the’Hymn" to Victor Hugo, rendered by the 
(wo orchestras and the choruses, which M. 
Saint Saens had written for the occasion. The 
Minister of Education, M. Georges Leygues. 
now rose and delivered an eloquent discourse, 
rhetorical as befitted the occasion, and in this 
respect far superior in its effect to the 


substantial but academic lecture which later 
on M. Hanoraux read. M. Leygues began by 
eulogizing the poet ‘who had clothed the 
French language with an incomparable 
splendour." and ihe arizen “who had given 
one of the toftiesT examples of rivic virtue that 
history had known." None, he went on, was 
more worthy than Victor Hugo of such heroic 
honours as swre offered him that day. As a 
poet, his career had been one long harvesting 
of laurels. As a ritizm. his life had teen a long 
Struggle for liberty and right. His work was 
immense, including every form of literary 
utterance, diverse and powerful like creation 
itself. “He gave voice to the enthusiasms, the 
revolts, and the hopes of the fatherland, fn his 
books humanity wept and sang, while nature 
was reflected in them as in an unrippled lake. 
Art enchanter with golden utterance, he gives 
to a word a verse, to rhythm a sonority and a 
lilt hitherto unknown.. .* 

M. Leygues then traced brilliantly victor 
Hugo's politics! role after 1848 and. finally, 
the new Hugo after the war with Germany. 
"Having Jived many years, having suffered 
much and battled much: he writes on his 
philosophical and political gospel these four 
words which sum up for him the whole 
human wisdom — liberty, justice, concord, 
pity...” 
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Bargains of the week: Jamaica at a discount... Amsterdam for the young from £67... lots of Easter offerg * 

_ . — — - - — . . .. _ apECTRuu __ I. ■■ .-in in i ii u 11 mi u^irh claims to be Zanzibar's 


JAMAICA for a fortnight at 
the all-mdusive Club Ambi¬ 
ence resort, with a flight from 
Gatwick on March 17. is 
available from Umjet for £819 
a person — a saving of £166. 
Details: 0990 336336. 

■ LANZAROTE for 035 a 
person for a week's self-cater¬ 
ing is available from Inspi¬ 
rations. Fly from Gatwick on 
March 27 and from Glasgow 
the same day for an extra E30. 
Details: 01293 822244. 

■ WATERS PORTS and a 
heated pool are among facili¬ 
ties offered at Broad]and Holi¬ 
day Village. Lowestoft, East 
Anglia, where cottages are still 
available for Easter week from 
Blakes Cottages. A cottage 
sleeping five costs from £30S. 
Details: 01282 445097. 

■ CAM PUS TRAVEL is offer¬ 
ing students and the under- 
26s European dty breaks at 
prices from little more than 
£100. Return flights to Amster¬ 
dam cost from £67. Zurich 
from £96 and Milan £134. 
Budget accommodation is 
available from £18 a night 
Details: 0171-730 3402. 

■ SPA RESORTS on the Da¬ 
nube in Hungaiy and in leafy, 
are available for Easter breaks 


from Thermalia TraveL 
Flights go from London air¬ 
ports on March Z7 and cost 
from £324 a person. Details: 
0171-4831898. 

■ INDONESIA for Easter is 
on offer from Exodus. A 17-day 
discovery tour features tem¬ 
ples and mountains, beaches 
on Bali and a monkey forest 
on Lombok, priced at £1,120 a 
person and including all tran¬ 
sport and accommodation. 
Fly from London on Good Fri¬ 
day. Details: 0181-675 5550. 

■ ISTANBUL for an Easter 
break is available from £209 a 
person from Accommodation 
Overseas, including a flight 
from Gatwick on Good Friday 
and three nights' B&B accom¬ 
modation. Easter week holi¬ 
days in Turkish resorts also 
available. Details: 0181-977 
2984. 

■ ASIAN TIGERS — in¬ 
creasingly under threat — will 
be the main attraction on a 13- 
day tour to Indians Kanha 
Tiger Reserve with 
Naturetrek. leaving Heathrow 
an Good Friday. Priced at 
£1,390 a person, including 
flights, accommodation and 


most meals. Details: 01962 
733051. 

■THE Costa Blanca for £237 
a person for an Easter week's 
self-catering holiday is avail¬ 
able from Advantage Travel 
Centres, with a flight from 
Gatwick on March 29. De¬ 
tails: 0990 881888. 

■ GUESTS booking an 
Easter break in the next two 
weeks with Jean Barden Cot¬ 
tage Holidays in properties in 
east Devon and west Dorset 
will get the chance ro win a 
free winter break for up to four 
people. Details: 01297 23222. 

■ EASTER CAMP adventure 
holidays for children aged 
seven to 16 are available at a 
£40 discount and free insur¬ 
ance from Superchoice if 
booked by March 17. The 
camp runs at Osmington Bay 
near Weymouth for a week 
from April 5 and now costs 
£205. Details: 01273 691100. 

■ IF ST PATRICK'S DAY is 
more important to you than 
Easter, Quest Worldwide is 
offering a four-day package to 
see the annual parade in New 
York on March 17 from £313 a 
person. Price includes return 
flights and hotel accommoda¬ 
tion. Details: 0181-546 6000. 
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Two-night Easter breaks at Accor Hotels in Belgian 
cities, including Bruges; with P«SO European Ferries 
Holidays, cost from £113 a person. Details: 01992 456045 


JOIN the hunt for a solid gold 
pendant egg worth EB75,.d* 
signed by Sarah Fabergfc for 
the St Petersburg Collection, 
at the Rwr Seasons Hotel, 
Park Lane, London. Guests 
staying or eating in the hotel 
over the Easter weekend can' 1 
lode for the golden egg among 
chocolate eggs being given 
away; Room rates over the 
weekend start at E230 a night. 
Details: 0171-499 0888. ; 

■ STAY any three nights at 
one of the 90 Thistle hotels in 
Britain between March 28and 
April-3 and get. up to a 30 jper 
cent discount on tins thud 
night Typical price is-.£103 a 
person for three nights’ half¬ 
board at the Northumbria 
Thistle Hold, Newcastle upon 
Tyne. Details: 0800 3322*4. '■ = 

■ A DELUXE double'bed¬ 
room, at the Pembridge Court . 
Hotel in west London over the. 
Easter weekend costs •" £115 
(normally £155) a night for two 
people, including foil English 
breakfast. A box of chocolate 
kittens is offered in each room 
in honour of Spencer and 
Churchill, the hotel's .resident 
cats. Details: 0171-229 9977.' 

■ A WELCOME' bottle of 
champagne is included m the 
Easter package at the luxury 


Hotel Hassler Villa Media in 
Rome when booked through 
reading Hotels of the World. 
Cost fc £432 a room a night 
. based an a minimum stay of 
••three nights, and including a 
special Easter lunch for two in 
. the. hotel's rooftop restaurant 
airport t ran sfers and a four- 
hour sightseeing' tour or 
Rome. Details: 0800181123. 

■A CHILDREN'S Easter 
egg hunt on Easter Saturday 
followed the next day fay a 
treasure ,'trafl through local 
villages is on offer, at the 
Ettmgton Park Hotel near 
STratford-upcm-Avuru Price is 
. £105 a person a night, based 
on a two-night stay, for any 
twio nights over the Easter 

weekend, including dinner. 

Details: 01789 450123. 

■ AN alternative Easter for 
children is a week, at the Camp 
Beaumont activity centres in 
Norfolk and Staffordshire 
available from March 29 until 
April 5. Fttfl board for a child 
costs £245 and- includes 
riding, arcbety, and swim¬ 
ming. Details: 0171-7242233. 

■.SPECIAL Easter rates at 
the new Zanzibar Serena Inn, 


which claims to be 2 Wbars 
first deluxe hotel, are from E75 

to £106 3 ^ 

Details: 00255 578175- 

■ home-made 

buns and chocolate Easter 
eggs will be given away attfae 

Xfc Hotel in Jew 
the Easter weekend. Rates 
start from £2S!i ajtersori for 
three nights, mdudmgdiiWCT 

and use of a hire car. Details: 

0153444101- 

BAN EASTER dinner-dance 
at the Ritz Hotel in London is 
available on Good Friday and 
Easter Saturday at a 
person. Details: 0171-493 SlSL 

■ EASTER rate at the Saint 
James Hotel in Pans, a cha¬ 
teau-style properly located in 

the elegant 16th district, is 
about £194 a room a night 
when booked through Prima 
Hotels, including a bottle of 
champagne on arrival but 
excluding dty tax of just under 
£1 a person a night Details: 
080ff 181535. 

■ THE EasterTake a Break- 
rate at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Birmingham is £69a 
person a night based on 
double occupancy, with break¬ 
fast charged at an extra £12 a 
person. Details: 0121-643 1234. 
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Amsterdam £66 ; Boston £156 
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ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £668 


Nairobi £339 
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j EUROPE: 0171361610, WORLDWIDE 01713616262. 0161834 0668 (Manchester) 
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NEW YORK £160 
HONG KONG £410 


USAirteurs 


Low imi«i nroro fares Iran London (ex. taxes) 



ATLANTA 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO ' 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DETROIT 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
FORT MYERS 
HOUSTON 
LAS VEGAS 
LOS ANGELES 
MIAMI 

MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW YORK 


NEW ORLEANS £2R 

ORLANDO £135 

PHILADELPHIA £235 

PHOENIX £265 

SALT LAKE CITY £26! 

SAN FRANCISCO £265 

SARASOTA £25! 

SEATTLE £265 

TAMPA £255 

WASHINGTON £185 

TORONTO £235 

VANCOUVER ' £295 
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FOB MORE CHEAT OFFERS 


We ti&e tha vmid's best at dines fcit&jdk^Yirgin,. 
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LONDON: 018155&T725 

MANCHESTER: 0101 456 2515 
GLASGOW: 01412484844 
BIRMINGHAM: 0121 585 7775 
CARDIFF: 01222377091 

Recant jipiriteiiU ippl) 

Alamo Rant A Car frtmi £15 per week - 
HBton Hotels from £24 per person ttMogi 

ORLANDOHOTUNE 

018T 559 7700 

For all your travel needs to Orlando, Florida 
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CAUFOMIA £211 42SSBH 
OHBTHt £255 

■EWTOMt £169 
IflSTOI £173 
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great vafaa on to* cost flights to aff destinations 
inlho USA, nth the leading scheduled airlines. 
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TRAVEL 


FLIGHT SPECIALISTS 1 
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Afcrte fr£99 Sat >£139 
Malaga £99 fcttofari £129 
Faro £99 Orlando £199 
Vain £109 Athens £109 


)u-it one tali t .(!Cvi it at 

01276 686808 


Q u i w ^ a i u rai hifct ^cpwa* 
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TRAILFINDERS 

IKE T I K 1 I l EXPECTS 

More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR HIRE 

Call Trailfinders for the complete tailor-made travel service 

LONDON Longhauf: 0171-9383939 MM 

Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 k^l 
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AUSTRALIA 
LATE OFFER 
Syrinay 


Calms 
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Two weeks in Greece, 
a week in Istanbul and 
a short break in Venice, 
all from £59. 



Ouranmud travel insurance 
cowers you (or an unlimited 
rmraber of trips in Europe 
from £59. And anywhere in 

the world from just £89. To 
enrol cafl the number betowr 
quoting reference TR. 
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By Harvey Eluott 

SOARING consumer confi¬ 
dent has persuaded Britain's 
leading tour operators to 
launch next winter’s holiday 
brochures — even before win¬ 
ter is over. 

As booking levels are al¬ 
ready 20 per cent above last 
years figures, Thomson yes¬ 
terday put 250,000 holidays cm 
sale for winter 1997. By doing 
so, it hopes to take advantage 
of the windfall cash due to JO 
million building society savers 
this year and to capitalise on 
the surging demand. Thom¬ 
son was joined by Ainours, 
first Choice and Cosmos, 
which each offered discount 
prices well below this year's 
levels. 

With the pound continuing 
to strengthen against most 
foreign currencies, it has been 
possible for most brochure- 
holiday prices to be held at this 
year’s levels and for some to be 
reduced sharply. 

Richard - Bowden-Doyle, 
Thomson’s deputy managing 
director, said last night: “The 
economic climate looks posi¬ 
tive and consumer confidence 
is running high. Add this to 
the fact that we’ve reduced 
prices and irs dear that the 
demand for next winter will be 
strong." 

Ainours and Cosmos also 
launched brochures aimed at 
the more mature holidaymak¬ 
er with Aii-tours’ Golden 
Years brochure offering holi¬ 
days for older people from £99 
a person. More than 60 per 
cent of Golden Years custom¬ 
ers spend at least three weeks 
away at prices that can work 
out as little as E2.85 a night 




return to 
as cities 




A 13-MlLE-iong tram service 
from the centre of Manchester. 
to the. city’s fast-developing 
airport is. to be built ata cost of 
more ftan £145 million. Gov¬ 
ernment approval for the ex¬ 
tension of die Metrolink tram¬ 
way was given this week, to 
the delight of Manchester air¬ 
port officials, who plan to per¬ 
suade up to 25 per cent of all 
airline passengers to use pub¬ 
lic transport to go to the 
airport 

Trams have proved a boon 
for cities elsewhere in the 
world, such as Melbourne, 
that decided decades ago not 
to rip up their tramlines. Now 
their use is developing into the 
British transport success story 
of the 1990s, as an increasing 
number of cities press ahead 
with projects. 

As well as Blackpool, which 
never lost its' tramways, Shef¬ 
field now has-a new, though 
loss-making, Supertram ser¬ 
vice running through the city 
centre, work is under way on 
the Midland Metro for Birm¬ 
ingham and nearby towns, 
and an 18-mife- network is 
planned for Croydon in south 
London. 

Leeds. Nottingham. Ports¬ 
mouth, Liverpool, Bristol and 
Cardiff are all studying pro¬ 
posals for similar schemes. 

But the concept was devel¬ 
oped by Manchester, whose 
ten local authorities opened 
the Metrolink service over 
19 miles of track between Bury 
and Altrincham and Man- 


By Harvey Elliott 

- <±ester centre in 1992. since 
then passenger numbers have 
exceeded expectations; at least 
13 million people a year are 
hopping on and off the trams, 
which can each carry 206 
passengers ar speeds of up to 
30 miles an hour. 

Trams are claimed to the 
most energy-efficient and 
least polluting form of trans¬ 
port available, sating be¬ 
tween 60 per cent and 70 per 
cent of energy compared 
with a car. The emissions 
produced by the trams are 
much lower, and harmful 
particulates — which the 
Government is pledged to 
halve over the next eight 
years — are completely elimi¬ 
nated. 

Metrolink is reckoned to 
have reduced the number of 
car journeys by 2Ji million a 
year and peak traffic on 
parallel roads has fallen by 
up to 6 per cent at a time 
when traffic on other routes 
has increased sharply. Now 
the Greater Manchester Pas¬ 
senger Transport Authority 
has won its planning battle to 
extend the tram service 
through much of the area. ‘ 

Among other extensions 
that it plans are 15 miles to 
Oldham and Rochdale, six 
miles to Didsbury, four miles 
to Trafford Park. 45 miles to 
Ecdes and Salford Quays, and 
six miles to east Manchester 
and Tameside. 

A full public inquiry was 
held into the proposed exten¬ 


sion of the Metro service io the 
airport in 1<W5 and it has taken 
the Department of Transport 
until now to decide whether to 
accept its recommendations. 

The airport extension will 
take up to four years to com¬ 
plete and will run along ex¬ 
isting disused railway lines 
and roads, it will not begin 
until agreement has been 
reached an how to raise the 
money. 

Funding is a complex mix of 
private and public with out¬ 
side agencies finally appointed 
to run the service. The first 
proposed extension to Salford 
Quays, for example, will cost 
£110 million, of which £25 mil¬ 
lion will come from the local 
authorities. £17 million from 
the Government, £10 million 
from Europe and the remain¬ 
ing ESS million from private 
investors. The extension to the 
airport is expected to be simi¬ 
larly funded and work should 
start next year. 

Once completed, the 30- 
minuie journey is expected to 
attract eight million passen¬ 
gers a year and to take a 
million car journeys off the 
road annually. 

Joe Clarke, chairman of the 
GMFTA. said; “This scheme, 
together with the airport’s sec¬ 
ond runway, wifi be. a terrific 
boost for the region, and we 
are delighted that we now 
have powers to build the ex¬ 
tension. 

“The new runway will at¬ 
tract even greater numbers of 
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travellers to Manchester and 
we are keen to encourage as 
many of those people as 
possible to use a form of trans¬ 
port other than the car to tra¬ 
vel to and from Manchester 
airport." 

The trams will stop ar 
suburbs along the way. en¬ 
abling thousands of airport 
staff to get to work by public 


Transport. A new station dose 
to the existing rail main line is 
to be built with instant access 
to the terminals. 

The airport’s second run¬ 
way. now being built at a cost 
of ’ £170 million, will make 
Manchester Britain's second 
busiest airport after Heath¬ 
row. 

Protesters have already set 


up tree houses and other 
blockades designed to prevent 
what many activists regard as 
an environmental disaster. 

But other big dries with 
regional airports are closely 
following the progress of 
Manchester's tramway links, 
which could prove a signifi¬ 
cant step towards an integrat¬ 
ed transport policy. 
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Ti in lead 



THERE were signs of grow¬ 
ing siabilhy on cross-Channel 
ferry fares this week as two 
companies, Hoverspeed arid 
Sea France, matched Le Shut¬ 
tle on price. - 

The French-owned Sea 
France was the cheapest on 
the Channel last summer, 
cutting peak return fares: to 
^ £95 on the Dover-Calais route. 
But while remaining compe- 
titive, the company has opted, 
for safety first-in copying the 
market leader Le Shuttle, 
which has a 40 percent share 
. . .... of the Calais market from 
.... Dover and Folkestone. 

Sea France is quoting peak 
. returns of £1S3 for a car and 
. driver, and £4 a passenger. 

‘. \ For a car and five^xissengers, 

. the fare works wit at £199 — 
the same as Le Shuttle, which 
’ charges per vdride. 

Hoverspeed, meanwhile, is 
- ' charging £198 for a car and' 
? five passengers from Dover to 
'nri ^ a ‘ s at sc* 100 ! holiday - 
' weekends. A car and driver 

can travel for £190. 

But though Hoverspeed, 
Sea France and Le Shuttle are 
in line on price, they are still 
cheaper than P&O Femes or 
Stena Line, which have quoted 
fares 30 per cent higher. „• 
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Territorial ambitions: Hong Kong is expected, to maintain its popularity with tourists 

Britons rush to visit Hong Kong 
before July 1 handover 


ByTonyDawe 


HONG KONG is the favourite holiday 
destination outside Europe for British tourists, 
according to the annual report published this 
wpek by Kuoni, the leading long-haul tour 
operator. 

The colony regained the. top spot from 
Thailand, with 40 per cent more tourists Dying 
there last year, and is expected to stay in the 
lead as people rush to visit before the July 1 
handover to China. • 

Flans to promote tourism even after 
sovereignity has reverted to China areexpected 
to maintain Hong Kong’s popularity. Sue 
Biggs, the deputy managing director of Kuonj, 
says: "This is a very exritin^ time to visit Hong 
Kong and we are seeing an increasing demand 
both up to and beyond the handover to China. 

"Bookings are a little slower for the 
immediate posi4iandover period, but we expect 
Hong Kong to pick up very quickly in late 
summer arid retain its position as one of our top 
worldwide destinations.’’ 

. However, the rush of tourists is expected to 
slow in future years so Kuoni is preparing to 
boost the number of holidays h offers to the 
fastest growing areas. In 1996. these included 
Egypt and Australia, which attracted twice as 
many tourists as the previous year, and 
Indonesia and Cuba, which also saw consider¬ 
able growth. 


“What Egypt and Australia haw in common 
is a wide choice of multicentre holidays,” Ms 
Biggs says. “The demand for these personalised 
flexible holidays, which must be immediately 
available, continues to grow apace,” 

The variety of single and multi-centre 
holidays available at competitive prices, plus 
island cruises and improved access to Bali with 
British Airways, led to the growth in popularity 
of Indonesia among British tourists. Cuba 
entered Kuoni’s top 30 for the first time as new- 
direct flights from Gatwick. good value for 
money and the blend of cultures and history 
attracted more visitors. 

The report supports the findings of many 
adventure holiday companies that Latin Ameri¬ 
ca is becoming the trendy new destination, lx 
says the time is right for Guatemala to become 
a holiday centre in its own right, instead of 
being tacked onto Mexico holidays, but says 
that high taxes are making Peru expensive. 

The lack of variety and over-emphasis on all- 
inctusive hotels in St Lucia led to some tourists 
switching to Barbados, but St Lucia did retain 
its place as the number one wedding 
destination. 

Sri Lanka dropped out of the top ten after 
bombs and continued fighting in the north of 
the island deterred tourists, but Ms Biggs 
reports that Britons are now returning. 


Club Med 
swaps its 
beads for 
cards 

By Harvey Elliott 

ELECTRONIC smartcards 
are to replace the traditionally 
coloured beads used for 
paying bar bills at the !I5 
Oub Mediterranean resorts 
around the world. 

The beads — based on 
Polynesian barter beads and 
designed to remove the day to 
day problems of grappling 
with cash — come in three 
sizes and colours, 

“We have been looking at 
new methods of payment for 
some years," a Club Med 
spokeswoman said yesterday. 

“We thought that we would 
get a hostile reaction from 
repeat customers who have a 
strong nostalgia forthe beads. 
But in the three resorts in 
which we have run trials 
everyone appears to be very 
happy to use the smartcards.’' 

From this summer, the 
brightly coloured cards will 
be bought by guests on arrival 
and at the resorts, electroni¬ 
cally "loaded" to a chosen 
value (hat diminishes as it is 
swiped through a machine at 
the bar. 

More than 1.4 million 
guests, known as Gen tils 
Membres by Club Med staff 
from around the world stay at 
Club Med resorts each year. 
They include 32,000 from 
Britain. 

The first such resort was 
created by a Belgian and 
opened in 1950, but was was 
taken over by the French 
Trigano family in 1954. De¬ 
spite recent expansion and the 
growing popularity of aTl- 
industve holidays, the com¬ 
pany plunged into the red last 
year with losses of more than 
£80 million. 

That led to the end of the 
Triganos’ control, a board¬ 
room shuffle and t he appoint¬ 
ment of Philippe Bourgui- 
gnon, the chairman of 
Disneyland Paris, as chief 
executive. 
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Beauty and the beach: Bournemouth’s traditional huts 

Town starts seaside 
zones to help children 


By John Harrison 


A NEW scheme of colour- 
coded beaches called Kidzones 
is to be introduced in Bourne¬ 
mouth this summer to help 
small children who get lost 

From early May to early 
September, eight 200-yard 
stretches will be marked with 
bright banners, showing a 
simple symbol like a fish, ball 
or boat. 

The idea was put forward 
by Kerri Evans, an Il-year-old 
Bournemouth schoolgirl. She 
wrote to the council and 
newspapers suggesting it after 
she had become separated 
from her sisters during a 
beach outing last summer. 

“Every part of the beach 
looked die same — the same 
people, the same parasols, the 
same chalets," she said. “I 
knew my sisters must be there 
somewhere but didn’t know 
whether I had walked post 
them or not Eventually. I saw 
them but that night I was kept 
awake thinking how terrifying 
it would have been if I had 


been younger and smaller. 
Then I thought of the idea of 
coloured markers." 

In addition, hospital-style 
wrist tags in the same colours 
will be available for children 
from beach attendants and 
catering kiosks so that anyone 
spotting a lost child will be 
able to see where has come 
from. Initially. 100.000 have 
been ordered, funded by the 
Liverpool Victoria Friendly 
Society, which is moving from 
London to Bournemouth. 

“On a peak summer day our 
staff may have to deal with up 
to 50 lost children, usually 
tjiree to six-year-olds," says 
Ken Male, Bournemouth’s 
head of tourism services. 
"Most are reunited within 30 
minutes, though we had one 
seven-year-old who was not 
found for eight hours after he 
had wandered several miles 
along the beach. This scheme 
should speed up the process 
considerably and so lessen the 
trauma for everyone.” 


Rejoice in 
the great 
British 
break 


A TELEVISION advertise¬ 
ment for Eurostar reveals a 
great deal about our attitudes 
to fife in Britain. We obviously 
do not think much of it; we are 
convinced that they do things 
better abroad where we can 
certainly enjoy ourselves 
more, and we are ready to ac¬ 
cept old-fashioned images Of 
travelling around the home 
countjy. 

In the television advertise¬ 
ment, a sophisticated traveller 
— you can tell he is sophisticat¬ 
ed because he has a French ac¬ 
cent — asks whether those 
watching would rather have 
lunch in Paris or in a motor¬ 
way cafe. 

The Paris restaurant is 
glamorous, filled with smiling 
people, efficient waiters and 
templing dishes. Motorway 
service areas — and though it 
is not spelt out, it is obvious 
they are talking about motor¬ 
ways in Britain — are gloomy 
places with fat ugly customers 
sploshing tomato ketchup on 
plates of something and chips 
thrown disdainfully in front of 
our sophisticate by surly staff. 

Eurostar has every right to 
woo customers to its fast, mo 
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dem trains which can whizz to 
Paris and Brussels in a flash 
by comparing them with slow¬ 
er car journeys on congested 
roads. But what is surprising 
is that in the months that the 
ads have been shown Britain, 
no one has complained about 
the image they portray of this 
country’s motorway catering. 

As with much of Britain’s 
tourism, entertainment and 
catering industry, die motor¬ 
way stops have been trans¬ 
formed over the past few 
years, thanks to nearly £500 
million worth of extensions 
and improvements. They will 
never be beautiful places and 
are unlikely to win Michelin 
stars for their cuisine. But they 
represent a fundamental 
change in the way Britain 
provides for visitors from 
overseas and those of us who 
live here. 

I have often railed against 
the assumption that we can go 
on attracting more visitors 
each year without doing some¬ 
thing about our lack of airport 
capacity, affordable hotel 
rooms and the despoliation of 
the most popular attractions. 

But what we do have is a 
quite remarkable destination 
— the United Kingdom —■ with 
which foreigners seem 
delighted. They did. after all, 
spend £15 billion here last year 
and. despite the strengthening 
pound, millions more seem 
determined to come here on 
holiday. 

As this week’s Brit Awards 
showed, there is something 
about Britain which has a uni¬ 
versal appeal to young people 
seeking fun and excitement 
Then there are older people 
who want the calmness pro¬ 
vided by what roust be some of 
the finest countryside in the 
world or being in towns and 
cities redolent of centuries of 
history. 

Yet still the grass seems 
greener on the other side of the 
Channel or the Atlantic. Every 
year ten million Britons take 
a package holiday to swelter in 
the heal, eat indifferent food, 
dance to inferior bands play¬ 
ing British music, struggle 
with a foreign language and 
convince themselves that only 
by travelling abroad can they 
have a real holiday. 

Both political parties claim 
to have recognised the indus¬ 
try's importance to the econo¬ 
my and to be determined to 
help where they can. ! sug¬ 
gest. for a start, that they stop 
meekly accepting images 
which suggest that "abroad" 
is always better, and start 
shouting back: “Britain’s not 
bad either." 
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NEWS 


Labour maintains lead over Tories 

■ Labour retains a commanding opinion poll lead over the 
Tories with only nine weeks to go to the probable election day of 
May 1, and ahead of its expected victory in the Wirrai South by- 
election today. 

The MORI poll for The Times puts Labour on 52 per cent, 
down three points since late January, while the Tories have 
gained one point to 31 per cent No party has ever reversed such 
a big gap in so short a period before polling day. The liberal 
Democrats are unchanged on the month at 11 per cent Page 1 

Howard’s figures show ‘prison works’ 

■ Michael Howard, die Home Secretary, will next month 

unveil the fourth annual drop in recorded crime enabling the 
Government to enter the general election campaign on a strong 
law and order ticket_Page I 



Number cruncher 

Up to half a million 14-year-olds 
will come to dread die voice of 
Maggie Marsh as she demands a 
response within ten seconds to 
arithmetic questions_Page I 

Blair’s big breakfast 

Tony Blair will claim that Labour 
is winning the economic argu¬ 
ment as he addresses leaders of 
major companies at breakfast 
today-Page I 

Soames defiant 

Armed Forces Minister Nicholas 
Soames rejected Labour calls for 
his resignation after a damning 
MoD report revealed how his 
officials had caused him to mis- 
lead Parliament over GUlf War 
syndrome-Page 2 

Moynihan’s title 

Colin Moynihan beat the six- 
year-old son of a Hlipina belly- 
dancer in the legal battle to 
succeed the third Lord 
Moynihan-.-Page 3 

Tough on grammar 

Fourteen-year-olds will take their 
most exacting grammar tests for 
2S years in the Government's 
drive to ensure schools spend 
time teaching basics Page 4 

Child strangled 

The body of nine-yearold Ray¬ 
leigh Ward, missing since De¬ 
cember, has been found on a 
river bank- She had been stran¬ 
gled and may have been sexually 
assaulted-Page 5 


Bar defeats bid 

The Bar and the senior judiciary 
combined to kill off the Lord 
Chancellor's attempt to end bar¬ 
risters’ monopoly of jury 
trials____— Page 6 

MPs’ earning power 

The amount MPs earn from out¬ 
side interests appears to be in¬ 
versely related to their ability. 
With oily a few exceptions, the 
top-earning MPs are among its 
less talented members — Page 9 

Yeltsin’s gambit 

Moscow braced itself for a major 
reshuffle amid rumours that 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernom¬ 
yrdin could be ousted as Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin takes steps to 
reassert his grip-Page 13 

Fears at Lufthansa 

Lufthansa, the German airline, 
edged closer to a pilots’ strike. 
The pilots want more money and 
are uneasy about job security as 
the airline gears up for full priva¬ 
tisation this year__Page 12 

Vanunu plea rejected 

President Weizman ruled out any 
mercy for Mordechai Vanunu. 
saying the former nuclear techni¬ 
cian was a traitor_Page 14 

‘Hotel’ White House 

It has emerged that President 
Clinton was the driving force be¬ 
hind a plan to reward wealthy 
donors to his campaign with an 
invitation to stay at the “Hotel" 
White House_Page IS 



Lord Lloyd-Webber before the ceremony to introduce him into the Lords with his sponsors, the Lords Owen, left, and Palumbo. Page 1 


Rival camps: The honouring of 
Lord Bagri and Lord Paul shows 
how important the Asian vote will 
he in this election_ Page 17 
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Preview: Jack Davenport and Ju¬ 
liet Aubrey star in a tale or d®* 
ha pp y famines, Catherine Coob- 
son's ThtMbtkQTV, <*pm) Ravhur 
Lynne Truss on a Colourful look at 
an African veMtaWe.—..«, Page-’* 


Doubletrouble 

In the of innocaKe that preced¬ 
ed the splitting of the atom, scientif¬ 
ic knowledge was seen as a power, 
for good, its promise undtMJffed 

by the fears and ethical dilemmas 

tiiat have since crane crowding 


An Incomplete defence 

Procedure, as well as personnel. , 
has been found wanting ly thr : 
Mottntm report---PageW * 

Shaved bulls 

A sport that now matches heavy- - 
weight hating for sheer corruption 
and gimmickry is no longer that 
which moved Hemingway to his 



Inflation: Britain would comfort¬ 
ably beat a new target measure of 
consumer price inflation intro¬ 
duced yesterday by the European 
Union_Page 25 

Barclays: The high street bank 
failed in its attempts yesterday 
to buy back £300 million of 
its own shares on the 

stockmarket--Page 25 

Trade unions: The trade unions 
said yesterday that they were ready 
to take steps to minimise strikes 
and work in partnership with a 

new Government_Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 index fell 
15.4 points to close at 43293. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index rose 
from 9S.0 to 98.6 after a fall from 
$1.6342 to $1.6338 but a rise from 
DM2.7386 to DM2.7587.... Page 28 


Football: Roy Hodgson is to leave 
Internationale at The end of the 
season to become manager of 
Blackburn Rovers, whose attempts 
to sign Sven Goran Eriksson fell 
through last week_Page 48 

Rugby union: Five nations' champ¬ 
ionship matches played in Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland will continue 
to be broadcast fay the BBC for the 
next three years__Page 48 

Cricket England tied the third one- 
day international against New Zea¬ 
land in Napier after Darren Gough 
scrambled a bye from the final 
bail__ Page 46 

Racing: Richard Dunwoody has 
been chosen to replace the injured 
Adrian Maguire on three plum 
rides for the David Nicholson sta¬ 
ble at Cheltenham_Page 43 


Gangster wrap: Michael Caine 
talks about his “labour of love", a 
small role playing a dying gangster 
alongside his friend Jack Nichol¬ 
son in Blood and Wine _Page 36 

Portrait painter: Geoff Brown re¬ 
views the week’s big cinema re¬ 
leases, from Jane Campion’s The 
Portrait of a Lady, scarring Nicole 
Kidman, to Nicholas Hytner’s The 
Crucible ..Page 37 

Sensational Sixties: Classic dances 
by British bailers defining choreog¬ 
raphers. Frederick Ashton and 
Kenneth MacMillan, are revived 

by Birmingham —Page 38 

Gender benders: A woman plays 
King Lear in a show which fails to 
gel for other reasons, and The Slav* 
Drag tells a real-life story of a man 
with a 40-year sex secret ...Page 39 


Dr Thomas Stuttaford looks at the 
Government's guide to healthy eat¬ 
ing; HRTand preventing cataracts: 
does arthritis stop Alzheimer's?, 
and schizophrenia..-Page 16 


Ding ding: Trams are the success of 
die 1990s. Manchester is to build a 
line to its airport and other towns 

are studying schemes-Page 23 

Bargains of the week: Jamaica at a 
discount Amsterdam fra the young 
from £67 — and lots of Easter 
offers..Page 22 


Spears throw light on Man the hunter 

■ The world’s oldest hunting spears, dating back some 
400,000 years, have been found at a coal mine in Germany. 
The find destroys the argument of some scholars that modem 
Man began purposeful hunting less than 100.000 years ago. 
Bones found with the spears include those of extinct species of 
elephant, rhinoceros, bear, as well as red deer__Page 11 
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IN THE TIMES 

■ POP 

U2’s Pop is resource¬ 
ful, rewarding and 
intelligent—but 
is it a great album? 

■ SECOND DEGREE 
The Times postgradu¬ 
ate service; thousands of 
courses in the 36-page 
special supplement 


Timely tales: Peter Ackroyd studies 
time; Martin Bell on Western Is¬ 
lam; Karen Armstrong on a vision¬ 
ary apostle; Robert Slddeisky looks 
at a moral cure.. Pages 40,41 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

Public health expenditure is more 
or less the same in Britain and. 
other advanced countries. The. 
shortfall is ih.the.private sector.in 
the United Kingdom; that is only. 
about 15 per cent the size of the 
American. 70 per cent the size of the ^ 
European, and 27 per cent of the 

OECD average-Page IS 

MAGNUS UNKLATER 
Andrew ; Neil haff - promised that 
The Scotsman will remain conunit- 
ted to devolution. But if over the 
next few weeks he knocks away the 
pillars that support it, there may 
not be much of a structure toreo-. 
ommend to his readers when it 
comes to the vote-:-Past 18 


The Countess of Wicklow, former 
Irish Senator; Tony Willi ams, jazz 
drummer: Phyllis Dcakin. former 
Times reporter—..™_Page 21 




















Taking issue with the Chief Rabbi; 
too many EU rules; struggle to 
fond museum award; myth of job 
insecurity; wreck of the slave ship: 
animal traps: Beatrix Potter: Dick¬ 
ens statue---Page 19 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weatfear- Al regions 0310 444 910 
UK Roads .M ration* 0330401410 
M* M25 0330 401 740 

H25 and Unit Roads 0336401 747 

National Mount's 0336 401740 

Contine n tal Slope 0336401 910 

CtonteJ craning 0330 401 388 

Mot ori ng in I te t h row 

& Gatwldi airports 0336 407 SOS 

Weather by Fax OHsMton* 

Did 0336 Mowed by area natter front year fin 
teConr 4ICIM Senbnd 416 340 

W!Um 41613S Mitel 416 341 

MUMs 416 336 London 416 342 

EntAntfk] 416237 

N-Wnt 416138 

N.E« 416 339 pta, *16 397 

Mattes Marine 

Miora Uut hmn 416398 

World City Weather &j»Matog» 
153 destination* world wide 
6 day forecast 

by Phone dal 0336411216 

fay Pax (Index page) 0336 416133 

M otori n g 

Europe Country by County 0336401 685 
European fuel ana 0336 401 886 


Se a po rt vdorteadon 
Dnneybnd Paris 
Le Shuttle 


0336 401 S8S 
0336 401 886 
0336401 887 
0336 401 882 
0336 401 409 
0336 401 89S 


□ General: England and Wales: 
many places will have a dear, frosty 
start Cloud already streaming into 
Cornwall and Pembrokeshire will 
quickly spread north and east 
bringing rain to Wales, the West 
Midlands and northern England, 
although perhaps not the far north¬ 
east by midday. The afternoon will 
see the rain clearing. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland: a 
dry, dear frosty start wDI quickly give 
way to cloud. Rain already fn the 
west of the province will spread 
rapidly eastwards to all parts, 
reaching Aberdeenshire and Shet¬ 
land by evening. Heavy rain is likely 
as well as snow on hills. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, Midlands, E 
England, Channel Isles, SW Eng¬ 
land, Central N: frosty start. 
Becoming cloudy, staying mainly 
dry; brighter later. Winds moderate, 
southwest Mild. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Wales, NW England, Lake 


District, NE England: rather 
cloudy, rain spreading from south¬ 
west, sleet in places. Brighter later. 
Wind strong, southerly. Mild. Max 
IOC (50F). 

□ Isle of Man, Borders, Edin¬ 
burgh & Dundee, SW Scotland, 
Glasgow, Central Highlands, Ar¬ 
gyll, NW Scotland: frosty start then 
heavy rain spreading from south¬ 
west. Snow in places; patchy rain 
later. Winds strong to gale, south¬ 
erly. Cold. Max8C(46FT- 

□ Aberdeen, Morey Rrfh, NE 
Scotland, Orkney, Shetland: dear 
and frosty. Sunny morning. Cloud¬ 
ing, rain in afternoon, clearing later. 
Winds strong to gale, southerly. 
Mild. Max 7C (45F). 

□ Northern Ireland: cloudy and 
wet, becoming patchier and drier. 
Winds strong to gale, south to 
southwest Cold. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Outlook: wet tomorrow; brighter 
on Saturday. 
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\AA\ Car reports by fax 

new and uaad car report* from 
the AA menu of 195 can 0336 416 399 

Dal from four fax handset. 
rou may Km comb to pafi r a c Ka mode 


showers 

Lightning 


13 Temperature 


Wind speed 


Changes to chart batow from noon: lows Q and R wffl glide NE, their central pressure Tittle 
changed; low S wff drift SE. central pressure steady; high A wffl move dockwlse and daeflna 
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6.50 am 


k. Moontes 

MB 8.49 am 
Lut quarter March 2 


Sunset* London 5 37 pm » 648 am 
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Wntasoh 5.43 pm to 707 an 
Moon rises Man ches ter 6.43 pm to 6 S0 am 

IW pm Penzance 6 01 pm n 7 08 am 
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Gordon Brown 
sells Labour to our 
economics editor 
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Pace in 
second 
warning 
as chief 
departs 

ByEricReguly 


PACE Micro Technology, 
the TV. set-top box maker, 
was plunged into turmoil 
yesterday when it issued 
its second profits warning 
in less than a month and 
announced that Baity 
Rubeiy, the joint chief 
executive, had departed 
because of friction created 
by his management style. 

The warning sent the 
shares diving to 86p, down 
71p. Pace has now tost half 
its £369 minion market 
value since its flotation last 
summer at 172p a share. 

Peter Morgan, chair¬ 
man, said that Mr 
Rubery’s departure had 
nothing to do with the 
strategic direction of Pace 
or its sagging order book. 
He said: "We are talking 
about fundamental and 
irreconcilable differences 
in management style.” 

Mr Rubety, who helped 
to launch P&ce in 1982with 
David Hood, the other 
half of the chief executive 
team, could not he readied 
for com m ent He has re¬ 
signed all his positions 
and is not thought to have 
accepted another job. 

Mr Rubery soW-shares 
worth £45 million at foe 
time of foe Pace flotation. 

which cut his stake from 26 
per cent to just under 10 
per cent In foe last finan¬ 
cial you; he earned 
£392.000 in salary, perfor¬ 
mance bonus ami benefits. 

Mr Morgan said that no 
decisions nave been made 
on Mr Rubery’s exit pack¬ 
age. His compensation, if 
any. will be revealed in 
Pace’s annual report in. 
August or September. 

Pace said that the profit 
warning was triggered by 
continued uncertainties 
about laundi dates for var¬ 
ious satellite broadcasting 
services around the world, 
notably m Brazil, Mexico 
and Italy. As a result 
second-half profits are ex¬ 
pected to be “no better" 
than those in foe first half 

investors were also dis¬ 
appointed that Pace has 
had no orders for digital 
set-top boxes from BSkyB, 
the satpllj te‘ broadcaster 
that is 40 per cent owned 
by News Internationa!, 
owner of The Times. 
BSkyB, however, has yet 
to place any firm orders 
with any set-top box mak¬ 
er. “We don't know any- 
lhiug that indicates we wul 
be excluded from foe Sky 
order,” Mr Morgan said. 

Pace earlier this month 
said order forecasts in some 
markets had been too high. 
Mr Morgan said Pace's 
foiling was judging clients’ 
forecasts uncritically. 


ANORg CAMARA 



Sir Richard Evans, chief executive of BAe, which is in a strong position with a record order book of £19.4 billion at the end of last year 

BAe confident of single 



By Oliver August 

BRITISH Aerospace; me of 
Britain’s leading exporters, 
is convinced that the next 
government win join a Euro¬ 
pean single currency,-, ir¬ 
respective of who wins foe 
general election. 

Sir Richard Evans, chief 
executive, said foe main polit¬ 
ical parties were striking 
Eura-sceptical notes to ap¬ 
pease fringe supporters, but 
remain committed to securing 
British membership of mone¬ 
tary union. 

He said: "What’S going on 
at the moment is politics. 
There is no question about 
Britain not joining. The Lab¬ 
our position and the Tory 
position will be the same after 


foe election because the driv¬ 
ers are foe same.” 

BAe and other exporters 
have been lobbying for British 
membership that would iron 
out exchange rate fluctuations 
and help to reduce fbe finan¬ 
cial risks of selling products to 
foreign dioits. 

BAe’s defence business is 
particularly sensitive to fluctu¬ 
ations of European currendes. 
While civilian aircraft are 
priced in dollars, military 
aircraft are billed in the cur¬ 
rencies in which the costs have 
been incurred. 

Sir Richard dismissed sug¬ 
gestions that a merger with 
GEC was secretly being pre¬ 
pared. He emphasised BAe"s 
commitment to driving for¬ 
ward the consolidation of foe 


European aerospace and de¬ 
fence industry as a whole. 

Although Labour is commit¬ 
ted to undertaking a defence 
policy review, BAe expects no 
major changes and said that if 
elected labour-may offer new 
opportunities. Industry ob¬ 
servers vjew the party as more 
sympathetic to large-scale 
mergers, such as the BAe- 
GEC deal under discussion. 

BAe* 1996 financial results, 
announced yesterday, show a 
bu§e cash pile of £726 million, 
which would make a frontal 
assault by BAe cm GEC at 
least possible, even though 
such a move is still more likely 
to happen in reverse. 

The full-year results show 
that BAe is in a stronger 
position than it has been lor 


years. The order book stood at 
a record £19.4 billion cm 
December 31. Profits from 
defence sales, which make up 
two-thirds of BAe* business, 
have risen further, while the 
once huge losses in commer¬ 
cial aerospace have been al¬ 
most eliminated. 

Pre-tax profits rose from 
E234 million to £425 million. 
Earnings per share stood at 
67.lp. compared with 27.4p. 
The dividend, due to be paid 
on June 2. rose to 15.625p from 
LZJsp. The profit increase was 
driven by the defence busi¬ 
ness, where sales were up 18 
per cent to £5.4 billion and pre¬ 
tax profits rose 14 per cent to 
£553 million. 

The group said: “The trend 
towards more sophisticated 


and cost-effective programmes 
is placing increased emphasis 
on prime contracting and sys¬ 
tem integration skills." The 
group is the prime contractor 
in most of the major deals it is 
involved in. 

BAe said that the market 
for large commercial aircraft 
bad improved strongly and 
further growth was expect¬ 
ed. The demand for regional 
jet airliners had also Im¬ 
proved, while the regional 
turboprop airliner market 
remained poor. 

The group did not rule out 
shutting down its turboprop 
operations at Prestwick. Air- 
bus, in which BAe is a 20 per 
cent partner, won firm or¬ 
ders for 301 planes last year, 
compared wkh 87 in 3995. 


Strong 
pound 
still has 
to hit 
exports 

Byalasdajr Murray 


THE TRADE deficit nar¬ 
rowed unexpectedly in De¬ 
cember, according to figures 
published yesterday, suggest¬ 
ing that the rise in sterling has 
not yei hurt exporters. 

The global trade deficit de¬ 
clined from £1.04 billion in 
November to £854 million in 
December, against market ex¬ 
pectations of a El.i billion gap. 

The deficit with non-EU 
countries in January also 
showed an improvement, fall¬ 
ing from £640 million to £400 
million, as export volumes 
showed a record 13 per cent 
monthly rise after foiling 65 
per cent in December. 

The full-year figures showed 
a widening of the deficit to £125 
billion from £11.6 billion in 
1995. This is the fourteenth 
consecutive year that the coun¬ 
try has run a trade deficit 

The improvement was prin¬ 
cipally driven by strong oil 
exports, which produced a sur¬ 
plus of E700 million, compared 
with £400 million the previous 
month — the highest surplus 
for ten years. But the underly¬ 
ing deficit rose to £1.94 billion 
from £156 billion—the largest 
gap In more than six years. 

Economists said the figures 
suggested that most exporters 
were holding prices to main¬ 
tain volumes and that as a 
consequence the rise in ster¬ 
ling was yet to bite. The trade 
deficit is also likely to be 
flattered in the next few 
months as import prices fall 
more sharply than export 
prices because of the impact of 
the pound. Import prices de¬ 
clined 25 per cent in the fourth 
quarter, compared with a fall 
of 15 per cent in export prices. 

Most economists believe 
that the trade gap will start to 
widen later in the year as ex¬ 
port volumes continue to slow. 
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Pru battle 

Prudential Corporation, one 
of five bidders for Scottish 
Amicable; said it is still 
considering whether to 
amend its £1.9 billion offer for 
foe mutual Insurer ahead of 
tomorrow's deadline. 

Page 26 

Commercial Union, page 30 

Atonement 

The chairman of Sumitomo 
Corporation has resigned to 
atone for the $26 billion of 
losses suffered on copper 
trading. 

Page 30. Pennington 27 


Barclays buyback suffers setback 



By Robert Miller, banking correspondent 


Taylor, encouraged 


THE bid by Barclays to return 
excess capital to its sharehold¬ 
ers through a buyback scheme 
hit an unexpected snag yester¬ 
day. The bank mopped up a 
mere nine million shares for 
£100 millim. 

Barclays, which last week 
reported a 13 per cent rise in 
annual pre-tax profits to E2.4 
trillion, had set aside up to £300 
million for the present buy back 
with a possible £200 millian 
more id came during the year. 
Taking into account previous 
buybacks. Bard ays has now 
returned more than Q trillion 
of capita! to shareholders. 

In an intense two-and-a-half 
hour trading period yesterday 
BZW. the investment banking 
arm of Barclays, together with 
Cazenove, foe broker, man¬ 


aged to buy back nine million 
shares at 1337J27p each. 

Two reasons were offered 
for the bank’s lack of success. 
One was that foe institutions 
wanted to get as high a price 
as possible for selling their 
shares while the bank wanted 
to be seen as bring “prudent” 
with shareholders money. 

A more likely explanation, 
however, is that special tax 
breaks for buybacks are no 
longer available having been 
scrapped last autumn. The 
slow take-up yesterday has 
implications for cither com¬ 
panies taking the same route. 

Shares of Bardays dosed at 
£1127. up 5p. The buyback is 
the bank’s fourth repurchase 
of shares, but differs from pre¬ 
vious ones in that BZW and 


brokers Cazenove are buying 
the shares as principals rather 
than as agents for the compa¬ 
ny. Accordingly, normal UK 
tax rules for selling shares in 
foe market will generally app¬ 
ly, rather than special rules 
which apply to direct repurch¬ 
ase of shares by a company. 

Martin Taylor, chief execu¬ 
tive of Barclays, said: “It is 
encouraging in many ways 
that there are not enough 
sellers of the shares at the 
current price to enable us to 
complete our planned pur¬ 
chase. We remain committed 
to returning capital to our 
shareholders and shall be 
looking to buy further shares 
as appropriate” 
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(Unions lay claim to future 
role as partners in power 


By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 
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TRADE unions said yesterday 
that they .were ready to take 
steps to minimise strikes arid 
work in partnership with a 
new Government. 

Their offer, welcomed by 
business leaders, was nomi¬ 
nally directed at any incoming 
govemmenL Union leaders 
said they looked forward to 
working with an administra¬ 
tion that faced the “massive 
task" of repairing the “dam¬ 
age done” to Britain over the 
last 18 years and one that was 
not hostile to unions. 

The TUC*s governing gener¬ 
al council yesterday approved 
a pre-efectfon statement of 

priorities for government on 
behalf of Britain^ 7-3 million 
union members, ft offers a 
partnership aimed at improv¬ 
ing foe UK'S economic effici¬ 
ency, Industrial competiti¬ 


veness and workplace 
fairness. 

i- Insisting thlax unions would 
now be part of the. solution, 
rather than part of the prob¬ 
lem, the TUCs 25-page, state¬ 
ment tailed Partners for 
Progress, is a thorough rejec¬ 
tion of many of the unions' 
policy positions taken in previ¬ 
ous general elections. 

It endorses policies that 
would lead to steady and 
stable economic growth and a 
“tight control" of inflation; 
stressing that good quality 
and secure jpbs require com¬ 
panies that are “prosperous, 
profitable and competitive'?. 

The TUC specifically turns 
away from pay as a priority to 
jobs, seeing employment as 
central to any partnership 
with a new government — 
though it goes beyond Labour 


when it sets cut as a medium- 
term economic objective of a 
“return to full and lair employ¬ 
ment". The unions also go 
beyond Labour’s plans for a 
Low Pay Commission, recom¬ 
mending a statutory mini¬ 
mum wage level They float 
the idea of holding “wider 
discussions" on foe economy, 
inducting debate about the 
“use of resources and foe need 
to ensure that growth, includ¬ 
ing of incomes, is in line with 
what the country can afford*". 

While TUC leaders explicit¬ 
ly rejected any talk of old-style 
incomes policies with an in¬ 
coming government. . they 
hinted at new bargaining ar¬ 
rangements for . public sector 
employees. The Confederation 
of British Industry welcomed 
foe TUC. document, with 
reservations. 


Britain surpasses 
EU inflation target 


By aiasdair Murray 


KENNETH CLARKE and 
Gordon Brown may be 
squabbling about who is bet¬ 
ter equipped to tackle infla¬ 
tion but, according to a new 
measure of inflation bring 
introduced by the European 
Union, both men would cur¬ 
rently meet tire 25 per cent 
target with ease. 

The harmonised index of 
consumer prices (HICP), 
which was published for foe 
first time yesterday, placed 
annual inflation in January at 
22 per cent — vrefl below the 
official UK headline figure of 
25 per cent. The Chancellor 
immediately hailed the new 
figure as evidence that the 
inflation target Is being met 
’'steadily and surely*. 

The EU measure has been 
developed to allow a better 
comparison of inflation rates 
and to determine the inflation 


convergence criteria for a 
single currency. 

The HICP is lower than the 
retail price index (RPI) nor¬ 
mally used in Britain because 
it excludes measures of own- 
eroccupier bousing and 
council tax — both, historical¬ 
ly, prtme to inflation. The 
HICP also includes measures 
not in the RPI, such as 
personal computers, new cars 
and air fores. 

The Office for National Sta¬ 
tistics, which prepared the new 
inflation figure for die EU, 
was quick to emphasise yester¬ 
day that foe new measure was 
not intended to be used by 

S titirians looking to improve 
ir inflation track record, or 
by companies keen to keep 
dawn annual pay deals. It said 
that RPI remains the best 
indicator of the UK’S consumer 
price inflation. 
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Job growth 
by Jabil in 
Scotland 

A US firm is creating 500 
jobs by expanding of its 
operations in Scotland's 
"silicon glen” 

Jabil Circuit, which 
makes circuit boards for 
computers, is investing £2) 
million in its operations at 
Livingston. At present, it 
employs 500 people at 
plants m Livingston and 
nearby Bathgate. 

A new facility currently 
being built in Livingston 
will employ a total of1,000. 
It is to be opened this 
summer. Staff from exist¬ 
ing plants will move there. 
Jabil opened its base in 
Scotland four years ago. 

Inveresk gain 

More stable pulp prices 
pulled Inveresk. the paper 
producer, back into profit 
to offset a £2.78 million 
loss in the first half of 1996. 
The company made a 
second-half pre-tax profit 
of £528 million — its best 
for any six-month period. 
However. Full-year pre-tax 
profits were £25 million, 
down from £8.29 million. 
The dividend is held at 
5.79p. with a final 3-S6p. 

Mayflower up 

Mayflower, the vehicle 
bodies producer, lifted pre¬ 
tax profits to £17.9 million. 
from £7.1 mfllion. last year. 
A £4.8 million restructur¬ 
ing helped margins to rise 
from 7.7 per cent to 8.7 as 
two US operations were 
integrated. A I5p final 
dividend makes 225p (2p). 

Wife costs job 

Louis De Bievre. a director 
of ABN Amro, the biggest 
bank in The Netherlands, 
has resigned because his 
wife, in 1992. traded in a 
company's shares while 
aware of information based 
upon remarks fay him. 

Brewin ahead 

Pre-tax profits of Brewin 
Dolphin, the stockbroker 
and fund manager, rose by 
19 per cent to £5 million, 
last year. The total divi¬ 
dend rises to Sp. from 7p. 
with a final 55p. The 
improvement came in 
spite of costs of adapting 
to Crest share settlement 



bid for Scottish Amicable 


By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


PRUDENTIAL Corporation 
said yesterday it was still con¬ 
sidering whether to amend its 
£1.9 biiuon bid for Scottish Am¬ 
icable, the mutual life insurer, 
before tomorrow's deadline. 

Sir ftler Davis, chief execu¬ 
tive of Prudential, said the 
company had **a respected 
brand name and significant 
presence in the independent 
financial adviser market in the 
UK and. if successful, the ac¬ 
quisition would enhance our 
core UK operations”. 

Five bidders have signed 
confidentiality agreements al¬ 
lowing them access to Scottish 
Amicable’s financial details. 
NatWest has dropped out and 
the remaining parties include 
Prudential, Abbey National 
and AMP of Australia. Sir 
Peter said that although the 
Scottish Amicable bid was a 
priority, he was still interested 
in buying a building society. 
But he believed societies were 
currently at “a high price”. 

Prudential’s full-year results, 
out yesterday, show that the 
group has plenty of spare cash 
to fund its acquisition pro¬ 
gramme. The sale of Merc¬ 
antile & General to Swiss Re 
last year helped to push pre-tax 
profit up 14 per cent to E69! 
million, leaving the insurer 
with El.l billion net cash. 

The profit on the M&G Re 
disposal came to E766 million 
and Prudential has decided to 
increase the total dividend 
payable to shareholders by 10 
per cent to 17.3p per share. 

Prudential said talks with 
the Department of Trade and 


Industry over the distribution 
of its surplus “orphan" assets 
were continuing. Jonathan 
Bloomer, group finance direc¬ 
tor. said he did not believe the 
DTI's recent agreement with 
Britannic Assurance over or¬ 
phans would set a preredent 
‘Every case is different and we 
are still going forward with 
our talks.” be said. 

Overall, single premium 
sales were almost 70 per cent 
ahead of 19% and regular 
premium products were up 13 
per cent. In Prudential UK, 
operating profit from the in¬ 
surance business rose 8 per 
cent to £398 million. Sales of 
savings and investment prod¬ 
ucts were 71 per cent ahead at 
£3.6 billion for single premi¬ 
ums and 8 per cent up at £303 
million for regular premiums. 

Prudential Banking, which 
was launched in October, cost 
£54 million to set up. and Mr 
Bloomer said it was not likely 
to make a profit until 1999. 

Jackson National Life, Pru¬ 
dential's US operation, lifted 
profit 35 per cent to $512 mil¬ 
lion. There was a $30 million 
improvement after an unusu¬ 
ally high payment in 1995 to a 
US Investors' compensation 
scheme was not repeated. 

Prudential also said it was 
adding a record £1.9 billion of 
bonuses to its UK customers' 
policies. Total bonus rates on 
savings products are being 
maintained at 325 per rent, 
while total bonus rates credit¬ 
ed to personal pensions have 
been increased 025 points to 
9.75 per rent. 



Jonathan Bloomer, left, and Sir Peter Davis reported a 14 per cent advance In profits 


NAO praises sale 
of residual shares 


By Adam Jones 


THE Government’s handling 
of the sale of its leftover 
privatisation shareholdings 
has been praised by the Nat¬ 
ional Audit Office (NAO). 

After the major privatisa¬ 
tions of the 1980s and 1990s. 
the Treasury was left with 
minority -shareholdings in 
more than 30 privatised com¬ 
panies. The portfolio was 
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worth about £1.1 billion in 

1995. Under the advice of N M 
Rothschild & Sons, sales to 
bolster privatisation receipts 
began with the disposal of 
£514 million of BP shares in 
December 1995. 

BAA shares worth £145 
million were sold in January 

1996, followed by £15 million 
in British Airways stocks. 

Sales of several minor hold¬ 
ings boosted the proceeds to 
£675 million for the 1995% 
financial year and residual 
shares in utility companies an 
extra £99 million in April and 
June 1996. 

The NAO said the Govern¬ 
ment realised "good” to “ex¬ 
ceptional” value in the sales, 
despite the inherent risk of 
share prices falling when the 
market spies a big seller. 


Two charged 
with money 
laundering 

TWO Italian nationals have 
appeared before the City of 
London Magistrates' Court ‘ 
charged with money laun¬ 
dering offences. 

Sergeant Charles Owen, 
of the City of London 
Police: said Nicola Rocco, 
62, and Gnisqjpe Rocco, 
32, his son, both of 
Avellina Italy, face charges 
relating to the control of. 
and attempted transfer of, 
more than £250,000 held in 
a City bank account 
It is alleged that the cash 
is the proreeds of a fraud 
and was held in a company 
account under the name of 
RGL 

The two men, who were 
arrested after an investiga¬ 
tion by the Finanrial Inves¬ 
tigation Unit, were 
remanded in custody until 
next Monday. 


Fight is urged on 
investors’ rights 


By Robert Miller 


THE multibillion-pound 
rights issue market, by which 
UK companies raise cash, 
yesterday dominated the 
opening day of a pension, fund 
conference For managers of 
£370 billion of assets. . 

Graham Allen, chairman of 
the investment committee of 
the National Association of 
Pension Fluids (NAPF), told 
delegates at Eastbourne that 
they should fight to safeguard 
shareholders’ rights before 
agreeing to changes in the 
rights issue market Reforms 
have been proposed by the 100 
Group of finance directors of 
Britain’s top companies. 

The 100 Group argues that 
costs of rights issues, generally 
reckoned to be 2 per rent of 
funds raised, could be cut by 


introducing a book-building 
process. This idea, widely 
used in the US, involves com¬ 
panies -making presentations 
to existing shareholders and 
potential new investors, with 
those wishing to participate 
then indicating how much of. 
the issue they will take up. 

The NAPF fears that big^ 
and small investors alike may - 
lose “pre-emptive rights" now 
protected by the Companies 
Act. which says existing share¬ 
holders must have first refusal 
on rights issue subscriptions. 

Mr Allen said: "We arenot 
yet convinced that book¬ 
building will, in ail cases, 
prove to be a cheaper method 
of capital raising." 
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Non-executive board pay up 25% 


By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 


apricot 

FT120Q'. 



NON-EXECUTIVE directors 
are now earning up to an 
average of £25.000 per direc¬ 
torship. a rise of up to 25 per 
rent on fees a year ago. 
according to new boardroom 
research findings today. 

The survey of remuneration 
by Monks Partnership, the 
boardroom pay specialists, 
shows that among the small¬ 
est and largest financial sector 
companies, non-executive fees 


have risen by one quarter over 
the past year. They have risen 
in the smallest industrial com¬ 
panies too, although in larger 
industrial firms the fee rise is 
smaller, at about 9 per cent. 

Fees for industrial and fi¬ 
nancial companies with turn¬ 
over in excess of £1 billion rose 
to £24.000 and £25,000 respec¬ 
tively. according to the Monks 
surrey of more than 200 
companies. However, the sur¬ 


vey shows, too, that some 10 
per rent of foe companies 
examined made no increase in 
non-executive director fees be¬ 
tween 1996 and 1997. 

A Government-backed in¬ 
quiry into boardroom pay, 
headed by Sir Richard 
Greenbury, chairman of 
Marks & Spencer, recom¬ 
mended that executive direc¬ 
tors no longer sat on board 
remuneration committees, but 


the Monks study shows that in 
18 per rent of firms, they still 
do — although that number is 
down from a quarter. 

In 46 per cent of industrial 
and 54 per cent of financial 
companies, remuneration 
committees are now setting 
pay at below board ieveL most 
commonly to posts sucb as 
those reporting directly to 
chief executives and heads of 
subsidiary firms. 


Drugs company in 
need of a tonic 

PHARMACIA AND UPJOHN, the drugs company formed 
through a $13 billion merger of American and Swedish 
companies in 1995, yesterday reported a fall in net profit to 
- $562 mfllion last year, from $739. million, because of merger 
costs and other non-recurring items. The company, which is 
run from corporate headquarters in London, said fourth 
quarter framing s were $226 mflljion after non-recumng 
items, romparecTwitfr $38 million in 1995. . 

The company said that'in the full year non-recumng items 
totalled $436 mfllion, up from $201 mzlhtxi in 1995. Before 
non-recurring items the. 1996 net profit was $998 million, up 

• slightly from $940 million in 1995. Jan Ekberg. acting 
president and chief executive, said: “We were satisfied with 
our faurth-qbarter earnings per share. However, margin 
improvements were not up to expectations, and we have 
many challenges ahead.” Last year, net sales rose 3 per cent 
to $7.18 billion, from $6.95 billion. The strengthening of the 
dollar, particularly against the Japanese yen. reduced the net 
sales by about 2 per cent, the company said. 

Fraud detection survey 

COMPANY finance .directors want external auditors to do 
more to detect fraud within their organisations, a new survey 
shows today. The poll by Reed Accountancy Personnel, the 
recruitment firm, found that companies want auditors to 
develop a greater understanding of foe business and offer 
advice on how.controls could be improved. David Callaghan, 
a Reed director, said: “The public see external audit as a 
guarantee that no fraud exists- within an organisation 
whereas, in reality, this is not the case. Many organisations 
would like to see more done by external auditors to detect 
fraud but rally as long as the additional wort: created hy such 

• a move was contained within current fee scales.” 

Guardearly winding-up 

THE Department of Trade and Industry has- successfully 
applied to the courts for a provisional winding-up order to be 
issued against Guardearly Ltd. trading as Freedom 
International, a money circulation scheme'. Hundreds of 
investors were persuaded to part with a signing-on fee of 
£2.600 and recoup their outlay by recruiting other members. 
Michael Pugh, foe Official Receiver, has been appointed as 
provisional liquidator to the scheme, which was based in 
Stoke-on-Trent, until a foil hearing on April 9. 

Towiy Law trims losses 

TO WRY LAW, the independent finanrial adviser, reduced 
pretax losses to £1.1 million from £1.4 million in foe half year 
to December 31. Turnover rose 12 per-cent to £7.86 million. 
Costs, however, increased 6 per cent to £9.05 mfllion as a 
result of additional recruitment, training and marketing - 
activities. There is again no interim dividend. The company 
also increased the amount set aside to cover costs associated 
with foe pension transfer and opt cut review in the wake of 
the mis-sdling scandal by £100.000 to £500.000. 


JLI approach 


JLI, the food processing and snacks company, has been 
approached by at least one potential bidder, it revealed 
yesterday. Die news caused its shares to jump 25 per rent 
from 56p to 70p. The company announced in November that 
it would dose Tee Gee Snacks, tile nut company based in 
Leeds, after the subsidiary made an operating loss of £1-6 
mfllion in the first half. Thecompany set aside £92 million to 
cover the closure; including £4.9 million in goodwill write¬ 
offs, sending it into the red with an £8il million pre-tax loss. 

Fall for Frank Usher 

DISAPPOINTING early orders for Frank Usher's autumn- 
winter women’s wear collection hit profits and sales in foe six 
months to November 30. Pre-tax profits fell 7.9 per cent to 
£LQ5 million on turnover which was 4 per cent lower at £1054 
million. Earnings fell 115 percent to9.7p a share (lip), but the 
interim dividend is- held at 4p, payable on April 3. 
Christopher Norland, chairman, said increased orders for 
the new spring-summer collection meant that profit for foe 
whole of foe year should at least equal last year*. 
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Kererthere was a demonstratkm of the sheer technological aright of Mitsubishi, it’s the new Apricot 
IT1200 server. Because nothing can touch it for overall specification at - or anywhere near - the price. 

fa the first place, because the Apricot FTI200 boasts Intel's 200Mte i^um Pro pro<»ss(k 
M ^*^^te *********** F ^ 1200 ^««■»' ** End**;perfonnanceairi 

normally found m high-level servers for the price of some desktops. 

Like ultra-wide SCSL Like lockable fixed disks. Like the ability to spread data across a number of hard 
drives or even confignre one disk as a “hotspare” to automatically take over from a failed disk. 

In fact, spec for spec the FT1200 trounces the “equivalent" models from Compaq, nrfl, Wp ^ tr m . 
Which, when you think about it, doeaa[t make them very "equi vaknt” . 
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□ Next move Ladbroke’s in casinos bid □ Barclay? buyback fails to find favour □ Will Lang go for Lloyd’s chairmanship? 


gWHILE if may bea lorffi while 
before any of tbein win a Queen's 
Award for Export Achievement, 
tne casinos of London are well 
versed at helping the country’s 
balance of payments fry separat¬ 
ing the world's super-rich from 

their money. 

Very soon one of the big. 
players in upmarket casinos, 
London Clubs International, will 
publish its offer'document for 
another. Capital Corporation. 
The assumption on the stock 
market, and one that is keeping 
Capital’s shares ahead of the 
value of London's offer, is that 
this wifi spark a bidding war, 
with another high-roller. 
Lad broke, coming in with its 
own offer. 

But Ladbroke may be playing 
for rather higher stakes, accord¬ 
ing to some intriguing specula¬ 
tion circulating in the City. There 
are seven duos at the top end of 
the market, the kind frequented 
by high-rollers such as Kerry 
Packer or the Sultan of BruneL 
Between them, London and Cap¬ 
ital own four. 

In any other industry this 
would nave the Office of Fair 
Trading screaming monopoly 
before the wheel had stopped 
spinning. But there are several 
reasons why a reference to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission looks out of the question. 
An MMC inquiry in 1983 found 
no problems with a potential 


Wheel of good fortune 


brin: 



,11 out of 19 of all 
. ton clubs, induding the 
more downmarket ones, under 
one roof; should London buy 
Capital this would consolidate 
nine out of a total of 21. 

This-is a 
ket 
Mr 

money with Atlantic City, 
Cannes, Las Vegas or anywhere 
else a private jet can reach. These 
are all private members chibs, 
providing a distinctly unessen¬ 
tial service; and whatever your 
monopoly you cannot affect the 
odds on the wheel or the table. 

Take this argument to its 
logical conclusion, and there is 
no reason why Ladbroke should 
not acquire both London and 
Capital together. This might not 
play well with some of (he high- 
rollers, but the global casinos 
market is consofiaating rapidly. 
An example is the $65 billion 
hostile bid from Ladbroke’s US 
partner Hilton Hotels for ITT, 
driven in part by Hilton’s desire 
to acquire the latter’s Caesars 
World casinos. 

Hilton is keen on gaming, 
Ladbroke on hotels—if wifi take 
control of 22 more of these if the 


ITT purchase by Hilton goes 
through. Any Ladbroke play for 
London casinos could involve 
help from Hilton, so cementing 
the alliance further. 

One further tangle. ITT held 
merger talks with Ladbroke a 
year ago, and some Wall Street 
analysts think a hostile bid for 
the British group could provide a 
“poison piD” defence. Hilton wifi 
be aUovred to buy as much as 20 
per cent in March, after the 
British group’s figures for 1996 
are released. Either outcomes 
would be good for Ladbroke’s 
share price. Faltes vos jeux, 
mesdames et messieurs, faites 
vos jeux. 

Ataxiiig 

question 

□ WHEN the Chancellor moved 
to dose the tax loophole that 
rewarded tax-exempt sharehold¬ 
ers disproportionately from 
share buybacks and special divi¬ 
dends, he cannot have expected 
to kill such schemes stone dead. 
But the response of traders to the 
Barclays buyback yesterday sug- 
companies with surplus 


Pennington 





cash may have to think again 
about handing it hack to their 
shareholders. 

It also confirms those sus¬ 
picions many of us had voiced 
that the buyback and special 
dividend windfalls seen over the 
past couple of years—more than 
E7 billion last year alone — have 
been largely tax-driven, rather 
than aimed at handing back 
surplus funds to the people who 
actually own it, the shareholders. 

The argument went thus. 
Rather than spending money on 
unproven acquisitions and other 
corporate foolishness, moves 
that so alien go wrong and 
destroy shareholder value, com¬ 
panies would slim themselves 
down to operate with wily as 
much spare cash as they needed. 


The argument was given 
added impetus by low interest 
rates, which meant money could 
be borrowed at, say 6 to 8 per 
cent while the cost of equity was 
running atl2 to 14 per cent Gear 
up, and allow shareholders to 
invest the money spun off where 
they wanted, and everyone bene¬ 
fited. Cash-rich utilities had an 
extra motive, because otherwise 
a Labour government might do 
the slimming for them, by means 
of a utility tax. 

The problem was tax. Broadly, 
as tax-exempt funds, most City 
institutions had done belter than 
taxpayers because they could 
claim tax credits unavailable to 
the latter. They could still main¬ 
tain their holdings in the com¬ 
panies By buying the shares back 
m the market the next day. This 
looked like a hidden subsidy 
from the Exchequer, which is 
why the Inland Revenue had 
wanted the loophole closed; it 
also cut against the basic prin¬ 
ciple that all shareholders should 
be treated equally. 

We cannot say until the next 
buyback founders, if it does, 
whether such schemes have 
reached the end of the mad, or 


whether, as Barclays claims, this 
is the market's vote of confidence 
on the excellence of its equity. 
Until then the jury is still out 

Attractions of an 
autumn election 

D THE genera] election is excit¬ 
ing rather less attention over at 
the crumbling towers of Lloyd’s 
of London than a rather smaller 
vote later in die year. Some form 
of external regulation seems 
inevitable whoever wins in May. 
But the result of the election 
could have an impact on who 
puts themselves forward for the 
chairmanship of Lloyd's. 

The £450,000 salary could 
persuade one or two MPs turfed 
out of safeish seats to risk 
rejection for the second time in 
the space of six months. There is 
no natural insider with the dout 
to stand up to the names and to 
tiie growing battalions of cor¬ 
porate investors. 

Spencer Stuart; the head¬ 
hunter, has been recruited to 
thin out a very long list from the 
great and good outside Lloyd’s. 
The preferred man, and there are 


not many women contenders, 
will stand for election in the 
autumn, once the shortlist has 
been presented to Lloyd’s a few 
weeks after the election. The 
ideal candidate will be late 50s. 
early 60s, respected in the City, a 
working name, with an under¬ 
standing of the market and used 
to a rough ride from the voters, 
in this case the 1,626 working 
names. 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade and former 
Lloyd’s underwriter, could easily 
became a working name again to 
qualify. He will be celebrating 
his 57th birthday at about the 
time the preferred candidate is 
selected. He also handily side¬ 
stepped the difficult decisions 
relating to Lloyd’s, so avoiding 
making too many enemies, ft 
could become the best-paid 
chicken run of them all. 

On his metal 

□ CORPORATE Japan has ob¬ 
viously gone soft In the Yakuza, 
or mafia, he would have lost a 
fingertip. Under the bushido, 
surgery would have been even 
more radical. The head of 
Sumitomo has merely taken the 
blame for the copper scandal by 
resigning. But before we assume 
too much Occidental superiority, 
reflect that if this had been a 
Western company, he might 
have hung on for his pension. 


ndard 



Malcolm Williamson, chief executive of Standard Chartered, left, with Patrick Gillam and Peter Wood, finance director 



targets bad debt clients 


By Robert Miller, banking correspondent 


STANDARD CHARTERED, 
the international banking 
group that unveiled a 32 per 
cent rise in annual pre-tax 
profits to £870 mfllian yester¬ 
day, has undertaken a major 
drive to address potential bad 
debt problems. 

Patrick Gillam, the chair¬ 
man, said 550 corporate dient 
accounts had been closed last 
year at a cost of millions of 
pounds. He said that assess¬ 
ing poor credit risks now and 
acting on them immediately 
would enable the dient to find 
another bank “while it was 
still a bankable proposition" 
and it would save Standard 
Chartered from storing up 
bad debt problems in the 
future. 

Those clients who had been 


fired, or persuaded to leave the 
bank after a “repriring" of 
their charges, accounted for 
between 5 and 10 per cent of 
the bank’s: corporate portfolio. 

Mr Gillam said that Stan¬ 
dard Chartered, which report¬ 
ed a 23 per cent rise in 
earnings per share to 555p, 
had almost completed its 
reorganisation. Costs had 
been brought under control 
and had risen by only 2 per 
cent to £!J billxm last year 
and the business strategy was 
now focused on four sectors: 
personal and consumer, cor¬ 
porate, institutional and trea¬ 
sury. The bank lifted its final 
dividend to KL25p, which is 
payable on May 30, from 
7.75p, to give a 32 per cent rise 
in the annual payout to 14-Sp. 


In geographical terms, Stan¬ 
dard said that its main mar¬ 
kets were now dearly 
identified as Asia, with Hong 
Kong, India and China to the 
fore, the Middle East and 
Africa, with the UK and 
United States also playing a 
key role. 

Hong Kong proved to be 
the group’s: largest profit 
centre chipping in £298 mil¬ 
lion. compared with £241 
million, while personal bank¬ 
ing services provided a profit 
rise of 27 per cent to E288 mil¬ 
lion. The other Asian coun- 
. tries in Standard Chartered’s 
portfolio contributed an II per 
cent increase to £241 million. 
Tbe real profit centre of the 
future however, would be to 
supply retail banking services 


to mainland China, Mr 
Gillam said. 

Standard Chartered, which 
saw bad debt provisions fall to 
£64 million from E72 million, 
said that trading profits from 
its corporate department had 
risen 27 per cent to E266 
million, while Treasury was 
up a £1 million at £137 million. 

Mr Gillam said: “In three 
years, the group has more 
than doubled trading profit 
from £358 million to £818 
million by continuing to pro¬ 
vide a high-quality service to 
corporate, institutional and 
and personal clients in the 
fast-growing Asian and ex¬ 
panding Middle Eastern and 
African markets." 


Temp“S- page 28 


Courtaulds cuts 90 jobs 


COURTAULDS, the chemi¬ 
cals group, will scale down its 
viscose production and cut 90 
jobs in response to a world¬ 
wide fall in demand and the 
resulting squeeze in margins. 

Of the 800 workers in vis¬ 
ile at Grimsby. Humber- 
sBe, at least 50 will be 
transferred to other tasks, 
while around 40 voluntary 
redundancies wfli be sought 
Courtaulds is cutting 25,000 
tonnes, or 20 per cent, from its 
annual European viscose 
production. 

Gordon Campbell, chief ex- 


By Oliver August 

ecutive, said: "Viscose is slow¬ 
ly recovering from its low 
point last summer, butcapati- 
ty still exceeds demand, and 
trading remains unsatisfac¬ 
tory. There is no prospect 
within an acceptable tune 
frame for material improve¬ 
ment to this situation.’' 

The company said it had 
improved trading in each of its 
businesses, excluding viscose, 
despite the sluggishness of 
continental European econ¬ 
omies. “However." said Mr 
Campbell, "a combination of 
the strength of sterling... and 


the sale last year of four non¬ 
core businesses, limits the 
extent to which this improve¬ 
ment is reflected in profits." 

The majority of those made 
redundant will be redeployed 
to Ten cel production. Tencel 
has been hailed as a new 
“wonder fabric". It was devel¬ 
oped by Courtaulds at a cost 
£300 nullion over 20 years. 

Tencel accounts for only 4 
per cent of group turnover but 
production has been oversub¬ 
scribed since 1992. 

Tempos, page 28 
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Kettle costs 
take Pifco 
off the boil 

By Sarah Cunningham 

THE COST of developing 
and launching Pifco’s range 
of flat element kettles resulted 
in lower underlying profits at 
the halfway stage. 

The electrical appliance 
manufacturer reported trad¬ 
ing profit down II per cent to 
£139 million in the six months 
to October 31. Pre-tax profit, 
boosted by an exceptional 
item worth £376.000 from tbe 
sale of a building, rose 16 per 
cent to £1.82 million. 

Sales of the new Mfflenni- 
ura kettles have grown "brfl- 
liandy", according to Michael 
Webber, chairman. That 
would be more evident in the 
second half. Commercial 
sensitivity kept him from pro¬ 
viding sales figures. 

The company said that it 
still has not received financial 
information requested from 
Kenwood, the huger rival for 
which it has said if might bid. 
The companies are technical¬ 
ly stffl in an offer period. The 
Takeover Panel said that it 
was up to Pifco to deride 
whether it wants to bid. 

Earnings were 9.9p (BBp) a 
share. The interim payout is 
Z5p (23pL payable on May I. 

Tempos, page 28 
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Challenge to Siebe 
Whessoe takeover 


By Paul Durman 


SlEBE'S agreed takeover of 
Whessoe, the instrumentation 
company, received an unex¬ 
pected challenge yesterday 
when its £46 million bid was 
topped by a joint offer from a 
Norwegian and a Swiss 
company.. 

Navia, the new name for 
Seatex Garet, the Norwegian 
marine instrumentation 
group, and Endress & Hauser 
of Switzerland are making a 
cash offer of 175p a share that 
values Whessoe at £52.6 mil¬ 
lion. The new offer is 12.9 per 
cent more than Siebe is offer¬ 
ing. and nearly 95 per cent 


more than Whessoe’s pre-bid 
share price. Navia wfl] bear 
two-thirds of the costs. 

Navia and Endress & 
Hauser believe they can afford 
to pay more because Whes- 
soe's businesses form a good 
fit with their own. The new 
bidders jointly acquired a 10.6 
per cent stake in Whessoe in 
the market. 

Whessoe said its board 
would consider the new offer. 

Navia and Endress & 
Hauser began bid talks three 
weeks ago, but Siebe’S 155p a 
share bid two weeks ago 
topped their initial offer. 


CSC buoyant as 
profits rise 21% 

By Sarah Cunningham 


BRAE HEAD, Capital Shop¬ 
ping Centres' huge £250 mil¬ 
lion development near 
Glasgow, due to open in 
spring 1999, is already two- 
thirds pre-let and space 
should be entirely booked up 
by the end of this year, the 
company said yesterday. 

CSC. which also owns the 
Lakeside shopping centre at 
Thurrock in Essex and the 
MetroCentreon Tyneside, un¬ 
veiled a 21 per cent jump in 
pre-tax profit to £58.4 million 
for the financial year ended 
December 31. Record rental 
levels were established at all 


• CSCs shopping centres last 
year and uke-for-iike sales 
growth was 9 per cent Total 
sales at the centres rose from 
E1.6 billion to £1-8 billion. 

The Lakeside Visa card, 
launched last year with Mid¬ 
land Bank, has been judged a 
success and is to be replicated 
at other CSC-owned centres. 
The company remains inter¬ 
ested in new projects and 
acquisitions. Earnings per 
share were II Bp (10.7p) and 
the final proposed dividend of 
4Bp gives a full year 8-25p. up 
10 per cent on last year. It is ■ 
payable on May 6. 
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COMMERCIAL UNION 

3996 RESULTS 

Strong underlying performance 

• Operating profit before tax of £444m. 

• Full year dividend increased by 7% to 30.3Gp. 

• Life profits and new business increase strongly. 

• General insurance results affected by competition 
and weather claims. 

• Significant underlying increase in profits in 
Continental Europe. 

John Carter, Chief Executive, commenting on the results said: 

"The Group produced a strong performance in 1996, although the translation 
of the results of our overseas businesses into sterling depressed profits. 
Excellent progress was made by our worldwide life and savings operations, 
with new business up 25% and an underlying increase in profits of 13%." 
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12 months 1996 
Unaudited 

12 months 1995 

At 1996 Audited 

exchange rates 

Tbtal premium income ... . 

£8£42m 

’ £7798tri 

■ fi8,647m 

^Operating profit before tax ■ 

• ; £444m 

£460m 

• £509m • 

Profit on ondmary actiyfties before tax 

•. tt)£S89m 

£574m 

tn £S34m 

Profit attributable to shareholders ' 

£397m 

£403m 

. £444oi. 

Operating earnings per ordinary share 

• 43.5p 

47.6p 

523p . 

Dividend per ordinary share 

3O30p 

- 

2S25p 

•Shareholders' funds 

£3,902m 

- 

fAJU74m 



Nate: ti) Indades realised investment game before lax of £l64ut 119H5 CISftmL 

Copies of the full Group accounts, together with a summary Annual Review, which have not 
yet beat reported on by the auditors, will be circulated to shareholders on 20 March 1997 
and delivered to the Registrar of Companies after approval at the Annual General Meeting 
which will be held on 15 April 1997. Members of the public may obtain copies of the 
accounts after 20 March by telephoning the Shareholders Relations Service on 0171 662 8866. 

Commercial Union pic, St. Helen's, 1 Undershaft, London, EC3P 3DQ 
Tel: 0171 283 7500 Internet http://www.tMinmeraal-imion.co.uk/cu 
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STOCK.MARKET 




Greenspan unnerves 
London and New York 


CALLS by Alan Greenspan, 
Chairman of the Federal Re¬ 
serve, for a rise in American 
interest rates went down badly 
with investors on both sides of 
the Atlantic, although prices 
in London closed above their 
worst of die day. 

He told Congress that a pre¬ 
emptive tightening in US 
interest rates might be needed 
before signs of inflationary 
pressures emerge. It prompt¬ 
ed a sell-off of shares in 
London, while government se¬ 
curities fell by almost El. 

Despite the Dow Jones in¬ 
dustrial average plunging 
more than 100 points at one 
stage, the FT-SE 100 index 
almost halved a 28-point defi¬ 
cit to end 15.4 down at 43293. 
Turnover reached 853 million 
shares. Brokers in the City 
were anxious to see how the 
Dow finished and today will 
be bracing themselves for the 
Wirrall South by-election. 

Barclays Bank found rt 
hard to complete the first stage 
of its share buyback pro¬ 
gramme. The combined might 
of BZW and Cazenove could 
not find enough sellers in the 
marketplace after the recent 
strong run in the bank's share 
price. The bank had been 
hoping to pick up 26 million 
shares but could only manage 
9 2 million, or 0.6 per cent, at 
an average price of £1137 
each. A total of 353 million 
had traded by the close with 
the price rising 5p to El 137. 

Fund managers were reluc¬ 
tant to part with stock. It 
seems the tax advantages are 
not attractive to them any 
more. Brokers said if also 
seemed a strange time to 
embark on a share buyback — 
midway through the bank 
reporting season. 

There were no shocks in 
foil-year figures from Stan¬ 
dard Chartered and the price 
jumped 13'2p to 783'zp. There 
had been fears that the death 
of Deng Xiaoping might have 
affected trading prospects for 
the group, which is one of Few 
banks licensed to deal in the 
Chinese currency. Hie 32 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£870 million was in line with 
expectations. 

News of a price war among 
hamburger suppliers in the 
US sent shares of Grand 
Metropolitan falling 16‘2p to 
460'2p. McDonald's has cut 
the price of its burgers by 
more than half from $130 
(£1.10) to 55 cents. This is likely 
to be bad news for GrandMet. 
which runs the Burger King 
chain of fast food restaurants. 



Pain and gain for Nicholas Irens, left, and David Hudd 
of Vardon, with higher profits and dividend up 15 per cent 


Tesco dipped 2p to 345p 
after some cautious comments 
from Credit Lyonnais Laing. 
the broker, about short-term 
prospects. It is worried about 
dull trading in France and the 
start-up costs for banking 
operations in this country. 

Full-year figures from Pru¬ 
dential Corporation. 4’zp 
firmer at 567'2p. showing 
profits up from £S04 million to 


million changing hands as the 
price eased ‘*p to 139 l 2p. City 
speculators say the company 
is vulnerable to a bid. with the 
price hovering just above its 
low of 130p. 

News of the joint counter- 
bid from Navia, the Norwe¬ 
gian group, and Endress & 
Hauser of Switzerland sent 
Whessoe climbing 27p to (S4p. 
The terms of the new offer 


Rank Organisation fell 6 p to 428b p in spite of speculation that 
it is poised to sell its film distribution business to Carlton Com¬ 
munications, down 16bp at 528bp. A line of 43 million Rank 
went through the market at 423bp before 3.75 million were sold 
on at 425p. A further 500,000 were sold at 426p. 


£873 million, were overshad¬ 
owed by the group's efforts at 
winning control of Scottish 
Amicable. The Pru has offered 
£1.9 billion for Scottish, top¬ 
ping an offer of £13 billion 
from the Abbey National, 
down 6 p at 763'2p ahead of 
figures today. 

There was further hefty 
turnover in shares of 
POkington, with almost six 


value Whessoe at 175p a share, 
topping an earlier lad from 
Siebe of 155p a share. The new 
bid gives Whessoe a price tag 
of E5Z.6 million. Siebe closed 
10 l 2 p lower at 965p. 

A profits warning and the 
departure of the chief execu¬ 
tive after a boardroom bust-up 
left Pace Micro Technology 
nursing a fall of 71p at 86 p. 
That compares with the 172p 


GRAND METROPOLITAN: 

E NO RELISH FOR BURGER WAR 


Share price 
(rebased) 



New York (midday): 

Dow Jones --697336 (-6L65) 

5ft? Composite —.-SH.40f-7.69 

Tokyo: 

NlUQdAKXagC-I8W0.92(-79.15) 


FT-SE aft-share 
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the shares were floated at in 
June last year. 

A drop in profits and a 
lower than expected net asset 
value left Commercial Union 
24p lower at 666 p. The market 
had already anticipated lower 
profits but net assets of 545ip 
fell well short of brokers’ 
forecasts. 

EMI continued to lose 
ground after this week's third- 
quarter profit numbers. The 
price finished 26 ’ 2 p lower at 
£11.71 after BZW reduced its 
"buy* to a “hold". 

Hie boom in health and 
fitness is reaping rich rewards 
for Vardon. up 2 * 2 p to 112p. It 
is headed by David Hudd. 
chairman, and Nicholas 
Irens, chief executive, who saw 
profits rise last year 30 per 
cent to £113 million. Share¬ 
holders were rewarded with a 
15 per cent rise in the payout 
to l.9p. Its Sea Life Centres 
saw a drop in the number of 
people attending. 

Whinney Mackay-Lewis 
slipped 2 p to 26p after drop¬ 
ping into the red during die 
first sue months. A return to 
the black is envisaged during 
the second half. 

First-time dealings in 
Aortech International got off 
to an encouraging start on 
AIM. Placed at 125p, shares in 
the heart valve manufacturer 
touched 148p before dosing at 
I38p, a premium of 13p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Hie bond 
market suffered losses of al¬ 
most a full point in reaction to 
Alan Greenspan's call for an 
early rise in interest rates. 
Prices did manage to close 
above their worst of the day. 

The market suffered small 
opening fells ahead of the 
auction which saw the issue of 
£23 billion of Treasury 8 per 
cent 2021 by the Bank of 
England 1.93 times sub¬ 
scribed. Brokers described it 
as a reasonable result in the 
circumstances. 

The March series of the long 
gilt fell £ 3i 32 to touch £ 112 * 8 . 
before rallying to dose E 7 i& 
lower at E1I2 21 m. The number 
of contracts completed grew to 
137,000 as investors rolled 
over open March positions to 
the June series. 

Treasury 8 per cent 2015 fell 
£ , 3 J 2 to £106* re, while Hear 
sury 8 per cent 2000 was five 
ticks off at £104. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares were 
lower at midday on Alan 
Greenspan’s comments that 
the stock market's rise may be 
unsustainable. The Dow Jones 
industrial average was 64.65 
points lower at 6.97336. 
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Bank, or England official dose (4pm) 

fcECU _—_ 1.4036 

bSDR___1.1804 

RP1 _154.4 Jan Jan 1987=100 

RPJX_153.9 Jan p.!«) Jan 1987*100 


Anglo-Welsh losy 

Aortech 1384 

CftB Publishing . ' 175 
calldoreGroap , 3 

Calldore warrants 1 
Centrica (75*4 67*« 

Energy Group (525) 5434 
First Russian Wnsu 490 
GB Railways 1784 

Infobank Inti 144 

J Lewis Bungetlord 4 

PSD IAVU 2844 

Prelude Tst 1184 

Prelude Warrants 414 
TR EUrtj Gwih Wrts 594 
Tea Plantations tnv 102 
Tea Plantations wts 304 
Txhnoplasr 1094 

zieor Mining 204 


Higher standards 


WHAT a great idea. Standard Changed* 
decision to fire its more credit-risky clients 
now. rather than later on in the economic 
cyde. could save a lot of trouble. Such prudent 
behaviour underlines how far foe internation¬ 
al banking group has progressed in the past 
three or four years. 

Onoe synonymous with banking fiascos. 
Standard Chartered appears to have learnt 
from mistakes and transformed itself into 
an efficient, well-run organisation. Jobs 
have beat cut, strategies have become 
more focused, geographical markets prop¬ 
erly identified and Investment in the future' 
continues to grow at a healthy £90 million 
to £100 minion a year. 

Over the past three years. Standard has 

seen trading profi ts double, bad debts 
reduced from £233 million to £64 million 


Md the hrataunt M 5 ; 000 
toSdng to the future, it to «*» 

Surm*. Supplymg 

services to China, however, is still a tough nut 

“Ssreretmuld be in the limited proK®™ 
that Standard Chartered enjoys in some one 

ring B m place 


-the bank can grow wun^ m a1r ; 
over its shoulder at a possible 
no mistake - Standard Chartered’s f»rtfoUo 
and business is now very attractive and the 
market dearly thinks so. 
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Courtaulds 

WITH its decision to scale 
down viscose production, 
Courtaulds took two. steps • 
in foe right direction. First, 
it faced up to the inevitable 
redundancies following 
the slump in foe world 
viscose market. 

If anything, the restruc¬ 
turing could have hap¬ 
pened earlier. The company 
tried to maintain market 
share by cutting prices. But 
in 1995 demand was choked 
off at the same lime as 
margins were squeezed by 
the explosion in raw materi¬ 
al input prices. . 

The subsequent growth 
of production capacity in 
Aria, operated on a lower. 
cost bare, made production 
cuts inevitable. 

The second benefit from 
restructuring Is that some of 
the resources that have been 
freed will be shifted into 


IT IS devilishly difficult to 
call the bottom of the cycle 
for insurance premium 
rates, and CITS directors 
were not prepared to try 
yesterday. But for CU, with 
two-thirds of its business 
now overseas, foe knack of 
spotting the upturn in Brit¬ 
ish rates is not as pressing 
as for those companies that 
rely heavily on foe competi¬ 
tive UK market 

While British motor rates 
showed little or no increase. : 
and UK storms wfl! cause 
some first-quarter losses. 
CVs continental. opera- ' 
tions performed well. 
Favourable market condi¬ 
tions in France and The 
Netherlands “balance Amer¬ 
ican and British difficulties. 

In addition, CU is pre¬ 
pared to take a longterm 
view on investment in China, 
Eastern Europe, and India. 

The company was hope¬ 
ful about growth yesterday, 
cheered on by a strong 
performance in life world- 


Tencel production- Tencel is 
foe first new. fabric to be 
developed since Lycra burst 
on to the market 30 years 
ago. At foe moment 
Courtaulds is foe only com¬ 
pany worldwide producing 
Tencel By the end of foe 
decade; foe fabric is expected 
to become foe . company's 
roost important product 
Tencel can expect a bright 


WEARING THIN 


future. It combines the com¬ 
fort of cotton and the 
strength of polyester. New 
fibres have made a huge 
impact on consumer markets 
in foe past The creation of 
nylon 50 years ago trans¬ 
formed foe garment sector. 
Given the current resurgence 
of British fashion designers, 
Tencel may soon be seen on 
a catwalk near you. 
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wide. While, general insur¬ 
ance is a volatile source of 
earnings, life products are 
more stable. The demograph¬ 
ics look to be moving inCU's 
favour: Western govern-- 
ments will increasingly reek 
help from foe private sector 
to help to provide 1 pension 
products as populations age 
and the state struggles to 
support the elderly. “ , . 

CU has been the subject of 
many bid rumours, but said 
yesterday it did not see foe 
need to Depart of foe present 
wave of consolidation. - 

Pifco 

PlFCO*S interim results hint¬ 
ed at a lot. but gave little real 
information on which to 
judge the company. Hie fig¬ 
ures cover foe six months to 
the October 31. So how it 
fared in the last four months, 
the busiest trading period of 
the year, is soil something 
only Pifco knows. • 

Christmas -trading figures 
would be particularly inter¬ 
esting because they might re¬ 


veal how the new kettle has 
been selling. The grandly- 
named Millennium kettle 
has a flat element — some¬ 
thing like a CD coated with 
heat-conducting ink — whose 
big selling point is that it does 
not fur up. Kettles are one of 
those consumer products that 
people will quite happily re¬ 
place every few years, so foe 
scope for a “revolutionary" 
model is good. 

However, Pifco is being 
coy about sales, for “commer¬ 
cial reasons", so only anec¬ 
dotal evidence can say if it is 
one of those products that can 
transform a company’s for¬ 
tunes. Pifco is. equally coy 
about its intentions towards 
Kenwood, its beleaguered ri¬ 
val. Hie Takeover Panel has 
conveniently ruled that even 
though Pifco newer made an 
actual bid, Kenwood is in an 
open-ended offer period. 

Under these circum¬ 
stances Pifco’s shares 
should be treated like one of 
its metal Russell Hobbs 
kettles-reaching boiling 
point Approach with care. 
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SirRocco 
breezes back 

SIR ROCCO FORTE is 
forking oat for another 
Hotel On,Friday, he will 
take bofo ownership and 
management control of the 
Balmoral Hotel- in 
Edinburgh. 

Hotelier Peter Tyrie 
spent £30 million refur¬ 
bishing the luxury pile; 
affectionately known as 
the “NB'% which was for¬ 
merly owned, by British. 
Rail. Five years ago, the 
Balmoral fell into receiver¬ 
ship; the' Bank of Scotland 
took Hold of the asset, and 
Forte, taken over by Gra¬ 
nada last year, was award¬ 
ed the management 
contract 

Part of the Meridien 
network until this week,- 
the 190-room hotel built 
above Waveiiey station, 
boasts a beautiful view of 
the castle. . 

Welcome advice 

THE countiy's most pow¬ 
erful money managers, 
who gathered in East¬ 
bourne yesterday for the 
start of the NAPFs invest¬ 
ment conference, were up¬ 
staged by a client, no less. 
Steve Bundled, chief exec¬ 
utive of the London , bor¬ 
ough of Camden, weighed 
in on the subject of “Beau¬ 
ty ParadeS”. Laying down 
the “Ten - Command¬ 
ments'* for presentations 
by fund managers. 
Bundled spoke from on 
high: “Thou shaft not bore 
the panel with sporting 
metaphors or tell unfunny 
jokes.” Most importantly, 
he warned managers:. 
“Don't outstay your, 
welcome.” 



“Heads we blame 
the strength of 
sterling—tails 
we blame the 
National Lottery” 

Silent knight 

IT WAS a busy day for Sir 
Peter Davis, Prudential's 
group chief executive, 
when he recorded the 
v oiceov er for his latest TV 
advertisement After two 
days, filming, .the “Man 
from die Pm” was sched¬ 
uled to make the recording 
on the same afternoon that 
he was,preparing for the 
Scottish Amicable bid. “I 
had to call the product 
company and tell them. T 
can't do the recording this 
afternoon, but I can't tell 
you why 5 ,” he laughs. They 
had to reschedule . 

GREEN FLAG sent out 
antacid powder—“for the 
morning aftpT —to those 
guests brave enough to 
turn up to the breakdown 
group’s party on Monday. 
night, held at London's 
Bombay Brasserie. 

Nicola who? 

SUE HERERA. American 
business broadcaster and 
author of Women of the 
Street — an insight into 
the women in the US who 
shape foe markets — has - 
neither heard of the vice- 
chairman of Mercury 
Asset Management, nor 
megabuck mother Nicola 
Horlick. Bridget 
MacasluB. president and 
CEO of • Oppenheimer 
Funds, is the only “trans¬ 
plant from. Britain" to 
appear in Herera’s book.. 

WAS Norman Lamont . 
searching for a soulmate? 
The Conservative MP and 
former Chancellor 
stormed into the Ameri¬ 
can Bar at The Savoy 
yesterday, scanned . the 
brightly coloured snug 
from under his bushy 
brows, then marched 
abruptly back out again. 

Morag Preston 


T oumatists can exert great influence for 
- I §9°d and help to raise , the value of 
business by between 10 and 50 per cent, 
says a new book. There is bound to be a 
catch- We are not to be missionaries for 
higher powers, such as Gordon Brown’S 
spin-doctors, but .for. denizens of -the 
Ash ridge Strategic Management Centre. 

M anagement consultants have long, suf¬ 
fered from the missionary syndrome. They 
have seen the future and it works, if you do ft 
tbeir way. Older .hands tend to claim that 
thc past worked perfectly well until it was 

spoilt. We can usually agree that things are 
pretty unsatisfactory at present — unless 
you happen to be a government, council or: 
board urgently seeking re-election. 

David Sadder, Andrew Campbell and 
Richard Koch, authors of Break Up {pub: 
iished by Capstone, £18.99), espouse a 

a e.frig idea. They warn most of the 
■Ts large corporations to demerge. “The 
break-up epidemic heraids a new era of cap¬ 
italism" and will create an extra $1000,000 
billion of value. Possibly. "jGone will be 
managements attachment to size." They 
must be joking. 

Most muitibusiness corporations are 
worth more dead than aUve. they argue. 
P erform ance is dragged down and value 
destro yed by the deadband-of the corporate 
centre, frictions between .businesses that 
trade with each other and the lack of direct 
contact between managers and investors. 

Grumbling by second-tier managers, the 
farmers of the corporate world, is as old as 
foe sinister arts of overhead allocation. 


Take this corporate panacea, 
there are plenty more if it fails 


Pique has been heightened of late by envy. 
Thousands of managers of smaller subsid¬ 
iaries have won independence and lottery- 
sized leveraged share options via manage¬ 
ment buyouts, the last magic potion. 

What Break Up ambiguously calls "an 
epidemic" has already infected many 
boards. The investment bankers, accoun¬ 
tants: lawyers. PR advisers and speculators 
-who make up.the financial engineering 
industry have cloned foe germ of an idea to 
develop a major new product line. 

In America, break-ups topped $100 billion 
in 199b. In Britain. Hanson and British Gas 
have just emulated IC1 and Thom-EML 
JBG*s Richard Giordano urged sceptics to see 
. bow much better executives would perform 
is they focused on their own business. lei’s 
finance director, pledging a new demer ge r 
of Tioxide, says his board is looking at 
“every creative opportunity’ to reshape 
itself. Conglomerates are deeply unfashion¬ 
able. as complaints by Tomkins's Greg 
Hutchings attest And most big groups are 
made up of disparate businesses, even, ff 
they daim a common thread. 

In America, companies spun off from 
tbeir parents usually outperform stock 



market averages in their first 18 months, 
seeming proof that value is being freed. But 
outper for mance is concentrated in small 
companies (under $200 million) and surely 
owes much to potential as takeover targets 
for new pre dato rs. Heightening monopoly 
via merger is always a great value creator. 
For small shareholders, left with random 
tiny packets of stock, any benefit may well 
be swamped by charges. Bigger spin-offs 
gain a more modest average 10 per cent, 
more of which may be accounted for by foe 
extra interest stirred rather than anything 


real. Unless the parent was Oabbly. de¬ 
merger initially raises corporate overheads, 
as among Hanson's children. 

Demergers, like buyouts, certainly can 
unleash energies and venturing spirit once 
buried in the corporate pyramid. Commit¬ 
ment to a single business can focus those 
energies to advantage. Whatever boards or 
consultants say, however, demerger is just 
one useful tool m the financial krtbcoc, not a 
wonder drug for management 

The Times urged ICI to hive off its 
pharmaceutical interests long before Lord 
Hanson focused board attention on “share¬ 
holder value". Drug companies were rated 
more highly than chemicals. Growth was 
faster and relatively immune from economic 
cycles. Within ICI. Zeneca was rated more in 
fine with foe group’s weak links than its 
stars, as is often the case. This was nor a 
skirmish in a management revolution. Zen¬ 
eca just outgrew the parentfoar nurtured it 
as Vodafone outgrew Racak Neither of these 
FT-SE 100 companies would have existed 
had their parents forsworn diversity. 

Big groups usually demerge big divisions, 
instead of selling them, to avoid potentially 
vast tax bills an accumulated gains. But the 


tests for sales or spin-offs are different. A 
demerger should be contemplated only if 
companies spun off can expect a better 
rating as stand-alone financial entities. The 
thought of splitting Hanson never excited. It 
was a model conglomerate in that it 
generally kept only lowly rated businesses, 
giving them extra corporate value through 
its skills at tax-savzng. at takeovers and at 
selling tire titbits of its meals at high prices. 

Hanson was worth more than foe sum of 
its parts. The old Hanson died, leaving 
shareholders nursing a loss on the bite left 
over, because it came to the end of its natural 
life eyrie. Though other factors were at play, 
this fife cycle chiefly coincided with foe 
business lives of its creators — two in 
Hanson’s case, one at Lonrho, four-or five at 
BTR. Investors entrust money to such 
people to increase it as best they can, just as 
they employ great multinationals as invest¬ 
ment agents in their awn area of expertise- 
individuals' skills, ambitions, momentum 
and decline are bigger forces in business 
and stock performance than any manage¬ 
ment theory. For every wdLozJed manage¬ 
ment sausage machine at Unilever or 
Mitsubishi, dozens of companies’ fortunes 
rise and fell with individuals. Western 
business might work better if the occasional 
Akio Marita or Honda-san merely added 
the spice to a more stable corporate 
pudding. The City would hate it Movement 
means money, via takeovers and mergers, 
deals. MB Os or demergers. One breeds foe 
other when it goes wrong and each sounds 
terribly convincing at foe time. 


Janet Bush finds Gordon Brown doggedly determined in the election run-up 


G ordon Brown this 
week became an 
official veteran of 
the "Long March 
to Economic Respectability" 
His speech on inflation last 
night was foe last piece of a 
painstakingly compiled jigsaw 
meant to' prove that Labour 
has buried foe feckless ghosts 
of past economic policy. 1 

No longer will inflation be 
sacrificed - on- foe altar of 
untrammelled growth, no 
more will Labour be foe party 
forced by vested interests info 
spendingwhat ft cannot afford 
and raising taxes to pay for it, 
no longer will Labour allow 
itself - to stand - accused of 
economic profligacy. 

It has been a dogged and 
disciplined effort In an inter¬ 
view with The Times in an 
ancient, semi-circular office off 
the old hall of foe Palace of 
Westminster. Mr Brown grim¬ 
ly-settled in for another inqui¬ 
sition intent on finding out 
whether the demons of Old 
Labour have been banished. 

1 from the body of his party. 

Labour's record on macro-, 

[ economic management has 
been—and will continue to be 
until polling day—the central 
target of Conservative attacks. 
Just hours before The Times 
interview on Tuesday, 
Kenneth Clarke claimed that 
Mr Brown faced a £12 billion 
bole in .his spending plans, a 
i £53 billion shortfall in the first 
i year of a Labour government 
and a further £7 billion in tire 
year after lhaL The Chanceflor 
said that Labour's pledge to 
stick with Conservative spend¬ 
ing plans for die first two years 
in government would founder 
because it had failed to factor 
in future privatisations, social 
security reforms and an influx 
of private finance into foe 
health service. There were 
also, Mr Clarke alleged, seri¬ 
ous accounting errors. 

In foe statistical armed"com¬ 
bat that so dominates the pre¬ 
election debate, Mr Brown 
moved swiftly to foe counter- 
, attack, accusing foe Govern¬ 
ment not only of bandying 
about unjustifiable figures in 
an effort to discredit Labour 
but. also of making irres¬ 
ponsible and unccsted spend¬ 
ing promises of its own. 

"Kenneth Clarke's attack 
has fallen apart First of ail it 
used to be £30 billion, now it is. 
£12 billion, and he has provid¬ 
ed no ratfcmal explanation for . 
either figure. Secondly, when 
ihey-get down to the privatisa¬ 
tion proceeds, he cannot tell us 
how he is going-tq reach his 
figure. What people know is 
that we are applying very 
tough derisions, that ft is foe 
Conservatives ar the moment 
who are making all sorts of 
public spending commit¬ 
ments, from the Royal Yacht at 
£60 million to an army cadet 
force at £1 billion, to a new 
share-saving scheme which 
costs E40 million, to a new 
-proposal on business rates. 
Every time a Government 
spokesman stands up these 


days, they are making new 
commitments and we are not 
going to go down that road." 

After foe disaster of 1992 
when Labour, unlike the Con¬ 
servative Party, came dean on 
its tax plans but lost, Mr 
Brown and his team are 
determined, above all else; nix 
to give hostages to fortune over 
tax Again and again during 
the interview, - foe Shadow 
Chancellor retreated into the 
comfort of his personal man¬ 
tra. “It is because of our 
concern about the public fi¬ 
nances that we have said that 
there are no public spending 
commitments on Labour's 
part that will lead to increases 
in taxes. We have said that we 
have no spending plans which 
require. additional - taxes. I. 
repeat we have. no public 
spending commitments of our 
own that would require higher 
taxes.".. 

Just as Mr Clarke did in his 
interview in The Times last 
week, the Shadow Chancellor 
refused to be moved into 
commenting on individual 
taxes beyond personal income 
tax rates and VAT, on which 
Labour has already made 
public promises. It is dear 
that, if a fiscal lightening were 
needed, there are plenty of 
targets but Kke the Conserva¬ 
tive Party. Labour is not 
prepared to discuss these. 

"I have said that it is not- 
cxedible to ask a responsible 
finance spokesman to make 
commitments in Opposition 
an .every allowance, relief or 
exemption without the infor¬ 
mation ... about foe state of 
the economy and the public 
finances, when foe Chancellor, 
with all foe information avail¬ 
able to him, refuses to make 
these commitments. I think 
that is the responsible position 
and that is the position that 1 
will uphold during the election 
campaign.” 

The constant political tit-for- 
tat over tax and spending is 
astonishingly draining and 
Mr Brown appears tired and 



Gordon Brown demonstrating yesterday how he would open up and improve the advice on policy available to foe Treasury and Rank of England 


providing new opportunities 
for foe low-paid and foe 
unemployed, and encouraging 
an atmosphere of lifetime 
learning to equip everyone to 
cepe with the .new and chal¬ 
lenging world of work. 

In talking about the need 
not just for macroeconomic 
stability bat a new institution¬ 
al framework for policy-mak¬ 
ing, Mr Brown is keen to 
dispel the image of Labour as 
lightweight painted by Mr 
Clarke last week. The ground¬ 
work. he says, has been pains¬ 
taking. "1 don’t think there is 
any Treasury team that has, in 
Opposition, gained more expe¬ 
rience and been more pre- 


CI want to make the learning effort as 
well as the work ethic the central part 
■ of a new welfare state for the future 9 


just a little frustrated as be 
repeats his party's position for 
the u mp te e nth time: But blud¬ 
geoning home foe message 
that Labour is. committed to 
macroeconomic stability is foe 
necessary downpayment for 
any discussion of foe rest of 
the programme. Mr Brown 
cafls.it “stability for a pur¬ 
pose". His serious demeanour 
is replaced by genuine excite¬ 
ment when he talks about 
Labour’s plans to open up, 
broaden and, in' his. view, 
improve the advice chi policy 
available to foe Treasury and 
the Bank of England. There is 
a real fervour when Mr Brown 
talks about foe challenge of 
reforming the welfare state, of 


pared, to look at what is 
happening around foe world. I 
have visited America many 
times, talked to the Federal 
Reserve, the Treasury depart¬ 
ment, people in the White 
House, to all the central bank¬ 
ers in Europe. 1 have been in 
Japan. I have been in other 
important economies, looking 
at what is going on. What we 
are announcing is not some 
opportunistic statement before 
an election. It is based on 
considerable research, discus¬ 
sion, dialogue and learning 
from what has worked and 
what hasn’t worked in differ¬ 
ent parts of foe world." 

Far from accepting Mr 
Clarke’s description of him 


last week as a pale shadow of 
himself—although he says he 
is flattered that foe Chancellor 
spends so much time discuss¬ 
ing him — Mr Brawn argues 
with a passion that it is Mr 
Clarke and his colleagues who 
have lacked boldness. “The 
real failure of the Conserva¬ 
tives is that we have not, in the 
last few years, had foe reform¬ 
ing Budgets foal we need. We 
have made almost no impact 
on the modernisation of foe 
welfare state. Simply to cut 
benefits here and there with¬ 
out an underlying philosophy 
is a terrible indictment of foe 
lack of imagination, about the 
future, a failure to understand 
what’s going on in the labour 
market and how we have got 
to make the changes which are 
necessary to equip ourselves 
far foe future." 

Mr Brown takes an some of 
foe messianic tone of Tony 
Blair when he talks about his 
programme to transform the 
supply side of the economy. “I 
wartf to modernise the welfare 
state. I want to rebuild it ■ 
around foe work ethic.-! want 
to start fry getting people who 
shouldn’t be unemployed bade 
to work, i want then to go on 
and reform foe tax and benefit 
system where we can to help 
people get the work incentives 
and foe rewards fear work that 
I feel particularly low-paid 
workers need in this country. I 
wam to make the learning 
effort as well as the work ethic 
the central part of a new 
welfare state for foe future." 

He went on: "Now that’s 
where a reforming Chancellor 
should be. It’s where Uoyd 
George was in 1909 and 1910 


when he created the modem 
welfare state. It is where 
Labour was in 1945 when we 
actually understood what was 
happening in foe employment 
market and made the changes 
necessary to create a new era 
of employment opportunity 
for all And it is where we have 
got to be again." 


Whatever foe opinion polls 
say. Mr Brown gives no 
impression of thinking the 
election already won, drop¬ 
ping into the interview at one 
point an “if we are lucfy 
enough to win”. His public 
face is somewhat dour, pains¬ 
taking. methodical. The road 
to foe 1997 election has been 


long and intensely pressur¬ 
ised. The burden of not mak¬ 
ing any fatal electoral 
mistakes weighs heavy. 

But as the interview comes 
to a dose, Mr Brown allows 
the mask to drop. "If we win, I 
can promise you it will be 
exciting," he says, almost 
twinkling. 




; > V~\" 


• / # ■■ /*? • at* 


f - 








/ --;• V —1 

’I 


An MBA from Manchester. 
It can change your world. 
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Forex futures best for exporters 


Not so friendly for callers from afar 


From P. W. R. Robeson 
Sir. Dr Arriens ; (letter, 
January 30) is right in one 
respect — there could be noth¬ 
ing worse than a wrong rate of 
entry into a single currency.' 
But foe option of a fixed-but- 
adjustable wide-hand ERM is 
not preferable to today's float¬ 
ing pound given the disruption ’ 
and argument 'inevitably in¬ 
volved tf one wants to adjust at 
anytime (even if one got it ri^it 
initially). ... 

The wide swings in sterling's 
spot rates can he very largdy 
offset by exporters selling for¬ 
ward the foreign currency pro¬ 


ceeds of their products antici¬ 
pated at the time of determin¬ 
ing their manufactured cost. I 
find it hard to believe that 
since I retired from contact 
with the London foreign ex¬ 
change market {over 15 years 
ago) that h has become less 
efficient than it then was: 
Yours faithfully. 

P; W. R. ROBESON, 
Thatchers, 

Happisburgh, Norwich. 


Letters to foe Business 
section of The Times can be 
sent by fax on 0I7H82 5112. 


From Miss Susan Watkia 
Sir. Many companies in these 
customer-friendly times now 
onhr issue (BOO and 0345 (free 
and local rate) telephone num¬ 
bers to the public. I under¬ 
stand from a friend living in 
Brussels that none of these 
numbers are accessible from 
abroad. My friend has been 
having great difficulty contact¬ 
ing various utilities by tele¬ 
phone regarding a property 
she owns in this counfry. I also 
understand that a leaflet is¬ 
sued by Eurostar giving de¬ 
tails of Eurostar trains leaving 
London (which can only be 


used by a passenger arriving 
in England through the tun¬ 
nel) contains only an 0800 
number that cannot be used 
from abroad. 

Apart from causing inconve¬ 
nience to existing customers, 
companies could be losing 
potential overseas business by 
using these 0800 and 0345 
numbers. 1 would suggest that, 
in addition to free and local- 
rate numbers, all companies 
give a telephone number that 
can be rung from overseas. 
Yours faithfully. 

SUSAN WATKIN. 

35 Cambridge Avenue, Lincoln. 
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CU profits 
dented by 
bad weather 
payments 

By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


PETER TWEVNOfi 


SEVERE winter weather and 
the recent storms have cost 
Commercial Union “many 
millions" of pounds in under¬ 
writing losses and. as a result, 
household insurance premi¬ 
ums are likely to rise this year. 

Unveiling a drop oF £65 
million in hill-year pre-tax 
operating profit to £444 mil¬ 
lion, CU said that life profits 
and new business had in¬ 
creased strongly but the gener- 


Prospects 
at Logica 
revived 
by results 

By Fraser Nelson 

LOGICA. the computer 
services company whose 
shares enjoyed five years 
of almost uninterrupted 
growth until last month, 
yesterday reassured the 
market of its prospects by 
returning record half-year 
results. 

The company said that It 
expected growth to contin¬ 
ue in the second halt Its 
shares, which lost 10 per 
cent of their value after 
breaking through the £10 
barrier last month, lost 5p 
to dose at 947'ap. 

Exposure to the fast¬ 
growing telecoms sector 
helped pre-tax profits to 
grow to £10.6 milli on (£9 
million) in the second half 
of 19%. on sales of £148 
million (£129 million). 

Its telecoms division, 
which organises phone 
bills for overseas mobile 
phone companies, grew. 51 
per cent, contributing sales 
of 122 million—16 percent 
of the group total. Overall, 
earnings were ll.7p a 
share {9-Sp}. and an inter¬ 
im dividend of 3.6p (3p) is 
due on April 15. 


al insurance results had been 
affected by competition and 
weather claims. Currency 
movements also knocked £64 
million off pre-tax operating 
profit 

CU declined to comment on 
talk that it had been in talks 
with BAT Industries over com¬ 
bining operations, but it be¬ 
lieved the UK insurance market 
was likely to consolidate. 

John Carter, chief executive, 
said that Scottish Amicable, 
the mutual life insurer which 
is up for sale, was looking 
expensive and that the insurer 
was “cautious** about making 
an acquisition “at the top of a 
bull market”. He added that 
CU was more likely Co consid¬ 
er an overseas acquisition. 

Shares in CU fell 23*2 p to 
666 *2 p yesterday, in spite of 
a 7 per cent increase in the 
full-year dividend to 303p. 
Operating earnings per 
share were 435p, against 
5Z8p in 1995, and sharehold¬ 
ers’ funds were 0.9 billion 
(1995: £4.1 billion). 

CU is restructuring its gen¬ 
eral insurance operation and 
has set aside £9 million for 
staff redundancy costs and an 
injection into the pension fund 
to allow staff to take early 
retirement. 

General insurance profits 
dropped from £474 million to 
£365 million because of t41 
million in weather claims in 
die United States and competi¬ 
tion in the UK, particularly in 
motor insurance. However, 
market conditions improved 
in France. The Netherlands 
and Canada. Worldwide, new 
life and savings business grew 
by 25 per cent, to £2.9 billon. 
New annual premiums were 
up 22 per cent, to E253 million, 
and new single premiums by 
20 per cent, to £2.4 billion, 
boosted by 47 per cent growth 
in The Netherlands. 

Life assurance is the fastest- 
growing business worldwide 
and premium income has 
increased in global terms from 
42 per cent to 57 per cent of 
business. CU said. 



John Carter, CU chief executive is cautious about an acquisition “at the top of a bull market” 


Tempos, page 28 


Cordiant falls to fifth place 

By Alexandra Frean. media correspondent 


SAATCHI and Saatchi. the 
advertising arm of Cordiant, 
has been toppled from the 
number one position in the 
advertising industry's annual 
league tables. 

The agency Fell to filth place 
in the "Top 300” chart pub¬ 
lished today by Campaign, the 
trade magazine. Its billings 
fell from £260.20 million in 
1995 to £224.34 million in 1996 
— a decline of 13.78 per cent. 

Stefano Hatfield, editor of 
Campaign, said that the de¬ 


cline was partly because of the 
continued fall-out that fol¬ 
lowed the dramatic exit from 
tiie company of its founder. 
Maurice Saatchi. two years 
ago. "They have failed to 
replace the business that fol¬ 
lowed Maurice out of the 
door.” he said. 

In stark contrast, Mr 
Saatchi’s new company. M&C 
Saatchi, jumped bom number 
20 to number eight The 
company's billings rose 165.92 
per oent to £174.95 million.. 


Since M&C Saatchi started 
it has steadily built up its 
client base. New clients in¬ 
clude I'TV, Pedigree petfoods, 
PPP and Fosters lager. 

Abbott Mead Vickers 
BBDO moved up from fourth 
place in 1995 to take the top 
spot for 1996 for the first time, 
thanks largely to winning 
British Telecom’s £90 million 
advertising account . 

The chart, indicates that, 
overall, the industry is under¬ 
going a boom. 


Sumitomo 
chairman 
resigns 
‘to atone’ 

From Robert Whymant • 

rN TOKYO 

SUMITOMO Corporation 
yesterday said Tomnchi AJa- 
yama, the chairman, was re¬ 
signing to atone -for the huge 
copper trading losses incurred 
througi the unauthorised 
deals of Yasuo Hamanaka.' 
The resignation "reflects the 
company's repentance' 1 , Snmi- 
tomosaid, raterating its daim 
that Mr Hamanaka was acting 
on his own. in conducting the 
improper trades.. 

Mr AJdyama said: “As the 
person who was serving as the 
president at that time, it is for 
me to take responsiWfity by re¬ 
signing as chairman of the 
company.” The resignation of 
a top executive when a compa¬ 
ny is tainted by scandal is com¬ 
mon in Japan, a ritual act: of 
deansing and appeasement 
rather than an admission of 
complicity. All the blame for 
years of dubious carper trad¬ 
ing that cost Sumitomo $2J> 
btllidn has been laid at Mr 
Hamanaka’s door. 

Last week the former star 
copper trader pleaded guilty to 
fraud and forgery at-Tokyo' 
District Court.' He is on 
£250,000 bail until March 10. 

Claiming none of the corpo¬ 
rate management was involv¬ 
ed in the case; Mr Akryama 
revealed that two other Sumi¬ 
tomo executives had tendered 

their resignations. . 

Sumitomo is anxious to 
avoid being identified with the 
activities of the once hugely in¬ 
fluential trader known as "Mr 
Copper”. It fears a waveoflaw- 
suits from traders, brokers and 
shareholders claiming to have 
suffered losses. But Mr Hama¬ 
naka's lawyers have said that 
they intend to produce evi¬ 
dence of the trading firm's 
involvement in the scandal. 


Pennington, page 27 


Vardon raises capital spending 


VARDON. the leisure company, aims to 
add five new health dubs to its Metropoli¬ 
tan chain this year as it raises total capital 
expenditure by a third, to E20 million. 

The company yesterday unveiled a 30 
per cent rise in foil-year profits, to £11.8 
million. Overall turnover increased by 47 
per cent, to £77 million. 

The health and fitness division exceeded 
expectations, producing a second-half 
operating contribution of £2^ million. 
Vardon said that it would increase 


By Alasdair Murray 

investment to £10 million this year to help 
to expand tiie Metropolitan chain, 
bought for £40 million last year. 

The company's bingo division bucked 
the market trend by doubling profits, to 
£325 million. Vardon said that the decline 
in admissions and sales had been 
arrested, and spending per head had 
risen. Vardon aims to open three new 
bingo sites this year. 

The attractions division suffered a 10 
per cent fell in profits, to £65 million. 



Vardon blamed poor attendances at its 
coastal Sea Life centres and reorganis¬ 
ation costs of £300,000. The company 
said that it has managed to arrest the 
decline in attendances in recent months 
through spending more on marketing — 
including its first national • television 
campaign — and seeking to attract 
organised tours. ' 

- A final dividend of 1.45p, due on May 2, 
lifts the total payout to 1.9p, up 15 per cent 
Vardon shares rose by 2h p. to U2p. 





Funds shortage cuts 
Crestacare numbers 

CRESTACARE. the operator of 

1995 and warned shareholders that Lt-Shew Goodwin. 

Teroain for the foreseeable future. Sir . aut h 0 nties. 

chairman, blamed fending day centre 

CrestaCare. which operates 3.374 tads and us ^ 
pla^Teported ariselnprefa* profits* 

KEin 996. Earnings were 2p a 

stores were unchanged at 2Sbp. Turnover raea«W 

Card Clear tops £Im 

CARD CLEAR, the credit cud 

merged with rival Cardcast mDecember.eam^^^ 
profits of £1.08 million (£110.000) last year on sales that 
were 30 per cent higher at £5.75 

1 . 23 p a share (0.14p). There is no dividend. Brian Kavrai, 
said: “We are the only companywhodo 
exactly what we do. There are others which deal ui cheque 
guarantee cards, but as for national coverage, we're now 
the only game in town.” 

Angola loss for Ranger 

RANGER OIL. the North American company 
significant North Sea interests, incurred a net Joss or 555* 
million in 1996. compared wife earnings of $19.9 million in 
1995. Fred Dyment, president and chief executive officer, said 
the loss included a $71 million writedown of assets in Angola, 
where exploration has been disappointing. North ■Sea ou 
production increased 62.per cent to an average of 24.067 
barrels per day. New fields coming on stream included 
Harding, J^etce, Calumba B and Banff. 

Adwest in die black 

ADWEST GROUP, tiie automotive and electronics compo¬ 
nents company that underwent a significant restructuring 
last year, yesterday reported pre-tax profits of £6.3 million for 
the six months to December 31. This compared with a loss of 
£1.58 million in tiie first half of the previous year, when there 
• was a £5.4 million charge against disposals. Earnings were 
5p a share, against losses of 33p. The interim dividend is held 
at 23p a share: The company said a satisfactory outcome for 
the current year was expected. 

Zotefoams earnings dip 

ZOTEFOAMS, the manufacturer of polyethylene block 
foam, suffered a fall in pre-tax profits to £6.9 million in 

1996 from £75 million in 1995. The company blamed 
significant destocking in North America and 
unfavourable currency movements towards the year end. 
Earnings were I2.6p a share, down from 13.6p. The total 
dividend isfaicreased to 6p a share from 5.4p. with a 4p 
final. The company said that the market in mainland 
Europe improved in die second half after a strong start. 

Changes help Ryland 

RYLAND. the acquisitive Birmingham motor dealer, said 
trading in January exceeded expectations. Peter -Whale, 
chairman, said strategic changes; in the industry “are 
demonstrably working in our favour”. Pre-ax profits rose 83 
per cent to £1.56 million for tiie eight months to December 31. 
Pro forma Calendar-year profits rose to £4 million from £25 
million before tax and exceptional items and pro forma 
earnings were 10.22p a share (Z68p). There is a single final 
dividend of 2.6Sp a share for tiie eight-month period. 
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Make firms’ reports deliver 


It is time to check that reporting 
by listed companies gives the details 
we need, says Anthony Carey 


C ompanies come in all 
shapes and sizes and 
iheir annual reports 
show'the diversity. Only a few. 
however, display leadership in 
this vital area of corporate 
communications. Out in front 
in 1997 are Kingfisher, the re¬ 
tail group and Hodder Head¬ 
line, the publisher, recently 
announced winners of the 
Stock Exchange and Chartered 
Accountants Annual Awards 
for Published Accounts. 

Kingfisher’s annual report 
opens with a well-focused mis¬ 
sion statement, which, at least 
potentially, lets performance 
be measured against stated 
aims. The group commits 
itself to “delivering consistent 
anti superior returns to share¬ 
holders by being one of Eu¬ 
rope’s most profitable volume 
retailers”. Its strategy is to do 
this “by developing a portfolio 
of strong retail brands with 
leading positions in attractive 
mass markets, well motivated 
staff and good supplier relat¬ 
ionships’". A concise introduc¬ 
tion to the main businesses 
follow's, along with financial 
highlights and same fairly pre¬ 
sented geographical informa¬ 
tion. There is welcome 
frankness about difficulties in 
turning round B & Q. and the 
operational review also offers 


rarely found information on 
Kingfisher's ranking in its 
main markets. 

Hodder Headline's goal of 
“maximising the potential of 
long-term copyrights for books 
and related materials" through 
“market conscious publishing, 
vigorous promotion and per¬ 
sonal service" similarly gives a 
valuable msighr into manage¬ 
ment's aims, though it would 
be harder to quantify the extent 
to which such objectives were 
being met. However, just as 
Kingfisher's goal to be market 
leader is supported by inform¬ 
ation on market shares, so 
Hodder Headline offers data 
on backlist sates. 

Both annual reports discuss 
plans and, to a lesser degree, 
prospects for the year ahead, 
but, unfortunately, anther has 
much assessment of risks and 
uncertainties faring the busi¬ 
ness over the next few years 
and how they are being man¬ 
aged, a weakness of our pres¬ 
ent financial reporting model. 

Much of each report is 
deviated, as for all listed com¬ 
panies now, to corporate 
governance information. Both 
provide pictures and short bi¬ 
ographies of each director and 
enough facts to give a reason¬ 
able impression of tiie com¬ 
position of the boards with ref- 



Anthony Carey wants more facts od how firms manage staff 


erence to the proportion of 
members who are non¬ 
executive. the directors' busi¬ 
ness experience, their age and 
other appointments held by the 
non-executive directors. The 
new remuneration committee 
report runs to six pages for 
Kingfisher, with Hodder 
Headline’s a couple of pages 


Jess. Much detail is given in 
both about general factors 
considered in fixing the pay 
and bonus of each executive 
director, though this will ms 
enable a reader to deride 
whether the rewards in any 
particular case are reasonable 
in the light of individual per¬ 
formance. There are simply too 


many variables in the equation 
for this to be possible. 

Kingfisher outlines Its pro¬ 
gressive equal opportunities 
policy and Hodder refers to the 
recruitment of finance and in¬ 
formation technology staff. 
However, even these “people" 
organisations at the leading 
edge of reporting do not really 
explain how they motivate, 
develop and utilise staff. Yet 
their people are almost certain¬ 
ly the main source of their 
competitive advantage. We 
need more depth in innovative 
reporting on human resources. 

Financial statements are 
heavily influenced by company 
law and accounting standards, 
bat segmented reporting can 
often be used as a test for the 
degree of transparency. Here, 
Hodder scores quite well, for 
example, in analysis of turn¬ 
over by destination. 

The past decade has seen 
piecemeal changes in financial 
reporting, with the introduc¬ 
tion of summary financial 
statements, tiie Cadbmy and 

Green bury codes and new 
accounting standards. Ac¬ 
counting for intangibles is on 
the agenda. Information tech¬ 
nology is opening new ways of 
communicating corporate in¬ 
formation. The time has come 
for a strategic took at all aspects 
of reporting by listed com¬ 
panies so ue meet the chal¬ 
lenges of the new mfllennium. 

The author is secretary of the 
technical directorate of the In¬ 
stitute of Chartered Account¬ 
ants in England and Wales . 


Forearmed by 
Hampel speech 

ENTHUSIASTS for more 
openness in financial report¬ 
ing who had hopes of further 
reform from the Hampel com¬ 
mittee on corporate gover¬ 
nance had their hopes dashed 
at the awards ceremony for 
the best annual report and 
accounts. 

Sir Ronald Hampel gave 
the keynote address on the 
future of corporate gover¬ 
nance. However, it was his 
body language that drew the 


i. 




attention. Throughout the en¬ 
tire speech, he kept his arms 
tightly folded except for one 
brief moment when he un¬ 
wound to turn his sheet of 
paper over. 

The assembled audience 
from tiie financial reporting 
world drew their own condu- 
sions. And they are likely to 
reciprocate. When Hampel’s 
report does appear this winter, 
they are not expected to wel¬ 
come it with open arms. 


Figured out 

MEANWHILE, the judges in 
the award deliberately over¬ 
looked some confusing figure- 
work in one of the winning 
entries. The thumbnail sketch 
of the finance director at 
Hodder Headline, the pub¬ 
lisher, contained this sentence: 
“In 19%. after seven years 
with KPMG, he joined TVS 
Entertainment pic where he 
was appointed group finance 


director in 19S8." Must be 
something to do with time 
travel, or possibly restating 
the anginal figures. 

lip service 

BRITAIN'S finance directors 
are notorious for ignoring the 
implications of the movement 
to converge and harmonise 
accounting standards world¬ 
wide, But the res f of the world 
seems to be correspondingly 


enthusiastic. On March H the 
International Accounting 
Standards Committee is hold¬ 
ing a conference for finance di- 
rcetors in Brussels to discuss 
and explain the implications. 
At present, more than 150 have 
signed up from some 36 coun¬ 
tries. But to look at the list it 
would seem that finance chiefs 
from Brazil to Estonia and 
from Hong Kong to the US are 
more alert to the challenges 
than iheir UK counterparts. 
Something to do with a feck of 
stiff upper lip probably. 

Robert Bruce 



serve no purpose 


ITIS the sort of question small children ask on 
first seeing a politician make a speech. 
“What's it for?” they say. and we are hard put 
to give a sensible reply. The same is true fora 
company’s annual report and accounts. They 
have to be published bylaw. But it is often 
hard to see what their real function fa.lt has 
become so diluted and Changed over the years 
that companies toad to communicate useful 
information through other channels. • 

No wonder that published reports and 
accounts came in fora mauling at last week’s 
awards ceremony. The awards are sponsored 
by tta Stock Exchange and tta three chartered 
accountants' institutes in England, Ireland 
and Scotland. The Stock Exchange shortlists 
the 150 best reports and accounts of the 2.000 
or so listed companies, in the words of Nigel 
Macd o nald, the Ernst & Young partner who 
spoke for tiie judges: “A surprisingly large 
number of that 150 do dot score particularly 
highly." Only 50 were rated to be very good 
this year, which, as Macdonald pointed out 
“is not a high proportion of 
the original 2,000". 

“The reader's first require¬ 
ment is to be told succinctly 
what the company does,” he 
said, “and you wotdd be sur¬ 
prised at bow many in the 
top 150 do not fulfil that basic 
requirement-" Then he 
launched into a list of woes. 

He complained about “un¬ 
substantiated optimism and 
Banner. He criticised print 
that was loo small and col¬ 
oured paper which made it 
even harder to read. He talk¬ 
ed of confusing colour cod¬ 
ing, photographs that had 
nothing to do with die mess¬ 
age of the repor t, non-zero- 
based graphs and, in some 
cases, reports where there 
was inconsistency between — 

the figures being quoted in the directors’ 
front half of the report and those in the bade 
half of statutory accounts. It is an old story. 
Particularly, the point about misleadin g 
graphs, which was recently hammered home 
in an ^English fCA research report by Vivien 
Beattie and Michael John Jones. It showed 
how the use of graphs that tdl a different 
story from the figures was widespread. 

None of this is terribly new. Malting some¬ 
thing more attractive than it warrants is in¬ 
evitable given tiie confusion in philosophy 
when a report is both statutory document 
and corporate brochure; produced by direc¬ 
tors who want to hype it up, but policed by 
auditors who try to instil objectivity. What 
has changed Is the level of questioning tint fa 



Robert 

Bruce 


on. Many people now believe that the 
etail and narrative that aims to tell people 
how the company fa likely Co fare should be 
published with the pretimuiaiy results. 

This is when, at tiie moment, the headline 
figures are released under relatively freeform 
rules. Analysts take tbteir cue from this date in 
the reporting calendar. They may look in 
detail at the report arid accounts produced 
weeks later, but not as a key source. The bulk 
of the detailed figures could be published 
later and filed, available on request 
Likewise, the misleading nature of pub¬ 
lished reports stems from the conflict m their 
purpose. “It fa very common." said Macdon¬ 
ald, “for designers to produce a running draft 
which tiie management turns into the re¬ 
port’’ Sometimes the result is designer- 
driven, sometimes management drive. It 
always runs the risk of ending up a hybrid. 
Another judge. Isobet Sharp, of Arthur 
Andersen, put her finger on the key 
ingredient for a successful report “They need 
people who understand the 
business to write them — 
people who have put a lot of 
thought into it” 

One of this year's winners, 
Hodder Headline, the publi¬ 
sher, provides some point¬ 
ers. ft produces only 6,(X5fc 
copies of its report and aeff* 
ounts: 1.000 go to sharehold¬ 
ers and the remaining 5.000 
to authors, agents and the 
press, or.for use as a calling 
card, the corporate brochure. 
Mark Opzoomer. Hodder’s 
deputy chief executive, is 
clear about their purpose- 
“Peopte don't read it" he 
said, “but they flick through 
it and they can see we are 
profitable." He also believes 
that the report should be 
published at the preli minar y 


In ModfaH 

It writes the report and accounts, then cuts 
ana pastes to produce its preliminary ann¬ 
ouncement “We are at the colour proof stage 
our preliminaiy armounro 
s ®£°P»> on “s‘. There is no reason 
why ti could not publish the whole lot at the 

Hod<fcr has Shafer 
somelarger companiS. But 
as Opzoomer said, if people spent less tune 
on the flannel they could do it as weir 
Su* a system would also bring darity 
taefc to the pmpose of a published report and 
aocoont& And it would ebneentratethe effort 
way in which the company - 
^ the sorts of assurances that 
shareholders and stakeholders really want 
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Cashing in 

an endowment policy? 


Make sure it goes 
to the highest bidder. 
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double assurance companies' surrender values, 
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TRAINING AND ENTERPRISE COUNCILS 



L ast week, at a small 
ceremony typical of 
those held monthly 
throughout Britain, 16. 
Organisations in Fafeham in"'"' 
Hampshire were presented 
with Investor in People 
plaques. The event was 
organiasd by the local TYain- 
ing and Enterprise Council 
flbc) and what made it telling 
was the kind of businesses 
involved. 

Ranging from a manufac¬ 
turer of fire detectors and the 
Portsmouth Forte Posthouse 
through to a private hospital 
and New Forest District Coun¬ 
cil. a virtual cross-section of 
local industry, commerce and 
the public sector was 
represented. 

As individual organisations, 
each of these 16 had shown 
that they were dearly focused 
and were developing their 
people to achieve their busi¬ 
ness objectives. But perhaps 
even more important, as the 
nation takes stock of itself in 
the election season, they pro¬ 
vided a human dimension to 
the economic picture. 

Whatever success the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer might 
claim for himself, the real 
substance of prosperity is 
being created try well-man- 
aged organisations whose 
staff know what they are doing 
and where they are going. 

There are now plenty of 
such organisations to be 
found. Providing evidence of 
this. NatWest Corporate Busi¬ 
ness Services in the Gty of 
London will make history in a 
few days' time when it be¬ 
comes the 5£00th Investor in 
People to receive recognition. 

The NatWest CBS event 
tike the Hampshire presenta¬ 
tion. is a credit to the local 
Training and Enterprise 
Council It is the network of 
Tecs and their counterparts, 
the Local Enterprise Councils 
(Lees) in Scotland and the 
Training & Employment 
Agency in Northern Ireland 
which are responsible for pro¬ 
moting the Investors in People 
standard. For than, it repre¬ 
sents probably the most im¬ 
portant single instrument for 
helping local business wise up 
to better management. 

Amid a surfeit of “flavour of 


Edward Fennell introduces a three-page report on Investors in People and other Tec initiatives 

Discover the secret 
of business success 



Colt International of Hampshire has become acknowledged as an Investor in People 


the month" management tech¬ 
niques. tiie Investors in People 
standard has won through 
because it is free of gimmicks. 
The standard is “owned" by 
industry and steins from a 
careful analysis of tried and 
tested good practice. 

Bearing this out was the 
guest speaker at the Fareham 


who have achieved the stan¬ 
dard are reporting that they 
are increasing market share, 
increasing productivity and 
making better use of 
inventory. 

“For private sector organ¬ 
isations. that means better 
profitability while those in the 
public sector can show that 


The standard saved us money and enabled us to 
set our goals and employ staff to achieve them’ 


event. Dr Barry Seward- 
Thompson of the human re¬ 
source consultancy. Working 
Vision. At the invitation of the 
Tec, he summed up for the 
successful companies the evi¬ 
dence which is emerging na¬ 
tionally about fbe benefits of 
being an Investor in People. 

“WeYe now seeing results in 
three main areas. Firstly, the 
bottom-line. Organisations 


they are achieving more with 
their resources," he said. 

"Secondly, there are dear 
signs that quality is increas¬ 
ing. There is better delivery 
compliance, greater customer 
satisfaction levels and fewer 
complaints. And, third, there 
is evidence of better-motivated 
staff. Absenteeism drops and 
there are more positive contri¬ 
butions from staftT 


Holiest, the managing direc¬ 
tor, to get involved was hear¬ 
ing Tbm Farmer, the head of 
Xmk-Fft, extolling its virtues. 
“Tom Farmer is an amazingly 
dynamic guy." Mr Holiest 
says, “and hearing him talk 
about Investors in People with 
sudi energy convinced me that 
there was something worth¬ 
while in it" Phillips achieved 
the standard last year and Mr 


Soldier, Soldier: the Army now believes that attaining a recognised qualification is an integral part of the Army 

Civilian exams invade the Army 



C olonel Robin Fleld- 
Smilb would like to see 
national vocational 
qualifications worked into the 
plot line .of the television 
drama Soldier . Soldier as 
NVQs are now an integral 
part of the Army. 

Fran the headquarters of 
Perso nn el and Training Com¬ 
mand in Wiltshire, Colonel 
f^Eld-Smith explains that at¬ 
taining recognised qualifica¬ 
tions, from NVQ level I to 
membership of a professional 
body, up to an MBA. is 
essoitial to a military career. 

\Mth 90 per cent of the Army 
aged under 30, training and. 
qualifications appropriate for 
young people are particularly 
important Army apprentice¬ 
ships are becoming Modern 
Apprenticeships, leading to 
NVQ level 3. The Modern 
Apprenticeship framework is 
being applied to technical 
apprenticeships and will cover 
other training areas where 
possible. A new Army Founda¬ 
tion College will give between 
1,000 and 1.500 school-leavers 
the opportunity to pursue de¬ 
velopmental education and 
training as the begin ning of 
their career in the forces. 
Colonel Field-Smith says that 

the college will “kick-start the 
military skills and personal 
development of future NCOsT. 

The Army recruits 15,000 
young people a year and over 
Z000 of them will be able to 
tr am as apprentices or attend 


Modern qualifications are now 
essential to a military career 


the Army Foundation College, 
leaving around 13,000 to go 
through the ordinary soldier 
route; These days aU soldiers , 
who completelmtialTraimng, 
lasting ten to eleven weeks, 
achieve an NVQ- level L “Re¬ 
search -shows soldiers really 
value the award. For some it is 
the first formal recognition of 
success," Colonel Field-Smith 
says. 

He believes that the Army 
•will be dovetailing with gov¬ 
ernment policy qn the Nat¬ 
ional Record of Achievement, 
to be relaunched next year. 
"After completing NVQ level 1, 
soldiers wui be able to com¬ 
plete further vocational units 
which will be recorded on 
their record of achievement, 
kept since school- - These 
achievements include sport, 
adventure training and other 
q ualifi cations and give sol¬ 
diers a portfolio to take on to 
their next employer-’' 

The majority of soldiers will 
have a next employer, as the 
Army emphasises that it now 
offers a first career, but rarely 
a career for life. Colonel Fields 
Smith explains: “Competency- 
based trainin g is nothing new 
in the military. But the post- 
Cdd War manpower cuts, 
brought in by the Options for 
Change report, meant that we 


had to look kt training that 
fitted personal development 
needs and career aspirations, 
as well as military needs. 
That’s why we fanned the 
linkages between our internal 
training and recognised quali¬ 
fications. Former" soldiers 
needed recognised qualifica¬ 
tions to sell an to civilian 
employers. So training for 
recognised qualifications be¬ 
gins from day one to the day 
you leave." 

T he Army's pursuit of 
external qualifications 
is twofold.. First it helps 
the resettlement at former 
soldiers into civilian life, and 
secondly the opportunity for 
qualification attracts die right 
caUhre of new recruits. “The 
Army has a genuine claim, to 
be a good employer, offering a 
good remuneration package 
and chances far personal dev-; 
etopment and this will attract 
recruits. And once they're in, 
we offer. continuing. develop¬ 
ment so soldiers will stay with 
us because they know theywill 
be well off,"; Colonel Field- 
Smith says. He continues that 
tiie army is part of society, not 
separate from h. so the Army 
must, reflea modern career 
aspirations. • ' 

Just ’ how modem the 


Army’s attitude is to training 
can be seen in its adoption of 
the Institute of Personnel Dev¬ 
elopment qualifications for of¬ 
ficers training at Sandhurst, 
together with support for 
Open University qualifica¬ 
tions and MBAs- throughout 
their careers. 

.“About 80 per cent of our 
officer intake is graduates, but 
we need competency in leader¬ 
ship, management and mili¬ 
tary skills together with 
intellectual ability * the colo¬ 
nel says. 

Incorporating the Army's 
need for global mobility into 
achieving the Investors in 
People standard is a challenge. 
As part of the Ministry of 
Defence the Army is commit¬ 
ted to achieving Investors In 
People standard by the year 
2000 . 

“As a workforce we move 
around the world at shot 
notice, at the behest of others. 
So while we offer organis¬ 
ational stability, there is un¬ 
avoidable instability of place 
of employment. IIP can’t be 
done just like that," he says. 

Despite the challenges. Col¬ 
onel Reld-Smith believes the 
external recognition of IIP wfll 
move the Amoy from good 
practice to best. “We are 
determined to match our activ¬ 
ities at every level of the Army, 
against the indicators of the 
□P standard." 

Susan Gray 


Holiest feels that this has 
contributed to the cohesive- 
ness of the . organisation at a 
time when it has expanded 
considerably and is seeking 
greater market-share. 

Meanwhile, Mr Farmers 
enthusiasm for Investors in 
People has fed him to join the 
natfanal board of Investors in 
People UK (which acts as the 
custodian of the standard) 
where he is joined by people 
tike Don Beattie, the chief 
executive, personnel, of the 
ROC group and John Hazel¬ 
wood, CBE DL, the general 
manager of Birds Eye Walls. 


B ut Investors in 
ftsople is definitely 
not just for the larger 
players (even though 
national targets and publicity 
were initially focused at them). 

Sue Todd, for example, is 
the managing director of Poly- 
media Limited, a very small, 
regional, public relations 
agency. In the recession, she 
was keenly aware that she 
needed a management frame¬ 
work to help her to stay 
focused on her objectives and 
deploy her very limited staff— 
arid very small budget — to 
best effect 

“I realised that if we were to 
survive we needed to be more 
professional at everything we 
did or we would go under." 
she says. “The standard gave 
us a methodology which saved 
us money and enabled us to 
'complete the loop’ from set¬ 
ting our goals to employing 
and developing staff to achieve 
them." 

All of that was more than 
three years ago. Sue Todd and 
Polymedia nave now gone 
through the assessment pro¬ 
cess not aice bur twice — and 
found that it was even more 
valuable the second time 
because it stopped her from 
becoming complacent. She too 
is now a board member of 
Investors in People UK. 

She says: “I'm currently 
chairing a small business 
project which is designed to 
cut out the jargon and make 
the terminology of the stan¬ 
dard more relevant to small 
businesses. Ive seen the bene¬ 
fit I want other small busi¬ 
nesses to do so as well.” 


Although the Government 
places considerable emphasis 
on the importance of Investors 
in People, the most powerful 
advocates cone from the busi¬ 
ness community. For example, 
Phillips the auction house, 
rated number three in Britain, 
has recently received recogni¬ 
tion.. What inspired Roger 


S oon, businesses will 

start to look conspicu¬ 
ous if they do not have 
the Investor in People insig¬ 
nia on their notepaper or 
hanging on their office walls. 

The fact that the landmark 
5.000th recognition has now 
been reached means that the 
targets set for Investors in 
People — TO per cent of 
organisations employing TOO 
or more people and 35 per cent 
of those employing 50 or more 
— should be achieved. 

Tony Shaw, managing di¬ 
rector of NatWest Corporate 
Banking Services, says that 
the Investors in People stan¬ 
dard was a useful tool Id 
invigorate CBS. giving a focus 
and clarity to “people issues”. 
CBS performed better on 
most measures and achieved 
higher results than the rest of 
the organisation and consid¬ 
erably better than the finan¬ 
cial services sector generally. 

Leadership from the front is 
characteristic of successful 
bids for Investors in People 
status. As Mary Chapman, 
chief executive of Investors in 
People UK. says: “Because 
Investors in People is about 
business development, it has 
to be tinfced to the direction in 
which the business is going. 
That direction is determined 
at board level, so it is critical 
that the people who take 
derisions centrally should be 
the ones who lead the drive to 
achieve the standard.” 

In building the profile of 
the standard. Investors in 
People UK bas recognised the 
importance of winning the 
support of high quality, suc¬ 
cessful organisations. With 
companies such as BT, TNT 
and Unilever acting as role 
models the message is easier 
to communicate- In a nutshell. 
Investors in People UK is 
saying: “Here is the secret of 
business success for the UK’s 
leading organisations. It is 
also available to you if you 
develop your people in line 
with the standard.” 

Investors in People UK is 
now working with a range of 
partners to promote wider 
take-up of die standard. At die 


local level the Tecs, Lees and 
the T&EA are the most impor¬ 
tant agents. In many cases, 
however, it is more appropri¬ 
ate that national recognition 
should be given for an organ¬ 
isation which has, say, 
branches or outlets scattered 
throughout Britain. In these 
cases the national assessment 
centre team at Investors in 
People UK’s London offices 
will become involved to man¬ 
age the assessment 
Tfhe centra] team also plays 
a very important part in 
approaching trade federa¬ 
tions and sectoral bodies —- in 
fields such as water and hotel 
and catering — to promote 

THAN 



Mary Chapman: committed 

take-up within specific indus¬ 
tries: There are also close 
relationships with both the 
CB1 and the TUG which have 
been supportive of the stan¬ 
dard since it was launched. 

Whatever the size of the 
organisation, however, the 
standard has to be applied 
consistently. When assessors 
visit firms seeking recognition 
they interview people from 
die most senior to the most 
junior levels — as well as 
those in obscure janitorial 
and housekeeping positions 
— in order to check that the 
standard is being met 

It is this rigour which 
underlies the standard’s value 
and why it is now being 


sought out by customers and 
potential employees alike. As 
Mary Chapman says “People 
are becoming increasingly 
choosy. We see that recog¬ 
nised organisations are now 
becoming the ‘employers of 
choice' especially for careers 
advisers and among those 
staff who are in demand in the 
employment market.” 

Evidence of this is provided 
by Roy Lecky-Thompson, for¬ 
merly head of personnel at the 
Bank of England and now a 
human resources consultant 
who advises up-and-coming 
managers hi financial services 
to look out for recognised 
organisations when they plan 
their career moves in the City. 
Meanwhile Philip Sharon, a 
successful hairdressing chain 
in the Thames Valley, finds 
that it gets a better reception 
from school careers leathers 
for its apprenticeship vacan¬ 
cies now it has the standard. 

T he growing credibility 
of Investors in People 
also helps organ¬ 

isations to stand out when 
they are competing for busi¬ 
ness. Bexley College, in Kent 
For example, finds that, hav¬ 
ing gained the standard, it is 
now taken much more seri¬ 
ously when it pitches to com¬ 
mercial clients for 

consultancy work and train¬ 
ing services. “Potential clients 
feel that our staff are quality- 
assured because we are recog¬ 
nised Investors in People," 
Mildred Howse. a member of 
the senior management team 
at the college, says. 

With such a range of organ¬ 
isations having reached the 
standard — and that also 
indudes breweries, law firms, 
retailers and central govern¬ 
ment departments and agen¬ 
cies — those who do not have 
it will find themselves under 
increasing pressure to do 
something about iL 
As Maty Chapman puts it 
“If every organisation in the 
UK were recognised Investors 
in People then Britain would 
be even more competitive and 
better able to adapt to changes 
in the future." 
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WheriN^wizzeis'AlaHow, 
-manufacturers of Love Hearts, 
initiated a factory-wide NVQ 
training program melt quickly 
became obvious they had made 
tire right selection, improved staff 
motivation increased efficiency, 
productivity, flexibility - and (he 
taste of sweet success. 
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Get on Bj© line to find out whai NVQs can do for your business 

0800 072 1777 




iceoCO O O v> 

NVQ 


? d ■- f - * h&yS&_. 


Cjy’i/} (>)h5> 


, . s*£Si 2 t'B S-i.SP’S & H id # 6 Si Ji 79 V P13 8? a A JH a « -e, 



















clv>Vji> )^5> 






THE TIMES THURSDAY FEBRUARY 



r% 





LET'S FACE IT. 


SOME COMPANIES WILL NEVER BECOME 


INVESTORS IN PEOPLE. 


m 




It has nothing to do with their location, their 
buildings (however monstrous} or even their age. . 

It has everything to do with their attitude. Some 
companies' approach to their staff is prehistoric. They 
see people as a cost, not an asset. Units of labour, not 


individuals with aims and ambitions. 


Sudi companies are unlikely to qualify for the 
'Investors in People'Standard. 

The types of company that earn this prestigious 


accolade are different animals that have evolved to meet 


the needs of today's working climate. 

These companies know and believe in an 
environment where each and every employee feels 
they can contribute ideas and suggestions. 

In 'Investor in People' companies business 
performance improves dramatically because they 
have employees who are strongly motivated, well 
trained and constantly involved. . 

If you would like your company to evolve along 
with this new breed ring 0545 70 71 72 (9am to 9pm 
weekdays, local rate) for an information pack. 

You know what they say. 'Adapt or Die'. 


www.itl.net/go/to/npuk 
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TECS 35 





Pat Xrevarton adjusts a dress at Prudence Gowns in Plymouth, participator in the Investors in People scheme ran by the Devon & Cornwall Tec 



C 


hris Humphries, the 
man who speaks for 
the 8T Ttscs as the 
' national policy direc¬ 
tor erf the Tec National Coun¬ 
cil, says that Investors in 
People is essential to the job of 
his member organisations, “In 
the global marketplace of the 
Nineties the key discriminator 
is not technology, but the skills 
of the people who work for a 
company," he says. “Failure to 
develop people can be total 
The Investors in People stan¬ 
dard is the way to focus on the 
key purpose of a business and 
develop the people in line with 
that." 

The creation of the Tec 
network ar the end of die 
Eighties has been a vital part 
of the Government’s drive to 
raise the performance of Brit¬ 
ish industry. Local Tec board 
members are drawn ; from 
leading members of the busi¬ 
ness community together with 
trade unions and local govern- - 
merit representatives., Mr 
Humphries believes the Tecs 
represent “a very high level of 
business commitment tp the 
development of local econo¬ 
mies at no cost". 

Devon & Cornwall Tec has 
one of the bet records fix' 
achieving Investors in Bsople 


Development of employee skills is vital to the well¬ 
being of regional economies, says Edward Fennell 


status and is satisfied that well 
over half come from the manu¬ 
facturing and tourism sectors 
— the industries critical to the 
economy of foe area. 

John Mannell, chief execu¬ 
tive, toys: “With our unique 
business and industrial struc¬ 
ture and our geography we 
recognise that our people are 
the only common thread in 
delivering prosperity for our 
two counties — hence our 
dedication to Investors in 
e." 

: same sentiment is likely 
to be echoed throughout Brit¬ 
ain. Tecs are concerned with 
building successful businesses 
as well as supporting educa¬ 
tion and training. Gillian 
Shephard; Secretary of Stale 
for Education and Employ- 
■ ment, at a recent launch of the 
Tecs’ strategy document. Tecs: 
Beyond2000, said: “Tecs have 
a crucial rale in building the 
prosperity of local areas as we 
move into the nexr century, 
through support for enter¬ 
prise; training and education." 

Tecsr Beyond 2000 calls on 
file Tec movement to develop 


and implement strategies for 
economic development and, in 
pursuit of that aim, to work in 
partnership with local busi¬ 
nesses, local authorities, the 
education sector and other 
. organisations. 

But, as well as taking on 
specific programmes, foe Tecs 
are also being asked to under¬ 
take a broader cultural and 
social role. The ultimate goal 
for the Tecs is to create a 
culture of lifetime learning for 
people of all ages in order to 
■ boost flexibility and adaptabil¬ 
ity within the workforce. 

Nobody pretends it is going 
to be easy and results may 
have to be measured in de¬ 
cades rather titan years. Even 
so, foe evidence so tor is that 
Tecs axe good at reaching then- 
targets — they have shown 
that they can boost local 
enterprise and support skills 
and training. 

Among their key responsi¬ 
bilities has been the delivery of 
government programmes 
such as Youth Training, Mod¬ 
ern Apprenticeships ' and 
Training for "Work (which 


helps longterin unemployed 
adults return to work), and in 
doing this they claim to have 
attracted £1.65 billion of pri¬ 
vate sector investment into 
training. 

For this reason Mr 
Humphries plays down the 
idea that new Labour, if it 
wins the next election, would 
do much to disturb the current 
arrangement. 

“ t would be, a very 
■ strange government 
I that turned off all this 

JL interest and said, “We 
don't need you'. I am sure that 
a possible incoming Labour 
administration would want to 
look closely at the way foeTecs 
work, but my expectation is 
that any changes would be an 
enhancement of the present 
structure rather than a funda¬ 
mental change. It is about 
evolution not revolution,” he 
says. 

So self-assured have the 
Tecs become that they Erenow 
starting to indicate to the 
political parties, in fairly as¬ 
sertive tones, what they went 


from a future 
Already there is a debate going 
on about cuts in the Tecs* 
expenditure. Exact figures are 
hard to pin down but rt is 
alleged that the Tecs' budgets 
have been cut back consistent¬ 
ly by abort 6 per cent for each 
year of their existence. 

The biggest anxiety, how¬ 
ever, for most Tec chairmen 
would be the possibility of 
their becoming an arm of local 
government. 

The notion of TEC boards 
being made up of local council¬ 
lors would precipitate a whole¬ 
sale exodus of the private 
sector members. Hence one of 
their chief demands is “contin¬ 
ued recognition of the value of 
integrating local training and 
enterprise strategies and activ¬ 
ity within a single employer- 
led body". They also want "a 
commitment to reducing regu¬ 
lation and control to foe mini¬ 
mum necessary consistent 
with public accountability, 
with increased discretion to 
respond to local needs”. . 

In short foe Tecs collective¬ 
ly want a high degree of 
autonomy and pretty low in¬ 
terference from politicians. % 
continuing to argue from a 
position i2 strength they are 
likely to get what they ask for. 


Vocational training 
reaches maturity 

Merged authority will invigorate NVQ courses 


A cademic education 

and vocational train¬ 
ing were once regard¬ 
ed as two different routes to 
becoming qualified, but the 
work of foe National Council 
for Vocational Qualifications 
has transformed the status of 
work-based training. 

This autumn NCVQ will 
combine with the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority to become the 
Qualification and National 
Curriculum Authority, over¬ 
seeing. according to Sue 
Stevens, assistant director, 
public relations, “qualifica¬ 
tions and the curriculum 
from nursery through to 
retirement". 

The new QNCA will be a 
statutory body, making it a 
force in shaping the career 
opportunities and aspira¬ 
tions of Britons throughout 
their working lives. 

The first NVQ was set up 
in 1990, and the qualification 
now covers 850 subjects tak¬ 
ing in around 92 per cent of 
occupations in Britain. 

Changing career patterns 
and the volatile labour mar¬ 
ket make it essential for 
people to have a flexible 
training programme. 

“Rigid qualifications are 
meaningless.” Ms Stevens 
adds. She says the Tecs have 
a huge role to play in 
keeping workers and busi¬ 
nesses up to speed with 
economic change- 
Kent Tec’s work at 
Bluewater shopping centre 
in Dartford shows the pivot¬ 
al role for Tecs in harnessing 
different organisations in a 
community for economic 
benefit 

Developed by Lend Lease 
and opening in 1999, 
Bluewater will be the largest 
shopping centre in Europe. 
Michele Bodkin, senior con¬ 
tract manager at Kent Tec. 
says: “The partnership ap¬ 
proach between Lend Lease, 
contractors and local train¬ 
ing providers is already in 
place. 

“There is an on-site job 
centre, and 400 previously 
unemployed local people are 
working in construction and 
training in construction 
crafts up to NVQ level VI, 
under the Training for Work 
Scheme.” 

Ms Bodkin believes (hat 


providing this level of train¬ 
ing need not be expensive fot 
employers as many schemes 
are Government-funded as 
long as a number of training 
partners are on board. 
“From the outset, Kent Tec 
worked up a training and 
education strategy with 
Bluewater and local training 
providers to identify key 
training needs " 

Job and training opportu¬ 
nities at Bluewater will come 
in discrete phases, according 
to Ms Bodkin. "Our training 
strategy has to deal with foe 
here and now as well as the 
long-term. At the moment 
we Ye in the construction 
phase, and plan to offer 
Modern Apprenticeships in 
the near future. 

“Kent Tec is also support- 
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ing NVQs in subjects of 
relevance to managers, re¬ 
tailers and contractors such 
as construction management 
information technology, 
business administration and 
customer care." When 
Bluewater opens for busi¬ 
ness, all tenant retailers will 
offer NVQ training, there 
will be an on-site customer 
care centre. Peter 
Walicknowski. managing di¬ 
rector of Lend Lease, would 
like to see Bluewater become 
foe centre for Britain’s first 
university of retailing. “Lend 
Lease have been very posi¬ 
tive,” Ms Bodkin says. 

Ian Irving, director of op¬ 
erations at Solotec. covering 
south east London and sub¬ 
urbs, says Tecs provide voca¬ 
tional training in response to 
foe needs of foe local econo¬ 


my. “SoJotec offers NVQ 
levels 1 to 4 through our 
Youth Credits scheme. Mod¬ 
ern Apprenticeships, Train¬ 
ing For Work for 
unemployed adults, and 
Skills For Small Businesses 
that involves 200 local com¬ 
panies in NVQ training. We 
review training provision ev¬ 
ery year and will cut unfilled 
places, or add new training 
areas as foe local economy 
demands." 

As well as deleting outdat¬ 
ed training. Solotec is able to 
add core subjects to modem 
apprenticeships in line with 
individual employers’ needs. 
The most commonly request¬ 
ed subjects are information 
technology, communication 
skills and problem solving. 
Employers in sectors such as 
tourism can add skills for 
their industry such as lan¬ 
guages or customer services. 
Although SO per cent of 16- 
year-olds in the Solotec re¬ 
gion stay in education, the 
Tec's Youth Credit scheme 
creates a career structure for 
those who are sick of school, 
and want to start their 
working lives and start earn¬ 
ing. The strong training and 
qualification element of 
Youth Credit sometimes 
lacking from older style 
Youth Training, ensures 
young people have a learn¬ 
ing base should they decide 
to return to education a few 
years later. 

Leaving school ar 16 need 
no longer be a one-way ticket 
to a dead-end job. but merely 
a different route into a 
lifetime of training. 

London's high level of 
employment in the cultural 
industries led Solotec to de¬ 
velop, in conjunction with 
the London Arts Board, foe 
first Modem Apprentice¬ 
ships in the Performing Arts 
since foe ITfo century. Cur¬ 
rently benlfiting from the 
scheme is Deeder Zaman, IS. 
lead singer with the Asian 
Dub Foundation. 

Apprentices on Solotec's 
scheme get a job with a 
salary in a competitive field, 
training, personal develop¬ 
ment and the knowledge 
they will be in foe right place 
at the right time when that 
big break arrives. 

Susan Gray 


High levels of employee training make their mark on the balance sheets 

How tourism is improving 
its 




T ourism is theUK’s fasfest growing 
employment seetor.and wfll create 
up to a million jobs m the next 
decade. In the past foe industry has 
suffered from an image as a poor 
employer, leading to skills shortages and 
recruitment problems. 

However, a recent Department of 

National ^-*' “—' 

in 

li*-- - , - 

hospitality companies which are becom¬ 
ing sought- aft er employers, offering high 
levels of employee reward and training. 
Partidpation in Investors in People, 
according to the DNH report, is foe 
hallmark of the sector’s most progressive 
employers; and not coinridentaffy, its 
most successful companies^ 

ITT Sheraton, foe American hotel 
cant, has six hotels in the! UK and four 
have achieved Investors in People recog¬ 
nition. Anne Scott, Sberatop’s director of 
human resources for.central London, 
says “Investors m People was an 
opport u nity to measure ourselves ag ainst 
best practice across foe whole of indugry, 
not just hotels. We were being compared 
with foe best employers in Britain.” 

Ms Scott says that the ^process of 
gaining Investors in People (DP) recogni¬ 
tion serves two purposes: ft audits areas 
where a company could do .better and 
'tlminds it of existing good practice. / 
Involving staff in IIP also reminds 
them of the opportunities that exist 
within their company. "As weH as being 
terrific external public relations, Inves¬ 
tors in People is great internal- PR," Ms 
Scott says. Sheraton employees have 
been very positive about foe award. It 
shows Sheraton’s commitment to ■ em¬ 
ployee development in not just lip service, 
and as employers we're going to deliver 
on the-standard of a ppra isals, jnternal 
communication and staff -development. 
Initially staff asked us if-we were going 
for the standard just to win a prune, and 
we were able to say no, we want to do 
things better." ' . 

Sheratoo Edinburgh was me first noted 

in the group to achieve IIP status in 
October 1994, and foe processes 
supported by foe city's Entopn^Omn- 
c3. Ms Scott cites foe Edinburgh Shera¬ 
ton as an example of foe botromune 
benefits of involving staff in business 

decisions. “Weset targets for revenue and 

customer, satisfaction, and foe room sales 
team, using their firsthand knowledge of 
customers? actually set higher targes 
than the management ongmais^ ana 
exceeded them. They delivered 97 per 
cent on foe customer safoifecftM gjJSL 
The Sheraton's Heathrow and Skytae 

achieved UP at foe end last yearjmd the 

Skyline found the process so useful it is 


having annual recertification. "This wfll 
drive the business forward with no risk of 
complacency,” Ms Scottsays. Cendec, the 
training ami enterprise council for cen¬ 
tral London, worked with the Sheraton 
Belgravia to achieve UP in January this 
year. 

Ms Scott sums up IIP as a wheel of 
improvement "You can measure the 
benefits in. terms of revenue and sales 
goaL Bat investors in People also has a 
knock-on effect of pride in the workforce, 
which cuts down on things like wastage. 
Staff turnover is reduced, winch leads to 
lowri-' reenribnent costs. Experienced 
^taff leads to higher standards of custom¬ 
er service and mare repeal business for 
the hoteL Achieving Investor in People 
recognition shows on foe top and bottom 
line of our business." .. 

Center Pairs, foe Dutch holiday com¬ 
pany, came to the UK in 1987 and 
transformed foe idea of staying in a 
holiday - camp beyond reoagrutioh. 
Downmarket images of Hr-De-Hi and 
„ knobbly knees competitions have been 
replaced by luxury accommodation, 
landscaped settings and state-of-the-art 
health and beamy facilities. 

Mieke van Nunen, foe public relations 
manager, 'says: “More titan 30 years ago. 
Center Parcs realised that success in foe 


leisure industry was determined by 
quality of facilities and quality of custom¬ 
er serviace." 

Center Parcs’ holiday villages in Sher¬ 
wood Forest, Nottinghamshire, and 
EWeden Forest; in Suffolk, achieved 
Investors in People recognition in 1995. 
As Peter Moore, managing director of 
Center Parcs UK, is a director of North 
Nottinghamshire Tec; UP was awarded 
by nrighbouring Southern Derbyshire 
Tec. At the time of foe award he said: 
“Center Pares has long realised the 
i mp ort a nce of the highest standards of 
sdvfceand the critical rote our staff play 
in our success. 

“Investors in People demonstrates how 
our own internal training and develop¬ 
ment programme, meet the standards’ 
very stringent criteria." The Assessment 
Report on theholiday villages concluded: 
“Center Parcs has learnt lessens during 
its investors journey which could be of 
value to other organisations.” 

When Ms Scott was asked what she 
had learnt from the investors jotmiey, 
she said: “If 1 was doing ft again I'd tell 
more people, more quickly and more 
often. I would shout it from the roof 
tops." - 

Susan Gray 



Staff at the Sfciuaion B^f^via.'W^ IIP status last month 
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■ FILM 1 

Michael Caine 
talks about his 
“labour of 
love” playing 
a dying gangster 
in Blood and Wine 



M FILM2 

Out on video 
this week is 
a typically 
whimsical movie 
from Francois 
Truffaut... 




■ FILM 3 

...plus Amie 
Schwarzenegger at 
his rambunctious 1 
best amid the 
blood and mayhem 
of Eraser... 



M FILMj 

.. . and Bill 
Clinton's 1992 
election campaign 
observed, warts • 

and all, in 

The War Room 


Nice work, if 
you want it 


A ! The age of nearly 64 
Michael Caine has 
good reason to feel 
that the fates have 
blessed him. He enjoys a long¬ 
standing happy marriage; his 
him career has brought him 
star status — and an Oscar — 
and he has amassed a consid¬ 
erable personal fortune, the 
reports of which, he says, are 
greatly exaggerated in their 
various estimates of between 
£16 million and £40 million. 

“I keep wondering where it 
is." he says. “My wife asks, is 
it under die bed? I haven’t got 
anything like that amount, but 
what 1 do have is complete 
freedom to do what I like — 
and that’s enough money for 
me." 

The money does help, of 
course, to keep him in the style 
to which he has become accus¬ 
tomed. He keeps a small 
apartment in Miami — where 
he has recently, opened yet 
another restaurant — for the 
winter months, but his main 
home is his Oxfordshire man¬ 
sion on the banks of the 
Thames. It is foe sort of place, 
he says, that he always dreamt 
of when he was young. 

In terms of his career free¬ 
dom means being able to 
choose the roles that appeal to 
him; rather than, as he some¬ 
times did in the old days, take 
a part because rhe money was 
good. A good example of this 
independence is his new role 
as a dying gangster who plans 
a miliion-dollar heist with a 
wine merchant yack Nichol¬ 
son) in Blood and Wine. 
According to some, the film 
contains the best work Caine 
has done since Hannah and 
Her Sisters, for which he won 
his Oscar. 


It takes more 
than money to get 
Michael Caine in 
front of a camera 
these days, writes 
Carol Alien 


“irs not a very big part, but 
it was a labour of love and I 
think it shows in foe perfor¬ 
mance.’' Caine says. “Hannah 
was a labour of love too. 
because you don't get millions 
of dollars from Woody Allen, 
and that wasn't a major part 
either. 1 seem to relax when 1 
don't have to carry the movie." 

Caine was drawn to the 
character — who is not unlike 
the gangster he played in 
Mona usa , grown older and 
fallen on hard dmes — partly 
because die film offered his 
first opportunity to work with 
Nicholson, a friend of 30 years’ 
standing. But another reason 
was the project itself, which he 
sees as a contemporary film 
noir. "The characters drive it 
rather than the crime or foe 
special effects and stunts. And 
I loved foe sleazy Florida 
background, it's like the mov¬ 
ies I saw’when 1 was a kid. and 
now I'm in one." 

The east London gangster 
persona he brings to the role 
raises once again the image 
Caine has had ever since 
playing Alfie and Harry Palm¬ 
er in his youth: that of foe 
“professional Cockney". But. 
as he points out with slight 
irritation, “I’ve never been 
paid any money for being a 


Cockney." And if you listen 
carefully to that famous Caine 
voice, it is more the quality of 
tone — gravelly and slightly 
adenoidal — that gives it its 
distinctive quality, rather than 
vowels and diction. 

"It’s got nothing to do with 
London or Cockneys or class." 
he says. “That'S the way I talk 
and that's it. Cary Grant and 
James Cagney and Humphrey 
Bogart all- had their own 
voices, but no one went on 
about where they came from, 
because not only did they not 
know. they weren't 
interested." 


W hile Blood and 
Wine marks foe 
first time Caine 
has been seen in 
a significant big screen role 
since 1992, he has not been idle 
in the past few years. In 
Bullets to Beijing, a made-for- 
cabie television movie which 
at one point was mooted for a 
UK cinema release, he re¬ 
prised the role of a now 
middle-aged Harry Palmer. 
And he recently completed a 
four-hour mini-series version 
of 20000 Leagues Under the 
Sea. playing Captain Nemo. 

The most interesting of his 
forthcoming films, however, is 
the one he shot last summer in 
South Africa, in which he 
plays F.W. de Klerk opposite 
Sidney Polder as Nelson 
Mandela — a project he talks 
about with relish. "Sidney and 
1 made an antj-apartheid film 
in 1975 called The Wilby 
Conspiracy . after which we 
were persona non grata in 
South Africa," he says. "One of 
the reasons for our doing this 
was to go back as the two 
Presidents of the country." 



"I relax when I don't have to carry the movie": Michael Caine with the pressure off 
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•HYTNER...HAS MADE A 
FIRST-RATE, LITERATE. 
HANDSOME FILM” 



He is due to start work in 
April on foe film Shadow Run, 
written lay Desmond Lowden 
from his own novel. Once 
more it is a “labour of love", 
this time for Geoffrey Reeve, 
with whom he - made The 
Whistle Blower. “It’S a small 
English thriller, very quirky 
and quite strange. It'S foe kind 


of thing 1 ptdc up on and if I'm 
interested I do it. I play a 
Cockney again, a real London 
gangster, but there’s a lot 
more to it than that. I started 
to read the scripr, it intrigued 
me and I thought I’ve never 
seen anything like this before." 

After that he would like to 
do another project with Nich¬ 


olson. this time something 
completely different from 
Blood and Wine. ■ 

“We think we're very fanny 
together." he says. “We're not 
funny in this movie, but we 
could be. so we're looking for a 
comedy." 

• Blood and Wine opens on 
March 7 


lamour en fuite 

Artificial Bye. 15, 1979 \ 

This is .foe last of Truffaut’s 
series- foliowring, the adven¬ 
tures of.Jean-PauI L6aud*s 
Antoine Doinel. the character 
first introduced morethan 2D 
years before in Les Qiiatre 
, Cents Cairns. He is still the 
dhherer, chasing whims and 
women; and though Truffaut 
engineers delightful moments, 
foe coy artificiality' of the 
exercise proves a little wearing 
over time. But Truffaut com¬ 
pletes should be happy. 
Another of the director's film 
from foe 1970s. Une Belle Fille 
CommeMoL. is also available. 

BOSTON KICKOUF 
First Independent, IS. 1996 
Promising first feature from a 
new British director, -Paul 
Hills, about • youngsters at 
loose ends in Stevenage. The. 
script attempts, to stuff, too 
' much drama into 100 minutes, 

buttle Sm is strengthened by 
fresKreoforraances and a 
sincere -desire to reflett the 
lives of British youth. With 
John Simm and ..Emer 
McCourL Available to rent. 

ERASER ' 

Warner, 18,1996 
Not foe sleekest blockbuster 
around, but if you want to see 
Arnold Schwarzenegger dis¬ 
patching alligators with the 
cry “You’re luggage!" this 
dishevelled concoction of pop¬ 
ular ingredients is your big 
chance. Amie works for foe 
Federal Witness Protection 
programme; foe baddies want 
to ship the ray-guns to nasty 
people overseas. With Vanessa 
Williams aid James Caan. 
Director. Charles Russell. 
Available to rent 

THE WAR ROOM 

Downtown Video, E, 1993 
Absolutely riveting documen¬ 
tary from American veteran 
DA. Pennebaker and Chris 
Hegedus. in which.the camera 
becomes a fly on the wall 
during Bill Clinton’s 1992 elec¬ 



tion campaign. Star of the 
show, though IS n< * - 

president-to-be, but Jatnes 
Carvilie. dubbed in the busi¬ 
ness “foe Ragin’ Cajun", the 
political strategist whoa un¬ 
flinching enthusiasm and wiiy 
ways helped to- ensure Clin¬ 
ton’s victory. ■ 

WILLY WONKA AND THE 
CHOCOLATE FACTORY ■ 
Warner, 0,1971 
Matilda is riot the only film 
adaptation of Roald DahL 
Apart from 77ie Witches, there 
is also also this treasure, now 
25 years old, based on Dahl's 
delightfully macabre story 
about children receiving their 
just deserts in a confectionery 
factory, ft was filmed in Ba¬ 
varia with some unfortunate 
songs, wonderful bizarre sets, 
and a twinkling performance 
from Gene Wilder as foe 
ingenious inventor of exploit 
mg candy and everlasting 
gobstoppfers. Newly available 
in a remastered version. • - 

NOTHING PERSONAL 

Film Four. J8,1995 
Thadderis O’Sullivan’s drama 
thrusts Us on to foe streets of 
Belfast In 1975. where Roman 
Catholics and loyalists stage 
running battles, bullets np 
kneecaps or worse, and fires 
erupt ihta the night sky. No 
sides are taken: O’Sullivan’s 
goal is to portray the dreadful 
consequences of violence and 
fanaticism in a divided com¬ 
munity. Michael Gambon re¬ 
deems, some, recent bad 
performances as the loyalist 
leader trying to go softly softly: 
Ian Harr and James Frain 
chill the bones as trigger- 
happy fanatics. Powerful stuff, 
particularly in its depiction of 
children caught up in their 
parents' quarrels. Available to 
rent. 

7 ■ Geoff Brown 




THE 


CRUCIBLE 

What some hearts desire iiha must possess. 


WINONA 

RYDER 

UESE SPENCER - THE INDEPENDENT 

"...ONE OF THE HOTTEST 
TICKETS OF THE YEAR." 

PETER TRAVERS - ROLLING STONE 

"ELECTRIC! A SEDUCTIVELY 
EXCITING FILM THAT CRACKLES 
WITH VISUAL ENERGY. 
PASSIONATE PROVOCATION 
\ND INCENDIARY ACTING." 

VICTORIA MATHER ■ TATLER 

"MOVES WITH 
ASTONISHING 
PACE- 

neon 

"...MESMERISING 

PERFORMANCES... 
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■ FILM 5 

Out in the 
cinema this , 
week; Nicole . 
Kidman is icily 
framed in The 
Portrait of a Lady 



■ FILM 6 

... and Tim 
Burton brings 
out the little 
green men. for 
space-wars fun 
in Mars Attacks! 



■ FILM 7 

.,. but despite 
Paul Scofield’s 
mastery, a 
cinematic treatment 
of The Crucible 
fells flat 




CINEMA: Geoff Brown on Jane Campion’s Portrait of a Lady in shades of grey 



■ FILM 8 

.. and Bound, 
for all its 
chic designer 
violence, turns 
out to be a grubby 
low-budget thriller 



Nicole Kidman displays tight control as Isabel, heroine of a Portrait of a Lady that its author, Henry James, would hardly recognise 

Politeness forbids 


W! 


< OS 

WiSOM 

RYDER 
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'ho would have 
thought that 
Henry James 
would ever mb 
shoulders with -little green 
men from Mars? But there he 
is in this week’s releases, die 
master of the ornate and 
weighty sentence; right up 
against the latest celebration 
of trash culture from the 
director Tim Burtorti. - F : 

Not that James, would 
ways recognise his novel The 
Portrait of a Lady in Jahe 
Campion's fiercely stylised 
film. Campon and her script¬ 
writer, Laura Jones, strip 
away the finicky prose, the 
intricate coils ofdialogue; thpy 
surgically remove stretches of 
plot And they start, with a josh, 
with contemporary Australian 
girls frolicking on the grass, 
voicing thoughts about love 
and kSses.Only then does the 
camera take us bade over a 
century, to James's American 
heroine Isobel Archer, enjoy¬ 
ing English country house 
hospitality and receiving, an 
advantageous marriage pro¬ 
posal. She declines. She needs 
to experience life, die says. 1 

So Isobd, played with tight 
control by Nicole Kidman, 
begins asp sister to Campion'S 
independent heroines such as 
Janet Frame in An. Angel at 
My Table, or Ada in The 
Piano. “The great point’s to be. 
happy,” she says. ‘'That’s what 
1 came to Europe for ” But 
once in Florence in the com¬ 
pany ~oF-Barbara Hershey'5 
Madame Merle, she is lured 


into marriage' with Gilbert 
Osmond, a dilettante artist 
played by John Malkovich 
with all quirks flying. Osmond 
drains her of life; marriage 
becomes a prison. . ... 

And no light dawns. We are 
used to . costume dramas 
bathed in a Haze of candles 
and summer light Stuart 
Dryburgh, Campion’s regular 
photographer, makes this a ’ 
film of oppressive -inferiors, 
dark as a coalmine. Through^ 
oat Campion’s style is icily 
elegant pierced with a few 
disruptive flourishes; a parody 
home movie; a fantasy session 
in a four-poster bed; a dinner 
Hate sprouting lips to mouth 
Osmond'S key line, “I’m abso¬ 
lutely in love with you”. ■ 

But the passion that should 
lie behind those words is 
scarcely evident, and, as 
IsobeVs life becomes reined in 
by deception and disappoint¬ 
ment the film itself seems 
more and more frozen in form 
and feeling. As an adaptation 
of a classic novel. Portrait 
refreshingly refuses the mani¬ 
cured nostalgia of a Merchant 
Ivory show of a BBC serial. - 
But as a Jane Campion film, it 
lacks texture, resonance and a 
life of itspwn. • 

Meanwhile, over in Bur- ; 
ton's Mare Attacks!,, a fleet of 
flying hubcaps hovers over 
Washington DC before un¬ 
leashing a squadron of com- . 
puter-generated little green ' 
men. The. President {Jack 
Nicholson) fatuously hopesfor 
friendly relations, and “the . 


The Portrait 
of a Lady 

Lumiere, 12,144 mins 
Jane Campion meets 
Henry James 

Mars Attacks! 

. Warner West End 
12.106 mins 
Tim Burton's 
extravagant spoof - 

_ The Crucible 

Odeon Haymarket 
12.125 mins . 

■ Earnest film of. ■ 
Arthur Miller's ploy 

. Bound 

Virgin Haymarket 
18.108 mins 
Two new film-makers 
crave your indulgence 


perfect summation to the 20th 
century". They come in peace, 
the Martians say. Then they 
shoot down a white dove, 
pepper the welcoming crowd 
with ray guns, ana blast 
Congress to smoking skele¬ 
tons. ‘Nice planet.” the visi¬ 
tors say. “Well take it”. 

The official inspiration for 

Mors Attacks! came from a 
series of .trading cards sold 
with bubblegum over 30 years 
ago. and unearthed in a 
Hollywood junkshop by the 
scriptwriter Jonathan Gems. 
But the film's plot apparatus, 
and wacky sense of design 
stem from 1950s sci-fi- films. 
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ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATION 

Best Foreign Language Film 
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“Verbal fireworks and 

SUMPTUOUS COSTUMES 
make a FEAST for the senses” 
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TRIUMPH!” 


when an America shivering in 
the Cold War regularly envi¬ 
sioned itself under attack from 
interplanetary invaders. 

This is no ordinary spoof 
though. Big bucks and high 
technology have been lavished 
on special effects and a cast 
that also includes Glenn 
Dose, Pierce Brosnan. Mich¬ 
ael J. Fox and Annette Bening. 
They pitch in gleefully,' and 
contribute many moments to 
cherish. Close’s First Lady 
cries in horror as her “Nancy 
Reagan chandelier” falls in the 
attack. Brosnan’5 pipe-smok¬ 
ing scientist utters bland 
nothings even when lad- 
napped by the Martians and 
reduced to a disembodied 
head. And let’s nor forget Tom 
Jones singing It’s Not Unusu¬ 
al, even when it obviously is. 

There is a savage tone to 
Burton and Gems’s romp that 
undercuts some of the fern. 
You may find sweetness 
around the edges, but for most 
of the time Mars Attacks! 
delights in pitting the mali¬ 
cious against the foolish. 

No 1950s aliens were ever as 
nasty as these Martian intrud¬ 
ers: and no 1950s movie tech¬ 
nology could ever turn 
humans into charred bones 
with such vivid, gloating real¬ 
ism. In Ed Wood, Burton 
treated Hollywood flotsam 
with love and generosity. A 
little more kindness here 
might have widened tire film’s 
audience beyond the trash 
culture vultures who are guar¬ 
anteed a marvellous time. 

If only some of the film’s 
surplus craziness had filtered 
through to The Crucible. We 
certainly need something to 
enliven this worthy endeav¬ 
our, the first American at¬ 
tempt to tackle Arthur Miller's 
play on screen. 

The camera picks out greys 
and blacks, and rain beating 
down on the Massachusetts 
town swamped by bigotry and 
hysteria in the late 17th centu¬ 
ry. Buoyed by the success of 
his Madness of King George, 


the director, Nicholas Hytner, 
shoots from bizarre angles 
and lingers by the windswept 
coast to rid the film of that 
proscenium arch feeling. On 
the soundtrack, George 
Fenton’s music strives to beef 
up the drama in case Miller’s 
words, adapted by the author 
himself, prove insufficient. 
Everything is such hard work. 

Earnestness taints some 
performances, too. As Abigail 
Williams, the girl who spear¬ 
heads the accusations of witch¬ 
craft, Winona Ryder tries 
hard, but always seems a 
modem young miss uncom¬ 
fortably dressed in period 
clothes. The plot’s central 
thrust is further weakened by 
the lack of chemistry between 
Ryder and Daniel Day-Lew¬ 
is’S John PTOctor, the married 
farmer who had enjoyed her 
favours and now spurns them. 
The temperature rises with the 
arrival of Paul Scofield, plac¬ 
ing every word with exempla¬ 
ry care as the trial’s presiding 
judge. But that only under¬ 
lines the material’s best home; 
the theatre. 

T he brothers Larry and 
Andy Wachowski are 
being thrust down 
our throats as the 
latest hotshot directing team 
with Bound, as brazen a piece 
of showing-off as America’s 
independent cinema has pro¬ 
duced for some time. 

No glimmer of real life is 
visible here, but you can spot a 
lot of other movies. Strip away 
the swooping camerawork, 
the ominous close-ups. the 
portentous music, thedesigner 
violence, and the two sultry 
lesbians posturing on screen, 
and you get the standard, 
grubby low-budget thriller of 
gangsters, , molls and Mafia 
money. For a while your 
attention may be captured by 
the spectacle of Jennifer Tilly 
and Gina Gershon checking 
out each others’ tattoos. But 
this is a film of fast-diminish¬ 
ing returns. 


‘Slow and sexual’ 


Every week, young film fans 
discuss the latest releases ... 

□ THE PORTRAIT 
OF A LADY 

Damian Samuels; 19: You’ll 
feel as tragic and repressed as 
the story itself. 

Tim Thornton, 21: Perfectly 
acted, beautifully filmed. lav¬ 
ishly costumed and dull as 
ditch water. 

Robert Peter Hunter. 20: A 
stylish, sensual and passion¬ 
ate production. Strong perfor¬ 
mances from all concerned. 
Alex Woolfe, 21: It exudes the 
slow-moving sensuality of 77ie 
Piano, but lacks the passion. 

□MARS ATTACKS! 
Damian: Fabulous- camp 
trash. The best B-movie spoof 
since Rocky Horror. 

Tun: An explosive but almost 
Pythonesque slice of satire. A 
must for everyone who 
thought Independence Day 
was overrated drivel. 

Robert Superb 19605-styie 



SNAP 

VERDICT 


sci-fi, destined for cult status. 
Aloe Frankenstein of a film 
that begins to lose its stitches 
quite early on. 

O THE CRUCIBLE 
Damian; Just like the snooker 
venue—as each frame goes on 
so does the tedium. 

Tim: A gripping and moving 
piece. 

Robert-. A firm understand¬ 
ing of Miller’s original is 
necessary if you are to make 
sense of this. 

Alex: Reminded me very- 
much of The Scarlet Letter 
and Sommersby. j neither 
loved it nor loathed it. 
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OUT OF THIS HMD 

It’s the thinking person’s 
Independence Day” 


- Baz Bamigboye, DAIIY MAIL 


u 


SUPERB... 

the best film so far this year ” 


- Mick Bunnage, LOADED 


“A masterpiece, pure and simple. 
You have to see rt” 


- Mark Frith, SKY MAGAZINE 


“It’s just about tbe most FUN 
you could have in a cinema” 

- - Stephen Risness, G.SP0T MAGAZINE 
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INVADES CINEMAS EVERYWHERE 
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CHOICE 1 . 

Michael Tilson 
Thomas leads the 
LSO along the 
Debussy trail 

VENUE: Tonight 
at the Barbican 



LONDON 

DEBUSSK PAINTER OF DREAMS: 
Mrohacl Tteqn Thomas conducts Bib 
L ondon Synqj t ra i y O uJiMfr a ro 
Debussy's Danse saoee a daflSQ 
profane («rth Bryn Lews. hop), tha 
chMren's bans La oaiw A jbujbwend 
tfwevocanw rrasimagoa 
Barbican. Sdk Sow*. EC1 <0171-638 
6891 1 Tonight. 7.30pm. 0 

ST JOHN PASSION- Sr&wd 
WHcodcs conducts Iho Bach Cticdr and 
English Cbanbar Orchestra m a 
pertormanoa of Bach's choral wwK. With 
Martyn HI. Evangelst. Gerald Rrtey. 
Qn&tus. Luma Anderson soorano. 
Margaret Cebfe. com tea. James 
CWey. tenor. PeferSawdge. bass 
F—Meal Hart. Soufri Bar*. SE1(0171- 
9604242]. TonlghL 730pm. S 
A TASTE OF HOMEY Mariam 
Theatre's louring produebon ol Shelagh 
Delaney's stay about a teenager 
growing up and the austerity and social 
(SstocaWn at i960: waMng6ass Ha 
Ashcraft Farted. Parti Lana. Croydon 
10181-688 3291] Tongtn-Sot 7 45pm: 
mat Sal. 3pm 

ELSEWHERE 
BIRMINGHAM: Sir Simon Rattle's 
choree at classical muse from the 1900s 
15 performed by the City at 
Bi r mi ngh am Symphony O iU w sti a . aa 
pan of the Towards the M3femum 
festival The fast n a season of throe 
concarts — repeated tomorrow at the 


■ ART: Albert Foray. Tom Courtenay 
and Ken Ston in an excoptknaty 
interesting drama about fncndsnp. 
unspoken resentmart and an aimed aA- 
nhrle canvas Matthew Warchus drecS. 
Wyndham'a. Qumg Cross Road. 

WC2 (0571-3691736) Tue-SaL 8pm. 
mare Wed. 3pm. Sat and Son. Sprn 

■ BABYCAKBS FirennajOt 
adaptation of one ol Armstead Maupfn's 
Tates of the dry. Set in Los Angles 
and London, -maded by lari Brown far 
Clyde Unity Theatre W)i and pretty 
bodies 

Drffi HaH Chorees SL WC1 (0171-837 
8270) Tue-SaL 7 30pm UnU March 1. 

□ BACKPAY. Hands try to reach 
across the South AMcan btickfatoto 
divide Tarnartha Hammarsdilag's fast 
play offers more m promise than present 
achievement 

Royal Corel Thaalra Upstairs 

(Crdel. Ambxreadors, West Street 
WC2 (0171 565 5000) Mon-Sat 7pm. 
Unta March 1 

W TIE CRIPPLE OF IN BHUAAN 
Set on a remote Irish isle, urtti anatom 
playing (Ruardhn Conroy as tte young 
cnpptei. Msmn McOonagh's second 
play has as faults but ehvety and 
shteptycomc 

National (CottesKw). South Barit. SE1 
(0171-9282252) Today. 2 30pm and 
73Cpm In rap 0 

□ EAST IS EAST Ayub Khan Dai's 
sozkng drama, whne Assn adolescents 
tret under thek dad's risopane. 


NEW RELEASES 

FLIRT 1 15): Three related tales al the 
heart's afleefara Intriguing 
divertissement from ctiT (hector Hal 
Halley, urth Martin Donovan and Paths 
Posey. 

Everyman (0171-435 1525) Mateo 
[0171 -437 0757) Renoir (0171 -837 
8402) 

GRACE OF MY HEART flS*' netted 
but lunsM rtda ttvough the Amarictei 
pop scene, with Heana Douglas and 
John Turturro Director, Alison Anders. 
Empire (0990 888990) UCI WNMoys 
6)10990 888990) 

♦ MICHAEL (PGh Ragged, ralulgent 
romantic table saved by John Trawfca's 
starting role es an angel. Wiih Wi Bam 
Hun and Artee MacDoml. Direct!*, 
Nora Ephron 

Odaom Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Msfafe Arch (0181-315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-315 4Z?0) West End 
(0181-315 4321| ua WUtafeys 6 
;C990 888950) Virgin Chafes* (0171- 
3525096) 

♦ THE PHANTOM (12) LigWy 
ikeable camic-strtp thrtls. wWi BAy Zane 
as the masliad rghter ol vwongs 
Director. SnronWincet. 

PbBB (0990688 990) Vfcgbi 
Troerataro® (0171-0*0031) 

CURRENT 

CARLA'S SOHO (151 AGfaswsgtmi 
bus driver fefiows tns kure to Neaagua 


TODAY'S C 

HOICE 

AdaDjrguide 
andemertalr 
compOad fay GAD 

III 


| THEATRE C 

5UIDE 

Jaretny Kingston's i 
of ffiaatra showing 

■ House fti8, returns 
B Soma easts svalati 
O Seats at a8 prices 

tssaasnont 

In London 


Theatre Royal. Geny Ruffes Square. 
E15 (0181 5340310) Mon-SaLapm. 
Unrrt Mrectl 8 

■ IVANOV Ralph Rennes heads a 
cpfendid cast that Includes Horiei 
Walter and Oferer Ford Davies. In 
Jonathan Kent's entefent producOon ol 
Chekhov's tvs! produced ptey 
Abnalda. Aknoda Street N1 (0171-35B 
4404) Mon-sat 7.30pm: mate Sat. 3pm. 
UnUApriS 

□ THE JEWESS OF TOLEDO: UK 
prennere tar Lope de Vega's vttuaBy 
irotaown drama, where young King 
Alphonse pursues a love that outrages 
fas court and county . Directed by Coin 
Ehwod for Strangers' Gallery, a 
oompany founded by tanner and 
cretent members ot iheRSC. 

S ri d ewH . Bnde Lane. Beet Street 
EC4 (0171-3363456) Tue-Sat 7 30prr 
mats Sfei. 4 30pm Unti March I 

B3 THE SCHOOL FOH WIVES Pieter 
Bowles both touching and come as 
Mrtne's deluded hero Enc Sykes 


CINEMA G 

UIDE 

Gooff Brown's asw 
fflms In London ar 
bKflctod «Wi the i 
on ratoasa across t 

mraantaf 
td (where 
tymbola) 
hacountiy 


aw receives Is paHicat education 
Uneven but hoaftMi drama from Ken 
Loach: vrin Oyanka Cdbezas 
ABC Safes Cartra (Of71-439 4470) 
Phoenix (0181-8832233) Wamar 
(0171-4374343) 

♦ EVTTA (PG): Madame sing3 «uth 
passion, but production auerite plays 
havoc vrth Uoyd Webber's rote opera 
VWiAmoffo Banderas and Jonathan 
Pryce Oieoed by Alan Parirer 
Odaonra Kenlngtan (0181-3154214) 
Marble Arch 10181-3154216) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-3154220) Ptaz»8 
(0990 883890) UCI WIilMays0 (0990 
888990) Vbgins: Fufeana Road (0171- 
370 2S36) Troemfaro B (0171-434 
0031) Werner B (0171-437 4343) 

♦ RANSOM (15) Womrtentty 
absortang tadrtap drama, rrih Mel 
Gteon, Raw Russo and Gary Sirnse. 
□vector. Ron Howard 
ABCTodenhem Court Roxf (0171 
636 614® ctspham Picture House 
(0171-498 33331 Notthrg Ml Coronet 
G <0171-727 6705] Odeons: 
Kens fe gta w (0181-8154214) 


■ CHOICE 2 

... while Simon 
Rattle explores 
the music of 
the Sixties 

VENUE: Symphony HaH. 
Birmingham, tonight 
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■ CHOICER 

AdamFalthhits 
the toad for a ... 
national tour of. ' 

A Chorus Line : ; 

VENUE: Now in preview; . 
Theatre Royal, Hymouth 1 


L ) 

.Wf : 
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Classic Sixties 
vvoAby Ashton .. 
and MacMillan is 
revived by 
Birmingham 

Royal Ballet 


Rrethai Hal in London— opens with 
SWvinsky's flequem Canfiolasand 
Hens Werner Heruo'&passionate 
orafano. ThaFtttol Moddsa VMth 
AAamBarsa. soprana David Wteon- 
Johnson, bass. Franz Mazrea. narrator, 
(he City ot Bvmingtum Symphony 
Chorus, the BBC Sngera. end Vie (Sly ol 
Ekrringfnm Symphony Yorih Chews 
Symphony Hall. Broad Street (0121- 
2123333) TomghL 730pm 

MANCHESTER: Hcddoy cm tea's 
50Bi arvwecsary show cetebrates ha 
achfewmens of the pest halt century 
and looks forward to an imaginary future 
Kynox Arana (0181 -930 8000). Today 
and tomorrow. 7 30pm. Sal. 2pm end 
5pm; Sun, 2pm. Unui March 2 Next ei 
Sheffield (0114 2565656). March 54 

NEWCASTLE The Lang Ail Gaftnys 
spring oWbttwn. V tet o rta n Draarna: 
Wataraototra Crom ffie Lafeg’s 
CoOeetlon. opens today Artets such 8s. 
Turner. Myles BrVat Foster end Samuel 
Primer explore tee themes of nature and 
rivri Ha. ndustnafeatlon. the home, the 
growth ol alias and lorwgn travel In 
more frian 200 peintngs 


Lafeg Art GaBery, rtgtiam Place 
(0101-232 7734). Opera today. Then 
Men-Sat. I03m-5f*n; Sm, 2-5pm Urta 
May 13 0 

PLYUOUTtiMne-nwrtihnMianaiWir 
ri A Cbann Una begfes here; w4h 
Adam Failh as 9w hateM drectcr 
aurBoringfromlhauaAs- 
Tlierira tViyaj Royal Perade (01752 
267222). Prewows begin tonight, 

7 30pm. Opens Mareft 1. Then MorvSm, 
730f»m masThjreaTdSaf. 2.30pm 
Unta Mach 8 Next n WcMng. New 
Wctona (01483 761144). Mari) 11-22. 

LONDON GAII PRIFS 

Anthony rTOIfey: Kid Smttr Onoe I 
Sava »rd (0171-499410(8 Siffish 
Mneeivn ModemScandnrerten Pnnte 
(0171-6381556). C e dug w i 
Conferaparary: Sarah BuQar&eid 
(0171-6815451) Coraroerefet- 
Bzabrih de Monchauc Passage 
(0171-2479747) JB George: 
CrewMd Adamson: New Pevfengs and 
Drawngs (0171 -438 7319) . 

UuuutlyTi Alax u rfer Wltem Ireland 
and Otver Cane (0171-6201322J 
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B irmingham Royal Ballet's 
contribution to the Towards 
die Millennium festival this 
year is a double bfll of works 
by die two defining draiwgraphers of 
British ballet: Frederick Ashton and 
Kenneth MacMillan. The decade 
under the spotlight is the Sixties, a tune 
when both men were making some of 
their most important creations, al¬ 
though on the strength of this bill 
MacMillan was the one taking the 
greatest chances, even if he didn’t 
always get it right- 
Song of the Earth, which MacMfl- 


Song of the Earth 
Birmingham Hippodrome 


Ian famously made for the Stuttgart 
Ballet in 1965 after Covent Garden had 
turned him down, is set to Mahler's 
song cyde Das Lied von der Erde. 
Images from the text — of joy and 
sorrow, of love and loss, of rest and 
renewal — are woven into the dance in 
a vast tapestry that bravely seeks to 
evoke die sweeping poetry of the 
German-Chin ese text and the pro¬ 
found tranquillity of Mahler's sane. 

MacMillan focuses on a central trio: 
the Man. the Woman and the Messen¬ 
ger of Death, a masked figure who 
haunts die ballet, a constant reminder 
that fate will always have its way. 
There are six songs and six dances! 
which travel the distance from merry¬ 
making to melancholy, from youthful 
high jinks to the weary embrace of 
mortality. They are told in a lean 
classical language, emboldened by 
highly original, almost surrealist tab¬ 
leaux and resonant with a poetic voice. 

But the creative felicity is short-lived. 
It all comes horribly unstuck in the 
final song. The Farewell, a 30-minute 
reverie that paints a twilight world 
where death is just a whisper away. 
Mahler'S hauntingly beautiful score 
promises peaceful repose in the eternal 
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Celebrating the Sixties the dancers nf Bi rmingham Royal B^kt iri MacMfllan’s Song o/rfte Earth ( 1965 ) 


night But no choreographer, not even 
MacMillan, can hope to externalise 
music that resides so deep within the 
souL The choreography for the three 
printipal dancers almost inevitably 
deteriorates into turgid, redundant 
passages that linger on and on until 
they finally, in their numbing 
obstinancy, obliterate, die power of 
what has gone before. 

This was a company premiere for 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, and die 
company danced it well on Tuesday 
night. Leticia Muller as the Woman, 
Joseph CipoELa as die Man. and Robert 


Parker as the Messenger ofDeath all 
gave very effective, very committed 
p erformances, as indeed did fire entire 
ensemble. Catherine Wyn-Rogers and 
Adrian Thompson did sterling service 
as; the .sitters, while Barry Words- 
wdrth conducted die Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia and tried to make theTnosthf 
its limited Mahlerian resources- . 

WhUe Song of the Earth is a Cawed ' 
masterwork at best, Ashton’s .The 
Dream is a complete masterpiece. It 
could -be argued that Ashton set 
himself the easier task — Mendels¬ 
sohn’s music is blissfully theatrical —> 


PATRICK MASON'S produc¬ 
tion of Verdi's melodramma 
for Welsh National Opera, 
dating from 1991, doesn't ex¬ 
actly wag its tail and beg to be 
loved. Joe Vanik’S penny- 
plain decor neither suggests 
time and place nor provides a 
framework for meaningful 
dramatic action — embarrass¬ 
ingly so in the scene of Gilda's 
abduction, while flying in a 
doth to conceal her murder is 
altogether too considerate of 
the audience’s sensibilities (ax 
least it helps Mason to get the 
Duke off stage, where he 
shouldn't be anyway). 

But even so bleakly austere 
a staging can be made to work 
if the individual performances 
have sufficient power: at 
Tuesday's revival, they didn’t 
The indisposition of Gwyn 
Hughes Jones, the highly 
promising young tenor and 
contestant in next June’s Car- 


White- 


diff Singer of the World com¬ 
petition, put the mockers on 
for a start; Gordon Wilson 
stood in bravely as the Duke 
with singing that was robust, 
if deddely unruly as to pitch. 

Phillip Joll, the company's 
erstwhile Wotan, has turned 
himself into a Verdi baritone, 
acquiring an impressive new 
top in the process but losing 
some focus lower down — his 
tentative in the last act was 
worryingly wobbly and im¬ 
precise. He sings extrezndy 
loudly most of the time, which 
may be one reason for his 
getting plenty of work in 
Germany (sheer volume 
counts for a lot there), but his 
Rigoletto came across at one 
unsparing level of vocal inten- 


Rigoletto . 
New Theatre, Cardiff 


sity, with ljttie kept bade for 
the big moments (even his 
asides were hurled out double 
fortissimo). 

Joll is a somewhat phleg¬ 
matic stage creature, relying 
on his rugby-forward pres¬ 
ence to make a dramatic effect; 
as for his qualifications for 
being a jester, well. Km Dodd 
he isnX and one reason for his 
wishing to dispose of - his 
employer might have been a 
P45 on the horizon. Stephen 


Richardson . qontrifjutaiL' r . a 
dark-toned, smoothly phrased- 
Sparafodle, John Tranter a 
stentorian but U I-tuned 
Maoterane, and. CynJhia 
' Buchan a.Maddalehaas opei*, 
afically brazen., as her. chest 
■ register—thereis more tothe 
. character than. this. • 

Ludrily there were two pax- 
tidpants to hoik the perfor¬ 
mance above the level of just 
another rough-and-ready pro¬ 
vincial Rigoletto. Cstxm Wyn. 
Davies* Gflda was sweet- 
voiced, innately musical, enor¬ 
mously appealing as a 
character. Caro, name • and 
Tutte ie Jeste were the vocal 
high points of the evening, and 
only occasionally did her tone 
thin out at the top to remind: 


but even so. The Dream is a remark¬ 
able achievement Rarely has a ballet 
so perfectly distilled its narrative 
sources; rarely has the language of 
dah e e so lovingly captured the essence 
of character. This is choreography that 
: rings out with dramatic darby, gentle 
humour and captivating charm. And 
although we did not get the perfor¬ 
mances Ashton’s baUetaeserves. it was 
still a worthwhile tribute to one of the 
enduring gdns erf British dance in die 
Sixties. 

Debra Craine 


you that this is a deceptively 
hefty assignment for a young 
silver. 

And Julian Smith's conduct¬ 
ing’was anything but provin- 
ci4 — it was wise, considered 
and idiomatic He and the 
orchestra caught both the 
dark tintaof the score and its 
moments of brassy crudty: the 
offstage band with its palais- 
dejtianse rhythm, section was 
deliriously tadey. Above all. 
Smith’s conducting had dra¬ 
matic weight {Sparafurile’s 
dud with Rigoletto trod a 
sinister measure, Cortigiani 
positively boiled over) and 
passion — the last act was 
white-hot throughout With 
conducting, playing and (of 
course); choral singing like 
this, the stature of Verdi’S 
hair-raising masterpiece was 
never in doubt. 


Rodney Milnes 
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■ THEATRE 1 


Told by aa idiot? 
Kathryn Hunter 
plays a curious 
King Lear in an 
even stranger 
production 



■ THEATRE 2 


Cross-dressing 
in the eariy 
jazz world: 

The Slow Drag 
is stronger on 
music than drama 


ARTS 



■ NEW CDS 


Fresh for his 
bicentenary 
year, Schubert’s 
one-ad Der 
hausliche Krieg 
appears on disc 


THEATRE: Women play the men in an odd -Shakespeare production and a real-life musical tale 



■ TOMORROW 


The new album 
from U2, and 
all the other 
pop releases, 
reviewed by 
David Sinclair 


NEW CLASSICAL CDS 




A nyone who goes to 
Leicester in search of 
freakishness wD! not 
find it in-Kathryn 
Hunters Lear. Her icy troll, 
steely mandarin, of:smaller, 
thinner and palpably more 
alive version of Deng Xiao¬ 
ping is just as plausibly male 
as Fiona Shaw’s Richard II, 
and more so than Frances de 
la Tours Hamlet it is Helena 
Kaur-Howsotfs direction that 
is the problem. • 

The production opens in a 
modem . hospital ward' in 
which a senile-looking Hunter 
is discovered grizzling and 
watching television from a 
wheelchair while , medics and 
visitors bustle. But the East- 
Enders theme-tune introduces- 
the first moments of Lear or, 
rather, a version of them that 
comes semi-derni-comprehen- 
sibly from the screen. And 
then, quite suddenly, erne soap 
becomes another. Doctors and 
nurses dash about Casualfy- 
fashion as Hunter has a stroke 
and is whisked to the crash 
unit behind a set of screens. 

Why? Weil, the programme 
giv es a clue, offering rather a 
good essay about a lonely, 
demanding old lady seldom 
visited in ter nursing home by 
the children she loves. Shake¬ 
speare'S King Lear is undoubt¬ 
edly a grim fable about 
parental folly and filial ne¬ 
glect. Kaut-Howson goes a 
step further. The play is a 
three-hour nightmare that 
flashes through the mind of a 
dying person before a coda in 
which the heart-monitor goes 
into arrest and a grave Dr 
Edgar steps from the screens, 
to greet Goneril, Regan and 


■ King Lear 
Mcester Haymarket 


Cordelia with the plays dos¬ 
ing lines. 

T must say, if my mum or 
dad died, and a consultant 
broke the news by telling roe: 
“We thatareyoung shall never 
see so much nor live so long". I 
would call my lawyer. But 
there is another, more serious 
way in which play and pro¬ 
duction fail to gel. If Kaut- 
Howson wants to show us the 
pain of an abandoned parent, 
die has chosen the wrong 
performer to embody it That 
is not, 1 repeat because of 
Hunter's gender. For instance: 
if it is unlikely that her Lear 
would have kfiled the captain 
hanging Cordelia, it is not 
because there is a woman 
behind her Old man's goatee, 
but because Goliaths can*r be 
Med by 5ft Methuselahs. No, 
the real trouble is that Hunt¬ 
er'S curt Lear does not seem to 
care much about his children. 

She takes the crucial open¬ 
ing scene, with its rejections 
and banishments, far too 
cahnly, and never emotionally 
recovers. Even some unusual¬ 
ly incisive philosophising 
counts for less than it should, 
because you never feel it 
derives from personal an¬ 
guish. She has her moments— 
a dry, nervous laugh with 
Marcello Magni’s disappoint¬ 
ing Foal, law wails or rage 
when the storm breaks, a 
droll, sad cuddle with Robert 
Rdcavance’s decent but 
uninvolving Gloucester — but 
the inner core is lacking.. 
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U RAUTAVAARA 
Angels and Visitations 

Oliveira/HelsinJd PCX' 
Segerstam 
Ondine ODE 881-2 
(£14.49) 

UNPRONOUNCEABLE it 
may be, but Euiojuhani 
ftauiavaara is a name with 
which classical audiences are 
rapidly having to come to 
grips. Barry Millington 
writes. The Finn’s last disc for 
Ondine. Angel of Light, has 
become a bestseller round the 
world, and this sequel is even 
stronger, containing three 
pieces a11 of outstanding 
interest. 

The title work. Angels and 
Visitations . was actually com¬ 
posed in 1978 and was the first 
in Rautavaara’5 so-called "An¬ 
gel Series". Angels represent a 
scourge, an ordeal to him 
rather titan the benign figures 
found on Christmas cards, but 
his score is not all demonic. 
There are passages of ravish¬ 
ing beauty, truly staggering in 
their harmonic intensity, quite 
untike anything you have ever 
heard before. 

The isle of Bliss . no less 
arresting, is a foretaste of the 
opera of Rautavaara's to be 
premiered at the Savonlinna 
Festival this summer, while 
the Violin Concerto (1976-77) is 
another magnificent structure 
in which the solo line soars 
above a succession of entranc¬ 
ing soundscapes. Elmar 
Oliveira js the accomplished 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 




soloist and Leif Segerstam the 
excellent conductor. If you 
haven't sampled Raufavaara 
yet, delay no longer, 

■ SCHUBERT 
Der haustiche Krieg 

lsokosi/Larsson/Orrego/ 

Das neve Orvhester/Spering 
Opus III OPS 30-167 ★★ 
(£14.49) 

SCHUBERTS bicentenary 
year is going to ensure that 
some of his 16 operas will be 
winkled out of their hiding 
places, John Higgins writes . 
Only a handful were per¬ 
formed in his lifetime and 
Hausliche Krieg (Domestic 
Warfare) was not one of them, 
ft is a one-acter, lightweight 
and consistently good-hu¬ 
moured. very loosely based on 
Lysistrata — the action is 
moved to the time of the 
Crusades — and Schubert’s 
librettist was quick ro eradi¬ 
cate all strands of feminism. 

Schubert's bubbling orches¬ 
tral score, played with verve 
by Christoph Spering's Neue 
Orchester, ensures that no one 
takes any of it very seriously 
and that a sexual truce is just 
around the comer. The clari¬ 
nets and oboes, trumpets and 
horns revel in the marches 
and ensembles which fill the 
piece. It does not make too 
many vocal demands and 
certainly does not cry out for 
big voices. In Opus II Us young 
cast the two sopranos, Lisa 
Larsson and Soile Isokosi, 
stand out Our music colleges 
might take a look at it for an 
end-of-term performance. 


★ Worth hearing 
kk Worth considering 
irk ★ Worth buying 


Kathryn Hunter's Lear enjoys a droll, sad cuddle with Robert Pickavance’s decent but uninvolving Gloucester 


I often wondered if Kaut- 
Howson had spent too much 
time da bora ting visual effects, 
too little getting her perform¬ 
ers to explore their parts; 
There is much imaginative 
ado with hospital trolleys, 
wheelchairs, railway porters' 
trolleys, a tin bath, a vast steel 
waH and a chorus disconcert¬ 
ingly apt to transmute from 
Russian peasants to English¬ 


men in khaki drapes. The 
storm and battle effects, with 
pots, cans and people hurled 
in from the wings, are genu¬ 
inely superb. But the play 
needs depth, not show, and it 
hasn't got it from director, 
leading actress or supporting 
players at Leicester. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


O nce upon a time there 
was a woman who 
wanted to play the 
trumpet, but in her land it was 
only the men who could 
wander from place to place 
making music and money 
from their trumpets. The 
people who played piano or 
bass or sax. they were all men 
as well. In the dance bands 
that played New Orleans. 
New York, Chicago and the 
rest of those places, you had to 
bea guy. So she pretended she 
was one, for 40 years or more, 
and nobody except the woman 
she married knew her secret 
till she died. 

Strange but true, as they 
used to say on some radio 
programme, and Carson 
Kreitzer has based her play on 
the life-lie chosen by Billy 
Tipton, who died as recently as 


Blame it on 
my gender 


10p 




TIMES 






The Slow Drag 
Freedom Theatre, 
Soho 


1989. We can safely assume the 
truth came as a shock to the 
three sons Billy was supposed 
to have fathers. 

Well, the elements of an 
intriguing play are here, and 
the decision to interlard the 
story with music from a live 
jaa group is obviously sensi¬ 
ble. As we come down the 
stairs from W!ardour Street's 
Freedom Cafe into the dark 
basement a four-piece dance- 
band is playing, and after a 
while we notice that a fifth 
player has joined them: clean¬ 
shaven. hair slicked down, 
trumpet in hand. This is Nikki 
Slade, playing the Billy role 
here called Johnny Christmas. 


sometimes desolate expression 
in the eyes, but the barriers 
must stay up all the time. 

The attempt to tell the story 
of a woman passing as a man 
in terms of a black man 
passing as white is bound to 
be awkward, since their ex¬ 
pressed responses differ so. 
Still, it’s a nice venue, 
Criswell's voice is great as she 
climbs to the last gentle notes 
of Blame it on my Youth, and 
Slade plays a pretty decent 
solo in Sweet Melinda, by 
James Pearson, the show's 
pianist and musical director. 

Jeremy Kingston 



NOW SHOW/NG AT SELECTED CINEMAS 
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’a simple. Put 
delicious treat 

"a good old fashioned 
romantic comedy" 


M aking Johnny's wife 
a torch singer is 
another bright idea, 
especially as she is played by 
copper-mopped Kim Criswell, 
who can stalk between tables 
as loftily roguish as the best of 
them, and detivers a song with 
purity of tone and the air of 
having lived the experience 
herself, even when she adds a 
dash of irony. 

A fairly bright idea is to 
counterpoint Johnny's pre¬ 
tence with that of a blackish 
singer, played by Christopher 
Colquhoun, who can pass for 
white, or at least Hungarian 
(cue for a bitter joke), and 
confesses: “Sometimes I hate 
myself for being white — a 
tittle." 

But the play never allows 
Johnny Christmasany compa¬ 
rable speech from the heart 
Under lisa Farrell's direction 
Slade gives a chin-bad: perfor¬ 
mance. with a wide white 
smile, a strangled voice, and a 




o see 12 times Oscar nominated film, 
its official release, for free. 

soundtrack. 
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A model of the Universe (BooEbunjt 


Peter Ackroyd on the 
continuing fascination with a 
horological tale, and the 
measure of distance by time 


h WJt; 


E rrjuu. »* :] 

9 U JO JtjSJ! A 




A K E ■' --*■ 


J- '>'•/':/ . • 


mm 


CiWAWA.; 

^.siwntfct 


ityr sterfiptorar 

mm* 


I n Umberto Eco* melancholy 
novel; on the problems of longi¬ 
tude, The Island of /he Pay 
Before, one character suggests 
that “the man who found a way of 
calculating the meridians would be 
master of the oceans!” In that remark 
lies the essence of a lung, weary, and, 
for many, profitless pursuit. Newton 
himself was unable to resolve the 
dilemmas involved, and confessed 
that “his head never ached but with 
his studies on the moon”. He was 
concerned to discover longitude at 
sea by means of “lunar distance”, in 
other words — but this book is 
concerned with the spectacular suc¬ 
cess which was eventually obtained 
by the dock. 

The problem is, as one contributor 
to this decorative and distinguished 
volume puts ir. “the matter of 
simultaneity”. If one dock is set at the 
“local" time of departure, and the 
other reflects the “real” time of the 
traveller, then distance can be calcu¬ 
lated with absolute precision, it 
sounds a simple procedure, but it 
rook 200years of trial and experiment 
to come even dose to the solution. The 
Quest for Longitude is the stoiy of 
how time eventually came to domi¬ 
nate the earth, stretching its web of 
lines across every ocean and region of 
the planet The “quest" itself resem¬ 
bled that for the Holy Grail, and can 
plausibly be considered the single 
most important scientific inquiry of 
the pre-industrial age. 

When in 1714 the British Govern¬ 
ment established a prize of E20.000 
for the first reliable solution, it was a 
simple recognition of the fact that the 
determination of longitude would 
lead to the control of the seas. Nature, 
and reality itself, would then be 
transformed. And so it proved. The 
topographical and temporal grid 
created then can be seen as the 
predecessor of the electronic “net” 
which is now supposed to cover us. 
After the oceans were mapfwd com¬ 
merce increased, an _ 

increase accompa- 
nied by great move- THis ( 

ments in population FOR LOT 
across the world as Edited b 

well as the rise and JLH- A 

fall of national cul- collection 

tures. The final cal- sdoitficlnstt 

culation of longi- ISBNO ft 

rude, according to — 

another recent book, 
led ineluctably to the emergence of 
the British Empire- 
One man was primarily responsi¬ 
ble for this sea-riiange in human 
affairs: his name was John Harrison, 
and he was an uneducated Lincoln¬ 
shire joiner. He might have been 
invented by George Eliot, or perhaps 
Thomas Hardy. He was a solitary 
artisan, quite outside the scientific 
and horological profession, who by 
native instinct (indeed genius}, in¬ 
vented a dock mechanism which 
attained what at the time was an 
inconceivable accuracy. 

In the isolation of his cottage in the 
village of Barrow-upon-Humber he 
was able, in the words of the 
introduction to this volume, “to 
overcome problems that ■ were 
thought by the greatest sdentific 
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THE QUEST 
FOR LONGITUDE 
Edited by William 
JLH- Andrews 

Collection if Historical 
Sdentfic Instruments. £49.95 
ISBN0964432900 


minds of that time Co be insurmount¬ 
able”. Since he was by trade a joiner, 
his early docks were constructed 
almost entirely out of wood. He was a 
bell-ringer in the village church and. 
by dint of practical experience, he 
“was introduced to oscillator theory” 
and the properties of the pendulum. 

In one of his “extant portraits, 
Harrison sits with one hand upon his 
hip and the other holding his greatest 
invention — the small watch known 
as “H4” which lost less than a second 
per day, “oiled itself” by use of the 
wood lignum vitae , and could “oper¬ 
ate continuously for over 40 or 50 
_ years without dearr¬ 
ing". He stares plac- 
-TEST idly, almost coolly, 

jITUDE from thecanvas; it is 

William the face of a thor- 

Irewes oughiy obstinate 

Historical man, but his expres- 

nents. £49.95 skm is touched by a 

432900 feint and under- 

— standable pride. 

His achievement 
was not. however, without anxiety 
and cost- A study of Harrison 
published last year. Dava Sobers 
Longitude , attained considerable such 
cess — largely because it was able to 
relate the development of mechanism 












The discovery of longitude • .... 
changed not only shipping but 
also our view of the world.: 
Ctodcwise—of course — from 
left front view of H4> John 
Harrison’s triumphant watch, 
nowin the National Maritime 
Museum at Greenwich; a 1701 
chart of the Atlantic Ocean fay 
Edmund Halley showing Hues 
of magnetic variation; a 
drawing of H4’s movement in . 
Harrison's hand, now in the 
Cfodemaker's Company 
collection at Guildhall 


and failure. In particular the efforts 
of various interested parties to thwart 
or embarrass Harrison, in his at¬ 
tempt to win the prize money of 1714, 
guaranteed the interest of a narrative 
which even in its more theoretical 
aspects was not devoid of excitement; 
the relationship of the astronomer 
royal. Nevil Maskelyne, to the inven¬ 
tor rivals that between Salieri and 
Mozart 

The Quest for Longitude is a more 
general and comprehensive, if neces¬ 
sarily more impersonal, account of 


the greatest sdentific discovery of the 
18th century. It is a collection of 
essays, written by various spedalists 
and historians, which places Harri¬ 
son’s achievement within the context 
of that century’s science. It is in many 
respects a compendium of mathemat¬ 
ical and astronomical conundra 
which were steadily resolved within 
the lifetime of Harrison himself, and 
there are technical but not arcane 
essays here on Longitude and the 
Satellites of Jupiter and The Scan¬ 
dalous Neglect of Harrison’s Regula¬ 
tor Science. 

One or two issues, however, re¬ 
main unresolved. Some contributors 
press the claims of “pure" science in 
their assessment of Harrison’S ge¬ 
nius; the quest for longitude then 
becomes the pursuit of intellectual 


certainty. But - other ■ essayists 
emphasise the commercial, and even 
colonial, imperatives behind the in¬ 
ventor’s experiments. It is a perma¬ 
nent argument and is, perhaps, best 
left unresolved. Science and com¬ 
merce are aspects of tile same 
unfolding reality; one cannot mani¬ 
fest itself without the other, and they 
may be locked in an eternal embrace. 
One other question might usefully be 
asked: was the dock modelled upon 
the “celestial dock" of the heavens, as 
some people believe, or was the 
universe transformed into a great 
“mechanical model” only after the 
invention of the dock? 

Certainly the instruments depicted 
in this volume are objects of great 
subtlety and complexity, William 
Hogarth, the exponent of the “line of 


beauty" .in English painting, 
described. Harrison'S third marine 
timekeeper as “one of the' most 
exquisite movenents ever made”. 
They are indeed works of art, and 
demonstrate that mechanism itself 
may have a human face. . 

That is why the antral figure 
remains that of John Harrison him¬ 
self: he was one of the first English 
inventors fully to understand- the' 
relationship between technology and 
theoretical sdence and. as a result, 
his was “some of the most valuable 
sdentific research conducted during 
the IStii century” Since his timekeep¬ 
er helped to create an empire, and 
fuel an industrial revolution, it might 
truly be d aimed that this obscure 
joiner from Lincolnshire changed the 
world in which we live. 



T he advance of the com¬ 
puter seems obvious 
only in retrospect Un¬ 
like many great inventions, it 
solves problems we never 
knew we had. Ai each stage, it 
builds a bigger market first 
solving scientific problems, 
next helping to manage organ¬ 
isations. finally becoming ev- 
eryman’S handmaid at home 
or at work. 

Nobody planned this, or 
even imagined it possible. 
True, there have always beat 
visionaries who dreamed of 
libraries of information avail¬ 
able at the touch of a button. 
Yet when the first electronic 
computers appeared at the end 
of die Second World War, it 
looted as if a dozen or so 
would be enough to satisfy 
every imaginable need of the 
United States economy. 

Even when computers were 
firmly established in business 
and generating huge incomes 
for IBM. the first personal 

computer seemed like a joke. 

With no screen, no keyboard, 
and not enough memory to do 


Nigel Hawkes 


COMPUTER 
A History of the 
Information Machine 
By Martin 
Campbefl-Kjdly 
and William Asp ray 
Basic Books. E20 
ISBN0465029892 


anything useful, the Altair 
8800 was strictly for the nerds. 
They fed in programs in 
binary code by flicking switch¬ 
es, the only evidence erf success 
being a flickering pattern of 
neon bulbs. 

Yet like the crystal set pio¬ 
neers of die 1920s who built 
their own radio sets before 
there was anything to listen to. 
the computer hobbyists of the 
1970s have had the last laugh. 
Given an enabling technology, 
the microprocessor, these 
young enthusiasts acted as 
midwives to a host of new 
software companies, reinvent¬ 
ing the computer as a quite 
different kind of product. 


Most computer histories 
spend too tong on the prelimi¬ 
naries, and lay heavy weight 
on technology. The story of 
Charles Babbage and his 
thwarted ambition to mechan¬ 
ise calculation in the 19th 
century has become aH-too- 
famillar. Martin Campbeil- 
Kelly. reader in computer 
science at the University of 
Warwick, and William Aspray 
of the Computing Research 
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Martin Bell on the positi on 
of Islam in the West _ 

A dam LeBor was one “ 

of. the quieter mem-,. A HEA K1 

bers of the eclectic TURNED EAST 



A dam LeBor was one 
of. the quieter mem¬ 
bers of the eclectic 
press corps in the Bosnian 
War’s first year. I remem¬ 
ber him also, in the BBC 
office in KiseQak. as one of 
the least mobUel'His news¬ 
paper’s logistical support 
was limited to an over¬ 
weight flak jacket, and for 
the rest he had to fend for 
himself. This he did admi¬ 
rably. He .was a stylish' 
.writer with a fine eye for 
detail He was also an 
Arabist, with an instinctive 
sympathy for the cause of 
the Bosnian Muslims. He 
came dose to death oh a 
number of occasions, espe¬ 
cially at the start of the side 
war between Muslims and 
Croats in the Lasva Valley, 
which was his abrupt fare¬ 
well toBosrua. I amnot sure 
that herriished the life of a 
war reporter, in which the 
^rtvqf survival is combined 
wM* the requirement to 
work a daily miracle.’' 

Adam LeBoi'5 departure 
from the war zones was 
providential. ft enabled him 
to lode beyond the ephem¬ 
era of day-to-day filing. His 
book takes Sarajevo as its 
starting -point but ranges 
widely into.the predicament 
of Muslim minorities in 
Europe and the United 
States. He avoids the. “f” 
word — fundamentalism — 
because of the baggage of 
value judgments attached to 
it He is p roperty suspicious 
of old Gold Warriors seek¬ 
ing a substitute for the 
enemy they lost. He does 
not see an inevitable colli¬ 
sion between the Western 
and Islamic worlds. 

. He writes astutely of the 
difficulties felt by Muslims 
in adjusting to their host 
societies, and of those societ¬ 
ies' reciprocal unease. He is 
good an the Satanic Verses, 
episode, and the damage it 
did in reinforcing stereo¬ 
types and .* bigotry. The 
bunting erf books has no 
place in Islamic tradition, 
and did much harm. - ’■ 


A HEART 
TURNED EAST 
By Adam LeBor 

. little. Brown. EI7S0 
ISBN 0316378030 


But his Bosnian chapters 
lie in the realms of polemic. 
Adam LeBor seems hardly 
to have met a Bosni an S erb, 
although he did attend a 
press conference by Rad¬ 
ovan Karadzic fYou who 
wade in blood, how can you 
sleep at night? I wanted to 
yeU at him”). His descrip¬ 
tion of Lords Carrington 
and Owen as “drones in 
suits” dishonours, the record 
of two mao who risked their 
lives to bring peace to 
Bosnia. Nor was the Serbs' 

pre-emptive strike an attack 

on Muslim Bosnia, so much 
as an attack on the Bosnia 
in which mosques and 
churches and synagogues 
nestled, together on one of 
the fault fines of Europe. 

Thar Bosnia has gone for 
ever. The Dayton Agree¬ 
ment nailed its coffin down. 
Adam’ LeBor provides the 
best account that 1 have 
read of the Islaroirisation of 
the B osnians ofTravnik and 
Zfenica. In the end the Serbs' 
prophecies proved self-ful¬ 
filling and they helped to 
create the religious separat¬ 
ism that they feared. 

The Bosnian Muslims 
were — and in large mea¬ 
sures still are — European 
in habits -and attitudes. 
They. are ethnically indistin¬ 
guishable from their neigh¬ 
bours. They were never any 
threat until perceived as 
such. . 

-The spate of Bosnia books 
will doubtless continue (1 
am myself mildly res¬ 
ponsible, having written 
one). Adam LeBor has add¬ 
ed his angular contribu¬ 
tion. His opening chapters 
are a Bosnia rant. But the 
rest of tiie book is a voyage 
of discovery and a valuable 
exploration. 
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Bosnian Serb and Muslim soldiers near Bihac, 1994 


Association in Washington. 
DC take a different approach. 
They trace the computer^ 
development in a social and 
business setting; They are 
especially good m the prehis¬ 
tory of the companies which 
eventually came to dominate 
computing, above all IBM. . 

From the launch of the 360 
series in 1964, “Big Blue” 
dominated die industry by a 
combination of cautious tech¬ 
nological advance and first- 
dass salesmanship. By the 
time it decided to enter the 
personal computer market in 
1980, IBM was tile world's 
bigjest producer of software, 
as well as- dominating the 
hardware market 

Yet it had no farth in its 
ability to write the "quick and 
dirty” software needed for tins 
, new kind of product and 
decided to buy in an operating 
system from outside. After 
first talking to a man radled 
Gary KSdall of Data Research 
—who blew the opportunity of 
a lifetime — it approached Bill 
Gates of Microsoft, who then 


magic Elding a 


employed 32 people in rented 
offices in Seattle. 

Gates had no suitable pro¬ 
gram either, nor the capabili¬ 
ties to develop one in time. But 
he won the contract, and 
bought the software he needed 
for $30,000 from a company 
called Seattle Computer Prod¬ 
ucts. He named it MS-DOS 
and on the strength of it, built 
what is now the fifth largest 
corporation in the United 
States. The income provided 
by MS-DOS provided exactly 
the kind of security that IBM 
had once enjoyed, enabling 
Microsoft to survive the 
shocks that carried off most of 
tire other software houses. 


T o use a modern comput¬ 
er it is not necessary to 
understand it but any¬ 
body oirious about foe generis 
of mis extraordinary tecH®- 
ogy could hardly find a better 
primer. The authors have 
traced a complex history dear¬ 
ly and entertainingly. It leaves 
you marvelling at how much 
has been achieved, how fast 
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K1RSTY GLH^JN has the origi¬ 
nality of a poet. Her danger¬ 
ous. shifting territory is the 
underworld of female desire, 
and at the heart of this 
disquieting tale is a nightmare 


j of erotic obsession, in which 
the words “1 love you” accom- 


A dangerous case of like 
mother, like daughter 


party a mothers perversion of 
her daughter, a lover's wanton 
damaging of a young girl’s 
body, and the girl’s collusion 
in her own destruction. 

The novel begins quietly 
enough, with a chiM*.bewil¬ 
dered memories .of oranges 
spilled in a gutter and wooden 
trays of cates set Out on a 
marble table, but soon we are 
listening to the murmurings of 
a dreaming oral drug-addicted 
mother, as Marianne fondles 
her daughter, she insists that 
tire girl bears the same eyes 


Elaine Femstein 


THE KEEPSAKE 
By KirstyGunn 
Cronto. £14.99 
ISBN 186202 013 X 


and skin as the man who has 
abandoned her. And as the 
girl orils her own story, she 
begins to invent that father. It 
is not at first dear just how 
much is the child’s imagina¬ 
tion. If she creates her un¬ 


known father's life before she 
was bom, does site also 
fentasise her mother’s sexual 
abuse? The significance of the 
epotwmous keepsake, the skin 
that han^ over the couch of a 
single room shared by mother 
and. daughter, is only revealed 
late in tbe novel.. 

First in dreams, and then in 
a dream-like reality, tire 
daughter becomes her dead 
mother and lives out her life 


for hen die finds herself 
recognised as someone who 
wants to be imprisoned and 


butt Soon she is living in a 
quiet room at the top of a 
lovers house, from which she 
only descends to relish muti¬ 
lated. bodies in his books, a 
passage that brings to mind 
both Bluebeard’s castle and 
Angela Carter. The ndvel.be- 
comes fairy tale Gothic, a 
page-tumiiig'horror story. 

Gunn uses the pronouns 
”he”and“5he”asifallthemen 
and women in her stray blur 
together when they take sexu¬ 
al pleasure in die infliction of 
pain., as> IF thal were an 


irresistible inheritance. It gave 
me some pause for thought as 
a registration of female sexual¬ 
ity m the last years of this 
century. Are the fashionable 
rib cages of our models and 
the current awareness of 
paedophilia part of the same 
sickness? It is hard to deny 
pertinence to Gunn’s exten¬ 
sion of the anorexic female 
wish to please. 
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BOOKS 41 


Robert Skidelsky on an argument for communitarianism which attempts to bridge the gap between the State and the individual 

T he Chief Rabbi, Jana- which he -speaks with foe ' £* "1 * *1 1 He believes, rightly I think, left “the whole framewoi 

than Sacks, comes from _ politics he espouses. The nug- ■ -g -g yi /\ I 111 Ol dial, given some encourage- traditional morality — 

the prophetic not apoca- get of morality at the heart of 1 11 I I II I I II IV gjk\ I I I ^ ment. soderies can heal them- iUes, friendships, loyalties 

lyptic tradition of Judaism. To bis account comes wranned un WV-JL JL M. k/ selves. The task of intellectual the codes of obligation w 



Sacks well-stocked mind 


T he Chief Rabbi, Jona¬ 
than Sacks, comes from 
the prophetic not apoca¬ 
lyptic tradition of Judaism. To 
% sure, them are traces of the 
Apocalypse in this book, but 
his message is hopeful. Things 
are very bad in our society, but 
a people can survive, and 
prosper, if it follows the paths 
of virtue laid down by its 
teachers and prophets. From 
the hand historical experience 
of the Jews, for whom individ¬ 
ualism spelt disintegration, 
and for whom family, and 
social cohesion was the key to 
survival. Sacks has fashioned 
a modem argument for "canv 
munitarianism” — the miss¬ 
ing ground, as he sees it. 
between the State and the 
individual in contemporary 
British politics. 

The central weakness of the 
book is Dr Sacks’s failure to 
link up the tradition from 


which be speaks with die 
politics he espouses. The nug¬ 
get of morality at the heart of 
his account comes wrapped up 
in the cotton wool of contem¬ 
porary fashion. “Civility'’ — 
the key word in modem 
communitarian discourse — 
already suggests social dis- 
. tan ring. We can and should be 
-civil" to strangers; it is odd to 
talk abour being civil to one's 
family or friends. 

To offset this fuzziness at the 
edges. The Politics of Hope 
exhibits many virtues. It is 
very well written, and full of 
arresting phrases as well as 
apt quotations from thinkers 
like Tocquevilie and Alasdair 
Marintyre. It is. above all, 
wholesome, the product of a 
civilised, intelligent, . well 
stocked mind. If Dr Sacks 
shirks the hardest questions, 
he has probably dote as well 
as one can do with the moral 


and political language avail¬ 
able. and his book deserves to 
be widely read and discussed. 

Its main theme is social 
decay, with its familiar symp¬ 
toms: rising crime, family- 
breakdown. child abuse, ran¬ 
dom killings, etc. There is 
truth in this picture. Though to 
my mind it is a trifle over¬ 
wrought. Sacks ascribes these 
diseases to the “fraying of the 
civil bond”. In its heyday, 
liberalism achieved a balance 
between a social contract 
theory based on individual 
self-interest and a “covenan¬ 
ts!" idea of morality, derived 
from Judaeo-Christianity. 

This always precarious 
equipoise was shattered by the 
growth of libertarianism. The 


THE POLITICS OF 
HOPE 

By Jonathan Sacks 

Cape. £1449 
ISBN022404329 3 


welfare state was built on the 
“nationalisation of responsi¬ 
bility" and the “privatisation 
of morality". Between them 
they crowded out the interme¬ 
diate networks which had 
hitherto sustained a free soci¬ 
ety. A powerful metaphor for 
our flattened social landscape 
is the municipal tower blade, 
which locks individuals into 
isolation behind the facade of 
stale planning. 

The task. then, is to retrieve 


the “ecology of freedom" from 
both collectivism and individ¬ 
ualism, by recovering old vir¬ 
tues and building new 
“mediating structures". At this 
point one becomes uncomfort¬ 
ably aware of the cotton wool,, 
but there are still flashes of the 
diamond. Dr Sacks is uncom¬ 
promising about the family: 
“If we have any responsibil¬ 
ities at all. then we must have 
moral responsibilities to those 
we brought into being... If we 
have a duty to fulfil any other 
undertaking, we have a duty 
to honour the pledge of mar¬ 
riage ... If marriage is holy, 
adultery is a sin. If it is moral, 
then adultery is wrong." 

But what is to be done? 
Sacks is sensible and modest. 


He believes, rightly I think, 
that, given some encourage¬ 
ment, societies can heal them¬ 
selves. The task of intellectual 
and spiritual! leaders is to give 
ordinary people a usable mor¬ 
al vocabulary. Politicians 
should concern themselves 
with the Ion grterm conse¬ 
quences of legislation for “hu¬ 
man character and the 
institutions within which it is 
formed and exercised". 

This crudest of summaries 
hardly does justice to the 
many subtleties and felicities 
in Sacks's argument. Central 
to all dear thinking on these 
matters are the distinctions he 
makes between individuality 
and individualism. A set of 
moral rules flexibly applied is 
infinitely better than the pre¬ 
tence that there are no rules, 
that moral discourse can be 
“non-judgmental". The real 
treason of the derks is to have 


left “the whole framework of 
traditional morality — fam¬ 
ilies, friendships, loyalties and 
the codes of obligation which 
sustained them — inherently 
inarticulate." 

The present dilemma was 
more or less summed up by 
Livy 2,000 years ago: “We 
have reached a point where we 
cannot bear either our vices or 
their cure." There is no short¬ 
age of penetrating analysis of 
our plight but as soon as 
anyone proposes to do any¬ 
thing. the discussion veers off 
into platitudes. I interpret 
communitarianism, perhaps 
wrongly, as the latest of these 
evasions, which is another 
way of saying that l prefer Dr 
Sacks the moralist to Dr Sacks 
the politician. 


Lord Skidelsky is Professor 
of Political Economy at 
Warwick University. 
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Karen Armstrong enjoys a vigorous 
reappraisal of a visionary Apostle 


F ew men of genius have been as 
consistently misunderstood -and 
vilified as St Paul. He is accused 
of turning the simple, loving 
message of Jesus into a restrictive, 
complex theological system. Paul is 
reviled as a misogynist, an authoritarian, 
and an anti-Semite, whose dark view of 
human nature laid the foundations for 
some of the worst abuses of Christianity. 
Even though in recent decades scholars 
have tried to correct this distorted view of 
Paul, people seem reluctant to abandon it 
For some, it has acquired 
the status of a received 
idea and. as such, is 
somehow necessary to The Mi 

their view of themselves Ap 

and their cultural and By A. F 

religious identity. Smclafrste 

A. N. Wilson’s admi- ISBN 11 

rable and compelling b>- -- - 

ography should encour¬ 
age many to revise their view of the 
Apostle, if only because; despite Its sound 
scholarship, it is destined to reach a wider 
audience than most learned studies. 
Wilson shows dearly that withoert Paul 
Christianity would have been impossible 
and. indeed, that-the gospel portrait of 
Jesus has been so profoundly influenced 
by Paul's theologythat it is impossible for 
us to separate the two... 

One of die great strengths of Wilson'S 
book is that it reveals the extent-.of our 
ignorance about the origins of Christian 1 
iiy. This is especially important at a time 
when believers attach great importance to 
the historicity of the Gospdvand the 
inerrancy of scripture. By guiding his 
readers through the minefield of New 
Testament scholarship, Wilson not only 
shows that such iron certainty is mis- 


PAUL 

The Mind of the 
Apostle 
ByA.N. Wilson 

Sindair-Steveasotu £17.99 
ISBN 1856195422 


placed but that Paul and most of his 
contemporaries would have been be- - 
mused by our 20th-century conceptions*of 
faith. Paul himself was cavalier in- his 
reading of the Bible and on many 
important issues was content to" let 
Christians make up their own minds. 

In fact, as Wilson cogently observes, 
Paul would have been dismayed by die 
Churches today. Like Jesus, he had no 
intention of founding a new religion. He 1 
always considered himself to be aJew and 
his passionate polemic about the validity 
of the law of Moses was, 

■ • in Paul’S view, an inter- 

JL - nal debate within Jewry 

5 of the about the nature of Juda- 

rtle . ism. Convinced that the 

Wilson End of Time was at 

nson, £17.99 hand, Paul was not af- 
\195422 tempting to , create an 

.-- — alternative to Judaism in - 

“Christianity". 

' There was no time to establish a new 
religious tradition, nor was there any 
point since, Paul believed, the practices of 
religion could neither help riar save 
humanity. It was only the God who had 
been present in Jesus who could bring 
salvation.- Paul’s genius was to.: 
mythologise Jesus, so that He became an 
interior reality for His converts, the 
ultimate goal of die religious quest It was 
Paul's poetic vision which enabled faith in 
Christ to survive long after the memories 
of the historical Jesus had faded. . 

Paul was no anti-Semite: he was racked 
by the difficulties of being a .Jew in the 
Roman Empire, which he greatly ad¬ 
mired. He was no misogynist women : 
were folly involved in his mission.Those 
passages which do releg a te women to an 
inferior status were not written by Paul 



Bloody good buy 


UNTIL March 28, foe Bei- 
necke Library at Yale Univer¬ 
sity, Connecticut is exhibiting 
a recently acquired collection 
of 15th and 16th-century books 
annotated by their early read¬ 
ers. The 160 books were 
brought together by the anti¬ 
quarian bookseller Bernard 
Rosenthal, beginning in I960. 
He recognised that far from 
being blemishes in a book, 
contemporary marginalia are 
evidence of how it was origi¬ 
nally read and used. 

The works range from Clas¬ 
sical authors and biblical stud¬ 
ies to astronomy, farming and 
geography. There are plays 
with stage directions written 
by actors. Among the annota¬ 
tors were the scholars Scaliger 
and Hieronymous Wolf, and 
editors preparing new editions 
of the texts. 

Evidence of a book’s use can 
take many forms. A bookseller 
once showed me a 17th-cen¬ 
tury medical textbook which 
had been consulted during 
surgery. The pages relating to 
one gruesome operation were 
thick with 300-year-old blood. 
Apparently, this considerably 
enhanced the book's value: 



BIBLIOMANE 


which has recently been the 
subject of enlightening debate 
in the trade magazine The 
Bookdeaier. The course be¬ 
gins in September (0171 439 
3118). Failing that, try therapy. 


.Paul bad the genius io mythologise Jesus: the Apostle in a late 15th-century German engraving 


JUST AS nine out of ten people 
who ever have psychotherapy 
decide it is their vocation to be 
shrinks, so half the people 
who go to bookfairs seem to 
dream of being booksellers. 

Help is at hand. The Anti¬ 
quarian Booksellers* Associ¬ 
ation is collaborating with 
University College London to 
offer a diploma in antiquarian 
bookselling. It even includes a 
module on bookselling ethics. 


SIMON Lawrence's Fleece 
Press specialises in fine books 
of wood-engravings, and Law¬ 
rence has built a reputation 
with volumes on Reynolds 
Stone. Agnes Miller Parker 
and John Buckland Wright. 
He won awards for die best 
designed and printed limited 
editions in 1W4 and 1995. 

His new book is the smart 
folio Gwen Rave rat: Wood 
Engraver (£255). Unfortunate¬ 
ly, it is not really a book of en¬ 
gravings. Less than a third of 
the 150 pages have an engrav¬ 
ing on them, and nearly half 
are given over to references. 
That it is all exquisitely print¬ 
ed makes the waste of ability 
the more apparent. Scarcely 
anyone needs this degree of 
documentation, and no one at 
all needs it to be hot-metal 
typeset at vast expense. 

Back to beautiful basics, 
please. Simon. 


Jim McCue 


himself, but by other, later writers. Paul 
had his faults, but, as Wilson shows in 
this generous, engaging study, they are 
not those attributed to him by his modern 
detractors. There is pathos in our last 
glimpse of Paul in this book: in Spain, at 
the ends of the earth, waiting for a Christ 
who never returned. 
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Karen Armstrong’s In The Beginning 
A New Reading of foe Book of Genesis, is 
published by HarperCollins. priced 
£14.99. 


Building a tower of babble 


IN 190b at the Madison 
Square Roof Garden a mil¬ 
lionaire shot dead Stanford 
White, the famous New York 
architect, who had seduced the 
millionaire's -wife. ■ • Ninety 
years later the architect's 
great-granddaughter has 
turned family historian.' In. 
The Architect of Desire. 


Suzannah Lessard returns as 
often to that tuni-oFtbe<entu- 
ry murder scene as she does to 
scenes from her own child¬ 
hood on the estate her great¬ 
grandfather acquired on Long 
Island. The crime of passion, 
the publicity .attending the 
millionaire Harry K. Thaw's 
trial for murder, and foe 
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by amnad in Europe. 


revelations about White’s pre¬ 
dilection for young girls filled 
foe newspapers for years. 

At Box Hill in Long Island, 
where White’s widow Bessie 
remained, where -their son 
Larry raised his family, and 
where ultimately his daughter 
raised Suzannah, the subject 
was never aired — until foe 
1990s. when a 
film, 77ie Girl in Flora 

the Red Velvet -—:— 

Swing, re-en- -j- 

acted the scan- aopj- 

dal Then, a 
bizarre family Vl. v 

agreement was Beau 

reached that Dangi 

Stanford had ■ Stanfo 
taken only a fa- Fh. 

therly interest in. By Sr 

the girls he was Le 

alleged to have weld 

seduced. Witness NicoL 

foe bills showing • j Isbno . 

he paid for den- ■ 

tal treatment for 
. many of them! 

. White is a giant, energetic 
presence in this memoir,.roar¬ 
ing and philandering his way 
to hideous debt, sketching in 
the New York skyline with an 
endless stream of Beaux Arts 
buildings, ransacking Europe 
to embellish foe millionaire 
palaces he built at Newport 

At one point Lessard tells 
us. he skidded across the floor 
■of the office with a photograph 
ol Poitiers Cathedral: “Mr 
Wells, damn it that building 
there is as good in its way as 
the Parthenon." The famous 
draughtsman he addressed 
replied: “Stanford, fried eggs, 
in their way. are as good as the 
.Parthenon." But there are 
biographies to tell us more of 
White's life and works. After 
his death, for his family came 
foe void, and it is this void — 
and silence — after violence 
which concerns Lessard. 

Ln this carefully constructed 

narrative; she relates later 
violence on foe Box Hill estate 
to foe impenetrable silence on 
foe subject of her great-grand- 


Flora Fraser 


THE 

ARCHITECT 
OF DESIRE 
Beauty and 
Danger in the 
Stanford White 
Ftotuly 

By Suzannah 
Lessard 

Weidenjeld& 
Nicolson, £20 
ISBN O 297S19402 


father. The aggressive im¬ 
pulses of her uncle Johnny, 
who had been hit over the 
head by an over-zealous frau- 
lein in 1930s Germany, were 
unchecked. Another uncle, 
Bobby, indulged in sexually 
overt bam dances with the 
author while her parents and 
his wife stood by. She derails a 
rape of one cou- 
raser . sin by another, 

_ and her own 

c father's sexual 

Spr-p abuse of herself 

and her sisters 
SlKb, w hen they were 

and children. Les- 

in the sard’s expressed 

White view is that a 

jjy seminal meeting 

inriaTt with her sisters 

ird in the late 1980$, 

eld& where they dis- 

u £20 cussed their fa- 

'819402 ther*s behaviour 

—■——i— for the first time, 

cured a "paraly¬ 
sis" that had affected her 
writing for years. Soon after 
she embarked on writing this 
narrative. 
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WOULD that she had not! Or 
rather, would that she had 
resolved to have this weighty 
document privately primed. In 
the good old tradition of 
family memoirs. Doubtless of 
value to Lessard as therapy, 
and almost as certainly of 
interest to members of her 
family present and future. The 
Architect of Desire is in The 
end an unattractive blast of 
rage posing as memoir, a 
personal history long on casti¬ 
gation and short on humour. 
Long ago Jane Austen identi¬ 
fied Sir Walter Elliott as a 
man whose favourite reading 
was his own entry in the 
Baronetage- But to be fair, he 
didn’t expect anyone else to 
share in his enjoyment. 
Lessard has made a crucial 
mistake in expecting us all to 
find her and her relations as 
interesting as she herself has 
found them to be. 
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Court of Appeal 


Law Report February 271997 
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Rehabilitation period for endorsement 


Subsequent events are 


'lit 



Power v Provincial Insur*’ 
ante pie 

Before Lord Justice Staughton, 
Lord Justice Pill and Lord Justice 
Mummery 

(Judgment February 18] 

An order for .endorsement of a 
licence following a conviction for 
driving under the influence of 
drink or drugs was not an order 
imposing on the con vicred person a 
“disability, prohibition or other 
penalty” within Che meaning of 
section 5$) of the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act 1074 for the purpose 

of determining the appropriate 
rehabilitation period in respect of 
the conviction. 

The Court of Appeal allowed by 
a majority. Lord Justice Mummery 
dissenting, an appeal by the plain¬ 
tiff, Gary ftjwer. against the order 
of Judge Michael Baker in Wor¬ 
thing County Court on February 
20. 10%, whereby he ruled, cm a 
preliminary Issue in proceedings 
against the ddendants. Provincial 
Insurance pic that the plaintiffs 
drink/driving offence dated July 
JO. I486 was not spent by Septem¬ 
ber 5. 1991 and that the plaintiff 
therefore was not a rehabilitated 
person for the purposes of the 1974 
Act on that dale 

Section 5 of the 1974 Act pro¬ 
vides: “(8) Where in respect of a 
conviction an order was made 


imposing on the person convicted 
any disqualification, disability, 
prohibition or other penalty, the 
rehabilitation period applicable to 
die sentence shall be a period 
beginning with the date of convic¬ 
tion and ending on the dale on 
which the disqualification, disabil¬ 
ity or penally (as the case may be) 
ceases or ceased to have effect.” 

Mr Richard Huscroft for the 
plaintiff, Mr Edwin Glasgow, QC 
and Mr Mark James for die 
defendants. 

LORD JUSTICE 

STAUGHTON said that on July 
31.1986 the plaintiff was convicted 
of driving while unfit through 
drink or drugs, contrary to section 
5(1) of the Road Traffic Act 1972. He 
was fined and disqualified from 
driving for 21 months and his 
licence was ordered to be 
endorsed. 

On September 5.1991. the plain¬ 
tiff filled in a proposal form for 
insurance of a motor vehicle with 
the defendants. To the question 
whether he had at any time been 
disqualified from driving for any 
motoring offence, he answered 
“No". 

The plaintiff claimed rat his 
insurance and Lhe defendants 
sought to avoid the policy by 
reason of the plaintiffs answer. 
The plaintiff started an action 


against the defendants in the 
county court. 

Under section 10if7Aj of the 1972 
Act, as amended by paragraph 12 
of Schedule 9 to the Transport Act 
1981. a person whose licence had 
been endorsed was entitled to 
apply for a new licence after a 
period of 11 years in the case of a 
drink driving offence. - 

Section 4 of the 1974 Ad pro¬ 
vided in effect that if the plaintiffs 
conviction was spent by September 
1991 he was entitled in law to give 
the answer he did and could suffer 
do adverse consequences from 
having done so. 

Section 5 set out the rehabilita¬ 
tion period, which depended on the 
sentence passed. Where more than 
one sentence was imposed, the 
rehabilitation period applicable 
was the longest of chase periods: 
see section 6(2). For die tine, the 
rehabilitation period was five 
years: for the 21-month dis¬ 
qualification, the period was 21 
months. 

If h was necessary to decide the 
point, his Lordship would hold 
that an order for endorsement was 
a “Sentence” within section 1(3) of 
the 1974 Act. It was an order by the 
court in respect of a conviction. The 
fact that it was an “order” ap¬ 
peared from section 101(1} of the 
1972 Ad¬ 
it was submitted by the defen¬ 


dants, and the judge had held that 
an order for endorsement was an 
order imposing a “disability, pro. 
hffritian or other penalty" within 
section 5(8} of the 1974 Ad. 

If the subsection was applicable 
then the rehabilitation pond was 
11 years by reason of the provision 
in respect of drink driving offences 
to that effect. 

The judge had. considered that 
the endorsement was a prohibition 
and a disability because it was 1 , a 
prohibition against getting a cfean 
licence and it was a disability 
because & person with an endorse¬ 
ment was in a worse podium than 

a person without one. 

In one sense, of course, any 
order of the court disabled and 
prohibited a person from doing 
things inconsistent with It. But bis 
Lordship did not believe that the 
right interpretation of the statute 
was as wide as that. 

The words “disqualification, 
disability, prohibition” were aimed 
at an order restricting a person 
from carrying on some activity in 
life for a limited period; it did not 
contemplate a person carrying on ‘ 
the activity of applying for a dean 
licence. 

The question whether an order 
for endorsement was a "penalty" 
was more difficult. 

Where endorsement was obliga¬ 
tory under section 101 of the 1972 


Act it was not in tbar sense s 
penalty. It was a record which 
courts were obliged to make. 

The results which followed if 
endorsement was a penalty were 
surprising. If the period of 
rehabilitation when there was . an 
endorsement was II years, 
rehabilitation would occur later 
than for a person sent to prison for 
six In 30 monte, when the 
rehabilitation period was 10 years. 

Bell v Ingham SI969) 1 QB 563) 

was authority that in some con¬ 
texts endorsement was a penally. 
Mr Justus Ashworth had said that 
end or sement was an unpleasant - 
consequence and in that sense was 
a penalty. But cm another view it 
was not currently a penalty 
because it did not impose any trre 
sanctiao. 

In view of the consequences 
flowing hum holdup that endorse¬ 
ment was a penalty within section 
5(8) of the 1974 Act. which made 
tittle sense, his Lordship concluded 
that Parliament did not intend 
“penally” to be used in the wider 
sense within the Act. 

Lord Justice PQ1 delivered a 
concurring judgment and Lord 
Justice Mummery delivered a 
dissenting judgment. 

Solicitors: Lawrence Graham 
for Code & Haddock, Worthing: 
Badhams Thompson. 



Creditor’s vote valid despite exclusion attempt 


In re Debtors (Nos 400 and 
401 of 1996) 

Before Mr Justice Rimer 
Pudgment February 13} 

A creditor who should have been 
given notice of a meeting to 
consider a debtor's proposals for a 
voluntary arrangement with his 
creditors under section 257 of the 
Insolvency Act 1986 and was not 
given sudi notice but win learnt 
about the meeting independently 
could validly vote ar the meeting. 

Mr Justice Rimer so held in the 
Chancery Division on appeals by 
two debtors pursuant to rule 5.17(8) 
of the Insolvency Rules (SI 1986 No 
1925) from the decision of die 
chairman of two meetings con¬ 
vened to consider the debtors' 
proposals for individual voluntary 
arrangements with their creditors 
to allow Colonial Mutual Group 
(UK Holdings) Ltd to vote at the 
meetings. 

Rule 5.17 provides: “(1) Subject as 
follows, every creditor who was 
given notice of the creditors' meet¬ 
ing is entitled to vote at the meeting 
or any adjournment of it.” 

Mr Geraint M. Jones for the 
debtors; Mr Richard Adkins, QC 
and Mr Andreas GledhiU for 
Colonial. 

MR JUSTICE RIMER said that 
the debtors were indebted to one of 
their creditors. Colonial, in the 
sum of E1I4.698J2. The debtors 
apparently believed that (hey had 
a cross-claim against Colonial for 
damages of between £500,000 and 
£L5 million. 

The debtors proposed an in¬ 
dividual voluntary arrangement 
with their creditors but wished to 


exdude Colonial from it- They 
wanted to keep it in the dark as to 
what was going on. so as to 
minimise any risk that it might 
intervene and use its vote as a 
creditor to prevent the arrange¬ 
ments being approved. 

Notices convening the creditors’ 
meeting to consider (he debtors’ 
proposals pursuant to section 257 
of die Insolvency Act 1986 were 
sent to the debtors* creditors other 
than Colonial. 

Colonial’s solicitors, Rosenblatt, 
however, managed to discover 
from the King's Lynn County 
COurt file the date of the meeting 
and wrote to the proposed chair¬ 
man of the meeting, the nominee, 
notifying him of the debtors' 
indebtedness to Colonial and of its 
wish to exercise its voting rights at 
the meetings. Rosenblatt aba ap¬ 
peared at the meetings, held on 
July 24.1996. to represent ColoniaL 

At those meetings the chairman 
expressed his view that Colonial 
was nor entitled to vote as (a) it had 
not been given notice of the 
meetings and (b) it had been 
exdudea at the debtor's request 
Nevertheless, and in his Lord- 
ship ^ view correctly, he applied 
rule 5.17(6) by admitting Colonial's 
claim to vote but marking it as 
objected to. 

The vote at a meeting to approve 
a debtor's proposal under rule 
5.18(1) had to have a 75 per cent 
majority. The value of the votes 
cast, by all the creditors was 
E348JXX). The value of the votes in 
favour of the proposal was 
£184.000: the value of those 
against, including Colonial’S debt 
of £11469052 was £164.000. 


The value required for the 75 per 
cent majority was E26LOOO. The 
result was that the arrangements 
were not approved. But far Colo¬ 
nial's vote.'both would have been 
approved. 

The debtors appealed against 
the chairman’s decision allowing 
Cbtonial to vote. They claimed: (a) 
it was perfectly proper for the 
chairman not to give notice to 
Colonial of die creditors' meetings 
as its debt was disputed by the 
debtors and (b) if it was not. 
Colonial was anyway not entitled 
to vote at the meetings because it 
was not given notice of them by the 
nominee. 

His Lordship was unimpressed 
that the debtors' claim for dam¬ 
ages was arguable but was pre¬ 
pared to assume for present 
purposes that it was. 

On (a), his Lordship found that 
on the facts, the argument based 
on the existence of an alleged 
equitable set-off could not help the 
debtors. He held that rule 5.13(2) 
required the nominee to give notice 
of the section 257 meetings to 
Colonial and that there was no 
justification for his omission to do 
so. 

On (I)}, Mr Jones argued that 
even if the nominee was m error in 
not giving Colonial notice of the 
meetings, the effect of his failure to 
do so was to deprive it of any right 
to vote at them. 

His Lordship held, first, that ft 
could not be said that Colonial was 
a creditor who was given notice of 
die meeting within rale 5.17. The 
nominee and the debtors did all in 
their power to ensure that notice 
was not given to it and it was only 


because ■ of Rosenblatt's 
resourcefulness that Colonial 
found out about h. 

He did not consider that a 
creditor who successfully searched 
the county court file far the date of 
a section 257 meeting of which he 
had otherwise been deliberately 
kept in the dark could fairly dattn 
that he was given notice of it. 

Furthermore, notice given by a 
thin! party would not be withu the 
section. The wording of rule 5.17. 
properly construed, meant “every 
creditor who was given notice of 
the creditors' meeting by the 
nominee” rather than "every cred¬ 
itor with notice {how so ever 

obtained) of the creditors' 

meeting”. 

His Lordship accepted Mr 
Adkins’ argument that rule 5.17(1) 
did not impliedly also provide that 
other creditors who obtained no¬ 
tice of the meeting by another route 
might not attend the meeting and 
claim a right to vote at it. 

The scheme of Part vm of the 
1986 Aa and the rules was that 
individual voluntary arrange¬ 
ments were intended to be put 
before all die debtor's creditors 
and that notice of a section 257 
meeting should be sent-by the 
nominee to all of them. 

It was consistent with that that 
ad such creditors should be en¬ 
titled to attend and voteat a section 
257 meeting of which they had 
actual notice, regardless of 
whether they were given notice by 
the nominee in accordance With 
the rales. 

It made little sense afjjfjg 
legislation to interpret it as in¬ 
tended to achieve the result that a 
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Play Fantasy 
Formula One today 




N ow is your chance to get in pole position for 

The Times and the Marlboro World Championship 
Team 1997 Formula One season which starts in 
Melbourne on Sunday March 9. For the chance to win a 
share of our E40.0Q0 Fantasy Formula One jackpot just 
choose a team of six mcing drivers and six oonstructors 
from the four groups listed in the pane), below. Entry 
phone lines are open from now until noon on Thursday 
March 6. Your name will go into a pre¬ 
season draw for the chance to win a 


prize of El ,000 or a Sony PlayStation. 

You can switch your fantasy team after each grand prix. 
Full details of the scaring system and the terms and 
conditions appeared in the 20-page Grand Prix supplement, 
free with Monday's Times. 

• You can also play Fantasy Formula. One with The 
Sunday Tunes for the chance to win additional prizes. 



THE PRIZES 

JACKPOT: The manager with die best team score on our 
Fantasy Formula One leader board after the final race of the 
season, the European Grand Prix at Estoril, Portugal, on 
October 26. will win £25,000. Prizes of £10,000 and £5,000 
will go to two runners-up. 

INDIVIDUAL RACE WINNERS; The manager of the 
team which semes the most points in the Australian Grand 
Prix will win a luxury three-day trip for two to San Marina 
The runner-up will get a Sony PlayStation and Formula 
One game worth £250. 

• For details of a wide range of Formula 
One trips with BAC Sport including three 
special Monaco tours, call 0171-456 7100. 

TO ENTER BY TELEPHONE 
Call our entry hotline on 0891405001 (+44 990100 311 
outside the UK). Calls last approximately seven minutes and 
must be made using a Touch-tone telephone. 

Follow the instructions on the entry line. You will be 
asked to nominate your 12 two-digit selections in turn. The 
order in which you register your first three drivers will be 
your predictions for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd finishing places for 
the grands prix where bonus points apply. 

You will then be asked to give your Fantasy Formula One 
team name, your own name, address, postcode and daytime 
telephone number. You will receive a 10-digit PIN number 
as confirmation of your entry. Please keeps record of this 
with your team details. 
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creditor who should have been 
given notice of such a meeting by 
tbe nominee, but was not. should, 
be denied the right to vote at it if be 
was forruhate enough to have 
obtained sufficient notice of it by 
another route- 

la his Lordship's judgment. 
Colonial was entities! to vote ar (he 
meetings and its votes were validly 
cast 

Solicitors: Edmonson HaH 
Newmarket; Rosenblatt. 


Barnett and Others v Guard¬ 
ian Newspapers Ltd 
Before Lord Justice Evans. Lord 
Justice Swixuton Thomas and Lord 
Justice Otton 
[Reasons January 22] • 

Events including unjustified sus- 
pidoo. rumour or- complaints 
alone subsequent to publication of 
words complained of in an action 
for Bbd were inefcvaht to the issue 
of distress flowing from the lossof 
reputation, resulting from the 
publication of the alleged fibet 

The Court of Appeal so held 
when giving reasons far dismiss¬ 
ing on January 21 an appeal by 
Guardian Newspapers jid. defen¬ 
dants in a Iibd action brought by 
PC Reynold Bennett. Sgt.Robert 
Watton. PC Bernard Giflan. PC 
Paul Goscomb and PC Gerald 
Mapp. against an 'Oder of Mr 
Justice French made on January 17 
during the trial that they should 
rut be entitled to aws-eurninethe 
plaintiffs as to causation of 'dam¬ 
age or as to credit and that they be 
refused leave to amend their 
defence to put causation in issue. 

Hie plaintiffs were saving 
police officers in 1992 at the time of 
the newspaper article in which 
they were not named. Guardian. 
Newspapers bad sought to in¬ 
troduce matters up to the date of 
commencement of action... 

The Court of Appeal ordered 
that the reasons were not to be 
published until after the CriaL On 
February 7 die jury dismissed the 
plaintiffs’action. 

Mr George Carman. QC and 
Miss Victoria Sharp for Guardian 
Newspapers Ltd; Mr Thomas 
Shields, QC and Mr Stephen 
Suttie for the policemen. 

LORD JUSTICE OTTON said 
that the appeal concerned the issue 
of damages. It was well established 


that where a plaintiff was an 
individual, one of the most im¬ 
portant factors in the assessment 
of damages was the effect of die 
Iibd on the plaintiffs feelings: see 
Dunam t) Neill on Defamation 
(second edition (1983) 18-13). . 

In McCarty v Associated News¬ 
papers Ltd (No 2} ffl965i 2 QB 86) 
Lad Justice Pearson had dealt 
with ' die various - dements _ in 

^u n j w ialp iy itainiigi'*- Mlowing . 

that principle; a claim for distress 
arising out' of the.'publication 
which resulted in kiss of reputation 
had been advanced on behalf of the 


of 
the 
con*- 


The rule admission 

of general evidence ctf bad reput¬ 
ation was sated in Dunam 0 
Neill fat 1847).' 

. In Dingle v Associated News¬ 
papers Ltd dl964j AC371,396,412) 
the House of Lords bad held that it 
was nek permissible far defendants 
to rdy in mitigation of damages 
upon the assertion that the plain¬ 
tiff's reputation was damaged by 
defamatory articles other than that 
complained ofc see tdsoSpeidel v 
Plato Films Ltd QL96LI AC 1000. 
1143). 

• tnRv Edwards 01991] 1 WLR 
207.216} theCourtof Appeal bad to 
consider file extent to tfhidi police 
officers could be cross-examined to 
show whether or not tfaey tfaem- 
setves had bebn gufltyofa criminal 
offence in the course of their duties. 
Sir was weB established that a 
persq^ufho sought to .raise a 
positive cafe by way of defence was 
required to do so in fheideacfinas: 
see Order 18, role 12 ( 6 )of tbe Rubes 
of the Supreme Court . 

1 On the first issue, in his Lord¬ 
ship's judgment, the trial judge 
was correct to stop tbe atis»-. 
examination. One cook! draw an 
analogy with Dingle v Associated 

Newspapers when: it was held that 


Ttwasappropriate in pri“°Pk 
and logic that the subsequent 
events Mr Carman sought ^ 
introduce were equally intferam 

to the issues of tbe thsbcss wW* 

Bowed safely front the loss 
reputation resulting been 
publication of tbe words 
plained ot 

. Thejudge was equally correa to 
disalkw amendment at tne De¬ 
fence which sought to put **«*- 
tkm in'issue. "Die pleading of a 
bare was on ft® fece. a 

defective pleading if the intention 
was- ns raise a posi tive ca se of 
alternative cause of distress- Even 
if the pleading were nnrllawwi. the 
trial judge had a discretion to 
allow the amendment at the 
particular stage of the trial. 

LORD JUSTICE EVANS said 
that in tbe absence of any pleaded 
issue, it was. dear that the cross- 
examination should not be permit¬ 
ted. Thar was in accordance with 
the general principle that a witness 
could not be cross-examined as to 
credit on the basis of rumour, 
sospoan or even complaint alone: 
see J? v Edwards. That was in a 
criminal context where the court's 
discretion was involved. 

■ Butin his Lordship's judgment, 
the general principle held true in a 
Iibd action where no attempt was 
made to justify the suspicion that 
was raised.' 

-Lord Justice Swinton Thomas 
delivered a .concurring judgment 

Solicitors: Olswang; Russell 
Janes Walker. 

Correction 

in R. v Hounslow LBC, Ex parte R 
(The Times February 25) the solic¬ 
itors for the applicant were Vickers 
& Co, Wflksden. 
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Court martial not a fair hearing sting 


Findlay v United Kingdom 
(Case No 110/1995/616/706) 

Before R. Ryssdal. President, and 
Judges J. De Meyer. E. Palm, A. N. 
Laima. J. M. Morenilla, Sir John 
Ffeeland, D. Gorchev, p. Jambrck 
and K. Jungwiert . 

. Registrar H; Petxold 
Deputy Registrar P. J. Mahoney 
pudgment February 25] 

Atrial by court martial governed 
by die procedure laid down in the 
Army Act 1955 did not constitute a 
fair hearing by an independent 
tribunal as guaranteed by article 
6.1 of the European Convention on. 
Human Rights. 

The European Court of Human 
Rights so held when finding unani- 
mousfy that there had been a 
violation in the case of Alexander 
Findlay. 

Article 6.1 provides: “In the 
determination of... any criminal 
charge against him. everyone is 
entitled to a fair and public 
bearing... by an independent and 
impartial tribunal. .* 

Mr FmdJay was born in 1961 and 
lived in Windsor. He joined the 
British Army in 1980 and was doe 
to retire in October or November 
199Z. During the Falklands cam¬ 
paign in 1982 he witnessed tire 
death and mutilation of.several of 
his friends and was himself in¬ 
jured. Subsequently, he suffered 
psychiatric problems which were 
not, however, diagnosed until 
199a 

On July 29,1990, after a heavy 
drinking session, he held members 
of his unit at gunpoint, threatening 
to kQI himself and some of them. 
After having fired two shots into a 
television set. he surrendered the 
pistol and was subsequently 


a rrested. Psychiatric reports 
indicated that the incident bad 
resulted from post traumatic stress 
disorder. 

The convening officer, a major 
general took the derision to charge 
Mr Findlay with six civilian and 
two military offences relating to 
that intidenL 

The convening . officer . was. 
responsible fix appointing the 
prosecuting officer and members •. 
of the court martiaL That consisted 
of a president and four other 
members, all of whom were army 
officers -of ranks subordinate to 
that of the convening officer and^ 
serving in units commanded by 
him: The president was himself on 
the convening officer's staff. A . 
judge advocate, a barrister, whose 
role was to provide legal advice, 
was appointed by the Judge Ad¬ 
vocate General's Office. - 

On November 11. 1991 the ap¬ 
plicant appeared before the court' 
martial and pleaded guilty to 
seven of the charges. He was 
sentenced to two years imprison-' 
meal demoted to the rank of 
guardsman and dismissed from ■ 
the army. No reasons were pro¬ 
vided for that derision. 

The applicant's petitions to toe; ' 
confirming officer, who was the 
same person as the convening ' 
officer, and to the first and second 
reviewing authorities for a reduc¬ 
tion in sentence were rejected. The 
reviewing authorities were, both . 
non-Iegafly qualified army officers 
advised by the Judge Advocate 
General'S Office. 

His application to the Divisional 
Court of toe High Court for leave 
to challenge by judidaJ review the 
finding? of the court martial was . 
refused. 


At toe timeofMr Findlay's trial 
.court martial procedure was gov¬ 
erned by. the Army-Act 1955. The 
law had since been changed, 
particularly wi* regard to the role 
of toe convening officer, by toe 
Armed Fortes Act 1996. coming, 
into force on April L1997. 

The appBcatioa to the European 
Commission of Human Jtightx. 
which was lodged aaMay28,1993, 
wfts declared admissible ah Feb¬ 
ruary 23. 1995. 

. Having attemp ted unsuccess¬ 
fully to secure a friendly settlement 
the Cornmisstcn drew op a report 
on-September 5, 1995 in which it. 
established the fads.and expressed 
the opinion that there had been a- 
vioLation of article 6.1 of the 
Convention. . - 


it, the European 
Human Rights held as 


In its 
■ Court 
foHows: 

I Article 6.1 

The Court found that the 
convening officer played a central 
role in Mr Kndlay^ prosecution 
and was dosdy finked to the 
prosecuting authorities, in that, 
truer alia, he decided which 
charges should be brought, ap¬ 
pointed the members of the court 
martial board and the prosecuting 
and defending officers and secured 
toe attendance of witnesses at the 
hearing. 

The question therefore arose 
whether the members of the court - 
martial were suffidentfy-indepenr 
deni of him and whether^ the 
' or ganisati on of . the trial offered 
adequate guarantees - of 
impartiality. 

In that respect, the Coart noted 
that all tbe members of the court 
martial were military personnel 


subordinate in rank to the conven¬ 
ing officer. Maqy of them, includ¬ 
ing toe president, were directly or 
uttimatefy under his chain of 
command. 

Furthermore, he also acted as 
con fi rm i ng officer. Thus, the de¬ 
rision of toe court martial was not 
effective until ratified by him and 
be had the power to vary the 
sentence it had imposed. 

That was contrary to the wen 
established principle that a tri- 
bunal should have the power to 
make a binding-decision, which 
. could not be altered by a non- 
. judicial a ut horit y , 

• In '.those" rircumstances, the 
-Court considered that Mr Fmd- 
lay*s doubts about toe tribunal's 
independence and impartiality 
were objectively justified and (hat 
there had beat a-violation of article 
6 . 1 . 

II Article 50' 

Mr Hndlay churned that he had 
lost £440200 wages and pension 
from (he army as a result of his 
conviction. In addition, he asked 
for £50,000 in compensation for 
the distress and suffering caused 
fay (far trial and tbe eight months 
he had spent to prison. He also 
asked that his conviction be 
quashed- 

The Chun affirmed that it could 
not speculate as to what the 
outcome of the court martial 
proceedings might have been had 
toe violation of the Convention not 
occurred. In consequence, it did 
'not award any compensation. 
F urther more, it bad no jurisdiction 
to quash convictions pronounced 
by national courts. 

It did, however, award in fall the 
legal costs of EZ3.956.2S claimed by 
Mr Findlay. 


¥■ 




Judge’s direction sufficient to counter bias 


Gregory v United Kingdom 
(Case No 111/1995/617/707) 

Before R. Ryssdal. President, and 
Judges Th6r Vilhj&Imsson. F. 
GdlcGldu. F. Matscber, A 
Sp i d m a n n. N. Valikos. I. Fbighd. 
Sir John Freeland and A. B. Baka 
Registrar H. Petzold 
Deputy Registrar P. J. Mahoney 
pudgment February 2S| 

A judge's derision to deal with an 
allegation, of racial bias in a jury 
trying a black defendant by means 
of a redirection rather than a 
discharge did not constitute an 
infringement of the right to a fair 
trial as guaranteed in article 6.1 of 
the European Convention on Hu¬ 
man Rights. 

The European Court of Human 
Righis so held by a majority. Judge 
Fotghei dissenting, in toe case of 
David Gregory. 

Article 6.1 of the Convention 
provides: “In toe determination of 
... any criminal charge against 
him. everyone is entitled to a fair 
... hearing... by an independent 
and impartial tribunal established 
bylaw." 

The applicant, who was black, 
was bora in 1966 and lived to 
Manchester. On November 26 to 
28 1991 he was tried for robbery 
before a jury at Manchester Crown 
Court. The jury retired at 10.46am 
on November 28 to consider (heir 
verdict but returned at 1228pm 
and handed a note to the trial 
judge which stated: “Jury showing 
radii overtones. One member to 
be excused." 

In die absence of the jury, the 
(rial judge consulted counsel far 
the prosecution and defence about 
a suitable response to the note. 
Counsel fix' toe defence recollected 
(hat he asked toe judge to dis¬ 
charge (he jury in the 
circumstances. 

In the judges reoofleafan. how¬ 
ever, bom counsel agreed to the 
course of action he proposed, 
rewnely to issue a redirection to toe 
jury. The jury were recalled and 
toe (rial judge instructed them to 
put out of their minds any 
thoughts of prejudice of whatever 


kind and to consider the case , on 
the evidence alone. 

At 221pm the trial judge told the 
jury, which had betoi unable, to 
reach a unanimous verdict, that he 
could accept a majority verdict 
provided ft was not less than 10-2. 
Afier the judge had given a farther 
direction to the jury, they returned 
at 4.06pm with a 10-2 verdict of 
guiff The applicant was sentenced 
to six years imprisonme n t. 

Mr Gregorys applications to the 
Court of Appeal for leave to appeal 
against conviction were refused. - 

The application to (he European 
Commission of Human Rights, 
which was lodged on Jtriy-7,1993. 
was declared admissible on April 
5.1995. 

In its report of October IS, 1995 
on the merits of the application, flic 

Commissiwi expressed the opinion 

that there had been no violation of 
article 6.1 of the Canvoroon (eight 
votes to three) and that no separate 
issue arose undo- article (4 taken 
together with article 6 
(unanimously). 

In its judgment, toe European 
Court of Human Rights held as 
follows: 

I Article <LI 

In line with its consistent case 

law the Court stressed that the 
impartiality of a tribunal including 
a jury had to be determiiied.on the 
basis of both a subjective and an 
objective test 

Since there was no proof of 
actual or subjective bias on the 
part of one or more jurors and. 
evidence of such- could not be 
adduced by questioning the jurors 
about die origin and nature of tbe. 
allegations ra the note on account 
of the ride in English law govern¬ 
ing the secrecy of jury deiibera- 
t ioos. the Court considered that the 

appropriate starting point was to 
examine whether m the rircum- 
stances the trial judge had done all 
that could be required of him 
under article 6.1 to dispel any 
objectively justified doubts about 
the juiys impartiality. 

On ihar understanding the 
Court bad particular regard to die 


steps taken by the judge on receipt 
of the note from toe jury. 

Tbe Court observed that the 
judge had not dismissed the aBegar 
tion outrqjht but bad sought toe 
views of prosecotfou and defence 
counsel on a suitable reaction to it 

He had condodedin toe fight of 
theoptkaisavmlabletobimattiiat. 
stage of die trial dial the matter' 
could best be dealt with by 
reconvening the jtziy and issuing a 
firm redirection in open court. 

As an experienced judge laving 
observed the jury t hrou ghout the 
trial.he had no doubt been aware 
of the possibility of discharging the 

jury or asking them in open court 
whether they were capable of 
continuing and retummg a verdict 
on the evidence alone. 

Deforce counsel had hot in fad: 
pressed for eithor of those courses, 
of action and it could-thus be 
reasonably inferred that he him¬ 
self had not considered that either 
had been warranted- bi the 
circumstances. 

At the most; defence counsel 
would appear to have asked, the 
judge to investigate the dreum- 
stanos which bad motivated the 
writing of toe note. However, any 
such investigation would have 
been impossufc an account of the 
above-mentioned rules on the se¬ 


crecy of jury deliberations. 

The nxfirectian itself had been 
forceful, detailed and carefully 
worded with particular emphasis 
■on the jury members’ sworn duty 
to try the case on tbe evidence 
alone to the qtduskxi of any 
thoughts of prejudice of any kind. 

.jhe tenor; of toe redirection, 
coupled- with the fact that no 
further allegations of racial bias 
were made, -fed tbe Court to 
oondude tint the trial judge had 
taken suffideru steps to ensure toe 
impartiality of the jury and to 
dispel any objective doubts- there 
might have been about that 
While toe Court noted that the 
guarant ee of a fair trial might in 
certain circumstances require a 
judge to discharge a jury. Jt 
considered thar in drcumstarK^j 
such as those hi the instant case a 
carefuffy wqrded redirection might 
be suSicietft far the purposes of 
~ article 6J of the'Convention. 

There had therefore been no 
'Eolation. Judge Fotghei dissented, 
n Article 14 m conjunction with 
article 6J 

;" The Court considered that toe 
appGcanrs complaint did not give 
ye to an y separate issue and that 
therefore there had beat no viola¬ 
tion under this head. 
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RACING: MAGUIRE’S MISHAP GIVES FORMER CHAMPION STRONG BOOK OF RIDES FOR FESTIVAL 



By Julian Muscat 


THE odds about Richard 
Dunwoody topping the riding 
charts at Cheltenham will 
have contracted sharply after 
his summons to.replace the 
injured Adrian Maguire on 
three plum rides for the David 
Nicholson stable. 

Nicholson yesterday se¬ 
cured Dunwoody*s services 
for Viking Flagship in the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase. Mulligan in the Aride 
Trophy Chase and either 
Relkeel or Sanmartino in die 
Champion Hurdle. The for¬ 
mer champion jockey will also 
partner the Nicholson-trained 
Certainly Strong in the Grand 
Annual Challenge Cup Chase. 


Nap: RECTORY GARDEN 
(3.10 Ludlow) 

Next best: Cariboo Gold 

(3.00 Huntingdon) 

Dunwoody fills the breach 
created by Maguire's cruel 
injury in a fall at Leicester on 
Tuesday. A fracture to Ma¬ 
guire’S right arm has nor only 
forced him out of the Festival 
for the third consecutive year, 
but will cause him to miss the 
rest of the season.. 

Dunwoody is expected to 
school his big-race mounts at 
Nicholson's Jackdaws Castle 
complex on Sunday week, just 
4S hours before the curtain 
rises on Cheltenham's three- 
day fixture. 

“1 have deared the arrange¬ 
ments with all the owners con¬ 
cerned, 1 ” Nicholson said yest¬ 
erday. **I have yet to make firm 
plans for L/Opera (Triumph 
Hurdle] or Barton Bank [Gold 


up by Nicholson 

JULIAN HERBERT 



“We are planning for a 
return to action a week on 
Friday,” Parsons said. “I won’t 
be overfaring him. He will 
ride in two or three races at 
Sand own and we will take it 
from there. Richard does nor 
usually ride on the Monday 
before Cheltenham and I ex¬ 
pea he will follow the pattern 
this year.” 

The recent experiences of 
Dunwoody and Maguire 
graphically illustrate how fine 
is the line beneath which 
disaster lurks. Maguire rode 
five winners an the day 
Dunwoody suffered his injury 
at Kempton. Now, with 
Dunwoody seemingly assured 
of his place at Cheltenham, it 
is Maguire who misses the 


The meeting scheduled for 
Piomptoo tomorrow survived 
a 330pm inspection yesterday 
after drying winds came to the 
track’s rescue. Monday’s fix¬ 
ture at the course was lost 


Vflring Flagship is frne of the attractive rides Dunwoody will take over from Maguire at the Cheltenham Festival 


Cup] but expect to do so 
shortly. Richard Johnson. 
Adrian's deputy here, can also 
expect to have about 12 rides 
for us.” 

Dunwoody, however, will 
not be aboard L'Opera, a 
fluent winner undo* Maguire 
at Kempton five days ago. He 
is already engaged in . the 
Triumph Hurdle tor Shooting 
Light, whom he rode to victory 
at Cheltenham last month. 


Both Viking Flagship and 
Mulligan have excellent pros¬ 
pects in their respective races. 
Dunwoody has partnered Vi¬ 
king Flagship, a dual winner 
of the Champion Chase, on 
numerous occasions, most re¬ 
cently at Cheltenham ten 
months ago. But he has never 
before ridden Mulligan, a 
warm favourite for the two- 
mile novices’ championship 
over fences. 


Whatever his mount in the 
Champion Hurdle. Dun¬ 
woody is assured of an attrac¬ 
tive ride. Nicholson is 
expected to deride on 
Sanmarnno’s participation on 
Sunday, week. Should 
Sanmartino be kept among 
his fellow novices, Dunwoody 
will be aboard Relkeel, who, 
on his first outing for 23 
months, chased home Collier 
Bay, the reigning champion 


hurdler, at Towcester earlier 
this month. 

But Dunwoody must first 
prove his own fitness in re¬ 
spect of the hairline fracture 10 
the breastbone he suffered in a 
tumble at Kempton on Satur¬ 
day. The signs are encourag¬ 
ing. His agent, Robert 
Parsons, reported a marked 
improvement in Dunwoody*s 
condition since the jockey left 
hospital on Monday. 


pinnacle of the National Hunt 
season. 

In other Cheltenham devel¬ 
opments. Noel Chance, who 
trains the Gold Cup hope, Mr 
Mulligan, maintained that 
Tony McCoy would be aboard 
the chestnut two weeks today. 
“There has never been any 
doubt about it in my mind.” 
Chance said yesterday. 

Chance’s comments are in¬ 
structive because McCoy has 
allied himself to Martin Pipe 
since he left the Paul Nicholls 
stable last month. Pipe has 
Cyborgo in line for the Gold 
Cup, but Chance’s confirma¬ 
tion of McCoy's riding plans 
suggests the Royal SunAll- 
iance Chase option looms 
large on cyborgo^ agenda. 



THUNDERER 

2.00 Tenayastefa’gn. 2.30 Granvflte Guest 3.00 
Cariboo Gold. 3.30 SATCOT1NO (nap). 4.00 Arfer 
Mole. 4.30 Bttofejnixup. 5.00 Quiet Mistress. 

Cart Evans: £30 Hsgoneoff. 4.30 Broad Steana 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


2.00 C0LES0B1 SELLING HURDLE 

(E2.Q75:2m 110yd) (1B runners) 

I 1-56 THfflBOSOFATffltfW 13 (DM C Eootofl T 


2 5FPS HMHAM TABU 7 ALS) H ttamn MVS .... 

3 -461 BELLA SED0NA 3Si (Dj50 Lady Hemin 5-11-3,. 

4 -006 LUCYDJFTY31 (6) J P*nn*6-n-3.. 

5 -1U5 TBUSTESIHJGN 89 flip,6) 0 Maria 9-11-3. 

6 30FP SATTIE5HF BRUCE 17 fij T Ce#j 5-11-Z —- 

7 JONBafiHFTCImuPl-2_ 

a !00. WtflBW372F.MItaiii6.nJ_ 

» UO COKWMHEOust 12Nfebtagt8-10-11 _ 

10 4006 MYDHEMIBBJEVS) 21M Sabesp 5-10-1 to 

11 /P PATtJBBEACH 8 PFWdwa 7-10-11-- 

12 39- HGMHS11l6sLJMaS-10.il-- 

13 FOHBSa JUOKMBOIt* W Uussw 4-10-7 

14 0 MELLOW MASTER 22 H Writer 4-10-7- 

15 0 JWWY2BF i teams 4-10-7._i_ 

16 PWfl SOME FOR JESS 13FF Jonba 4-1M. 

5-2 Beta Satefe. 5-1 Thi teltiuftftmy . 0-1 T ta yM Mq p. B-1 

Haltan Tn. 10-1 Lncy Tifljr. 12-1 ortas 


■1M 

XWBamseo 
..AOratoflft 
_ J Osborne 

__ NMm 

jAUcCmby - 

_ 0 etSagbfif 

_CMauto- 

_Jfctai 

_VEWtory 

. 0DUB1R8. 

___; SFck 

.Dimv 
.. OMmn 
. R Ferrara 

:..yaa 

BAlanpOnm. 


2.30 


C01MW0HTH HUNTEB CHASE 

(Arrateus: ET.214:3m) (3) 

1 21-P GQLOtlAL KELLY 15 TO5)ita D GnKStH 9-12-7 P Hacktag pi 

2 SM LOYAL NOTE17 (B.S) S Andros 9-1Z-7' Steal Andrew (3) 

3 4F-1 MH BOSTON 14 |OF.&S) l*jM Rn*y 1MM- S Mm 

4 0/ WE «D RSW1233 « KreS-12-0 -NKhs (7) 

5 240- GAVRURUN 293 (tLS) MrsO Opm 11-12-0 

• - M»CD|»n(7) 

6 2441 GRANVUEGUEST IBPMchofe 11-12-0 JTtamftT) 

7 11» flSGOCDFt83|^S)»fcfcSmutes8-1241 BPoBoekpJ 

0 12-1 nCHARD HURT IBP piJLS) Mrs P Ron* 13-12-0 

•. MBs L Bows (7) 

twns Mi Boston. 4-1 fegoHfl. 5-1 Loyd Ttfe. 6-1 tttWrt Hut. 10-1 Cahrtd 
mb». CnwSfl Eicsl 16-1 aim. 

3.00 CHAWSTON HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.117:3m) (7) 

T -321 CAA800 BOLD 21 (MW-&SJ K Bel*3-7M-. Jflstanj 

2 11M SWSMPPA 12(0^ Mm VShBM® 0-11-7 

UssVStphens 

3 -SM PAMT LUN10 (BJQDJF? F Jontel 11-10-i- L Aspea CS} 

4 4003 BLAZERMDfflCRE 17 Pftfchera B-10-7.„ _ 5Fa* 

5 (OBI fURJIYHK ID ffiJStft Cuds 9-10-7 {EoJ-DUUft 

b 6204 B0L5HE BARON 22 (r) M Weste 8-ID-l-!• P Haakv (3) 

7 PUP WSS C0URTEH 12 (Y) S Mrta 8-10-0 ...-IK Urn 

11-18 Carton ted. 4-1 Finy Fra. 6-1 Baza btonniw. 7-1 P« LSn. «-l 

Spw E^pi. 12-1 Bobbie Bam. IB-i Rng's CmOb • 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TSWKERS; K BUer- 22 wHara km 65 imnre. 33A: Ms M 
BmH». 10 ton 34.29.4* J Pm. 7 Ins 29 24.14; f Jontai. 3 
tana ULZLtt. D WcWson. 12fnm 54.222%; T Fwdar. i2bnn 
60.ai.Bt 

J0CKE3& L P Aspei!. 5 mn bum 19 nwm 2635^ N 
WBwon. 13 Horn 57. 728* J Ratal B hm 45. 17i«( 0 
7 inn 45. 156\ J A McCarthy. 4 tram 31.129%: K 
Gata. 4 tram 33.12.1%. 


3.30 LEVY BOARD NATUHAL HUNT NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2,600:3m 21) (15) . 

1 7122 R.YWSUMO!44 (S> BNMufatB&-H-10-. R Massey.0) 

2 6001 SAMHOREUJ010 p.SI N TsttaHWB 6-11-10... C Kart) 

3 -643 BANMTMLL LAD IS Cltartack 7-11-4_D Fort (3) 

4 0-06 BRAVE BWW 154 Ud 7-i t- 4.Sqto MkhrS fe) 

5 340 ELY'S HARBOUR 29 0Sherrod 6-11-4_ JOsbung 

6 PSG HARDY BREEZE 26 D Grtnril 6-11-4__ PHentayU) 

7 D05 H0LKHAM BAY 13LWcnttnhnn 5-11-4-C Rn (7) 

. 6 4« JET ft£S 34 Mrs J PflmHifrTi-4-RRmM 

9 044 UU5C MASTER 2B (B] C Egston 7-11-4 J A McCarthy 

IB. aWSTBOWtreCMmnr-IM. __JRaUn 

U 041 COUWTSt ATTACK 125 Mhs A EntwioB 6-10-13 — KGsmte 

12 MP MACAWS WALK 34 N 7-10-13._ 0 HUM) 

13 40U PUSH ON POLLY 63 Mb 7-10-13_G CsM 

14 43 SATC0I1N0 34 M Tnnpidns 6-10-13.. NYWtanw* 

15.^34 EHTOBER BREEZE 27 K 0-10-13_ — ASSmtti 

2-1 By»» finxr. 5-1 Smmfio. 7-1 SdUUn 10-1 SeffcfWw taen Bfs 
Itahour. 12-1 tan* HA Lad. Muse Usfei. 14-1 dBvr 

4.00wybostonnoviceschase r 

(£3,023:20)41110yd) (6) 

1 Ml ABFER M0L£ 13 3 CM 9-12-0 —_J Osbourn 

2 40-t. HGHlEARE t7(5J A«n*y T-11-6-JAMeCntar 

3 OOP BaUMTBwMva --DFbfltQ) 

- 4 OOP- CORAS SONG 384 lata Hcitia Ml-2-LAswl(3) 

5 110F TBRBH27 AfASlTtaaoB-11-2-- N Wtoson 


6 152P JOUS ABSQTT (2 (F) M Ryan 7-10-11- 

EwsTurtSi 7-4 Alter Mato. 6-1 Laartc. 16-1 Conb Sono. Job AtaM. 
25-1 fltap. 


4.30 LANGFORD END NOVICES WINTERS CHASE 

(Amateurs: £1,262:3m) (15) 

1 .«> AMADEUS 15RBar9-12-5 - CVtardm 

2 3VE ASXAWOIIYIIP(G^JIHMtad7-12-5 KWaoofi) 

3 141 BfTOfAMKUP 1JP M Robots 5-12-5. P Haddqfl Qi 

4 22-1 BROAD STEAW26P IFRS} CHrmfl-lW. ASawaiw® 

5 ■ 312- DADS PPE333P (E) Ita PSmtt7-12-5-rSm»0 

6 A6- OBU.PAR1NB1468PNktab0-12-5- JTtaadm 

7 6HP LAKWTWNBIIALI5Pff)Dftowi9-12-5_ AtMuriff 

6 2 LUHTOSAGLOTB21 RSmt9i9-12-5-SJowas® 

9 3540 SABfT BERET 1Z8 (B/.G) G Pradromoa 9-1241— Nfann® 
10 472 SANDS OF GOLD B (5) C Ntarn 9-12-5. -LUy Q 

. 11 20- TAIRA'S RASCALS5P(5) F SreflMD8-1^5 . FBttnn(7) 

12 TSb TRUE STffi. 336 f&S) J Inea-Rolph 11-12-5 

J Trice-BoW)© 

13 241 AMAZON LLY 21 (5) Mrs J Eaks 10-12-0— M Goman {7} 

14 2343 C0QLVAUM LADY IIP |FjG) W Haffioay 6-12-0. S Water (7) 

15 5341 MULTUK 12 MR PTonSAv 7-12-0. Mfcs C Towndey (7) 
7-2 Broad Sam. M UMga 6Mw. 6-1 MAnmy, 7-1 Baotaatai). 10-1 Sands 
Q Gold. Anuoa L*y True Steel 12-1 aDm. 


5.00 WLDB1 HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,635:3m 2f)(14) 

1 Ml HTY 27 (V.6) A SWfler 7-11-10-T Bey 

. 2 3242 EHTEFAAL20(F)JKtagB-ll-4... TJIfcrphy 

3 m H»IW»1AMSf7«D 10 AHn^^l-3 

J A McCarthy 

4 0501 D0CMASTB112AS)WaMWbssa6-10-12 NVOimsm 

5 -114 ROSIE# 13 <&SI NteAqa 7-lO-IZ-LAspel® 

6 AM UtaSK 23 {Ga M Mrajlw 12-1D-10-DWsteh 

7 05F3 MERtBiA 9 |C/)GHj 6M 7-10-10_NRoasfar® 

B W14 MADME PWsaOBIT 22 (CJF.6^1 C Martata 8-18-8 . 

D fat PI 

9 3150 HUDSON BAY TRADBt 12 (G5) P Baungri ID-10-7 

HssPRabsoi 

16 -PP0 WSliffllAGAn 12UteMflewtey6-10-4- SC** 

11.680 CMET.MBTRESS 24 (BA If BeMI 7-10-2ASSntti 

12 2SM 14WA7 JM WAWI512 J J micffl 4-104)-RVeftJ* (5) 

- 13 OM Iffl) LUKIB) 15 J Od B-10-0 .. JQstane 

14 -OOP HUY IE M0S510 |V) R EcUey B-10-C -VSUny 

9-2 DodmsKi: W THy. T-1 Uadaw Pnsrtni, Hosk-B. B-i Vftoi An Warts. 
BdetaaL lO-i.Hudson 89 Tods. iM tan 



THUNDEfflER 

Z25 As-ls. 2L55 Mijas. 325 Dawatib. 5LSS Running 
Stag. 4J3S Sajama. 4JSB Easteigh- 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 

4^5 BRQLiGHTONS FORMULA (nap). _ 

GOING: STAfTOD SIS 

DRAW 5F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST 

2.25 SUMTER APPRENTICES CLAIMING STAKES 
(3-Y-D: £Z687: im 41) (6 rimnere) 


■ 04 SAaWBURYlOWGLMiWBW... - 

2 0317 STATEBfGCSD5fDJ)9-3-Jftan«1 

3 1212 A&fiGtCjGlUJcrtnsha 9-1 —-- Arr* ! 

a DU2 LEGBEWfttJU 16L0-13 -nnSffll 

5 04M RWUffl)LAD 21 TJW8-7.. - RSgS| 

-«s «nn D0QN 13 S WiBam.B-2. .- . - DawnW*™* to s 
tad 14 AS4S. 7-2 Le( SetDiim 6-ISfltattfl. 12-1 FwtatUA 


E 

7-5Saa5i 

Ijfsa SteE*- 


2.55 CHATTANOOGA HANDICAP (£3339: 5fl (7) 

- Otfl UUAS S i toiEjw A-lD-0 " 

6 2152 BOflTS GRAB W« 7 


DH0M4 

- 

SsantasS 

. JQwb5 


I b « - 

I C totasl 4-01?. 

Sgfeif5« 

? 5BJ? aRLBJGRSrCO/®-'!**" 19 - 7 -,?, - 

5-1 wlBabHdtBDteltaW WVrtSta- 

f-! S3 'askp iMflatKevHepe - 


3.25 HEATHANDKAP (E2.79T.7f) (9) 

i 5126 ~ ‘ SiW ' 


r-05 - - ACtafc.6 


I HO TSWaid 

3 1433 M8IASCOWKSA«flXff5/8™^"^,1,^2 

4 -3« BMBAS0K» S«a ctSb® O)0 

* ou in-unvi/Tf£)U:KIteawr mi-iu.- 


i aw 4OCH0K14 (Cf. . 

6 325* fflHStftDS 5 iB. 

•' 0302 masse v&i. 

8 -383 HOBART8 
5 144) GLAXO flWCE 3 1 
a-i 0m l T-“ SftB i Sadesa. W ““ 
3-: S«bL S7-* Sr Sade»- 


. SSwdmT 
3-7-10 - JW“ S 
7-1 Rue Setet 


3 SO- NOTRKQOnBiBgP 

4 803- RUMM STAG 150 P 

5 -320 U.Y JAQUES 38 R a* 

6 0 SOLAR DAMN BM Jala 


3.55 ATLANTA MAK)BJ STAKES 

(3 : Y-0:£3^23:1m2i)(6) -• 

’l 2-04 AR0UM3 PDRE ALUSS 9 T tab 9-0-S5»fcn2 

2 B0BAN Lod tafloakn 9-0...DHartsc* 1 

it 9-0--Hm|n3 

19-0-A DM 5 

9 _ _ DBtgffiB 

10-5_Dean McXioin 4 

7-4 Boom. 7-2 Mand Fob Wax. 5-1 fbt Fwgotoi 6-1 Rental Steo. Uy 
jaws B-i Sota Dam 

4.25 H E AT CONTRACTORS HANDICAP 

(£2,384:2ri) (7) 

1 -611" BROUGHTONS FORMULA 16 (B^D/XS) ■ Musaw 7-18-0 

MBeWp) 7 

2 041 MATTHAS MYSTIQUE 14 (I3LG) Mss B Sandara 4-9-7 - 

SS*ntas5 

3 3012 SOOJAMA2(BJBROowf7-90(te)- SDreme4 

4 3164 SOVIET KMG 15 (G) P Mdicfl 4-0-11-— A Oat 6 

5 &-S3 Ulf6WlY YOURS 14 (BR L Uartamm HjS 48-7 WRyan3 

6 000 LORD EUANGOWAN 9 R hgnm 4-7-18-NAdansI 

f OQ HKHflW9|S)fftoum r-Z-lO-- GSWW«2 

9-4 UdTse MysttjBB. 11-4 3-1 Bn^tore Fanua. 6-1 Snid 04. 

B-1 Oaata ««4 9-r totf arngow; 33-1 HWrRw 

4.55 VICKSBURGH HANDICAP 

(£2.518:1m) (9) 

1 4& mMttZItftof&SllaiHa* «9dtaMHW) 

ccoqm(7) 8 

2 -611 BAGSH0T12 KbffiSf G L ttm 6-9-13.. - SlMitanrtM 

3 OOO TUBAMALA12 ttDFm R hjran 6-9-lB „ . A McOoo>7 

4 0.3B WHATEVHTS ffiEHT 16 MlWwB-9-5.- KFakmS 

5 5460 EAS1UGHS(C0£flRHdiiadiaadS-7-i5.^„ JO*»u9 

6 1043 WTO DEBT 12 (E.Cfl) J Patam 4-7-12. — AMdMrta06 

7 DWJ PABWOMASIA21 JLttBB5-7-11 -UMBta»p)7 

MO AMNESTY BAY 15 (D4q Mlhta 5-7-10-: D O’Sheas 


9 OUS FANCY DESUM 7 PUKcMI 4-7-10-_• P Few* [5)1 

7-4 Baasta. 94 PiqumL 9-2 Wama’s Riqh. 8-1 Tnigmta. 10-1 tdaDtaL 

12-1 EaavtaL 1A-1OBW. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRADERS: Lord Humgdnn. 42 mn tom 197 imn. 225%; L . 
UtnblM tUL 11 tamW, 195%; M Jobnslan. 44 hrn 849.17 7%. 
SWUtems.p hero 3G. 171%; TMffls. 9 tram H1155%; PKdbeay. 
10 ten 65.15.4%. 

JOCKEY: 0 Htfknd, 32 mooers mni 135 ride. 23.7%; S Whfamrth. 
3S tan 173.202%. G tftterv. 3 tan l£ IBil W "Jan. 18 tram 
1Q5,17,1%, 0 Mctaam. 16 Irani 109.16J5%, C Softy. 5 tram 35. 
14.3%. 


BBS® 


■Qs&jL 






THUNDERER 

2.10 Midnight Legend. 2.40 TeIBcherry. 
Romany Creek. 3.40 Better Bythe Glass. 4.10 
Maid. 4.40 Ezanak. 5.10 Benvenuto. 

Cad Evans: 4.10 Inch Maid. 


3.10 

Inch 


GOING: GOOD 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 


2.10 .C0RVED/UE NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,654:2m) (18 runnas) 

101 133 flflSN GREEN DESERT 34 (Dfl 0 Shmnd 6-11-9 

DBndBvalK 91 

102 23 MfflWTHECUJUDS22(CDJJTFoster5-11-9- SWynne 97 

103 54-0 ADMIRALBRUNY110NGaste5-11 -3_CUnd^n - 

104 04 BLAZEOFSONS 13 B) DWnflt 5-11^._.-LHawt8B 

IQS •• 7MJRCHIN0R1M 90V lAssHKngN 6-11-3_JCctay - 

■106 4R ROtaD 7 C ftoofc 6-lt-S. -.GBrafcy 90 

107 6-64 GBSWAY 6 N Water 7-11 -3. . --- M Factor* 58 

m 06 6101SARN0CX 22 R Jades 5-174-... Gmy Lyns 75 

109 MfOWlGHTLKJENO190FD Ifetatoan&-11-3... RJortnan - 

110 O MaUXS7BMstol2 ___ BPnvSI 

111 TORAJA56BF NCtaw 5-11-3.. _SCumn - 

112 3 SLBTOtY FW 47F W E M Tuner 5-10-12 H WfcrtnoKm (7) 70 

113 0 FASL12NMMur4-10-7-.TJOta- 

114 50 FB«®rs QUEST 16 I&Wh 4-10-7 . ATturfin - 

115 63 F0RMIDA6LEPARTNSI IS (V) Us VHM 4-10-7 

JRKanragn 74 

178 P NOBLESSEORJGf 17(BflKtalty4-W-7. .. SMeNEH - 
117 SAFS33ACKS\ IW C Motek 4-10-7... WMcftatand - 

11B U SHARP CtStaMM) 34F P fate 4-1D-7-P Haley - 

9-4 Hqh h Da ChMfc. 7-2 UtaVl Legend, b-1 Moanaa. 0-1 Gnm Green 
Daart.8-)ftertt MFJOuawP 25-7Om 


2.40 


EUROPEAN Bf&EDEBS RWD TATIERSALLS 
MARES ONLY NOVICES CHASE 

(ftalifler £3,501:2m 4fl (IQ) 


207 -1P3 JASBJJ19(B.G)KWev7-11-0- -SI _ 

202 3424 COOLEMiU. 34(fil DMetasnn6-10-10.. RJotasor - 

2U 04B COUNTRY TOWN 12 A Jones 7-10-10-PHUey 7B 

20* WOP DARING HEN 28 [fl ft Judes 7-70-70 _ . .. Gay Lyons 

205 6445 ELEANQRA MUSE 42 Patty Penefl 7-10-70.. Gby Lem (3) - 

286 PW> LAMBRMIflDUt&nn7-10-ID. TJeaks 65 

207 -3U0 R9ITDAY29 J Uffirs6-10-10-- SCrron - 

206 4P4T SUMMER HAVEN 14 N Uiwart fl-10-10 .. . UANm - 

209 44U5 TaUCHBWY 19UsHtagniB-UMO-.-JCuUyM 

218 UPD TlfltST'S CUSS 42 A Jobs 6-10-10-LHancy- 

9-4 Conte HB. 3-1 JBki.7-2 Tetartwiy. B-1 Bemn Muse. 10-1 tort Day. 
Gmxny Tom. Sumner Hawn. 16-1 odim. 


3.10 F0RBRA GOLD CHALLEHGE CUP HAMNCAP 
CHASE (£3.778:3m) (6) 

301-1)13 ACT OF PAHUAM8TC IB (B.CJXFJ) H Mey 9-11-10 

SMWeO 92 

302 42U2 ROMANY CREBC16 JV.OJ.G.S) J harce 8-11-9 A P McCoy 97 

303 1400 OONTtELRC Wt16|DAS)C Lgokn 11-11-4 JCUoly ffi 

304 -253 RECTORY GARDEN 34 (DjGjS) T Faster B-11-2. A Dwitnn 98 

305 -PP3 ROYAL SAXON 12 (FAS) P Bus 11-100.-- fWnfiesoo 86 

306 U3-2 AUCESMnH 10 (t2XGjS)8Edday 10-100 W Utf stand 83 
2-1 M 01 Panama. 3-1 Rectory Garden. 4-1 Romany Creek. Dm Idl TT* 
Ififc 0-1 Royal Sana. 12-1 ABra Sn*i 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRANERS: R CMS. 4 on; ton 13 ram&v 30 B%. D Mctaam. 
22 ton 77. 266%: KBaitay. IS ban 70. 27.1%; R Hodges.. 8 Iran 
43. im. P Hobbs. 71 tan 64,172%. W G M Turner. 5 tan 32. 
158% 

JOCKEYS: 0 Bams. 3 earners ban 10 ndes. 300%. R Massey. 6 
tem 36.17.1%; U Ritaafde. 5 baa 30.16 7%; G Bradtoy. 3 bum 21. 
143%; A Ttardai. 8 bom 59.13.6% S McNeUL 6 tun 48.115%. 


□ Mart ell Grand National entry Sister Steph¬ 
anie runs in the Berkshire Handicap Chase at 
Newbury on Saturday, but her trainer, 
Graham McCourt has warned backers that 
the eight-year-old is not a definite runner at 
Ain tree. “Well see bow things go at Newbury 
and what happens afterwards, but she's not a 
certain runner in the National,” McCourt said 


3.40 HENLEY HALL GOLD CHALLENGE CUP 

(Handicap turtle- £2.682: 2m 5f 110yd) (15) 


W1 34V H00DWmB?6( 

402 12-2 5TAR1 

403 OMU MSS MARIGOLD 14 

404 1323 FAWLEY FLYER 14 
4Q5 -180 BETTER BYTTC 

405 -12? DESERT FORCE 85 
487 -623 JACKSON RJKT 13 

406 5430 DERRMGBRUKE 

409 P432 FMSI CRACK 22JCDJ^SJ F 

410 QGP- BLATANT OUTBURST 121F (F) MrisS Vrtm 7-10-7 

Midori Busman (3) 

411 1S4P M0MG5 JAY 17 (F.6) G tbonw 8-10-5-J Cttady 

41? FffiZ 0PBRETT0 17 Mm S Hot* 7-102 .... .. J R Kavwagh 

413 5-43 W9CWJNTTUUY 28 (COSJCMebta TM0-I 

MtesSJadsHi 

414 4FPU SOSSYMOSS404 SOsear 8-iO-C- saylyons 

415 SMI DEB* Btt 26 (6j3) B Uwdyn 11-10-0_PHctey 

4-1 Jactew flat 5-1 OpcreSB, 6-1 Twist Flyer. 7-1 Desert Fan 
taxMer. Safer Bytee Mbs. Rrs CndL 12-1 Mien. 


. . . WJate8-72-0-TJtao 

73 (PJBFjC) A tata 6-11-10 

hb G 3»rtin (7) 
££) AHod0B8-11-6- BPowl 
' W G U lurntr 8-11-4 J Power (7) 
(F.G5) N TMStPVDznas 8-11-3 
CUnntan 
; /£S) G F«*to 6-n-? fi Stafey 
. T Dnnsai Joras 9-11-0 X Afapunj (7) 
(CDlFS) Mrs S Jokmut 7-10-9 

RJdrsar 

F Jordv i?- 1D-6 . . S Wynne 


98 


90 


89 




4.10 WEATHERBYS HUNTER CHASE PL/UfNER 
HUNim CHASE (Amateurs: £1.564:3m) (fl) 

501 13-B KB» Of SHADOWS 20 {G)MtuCCadon 10-12-7 SPna |7) 72 

502 23-1 INCHMAD20(G)SBiniMlBwlM2-?WuHBraalBhw(7) 98 

503 2P-2 CAPE COTTAGE 17 (F.G.S|DC»o 13-12-0. - APMpa 

504 422- FOX POUTER 276 <FS) bta t &M* - JJrfes 

505 P4P JBLAD 17 M.S1 HTuck 11-12-0 . .. MsiPGHaby 

506 880- XMGRSHB7BAY 286 JF.GJ 0 Late 12-12-0. BSbmUni 

507 -UU2 STAR OATS 18P BS) Mra R bnywd 11-11-0 ANnml 

508 P-UU WaSHUGHTTMBllPG EWS9-1241 ... Rta^esaRl (7) - 
4-9 heb Mad. 6-1 Cipl CMBBtO-l SBr Oas, 10-1 Anj UShadaO. 14-1 Fra 
Petal 16-1J B Lad. 25-7 often 


4.40 


OEE HILL NOVICES HURDLE 
(£2.556- 2m 51110yd) (18) 


601 1345 I0K026 
HB 3604 


e&$VMM6-1l-ia. . jRKnauah @ 

LANE 12 fo A Bcotoy 6-11-4- B Pavel 80 


503 N CHEROKEE CHEF 35 OStaMtnl 6-11-4.lIRBta*87 

604 0UR1 MGHHAND® 75TCufeMI6-11-4 . . GayLym - 

605 50? JCYUW21 AHnbbl5-17-4--—HEW* - 

606 Fl-0 M6TERG00DGUYIB(FS)Rtabs8-11-4 .ABa»(5) - 

607 00 ONE MORE RUPEE 34 CMatotbfc-71-4 . . ..AThontai - 

EOS 8 RED LANE 42 J Dawna 7-U-4 . _ Lk A Baton - 

609 0-50 SOUTHWE5T EXPRESS 14 0 VYirtle 5-11-1 Hr A YFnto (7) 55 

610 P A BADGE TOO FAR 20 Mrs C WHbnson 7-10-13 Rtofemy - 

611 F-42 ARttJSO 17 J Nwtran 9-10-13— . Met** Brennan Bi 53 

612 0P0 8RDWNSCROF717 Mm PWMfe8-10-73- KHUmUT) - 

613 0 CARUNGFORD GALE 138 7 Oeage 6-10-13.. S Wynne - 

614 BPt) 1ADY OF 1ME17 P Brawi 7-10-13 _ R Jtrtuon - 

615 5400 ROC AGE 91 GDMto 5-10-13. _JTNafei(7]50 

GIG SC8K WATERS B83F N Traun-Uzifes 5-10-13 C Uweftn - 

617 00 SEVEN FOUR SEVBI ZOIIr. LWUtomsw 5-10-13 SMcNM - 

618 0 E2AMAX18MbsHK agM4.10-7 ..JCulaty- 

7-4 Ctentee CtotL 4-1 lanka. 5-1 Scene Wstes. 51 EoiMl 1Z-1 Kytm. 151 
Caflngtert GNe, 20-1 often 


5.10 BORDER WTHWBMATE OPQt NATIONAL 
HUNT FIAT RACE (£1,266:2m) (18) 

7 A5XM TWEMbs MKaigM 5-11-4 . DBmfrazr - 

2 6 BENVENUTO 79 K Bsiey 6-11-4.SMctafl - 

3 30 BOUNOIDHONOUft28HOkwi 5-11-4. . - 

4 CARBOOBPreea 5-11-4- . . JMoglonl (7) - 

5 O Cn.DC CARROT 12 R Pitta 5-11-4 . JRKamntfi - 

6 COUNTKARMOSKIWJerts5-11-4_ _ TJaao - 

7 2 RLSCOT7WGMTLmar5.il-J . _J Power to - 

0 SALLANT TAffY Ues L WUtmam 5-17-4. —CUewelyn - 
9 0 GM6ER WATT 12 R Price 5-11-4 TDasJMrt* (3) - 

ID GOOD LOKI MURPHY PHotta 5-11-4_LKuvey ~ 

11 0 HAB8®A5Wn2MB4PMtae5-11-C- .KHWw1(7) ~ 

12 0 QRfiflAL BOY 28 R Lee 5-11-4 --RjuiKGMi - 

13 0 STRONG MAGIC 2& Mbs C JotaMj 5-11-4 

Iftc&ad Bremai |3J - 

14 0 7VK7tORD5 7SHtmi-7M.. --S&mwflft - 

15 6 MISS MATCH 23 L 6*8*5-10-13-.OBurTOS Pi - 

16 ? ESt»30(»)BBB!Jjiisn4-1M.. . Mr ' ~ 

17 0 USSWGHtY30JPexock4-10-3-Rl 

IB . 0 TA-RA-ABfT 20 T tad N-10-3_.- 

7-4 FtcM 4-1 Arii ki Tine. 7-1 Es Go. B-1 Geod Lad Maphy. 10-1 BtnwJUo. 
12-1 Bmdntmu. 16-1 uhen. 


BUNKERED FIRST T84E' BurChgdoa 300 Muse Mssler 4 30 
San Bene't UngOeU Parte 226 Sawmbray ZS6 Um 325 
bland Pmc& Ludlow. 2.10 Bl&ce Oi Sana. 3.40 Hoodwariow 
Wethaby: 320 Lb Chance 



2^0 Good Vibes 
2.50 Tfco Odd 
320 Young Kenny 


THUNDERER 

3j 50 Political Tower 
420 Coverdafg Lana 
4.50 Mock Trial 


The Times Private Han dicapper's top rating: 220 GOOD VIBES. 


GUIDE TP dun IN-LINE RACECARD 


101 113143 GOOD IMS 13 (BFJB.SllMr.O Futnani 6 H*8 UJ .. _ .BWea(7) 88 


Rjcacanl nunber Sa-tigm ton (F —toll P — 
pufted <4L U — unseated ndei. B — bffir# 
flowi S— sfippefl up. R— leftmd O — 
dbaaMhdi Noras ran 0*n ante Let 
oubiff F d U <B —btaers V — vza H — 
tend. E —EytddeM. C — course rmosr D — 
diam wniei CD — course end defence 


n-triM BF —beaten bmnite n tatesi ace) 
Cosig m utuch horn las ram (F — non, good b 
am. ram o — gum Z— jA qood to soil 
heavy] Owner m bacieb. Tobim Age and 
flcgM Elder pte My Jtawama The Tines. 
Prwai* KmAapper's ang. 


GOING: SOFT (HEAVY IN PLACES) 


SIS 


2.20 REPLACEMENT NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.390 2m) {11 runners) 


221123 6000 VBES 13 (G) ffi S 
B23-12 ARDARR0CH PUKE 31 


Boufcyf 7 Ik&jIh 5-11-7 _ - 

(BF.6) ft* Lfrt M finefev 6-11-? 


68 BANKER COUNT 26ftfc.H£w)) U #r Stawr 5-’1-2 . 
OOP EOSTONE 40 (MkM Cuiei j Curas 5-lM 
K3Q0F FB«ERS 20 (G)P Bui) 6-11-2. 

0110-2 GODS 50UAD 20 IG) 19 Krtlandj i Itadoc 5-11-2 . 
2710- LORD FORTUNE 401 IGlfT « Harancnd 7-11 

PERKt TOO fftsw PannefS) H Jafran 5-n-2 _ 

(H) 5KBN3AW UMSTT IDS U Wiifci Ur*. M Rrreir, t-11-2 
5410 STRONG MtTT Eft ISJ |J Gocrtj Uo U Fmetey 5-11-2. 
0347 SECOND HDQlE 696 tan P ftwar.i 0 Brenan 7-10-11 


LWyer m 
PNMri 72 


I Byrne . - 
WMasten 68 
. R Sente 77 
RGwfiy - 
PCertBiy - 
Nsnan - 
GLeepJ - 
UBnman - 


BETTW& 5-4 Cota 5-1 tefe Syuafl 5-1 finfennih Pmt 3-1 Lord Fortune 10-1 Snug Mb* 12-1 
Fares. 14-1 alien 

1996, NO CORRESPONDING USING 


FORM FOCUS 


GOOD VBES beat Alzuta 91 m 23-amci nemee 
tudle 4 Matal Rasa 12m K11 Oyd anil. Dec 
96. ARDARROCH PRWCE bete Lad DTIIx 1Kb 
154/«r 20-amer Natan* Hta to a»K Ayr (an 
good) on pendUiate tan. vrtft STRONG MflfT 
Bwi «h art) SKDDAW (OUGHT 7«l 7ft, 
FBTRERS 3417Bi 0115 lo Spntw m nouitt mmUe 
H CaBenck (2m 3i good) on penulimaR son. 


SODS SQUAD 712nd 0)1210 Datastra i tn tw ree 
rudte a ftmnn (2m if. good) LORD HOTLINE 
bead Dew Uma 41 In 7-naner KiUnri Hun] Bat 
race a kijxesugti (Zmjnodl an pawam ate 
sun STRONG UNT tcaTeabn F« 3 m 16- 
runner Kabmui Hart tet nee Z taMngdoa |2m 
no«d good la sofll on peainmute cart. 
SdecBon. ARDARROCH PRUtCE 


2.50 UNDERSTUDY NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.378. 2m 41 tlflyrf) (3 runners) 

i 3FSS312 DCO GOLD 14 (Bffi) fUas 5 Tumai P OieKinuQb 9-11-8 
7 OOP-P33 AlJCAT 14 U CuhM J Curar 6-11-3 . . .... 

i 2521-32 Rn/BT UNSrtON 13 |BF^) (R Cntel H Joira» 7-11-3 

BETTMi 2-5 tow Undnon 4-1 Tub MO. 5-1 Alta 


R Supple 95 
D Byrne - 
.. P Canny f@ 


FORM FOCUS 


DCO GOLD bed Tic Bed OTWmeS KM la 5- 
Rjrmer ornitf deco at Cattem* On if llOyd. 
good) on penuflmate start 
ALJCAT defence 3rd ol 7 lo Can Pood m noiue 


dose at Caienck (2m % flood* RWER UNSMIW 
[tar mi 


121 2nd ollO to Asl Me 
Uemctsik 13m good/. 
Setetoat TICO MU) 


i Bonce ftm 4 


3.20 PROXY NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.337. 3m If) (7 mime/s) 


R Sunn ffl 
P Cater? ® 
L Wyer B0 
A DobWn - 


1 FU3211 YOUNG KENNY 26 TG.S) U Read) P Beaumom 6-11-7 ... 

2 37131 HUMflY ACADEMY 16 (M) (ft Ogaat G fhaarO: 8-17-7 

3 3-1F512 SHARE OPTIONS 26 (C.O/.G) (S Hsmmd) T LasrerbY 8-11-3. - 

4 0 DRCWOBE DREAM 24 JG) (Mo j Nmi) Mn J town 8-10-17 . 

5 506 LA CHANCE 14 (V) (A Aalloil 7ta H WaBon 7-10-12. . Mr A Yrtflor - 

6 124322 SMART APPROACH 40 IF) lUr. M Titrate) Un W FX^tey 7-1D-1? P Nmn 75 

7 MWJ000 THE 0TKR MAN 24 (StonHmdfle Racm» Ifcss L SdStoB 7-i0-i2 0 Penn 50 

BET7WG: 5-4 MUiwy Aodemy. 6-4 Vamp Kmy. 6-1 SIhib OnWns. r-1 Smart Appriadt. 25-1 Dmmae 
□nan The Otna Man. E6-1 la Dance 


FORM FOCUS 


YOUNG KENNY beat Kubefl 1MI In KPnmr 
nradc II Pi wins Nonas Hurdle H Cbtpaoa (ton. 
potxfl. MfUTARY ACADEMY beef Sumy Loft 71 
Hi 14-<unr novice tudle d Ayt pm 61. vftti 
SHARE WTIDNS bnal 5AURT APPROACH HI <rt 
23-nnwi nonet luidle A CatelCL (3m It IlDwL 
grad) on pentanale start DBOMORE DREAM 


bear Apple Ntdmp 151 m 9-nnu pwnMcHwrd 
muden el Ntnrton Brensmld (3m. good). Match 
95 LA CHANCE BUM ofl to Meadon Hymn m 15- 
nmner novice lude a) Caftata (3m II 110yd. 
floodt THE OTHER MAN 17) 7ft of 21 to Sarto 
ei handicap turtle d Nevnzfe (3m. goal) 
Selection: YOUNG KENNY (rap) 


3.50 WEATHERBYS INSURANCE SERVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

{£<571: 2m) (3 runners) 

f 311353 POUKAL TOWER 16 (C0JF/ASI (G Mm) fi Mum rd-lWO A OtaMi 91 

2 133222 REGAL R0MP& 7 (CD/.G) tUn S Ms £ Smfln 9-10-7 R Gras 

3 347351 CROSS GAWON 12 (F£) iJ Wade) J Ha* 11-10-1 B SWftt g? 

BFT7W6.6-4 Regri Romp*, 7-4 tadical Tom W Cross Canrem 

FORM FOCUS 


P0UTKAL TOWER 9^13rd of 10 ft Soteprtb m 
rmres Itmhop turtle at Ayr i2m Mfl 
REGAL ROMPER Y,| 2nd ol S lo Wart* Man m 
handicap chase a) Carfcte 12m. good to sob) on 


pensNnrarastm CROSS CANNON 7MI 4ft d 7 n 
All Hie Acts m hmheap chase at Newcafle 12m 
4t good). 

Selection: REGAL ROMPER 


4.20 SUBSTITUTE NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 
(£3.566: 3m II) (9 runners) 

3/33H3 C0VER0ALE LANE 31 (BF.S) U PIButart Mr- S Sirtft 10-11-10 
15ZW KWG OF STEEL 1204 (S) M Jdtnsor.| M Hammoad 11-11-6 
225013 £7ARRAY STREET 16 <0.6.5/ (fiiecn for luck! Vt tsmg S-H-0 
461E4G GARBOS BOY 13 <G) (J Tumeu J Turner 7-10-13 
000-527 NCCSA SOW) IB (BE) liir, J tosdhoisi L UApo 7-10-13. . 

0104*34 BE BRAVE 35 15) (Mrs S Pinnny T ctnem*w MO-12 
U05-4P1 GOLD PIGEON 14 |D.G> 'Cotaac ftmmqoirai B Rodwen B-10-9 
ai»53 PlASSY BOY 10 ISebBUr latflnfeW) K Eute E-1IM 
0FDU6F QUXALL CfiOSSETT 16 (Us K Wooflieadi £ Came -.2-10-0 Tristan Davidson (7) 71 

Lang Hubcap- Oman Crasta 9-4 

BETTING.- 3-1 CowteJe Urn, A-1 Be ft»e OAAtay StsBL 5-1 Noaa Sw«l 3-1 Caitv s Boy. Gold P«eon 
10-1 Kftg 01 Steel. 12-t enters 


R Goss 95 
R Gantty - 
P Cattery B7 
D Partar 89 
RSifflfe as 
R Route » 
B Storey ® 
A Oottei 89 


FORM FOCUS 


C0VBT0ALE LANE beat Maps Legacy 61 m 12- 
nimer nonce handcap chase at uumw i3rr< 21. 
sofl) on petaunate dan 
(TARBLAY STRST beat Aft Me 111 si 14- 
nmrs hamfeap dose a Kabo |3m i(. sttff on 
penilbraa sari. N00SA SOUND 11 2nl nl 1 i to 
totgs SerrooR in nonce bandrcfet chase A Ayr /3m 
II. good] on peulbmSe sat wft COVEROALE 
_ (Sb beta o8) 1713rd. GAFMW BOY (6ft 


better om 31 4th and OUKAU CROSSEH (Kb 
bettei ofli 701 7ft BE BRAVE 331 4ft of 7 to 
Uacgenge m now* handicap chase Iwe (2m 41 
110yd. oootfl 

GOLD PIGEON beta Tico Gold 51 si 5-nmrtar 
handicap chose d Catortdt (3m II HOpd good) 
PLASSY BOY SB 3rd oM3 W Fun fra In ntecr 
hand cap chase A Tortoetl (3m 21 110yd. sob). 
SetedUR NOOSA SOUND 


4.50 SURROGATE NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.871 2m 41110yd) (9 runners) 

1 2(5347 INTO TT€ WEST 792 IJ fctami Mn S Srefft 8-11-10 - - 

2 004 tflJDLARX 26 ul tertmi J Norton 5-1M . ... 

3 63-10UP BASSBfflAUY 2) fiSi {Tttxnev Raonjl Mn P Sly Ml-J 

4 00-15(0 ETERhAL CITY tSjPGl (R tyret G tortwfli 6-11-2. 

5 4-f3045 D0NT KIKffT CIFTOS 20 a Curr&> G Hone 5-M-1 

6 36F1 IIOCK TRW. 44 iD.5] (P Leararfll Uts ) Bamsdot a-11-1 

7 OPS35-1 BCHANTED COTTAGE 14 (G| iWr, J Dzrenponi i Jefletam 5-16-6 E Cefeflhan (3) 96 

8 3103240 GRSMWCH 1? (VI yar* The Least Uj A UaugUra t-ip-0 _ M Foster 68 

9 000853 OflWOUS RSK 3 (Ms y WonchtMl E Came 6-10-0 . Tnstan Dawfccn {7] 84 

Long henckcap. GreofeKh 9-7. Oomnc toft 9-7 

BETTWC- 7-a Moo, 7 nl 3-1 fnclianai CcJ&gr. £-1 Mu2». fl-1 Dmi Cfy ttrt foigc Orlfe 10-1 m Die 
Wed i?-i BasertwHy 20-i taw. 

FORM FOCUS 


R fined - 
W Dmi 90 
WttHtoo S3 
. A Dobbin 96 
J craagtrai |B 
R fiarnny 


MUDLARK 17MI 4th <4 23 to Dmno m nmnee 
lurtte here (2m. good) ETERNAL QTY11 2nd ot 
11 to I* Chridw In noive tauScao turd* a 
Musselburgh 13m. good to stf) D0N7 FORGET 
CURTIS Art 2DW «!h nl 7? to Hwdante at 
Leicester i?m 41 iiOyd. good to sob) on penutfl- 
inete start MOW TRIAL ^Lance Srattrong 31 


m l^nmna nonce banftap ludle at Leiceaer 
l2m 41 IiOyd. good to tal) ENCHANTHJ COT¬ 
TAGE beat Ptiungfon head in 10-rumet nones 
handicap hidte a CaSerift. |2m 3t. good) OBVI¬ 
OUS RISK 55*1 &d of 18 ® law leads In selling 
handicap trurdKa at Menastle (2m. good). 
Selection. MOW TRIAL 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

fiim 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wiraars 

ditto 

% 

Mrs M Reoetey 

48 

176 

273 

P Caraemr 

; 

27 

25.9 

G Rididirt. 

28 

120 

233 

P Hnen 

45 

177 

254 

T Eastobv 

8 

43 

IBS 

E Ldtagten 

5 

20 

25 b 

J Jofmifl 

14 

S3 

169 

L Wyer 

38 

1S4 

212 

J JebersMi 

5 

31 

161 

D Byrne 

a 

45 

17 B 

0 Benin 

3 

27 

«3 

fi Ceesi 

13 

75 

173 


yiTT.' I-W IW 






Wetherby 

heavy (chase course); soft 
ti 

2.00 On hdkt 1. CARL7TD BFBGAWTE 
(J Ooboino.- 5-1); 2. Faasan (R Gandlv. 
5-1). 3, Mithralc [R Johnson. 2D-1) 
ALSO RAN: 2-1 lav Foresworn (pu). 
100-30 Monica's Chocs (Gth). 10 
Caade (5th), T2Bold Ctassc, 20 Hotharl, 
We6 Armed. 33 Old Hush wing (4th). 40 
Wlndyedge. so Dan De Man (fj. Petrico. 
i3ran Nti.OKKeaiy.4L31. hU4La P 
Wstjber at Sstauy Tola; {£.40. C190, 
£1.Ba C550 OF C14.40. Trso E44.10. 
CSF. £2834. 

2J30 12m tKfle) 1. DURANO tC Wyer. 
100-30 f-lBvj. 2. Ham WEggs (R Garr- 
roy.9-1): 3, Court Joker (ti Johnsan. 20- 
1). ALSO RAW lOKO>tevM«ryMefm- 
aid, 5 Bend Sable. 13-2 TUu i8th),10 Our 
Robert (4TO). 14 Eurotwist. Ftw Sparrow, 
16 AJdar. Innocent Qeorge (5th), 20 Sea 
God 100 Mucenberg. 13 ran. Hit, 4L 51. 
5L19SLT Eamerby at Maton Tote E4.40. 
£230, £280. EB20 OF - £1270. Tno’ 
£2*3.50 (part wan port rt £14061 
carted toward to 340 at Uudourtoday). 
CSF. £33.68. Tncost; £508 33. 

3.00 (3m 11 ch) i. CREDO IS KING (J 
Osborne, B-2). 2 Crown Equerry (P 
“ ■, 3.DortinCesne (R 

RAN ?-l J-tav 
(4tht. 9 Blade &ook 
_ (pu), IDO domvhe 

..7ran.1l.4iL l5LPWaib«ai 
"OtK £5.70; £2 4ft £1 SO. DF: 
£600 CSF: £1268 


Carbeny. 7-4 rt- 
Suppki. 0-1) 
Whar’s You 
(pu). 20 Dee 
Lucky (pul. i 
Bonbuy To 


. FANTASY 

UNE (J Osbpme^6-1); £ L^^UJUhe 


3JtJ (2m 4f 110yd hefla) i 

- ‘ ■); 2 U 


(P Nhien. 4-1). 3. Chatty Dee (B Grattan, 
12-1). ALSO RAN. 5-6 lav Spritzer [5th). 
0-2 Daisy Dews. 20 Raise A Dolls (4&n. 
33 F’hanarTtbwig (&h). 7 ran. bffl Peak A 
Boa. Santa Barbara 71, «M.29l«. 121 P 
Webber a) Banbury Tote: £7.00; £330. 
£1.70 OF £9 30. Trio £35.90. CSF: 
£2951. 

4.00 (2m 41110yd ch) T. BEACHY HEAD 
(R McGrath, 3-1): 2, Agades (R Gamtiy. 
11-4). 3, No Pain No Gain (P Hide. 2-1 
tori ALSO RAN 9-2 Sailor Jim Mlhj.12 
Master Boston (pu) 5 ran. NR Artie 
Wings. KL 131, dist J JO'Nefl at Penrith 
Tote £4 30; El .30. £1 00 DF. ES.40. 
CSF; £10.78 

430 (2m ch) i. CROSSHOT (R John¬ 
son. 7-2). 2 Bold Boss ffl Storey. 7 MO 
lav); 3. Marble Man (R GarrSty. 13-8) 3 
ran AIR: Mannate Rorie, it. 231 R 
McDonald. Tola. E3 70 DF £2.00. CSF. 
£890. 

6.00 Rm 41 110yd hdBl 1. DANBYS 
GORSE (L Wyer. 9-4 bv); 2 Duto Of 
Perth (ASSmith, 11-2);3. AS On (Derek 
Byrne, 4-1) ALSO RAN 7-2 BnsJon Man 
(5th). 7 Ctarraswan (4thl. 11 Sunmeth* 
Special, 16 Viardot. 20 Moonshine 
Dancer (6lh).8ren. NR Jocks Cross M. 
1151.1 %i. 201. 21. J Jettason at Malon. 
Tote: £2 90. £1 30. £120. £2.10 DP 
ESSO Tno £21.70.CSF:£14 82.Treasf 
£43 S3. 

P^capot £1.499.30. 

Quadfxjt £141.00. 


Taunton 

Going; good to soli 

72 0 (2m 11 hdte) 1. Blade Of Fortune 
(Mr J TfezanJ. 10-1); 2. 5aafi 114-1): 3. 
Abnapa (7-1). Kiltag Time 4-1 tav (ur). 15 
ran NR- Ftoccrw Kmght 20. S. V 
Greenway Tote. £11.00. £390. £560. 
£190 DF £135 00 Tno not won (pool rt 
£154.31 canted forward to 3 40 at 
Lurtow roday) CSF 1 £130.02 Tncast 
£9627? 

2.50 (3m ch) 1, Foxtrot Romeo |G 
Bradley. S-4 tov. ffichard Evans’s nap). 
2. Mr Playful (9-1). 3. Indian Dehghi 
113-2). 14 ran. 17). Iffl. C Brocte. Tote. 
£2.50: El.40. £3 30. £2.60 DF E1B.BO. 
Trio CM 00. CSF Cf4.7a 

3-20 (3m 110yd hrSei 1. Moumrtn Path 
(J R K&vanagh. Evens tor). Z. Rare 
Spread (7-2); 3. Te Amo 114-1) 12 ran. 
Nflr Sort Ol Success. Warner For 
Playare 2M. 51 N Henderson Tote: 
£8.40; £140. £210. £290 DF £360 
Tno: £7 30 CSF-£4 17. 

3^0 (4m a noyd chj f. Rusty 
(Mr R Burton, 20-11: 2. Vlcompl 
Vabnom (Evens lav). 3, K«iles(H-2) 16 
ran. 71,31. Mrs S Johnson Tore. £22 BO. 
£5.10, £1 10, £210 DF. C14 60 Tno 
£28.00. CSF: £38.58. 

420 Gm 31 110yd hdfi) 1. Cotonal 
Blazer g Cultoty. 11-2). 2 TriBlranTs 
Image (7-1). 3. Atavistic (11-2) 14 ran 
13L3I MbsHK night.Tote £8.00.£230. 
£2.70. £l£0. DF E41 00 Tno. £31.50 
CSF: £38.13. 


4.50 (Tm 110yd Ch) 1. NorOwm Singer 
fT Dascomhe. 9-1). 2. T 
image (33-11.3. Rot/esta (9-U 
Few 3-1 lav 14 ran BI. 3*1. R 
Tote. £1320. £4 70. £7 70. £230 
£33200 Tno £550 90 (pal won. pxS of 
£550 93 earned inward lo 340 at 
txJdtow today) CSF £257 72 Tncast 
£2.491 56 

5.20 (2m It hdfej 1. Added Dimension 
(XAizpuu. 3-1 6-1av). 2. Handson (3-1 A- 
taut. 3. D't-iaan (10&30). 9 i an AIR. 
Ertklng. 81.51 PWtokwonh Tote £330. 
£140. £1 40. £1 10 DF £7.40 Tno; 
£420. CSF £1200 Ttleast £28 71 
Jackpot not won (pool of £35.668.96 
carried forward In Ludlow today). 
Ptaeepot £26.90. Ouappot £5 40. 

Wolverhampton 

Doing: standard 

2.10 (Im 1 OOyd) i. Pennywefl (T SpraV®. 
6-4 lav). 2. Jolly Jackson (i2-»i. 3. Big 
Baigi33-1| 10 ran ‘.I.C.l P Johnson 
Hourtrion Tue £300. £150. £2 10. 
£6 ID DF- £9 90 7no £10900 (part 
won; pool ol £125 98 tamed forward lo 

3.40 at Lurtow today) CSF £21 42 

2.40 (71) i. Sense Of Priority I Ale. 
Greaves. Ever* lav) 2. Draponmv (7-1J 
3. Jigsaw Boy (7-4) Bran NR Qahtyah. 
Hd, 1 Ul D NiChoto Tote- £1 50. £1 70. 
£3.10 DF-£5 60. CSF £860 

3.10 (7fj 1. Om Bom Bom (G FauAnet 
8-15 lav). 2. Defined Featwe (7-3|; 3. 
Fort Baialan t7-2) 3 ran Nfc. 3' M Bed. 
Ttne. El 30 DF £2.50 CSF £2^3 


3.40 dm II 79yd) 1. New Century lAtojt 
Greaves. 4-1 jl-tavi: 2. Pater Nosier (6-n. 
3. Hill Farm Dancer (9-1) Secret AJy 4-1 
rt-tov 8 ran It. M D Nicholls T«e 
C4 30: £1 SO. £2.00 £220 DF C20 30 
CSF C2595 Tncasl C165.16 

4.10 (5f) 1. ChfHng (K Sked. 9-2). 2. WB 
To Win t7-2): 3. Cotege Princess (10-t) 
Encnarmca 3-1 tav 7 ran v<.l. il N 
TmWa Tote: £4 30 £2.50. £2 50 DF 
E6 90 CSF E19 37 

4.40 |lm 41) 1. Calendula <G Carter, 6-4 
lavi. 2. Mono Lady (6-1). 3. Zacaroon 
(6-1) G lan. Sfr hd. a. D Morfey. True 
£2 ID. £160. £290 DF £4 .10. CSF 
£1055 

Plaoepot £87.60. QuadpoC £27.10. 
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FOOTBALL 


Shearer told 
he could 
miss rest of 
the season 


By Our Sports Staff 


ALAN SHEARER might not 
play again this season because 
of his damaged groin, which 
required surgery on Tuesday. 
The Newcastle United for¬ 
ward has been warned that he 
could be inactive for three 
months or more because the 
condition is serious. 

(t is a terrible blow, not only 
for Newcastle but for Eng¬ 
land. Shearer may miss at 
least one World Cup qualify¬ 
ing match, and the summer 
dress rehearsal for the World 
Cup. England are to ptay in a 
tournament in France in June, 
and if Shearer does not play 
again this season he is unlike¬ 
ly to be St for that. 

Tests yesterday revealed 
that Shearer has serious scar 
tissue build-up around the 
groin. His specialist, Gerry 
Gilmore, has advised him to 
do no more than undertake 
short walks during the next six 
weeks, after which further 
checks will be carried out. 

Even if the injury has healed 
sufficiently, he could be out for 
another six weeks as he builds 
slowly bade to full match 
fitness. 


Nicky Butt was yesterday 
ruled out of the Manchester 
United side to play Porto in 
the first leg of die European 
Cup quarter-final at Old 
Trafford next Wednesday. 
The midfield player aggra¬ 
vated an ankl e injury min¬ 
utes after coming on as 
substitute in United’s FA 
Carling Premiership victory 
at Arsenal last week. 


Gordon Taylor, the chief 
executive of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association (PFA). 
said yesterday that he is dose 
to bringing Peter Schmeidiel 
and Ian Wright together in 
order for their dispute to be 
resolved. 

Taylor hopes that Schmei¬ 
chel, the Manchester United 
goalkeeper, and Wright, the 
Arsenal striker, will avoid 
punishment from the courts 
and the Football Association if 
they declare a truce publicly. 

“We have been in dose 
contact with both dubs, the 
players and the FA over the 
matter and I am hoping that a 
meeting can be set up in the 
immediate future to bury the 
hatchet,” Taylor said. 

“The racist overtones of the 
dispute are of particular con¬ 
cern to the PFA and we want 
the matter to be dealt with as 
soon as possible. I am hoping 
that some kind of corning 
together can be arranged in 
the next few days.” 

Taylor's comments came a 
day after ft was announced 
that Schmeichel was taking 
legal advice over allegations 


that he had been racially 
abusive to Wright The Crown 
Prosecution Service is consid¬ 
ering whether to instigate 
legal proceedings after com¬ 
plaints that Scimeichel had 
been guilty of a racist insult at 
Old Trafford in November. 

Initial reports claimed that 
Wright had put tiv second 
confrontation, at f lighbury 
last week, down to another 
racist remark, and although 
Wright insists thar he did not 
make any such inference, the 
fact that Schmeichel is taking 
legal advice was taken to 
suggest that he was ready to 
clear his name in the courts. 

“We were made aware by 
United that Peter was taking 
legal advice from club solicitor 
Maurice Watkins and 1 have 
been in touch with Maurice 
myself.” Taylor said. “But the 
message I have got from Alex 
Ferguson [the Manchester 
United manager] and Ars&ne 
Wenger [the Arsenal manag¬ 
er] is that they would like both 
players to get together to sort 
out the dispute themselves.” 

Dick Knight, the head of a 
consortium trying to take over 
Brighten and Hove Albion, 
has offered new hope to the 
dub’s supporters that an end 
to the struggle for control of 
the dub could be in sight. 
Knight said that “genuine 
progress” is being made in 
mediation talks with Bill Ar¬ 
cher and Greg Stanley, the 
Brighten co-owners. 

Detailed proposals for the 
restructuring of the Nation¬ 
wide League third division's 
bottom dub were presented to 
Archer and Stanley at the 
latest meeting with mediators 
from the Centre for Dispute 
Resolution. They have asked 
for more time to consider the 
plan and will respond at the 
next meeting, scheduled for 
next Wednesday. 

Knight said: “All Albion 
supporters will share my frus¬ 
tration that the mediation 
meeting did not produce a cut- 
and-dried result- But I can 
confirm that our {dans repre¬ 
sent a progressive route for¬ 
ward for the dub, which the 
consortium is confident it can 
deliver. We remain optimistic 
of a positive outcome.” 

A desire to speed up the 
game could result in several 
rule changes when the Inter¬ 
national Football Association 
Board meets in Belfast on 
Sunday. 

Among the proposals to be 
considered are a ban on 
throw-ins back to the goal¬ 
keeper and a “five-second 
rule" that would prevent goal¬ 
keepers from wasting time. 
Other changes could allow 
goals to be scored direct from 
kick-offs and goalkicks, and 
goalkeepers to move on their 
line when facing penalties. 


Kit deal proves the Cats’ whiskers 



HADLEY 



Colman Cats girls’ dub, one of the few fortunate enough to attract a sponsor, enjoys a training session 


A lthough the women’s 
international match 
between England and 
Germany tonight at Deep- 
dale. home of Preston North 
End. has no competitive sig¬ 
nificance, it is likely to expose 
the disparities in die support 
given to the women’s game in 
the two countries. 

Germany, runners-up in the 
1995 World Cup. beat Eng¬ 
land 3-0 in the quarter-final of 
that competition and are now 
preparing for the Eu rope an 
championship to be held in 
Sweden and Norway this 
summer, while the En gland 
team, who failed to qualify for 
the tournament will spend 
the dose season juggling their 
day jobs with representing 
their countries. 

The German Football Fed¬ 
eration has been involved 
with women's football since 


Sarah Forde examines the struggle to 


get finance for the women’s game 


197a There are 500.000 regis¬ 
tered female players and the 
national team is sponsored by 
Mercedes as part of the over¬ 
all deal with the national 
German squads. 

In contrast, die Football 
Association took control of the 
women’s game four years ago 
under a directive eruoroed by 
Fifa. the governing body of 
world football There are 
21,000 female players regis¬ 
tered with the FA and. while 
the national team wears the 
all-encompassing Umbra kit, 
the support by Green Flag of 
die men's national squads 
falls sflentfy short of incorpo¬ 
rating the women's team. 

Al grass-roots level signs of 


progress are being made. 
Yesterday saw the launch of a 
sponsorship deal fay a medd¬ 
ling agency for Colman Cals, 
a girls’ dub, based in Nor¬ 
wich, with teams in the under- 
11 under-12 and under-13 age 
groups that compete in the 
Stirling Homecare Norfolk 
Girls* League. The dub has 
now attracted two kit 


sponsors. 

MiDwall lionesses, a Pre¬ 
mier National League team, 
and finalists in the Women's 
League Cup this season, have 
only their first-team kit spon¬ 
sored — and that by a com¬ 
pany owned by the father of 
Sally Ede, centre forward for 
the Lionesses. “In women’s 


football, sponsorship comes 
through who you know.” Sue 
Prior, the general secretory of 
the dub. said. 

Things are looking health!: 
er for Colman Cats, though, in 
only their third year of exis¬ 
tence. Their new .kit has. 
produced a turnaround in the 
under-lls’ fortunes on the 
pitch. They have drawn one' 
game and won one, which is a 
vast im pr o v e m e n ts on their 
string of defeats earlier in the 
season. According to Kevin 
O'Connor, their coach, “the 
girls like the recognition the 
kit gives them”. 

There is little doubt that the 
En gland players will ' be 
proud to represent their coun¬ 
try but amateur pride might 
not be enough to overcome 
the professionalism of their 
German counterparts at 
Deepdale. 


SQUASH: NARROW DEFEAT DENIES BISHOP’S STORTFORD PLACE IN SEMI-FINALS 


Halifax give extra help to Potters Bar 


By Co un McQuillan 


POTTERS Bar, the defending 
champions, have reached the 
the semi-finals of the Squash 
Rackets Association (SRA) 
National Squash League after 
their chief rivals. Bishop's 
Stortford. failed to secure vic¬ 
tory at home to Queens Hali¬ 
fax. That meant that flatters 
Bar finished in second place in 
group A, level on points with 
Bishop's Stortford, but one tie 
ahead on countbadc. 

The 3-2 victory for Halifax 
assured them of top spot in 
group A and a two-legged 
semi-final against 

Broxboume, who finished 
runners-up in group B. The 


legs will be played on March 
25 and April 8. 

Potters Bar achieved a well- 
deserved 4-1 away win over 
Hallamshire. with Sue 
Wright the new national 
women’s champion, crushing 
Janie Thacker 9-3, 95. 90 at 
fifth string. John Ransorne 
may have eased up in losing 
his match against Paul Lord at 
first string, but Jamie Davis. 
Paul Carter and Iain Higgins 
were in commanding form in 
the middle order for Potters 
Bar. Their opponents in the 
semi-finals will be Chichester, 
the winners of group B. 

As ICL Lionherts. the cham¬ 
pions of the Super Squash 
League, rested this week, the 


increasing tempo of the Euro¬ 
pean season took its toll on 
their rivals in the small but 
fiercely fought league 
competition. 

Derek Ryan, of Ireland, and 
Paul Johnson, of England, 
could not reproduce their in¬ 
ternational form on the do¬ 
mestic stage. Just 24 hours 
after victories in Aberdeen and 
Antwerp, respectively, in the 
Professional Squash Associ¬ 
ation (PSA), they suffered de¬ 
feats as their Rowlands 
Manchester side were com¬ 
prehensively beaten by Ellis 
Ungfield. who displaced them 
at the top of the Super League 
table. 

Rodney Eyies, the world 


No 2 from Australia, beat 
Ryan-9-2. 9-7,10-9, and Peter 
NIcoL Scotland’s world No 3, 
defeated Johnson 94,9-6,7-9, 
96. Even Alex Gough, the 
runner-up in the national 
championship last month, 
failed to salvage a point for 
Manchester at third string 
against Stephen Meads. 

Dunraven Maesteg main¬ 
tained their pressure with a2-l 
win over Surbiton, in which 
Simon Parke, the England 
No l, was defeated 9-3, 9-10, 
8-10, 9-1, 10-9 by Craig Row¬ 
land, Maesteg’s Australian 
first string, who is ranked nine 
places below Parke at No 14 
an the PSA world rankings 
list •• - 
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BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBAI SaUfie 
72 Cevolsid G6: New Jersay 97 Saoramai- 
to 9Q Wns h nq tt l lOBtndtara 87. Houston 
ICO LA Latere % Dates 86 Crtaitota 64. 
Taoreo 124 Donror 122 (Of). Utah 110 
New YarK 99, LA Oppers 96 PWattSpha 
93 


BILLIARDS 


NORWICH: IMted K in gdo m chnmpkxt- 
sfw 'England wtos stated)- teat pound; 
Z Shts « A Goente [India) 977 . 326 . S 
MuT-ari find*) UBDx 768-260. □ AKofca 
finda) W A Ptffcyan (Rusy 365-316. 
Second rand S Hardcastte fa* M madman 
4S0-4I3. R Cos e Bf A ApQMa) (toba) 
719-319. C Everton (Wales) U 8 Borneo 
364-110. re* 


BOBSLEIGHING 


NAGANO: WnM Cupe Four-man: 1. 
Smtjslard I (R Goefectn. G Addin. P Goer, 
BS«zj[5132wc.53ra)lnm47CP5ec;Z 
Ursa SIMS I (53.61. 5382) 1:47 43; 1 
Sartasriand D 15360. 53 95) 1-47.56. 4. 
Germany 1 15361.5395) 1:4? 56.5. Urnted 
Sate. G (5368 5392) 14760; 6, ItSy I 
(63 77, 5366) 1:4763. Final World Cup 
potttonc: 1, U Rotner (ShmzJ 20703 ; 2. w 
-Hoppe-per; 196:3. G Huber flo 190: 4, D 
W«G (Serj 185; 5. B Stoner (US) 172; 6. B 
n [Ft) 156. 


BOXING 


SHEFFIELD: 


Brush 

(12 nxfcj 

[SteteH. hetoar) ho Pew Waxfty PM) 
1- Farther [4 mds): Deal Pitree (Coren- 
ny) n Arter BueJdey Skmngharn) pts 

“ n (014*11 


Fawfrer (8 rrefcl Paul Griffin TOtolrii bt 
Bra Parley (Banach) Dts Light (4 mefc): 
Marty Reneghan (be) bt Smcn Fradng 
(Hayes) rzc 3rd Light (4 ffxfc) Thomas 
Braafcy (Sheffield) hi Chrta Lyons 
fBmwigfa a nj ots Ughi-weter (4 nids): 
James Han? (Rrtoertown) bt Pfew MghSn- 
gate (Tipton) pt3 LighHniddte (6 mefo) 
Jimmy Vincent (Brnlngluni) bt Kewi 
Atsmson (Walthamstow) pis Supar-mld- 
eSm IA mdsi fcfctael Donen (Wesr Hemi far 
Marti Dawson (Burton) ra; 4th. H 
iraSsj: Pole Rod (B&nwgham) fat 
Muffay ( Ma nchester) rsc 1st. 


CRICKET 


DHAKA: SAARC tournament (50 ouosl 
Bangladesh 23S (flmmi Islam 78. M 
AfaalSn S3: H Stood 4-44): hdta A 236-3(5 
Jit# 3a. G K Singh S3. S Sarah 64 not 
oc:; fexfta A baa: Bangladesh to sewn 
wchstj 


CYCLING 


_ . nj 1. B Walton {US} 5hr3min; 

?. J Street rflus) at tmto 4Zsec 3. G 
Kemper (Hal): 4. p Oufoure (ft): 5. D 


Oared (ft). & J Sows (Ger). 7. M Vqm 

" ifthr ' “ ~ --- ■ 


(Hotfl. 8. H rrumhrfarfCor). 9. PZaduban 
fSowWa* 10. Jun Dae-Hong (S Kor) al 
same nme. LnocSng own) poa taot a: 1. L 
Sexto (ft) 23hr 20 mm 13sec. Z. J Vote! 
(Aus) a 2mm 24 sac 3. A En IR} 229:«. A 
Locsch (ft) £31; 5. A McLean (SAJ 2:4& 6. S 
Lavrinenko (Kad sane fame: 7. N Loda (HI 
£46: B, P Bean (ft] £53: 9. P Bcrttenaw 
(Fij 327:10. V Oidowshi (Go) 334 
TOUH OF VALENCIA: firt stage (Eiche 
t5lta7ii 1. U CpsBm (fa) 3tv 46mm 5730 c: 
2. £ Loom (ft), 3 , E Zabe) tGer) ;4. F Crtorma 
(61; 5 M StraZ2er«): 6. ZSpruch (ftil); 7. G 
M Fagrtn (It): 8. M Travereore (ft); g, c 
Morear (Fr) all same Ume 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NWJ: Bonds 2 Son 
Jose 2 (OT); Tampa Bay 3 St Lous £ Dates 
I Chicago O Montreal 4 Vancouver 2 Los 
Angeles 3 C 


Angeles 3 Coterado 1. 


NORDIC SKIING 


TBOtfflHBM: World ctampionahrpK 
Combined team event». Noway (H Scan) 
Jr. B E VS; K T Apfland, F B Unfterg) 
90BSpts (skipxnpng). SHnw lBDsec 
(crass aunttyi, Z Finland 904.0. 5303.6; 
3. Austria 8850.5330.9:4. CMCfl RoaMc 
8995, 5457.1; 5. UrMed Starts 877.0, 
5S-05 7:6. Germany 858.5.55: *32. 


RACKETS 


UMVEBSTTY MATCH: Qttod bt Cam- 
brftlw 3-0 (R Carter ot M Dawson 15-2. 
10-15. 13-ia is«. 1S-1£ R Vteker bt F 
Houtnen 1M 15-1. 154; Waftgr and 
Carter bt Oowson end Rounani 15-18, 
15-9.158.16-17.15-lDi 


RUGBY UNION 


CLUB HATCHES: Langholm 16 Kebo 15. 
Iwga r 22 Bsbanans 38. Maesteg 31 
Wobh D«ncts XV 31: Peebles 12 Hrtrckft 
nchmond XVGORoyel Navy 12. CeneeM: 
Oriotd v Ctdort Unrestiy- 


SNOOKER 


VALLETTA, Mrtrt: Eurapaan Opwc flrat 
mund: A Otago (Mrta) bt P Oavtes (Wales) 
50: J Parrott ^ng)«0 Henry (Scrt) 5£ a 

McManus (Scot) bt D Game (Engj 5£ 

Second tounet S Lee (Enci bt N Bond 
(Enql 5-1. K Drtterty (ftm bt AKcte (Engl 
53. McManus bt □ Morgan (Watesj 53. 3 
Hgens (Scot) btJWato (Eng) 53 


SQUASH 


SUPER LEAGUE: Dunraven Maesteg bt 
SurMon?-! (C Rowland be S Parts 9-3.9-1. 

5 IQ. 9-1. KW. D Evans U A Hands 95 

910. 93. 97; C van dv Wadi tost to □ 

Meddngs 59.97. 7-9.99): Bfe Ungfiad 

bt Rowtexfa Ma ncnesr a 3-0 iTt Eytes bt D 

Ryan 9£ 97.199: P Med « P Johnson 

94.96. 7-9.96: S Meads bt A Gough 94. 

910, 94. 9Q league posatonre 1 

Ungr&ki9o& 2. Manchester 9.3. Mxsasg 
9: 4 . sufMon 8:5. Lartwts 7 


NATIONAL L&GUE: Mancfc O^fateutor: 
Btshgp’s Stgrftgrct Z Dedum Wine Oueens 
Hakfex 3 (BGhop's Storford names Sret J 
fficdte bt 0 Campon 95.2-9.96.93: H 
Godden last to A Toes 59.4-9.99. B Ford 
loa raMBarett 97.99.4-9 3-9. JRobbrs 
Wb L Beach* 2-9. 2-9. 99. Rebecca 
Macree so), hvrn Michel HetemAre 1 
Mcsibsto Dearie, Pallets Bar 4 
(Hafemshw names Erst P Lord bt J 
Ransomo 4-9. 91 .199. ML 0 Watsh last to 
J Dam 59. 7-9. 99. N Mate* tost :o P 
Career t-9. 4-g. 9 - 4 . 09. N WW ta o l 
Htagns 4-9.59.2-9. Jane Thacker lest ra 
Sun 'Nr .gts 99. 59. 99) Final hagua 
po aft ion K: Group A: 1. Ha«a» 35pta. £ 
Poobts Bar 33 £ Bahoo's StatBonl 33.4. 
Ouffidd 26' 5. HaEamcraB 13 Chx»ft 1. 
OtictMCttr 30. 2. Htatocume 25 3. Devon 
and tobt 20.4. Srnren 9 


TABLE TENNIS 


DOHA: O^rOpere SemiEnalK Korea bt 
Qwia 32 Sweden bt Japan 3-1. Fhafc 
Sweden bt Korea 3-2 


■-iSElST rH-'Z.,- V.>.' 




FOOTBALL 


Kck-oS 7 JO unless staled 

iCIS LEAGUE Second rfHtoorc Banslead 

vHaEham. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMATKM: First 
dMstarc Arsenal v LdDn (Z Of. SouSiarnp- 
ton v Tottenha m (rt Stsptowood. 
Uar^mmJ). 

PONTWS CENTRAL LEAGUE: Premier 
dMaretc Everton v BU trin^ a m (at Soulh* 
portFC. ffl}. 

WffJSTONLEAD KBHT LEAGUE: PM 
dMrton: Canrerbuy v aocftanML 
ESSEX SSflOfl LEAGUE: Premier <9 
vieraii: Ford UMed v East Hem 
WOMBL-S MTB1NAH0NAL MATCH: 
: v Gemsrry (at nestort North End 
7.0). 


Engtendi 
FC. 7.0). 


SCHOOLS MATcKS- Engfiah Khovrtn 
Cup: Bucfttochamsm v Essex (a: Bisham 
Abbey. 7 0) C ng te h Schods Goodyear 
undar -16 Trophy: Vtob & qton. Haritostoe 
yaedrr ito gwOo^Glou uta ta- j to e paill 


rugby union 


Me* -off 730 
CU) matches 


Ayr v West of Scotland . -...... 

East Kibridev Glasgow Academical 
KBnamocfc » Gtesgow Hjgji/Krtvtnddc 


OTHER SPORT 


BASKETBALL: Budwataar League: Leop- 
'(7.0) 


TENNIS 


MLAM Man’s tanamrt Flat round: M 

FTOppoLSiffl ,'Aus) bs D Musa (It) 91.93: 
A O era sa acm 'Spi ts A Gaudenzt Ufa 93. 
94; P Kscea (GO t* A Medvedev (Uftrl 93. 
93. T Herman Oi bt A Vdnea (Horn) 91. 
fr£ M Ftossd fS*sta bt F Oavet (Spj 94. 
9£ Second round: □ VacsK (Cz) « B 
Uttrxh (C&J 7-6.53. S Brjguera (Sp) M J 
Slnchez (Sp) 94. 90 
PHLADELPWA. P w reateawk.- Men's 
tournament fid round: 6 Ste^ord (SAj bt 
A Rauutosa: r3en 94.93: P Rafter (Ns) 
a M woocstxdS (Ais> fr£ 9£ B Bade 
tZrr.l K H Frorotwg Ifu s) 94. 93: T 
Woodbrdge (Aus) br A Chesndov (Russ) 
93.1-a ret: j Sartc ILS1 tt P Mc&w* (LBI 
7-6. 7-6: J 3f»Vrran (Sve) bt PCadi (Aus| 
6-4.5 0 

CROYDON: LTA man’s sataffirt hum- 
mat Second round: V LoJ*a (Hn) bt R 
Hchavec [Can 7-5 7-5: C Haggard fSA) bt 
C Bae*er (GB( 94. p-5: D van OTHan fflefl 
W M Lee :G£ 97. 54. 94. A Fvcftafttsar 
(G8>£S U Bertttn .13 7-6. &€: M StatSng 
(Snei tt A IASS tea 7-S. 9£. T Katotl (Finj 
a M HarscMi (Gar) 52. 97. 94- J 
Delgado fGBJ a N Waal (G8) 56. B-3,92; 
T Spns (®i WI Tdidydiew (Russ) 92. 
93 Ourtrtr-inalK Delgado bt Haggard 5 
2.52. Van LTW. 7-6.6-7.79: OeSoq bt 
Ketota 94. 7-5 

BUSHEV: Women's tounananC Hrrt 
round: S Kfensw (Cd b* D Vm da Zands 
race, 51. 7-5 E Trtxhon (Uto) bt L 
i^muza (Sr. Mam 01 57.91.93: A Otess 
(Geij U S Krvenetw (Bd) 9£ 94: P 
Gasgar(H4ffij“BS(iTrrenz(Aicar8)53.7- 
6. C W30C Wfi) btc Taylor (GB) 7-S. 7-5, M 
Sanefwr-Lororec (Sc) W T Knzcn (Sltwa- 
toar &4. 49 .7-3- U Ktrhrt (Gb) bt 1 Hose 
(Ger) 7-6. 93. 0 Qiadkwa (Cz) W K 
Mjskdczi (Tfcn.53.9£ L Gdaraa (ft) bl M 
Scmaer (Gen 92.91: V Cs«go (Him) bt 
P WartUKT TLsr# 94. 7-5 


VOLLEYBALL 


NATIONAL LEAGUE: Marc Flat (ftvMaic 
C3y 0! SC*9 0 Tooting Aquta £. Crofton 
Sporsaaadtouse 3 Warwick Riga 1; Leeds 
3 Spntsa Wftsiew £ Rcdjarbverpod 
CJy 1 Pacrj Eafeg 3 Wessex 0 Ua&y 
LevcsTam 3 Women: First dmai 
Aitamee asdtord 3 Sew Eshwans 1; 
Branna Msit Cfty 3 Raefaok Lnrtpdd 
Csy 9. Leeds Q Lou^baou^i Studena 3: 
Londcn Malory 3 Rested binpMt Oly. Os 
Orpngtor 0 ftondesier Utoed Satort 3. 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


LT7TLEWOOOS: Trefata cnanceE 2*m 
to press a £506,796. 23 ££5635. 22 
£39.10, 21 E61R Mart fame- 24pts 
£9.52330. f ocr ans CS. TO tomes 
C15T2S. 5 anys £3265 
2 E TT S R S; Treble chance. 2 apts 
£45.42380,23 £4165.22 £300.21 m48 
8 Ann No Ma 24 ps mas 22ds 
£700. 4 Dvr, (netting tarred) £4.10 8 
Homes (ncxhrng tarred) £10.00- 4 Mare 
£310 Soar 7 £4640 Pods far 881 
February 1997 Expenses and Comms- 
sorts 43 9%. Lucky MnteS' 14-37-1-29 
23-21. 


SAiUNG 


Thiercelin 
holds off 


compatriot 


AFTER racing non-stop round 
the world, and covering 25,000 
nautical miles, two French¬ 
men, Marc Thiercelin and 
Herve Laurent, finished the 
Vendee Globe Challenge with¬ 
in an hour of each other 
yesterday (Edward Gorman 
writes). 

Thiercelin arrived at Les 
Sables d’Olonne. on die Biscay 
coast, just before 7J0ara to 
claim second place behind 
Christophe Auguin, who fin¬ 
ished in a record time nine 
days ago. Laurent crossed the 
line 45 minutes later. 

After compensation for the 
time he took looking for Gerry 
Roufs. the missing Canadian. 
Thierceiin’s offical time was 
113 days Shr 26min, just over 
32 hairs faster than Laurent. 
This was a particularly fine 
achievement as Thiercelin 
nearly gave up the race last 
month, after the harrowing 
experience of trying to find his 
friend in the Southern Ocean. 

There a/e now just three 
boats left in the race. Eric 
Dumont, another Frenchman, 
on Caft Legal le Gout, had 
500 miles to sail yesterday. 
Catherine Chahaud, also of 
France, on Whirlpool Europe 
2. has 4,449 miles to go. Fete 
Goss, a British entrant on 
Aqua Quorum, has 4.789 
miles left to sail but he should 
easily beat Chahaud because 
he has been awarded 13 days’ 
compensation for rescuing Ra¬ 
phael DuieUi. 


AVON MSURANCECOMBMAT1QN: Art 
Altaian: Brighton and More Alston 4 
0*fcrf Urtttd a Cardtf Cfty 0 ftrensoa 

area 

WTERNA7TONAL MATCH: baud 0 
Geohanjr 1 (d Ramal Gan). 

Tuesday's fate retorts 
NA1TONWSE LEAGUE: Pina tftvakxr: 
Soirthend Unaed 1 Norwich Qty l. Post¬ 
pone* Onrstei Palace v Readtog. Secood 
(MNon: Backpod I Burnley a Bristol 
Ram 2 Rymouto Anwte 0: Buy 0 
Wtextam ft MteMl 1 Notts County % 
Wdttora 2 Shro»rstx*y Town 0: Wycombe 
Wanderus 2 Peterborough Town <7, Vtadc 
Cfty 3 Ptsaon North End t. Third (Svtaion: 
Bamet Uincoin CSty 0: Cambndgs Ur«sd 0 
Scunthorpe Uhted £ Chester Oty 1 Caitete 
Untied 1; Rochdale 1 Hul Ctty 2; Wigan 
Athletic 3 Oortnglan £ - 

VAUXHAUL CCWFERENCE: 

Olsx Ouartar-final reptey. 

Cet&c o Morecantoe 1 Iasi). 

TENNanS SCOTTISH CUft Fourth- 
ratnd repfaqr: Dundee Unted i Heart cl 
MOothfenO. 

BS.L-S SC OTTIS H LEAGUE: Froft <5 
vhtorr Fs»<M< 0 Aitereantans £ Third 
tfivistarc Farter AWetic 1 Aloe Amtetto 1. 
Postpone d: Rro C ounty v Queen’s Park. 
SEW-PROFESSIONAL WTERNATKJNAL 
MATCH: Ireland 2 England Q (at Richmond 
Parte. Dublin). 

WOBOW LEAGUE: Premier dMalon: 
FrtcMey o BWmd Auckland 4: Rtocom i 
Usone 1. First Altaian: Cuezon Ashton i 

Gretna 2 Cupe Fourth retmfcCcteyn Bay 2 

DR MARTBtSLEAQt^; Premier division: 
AsWara Tmn 1 SUngbcwne 1: King's 
Oty I Wetend cfivtaiSro 
■■ * 9- Rtv Vtf r t l 

■ N iiwNtetali 

(L Southern 


Tdsn a Cupe Fourth round: Sl2bure¥eun 


IQS IEAGLE: Premier Aritaon: 
jft fendgepiaapOi aAtoaneOBratNay 
3 Second dhtatorr Tteuy 0 Edgwtaa 
Town2 GuredtantaaunneeCupeSen9 
■nets, feet leg; Brantree Tomi i Sutton 
Untedq K i ng Mo man 1 Bo^iam Wood 1. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Fsst 
Atepre Boumemoudi 2 Chattel Motto 
i: West Han Unted 3 Queens Pan 


0. 


POWWS cOtTRAL LEAGUE: Prendre 
ShdWd Wednesday 2 Umooi 

u Fks dhtaton; Sheffield Unted 2 Vtol 
aomroeft Aftxjn 0; Swdertond 1 iMdee- 
Omjtftt.Second tSristore Grimsby Town 

GUBEHT LEAGUE OF WALES Comaft'e 
Qay 0 Coney 3 Cup: Quretor-inM, 

wand leg: Mbt CetteTta 1 Bny Town 2 
(Bary sm 52 on aggregaiBi.- 
PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: HunBy 2 Rothes 0. 

J&WSON EASTERN COUNOES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dMetom Bun Tmwi 1 
GoteKai l; Unsod 0 TfaQae 

Uted Z Heuead Team 4 Sueftuy-Tmm 
fes £ UwesUt Town 0 OSS Tbec 1; 
WattonUnfted i HatssehandR a dre ge rel: 
WooOtWlgo Town 1 Great Yarmouth To*n 
0; Wnaham 4 Nowmariet Tumi 0 . 


Henman 


serves 
notice of 


return 


By Our Sports Staff 


TIM HENMAN, with one of 
his 1test performances of die 
.year, beat Adrian Voinea, of 
Ro mani a, 6-1. 6-2 in tile first 
rouruf ctf the Italian indoor 
chanqtimships in Milan yes¬ 
terday. Henman raced 
through the first sd in 20 
minutes with two service 
breaks and broke Vdnea twice 
more in the second set to win 
the match in less than 44 


minutes. 

Henman, from Oxford¬ 
shire, fait the ball with com¬ 
plete authority throughout the 
match, with the most impres¬ 
sive aspect of his game being 
his superb serving. Last week, 
despite reaching die final of 
the European Community 

championship, in Antwerp, he 
did not serve well in aify of his 
marches. Yesterday, 67 per 
cent , of his first services were 
su cc essf u l and Voinea, whose 
head wmt down vexy early 
against Henmaii^ crisp Jut¬ 
ting, had mranswer. 

Vcanea, 24 who has lived m 
Italy for die past seven years, 
is better known for his form on 
day and. the indoor court was 
more to Henman's liking. 

Henman will meet -Petr 
Korda, of the Czech Republic, 
in the second round and 
-should be confident of another 
success, for he beat Korda in 
tiie Australian Open 13 
months ago when he was not 
playing with as much confi¬ 
dence as he is now. 

Henman said that he had 
fully recovered from his defeat 
in Antwerp- “This was the first 
chance that I had to put it 
right,” he said. “T had done it 
on the practice court already. 
tills week, but it’s in the 
matches that it counts. I.got 
some free points and that was 
good for tiie confidence. My 
service went from strength to 
strength.” 

Andrei Oiesnokov, of Rus¬ 
sia. his screams of pain echo¬ 
ing throughout .the arena, 
broke his right leg late on 
Tuesday during hfc first round 
match against Todd Wood- 
bridge, of Australia, at the 
Advanta champicmships, in 
Fhiladdifoia: • 

“I heard an enormous crack 
and I heard him screaming.” 
Woodbridge said.^1 tiiink he 
must have broken his ankle 
joint It was horrible;^ shock 
for me. I never saw anybody 
do that before." . •• 

Chesnokoy broke the tibia 
and fibula in his lower teg and 
dislocated the ankle, accord¬ 
ing to Dr Brad Weiner, tiie 
tournament physician, and 
Doug Spreen, the ATp Tour 
trainer, who attended to him 
an the court 

Tbqr set the ankle- in the 
training room-before an am¬ 
bulance took Chesnokov to 
Graduate Hospital, where he 
was scheduled to undergo an 
operation yesterday. 

Woodbridge had won the 
first set and was leading Klin 
the second set with the score 
40-15 in the second game when 
Chesnokov chased the ball 
several yards behind tiie base¬ 
line and then suddenly top¬ 
pled over. 


WTetLWIC EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Ptatti- 
ore Town 1 SandwoE Borau^i 1. 
COURAGE COUBNB) COUNTES 
LEAGUE: Pranter dMalon: Bedtanl 6 
SanctnjratTownCftVIdnB Sports 2 Cow 0.. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Raft (fr 
vtaion: AFC Lyminaton 2 Bsmarton HMh. 
Hariacyins ft ThBfcham Town 4 Christ- 
church 1 . 

WWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Hrat 
dhUon: Stode Green 1 Hylte LMRed 1: 
Wltetefate Town 0 F ot te stane hricta 3... 
FEDERATION B8EWSTY NORTHBW 
LEAGUE: PM Mvtaton: SouOi ShMris 0 
Bedrigton Terrier* 1; StocMon j Oanrett 

NORTHBWI COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
ftanter dvtaton: North Fsmby Ur«sd 3 

OsssB Aftten 2. Cup: Ffaurih (Ounft-Lsuth 

Unted 2 HuchwlT«rerr£ Pfctarfag Town 2 
.Osaatt Town 4: Pottetea Cot 3 Hafttan £ 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: test 
cfrtalon: aschpooi Rom* 2 NBinteh 


Edgbaston 


to come 


under the 

spotlight 


WARWICKS HIRE are the lat¬ 
est county cricket rfub 
discuss staging floodlit match¬ 
es next season. Surrey said 
last week that they are plan¬ 
ning to enliven their AXA 
Equity & Law Sunday League 
games with loud music, a 
change of name and a possible 
midweek floodlit fixture. 

Warwickshire are also mak¬ 
ing a feasibility study, with a 
view to staging a day-night 
match under floodlights at 

Edgbaston this summer. Den¬ 
nis Amiss, the dub's duet 
executive, said: “Floodlit crick¬ 
et has proved' very popular 
abroad and I think we have 
got to try it here.” 

□ Australia, playing in Sow¬ 
eto, were inspired by a 1 17 -run 
secorKfewicket partnership be¬ 
tween Justin Langer andlMat¬ 
thew Elliot as they recorded a 
79-run 'victory in a limited- 
overs tour- match against a 
Transvaal Invitational XI. 


Posfle poised 


Cycling: Mall Postle moved a 
step doser to claiming the 
£13,000 prize for the best 

climber in the Malaysian Tour 
de Langkawi after the eighth 
stage yesterday. Postle, from 
Cakficot, Gwent, survived the 
longest leg of the 12-day race 
that took the field 126 miles 
along Malaysia's east coast to 
Kuala Terengganu. 

The stage was won by Brian 
Waltoa of Canada, with John 
Tanner, the leading Briton, 
finishing Olmin 42sec behind 
in thirteenth place. 


Drug-disgrace 


Nordic siding: Lyubov Yeg- 
ordva. of Russia, was yester¬ 
day stripped of the gold medal 
she won in the 5km womens 
cross-country.. race at the 
world championships in 
Trondheim. Norway, on Sun¬ 
day after testing positive for a 
banned drug. She admitted 
taking bromantan, a banned 
stinailant-aim-maskmg ag¬ 
ent, but d aimed she had acted 
.alone. - - ‘ ‘ 


Double blow 


Table tennis: Carl Prean and 
Matthew Syed both suffered 
second-round defeats at the 
hands of leading Chinese 
players as England’s interest 
in tiie men's singles competi¬ 
tion at tiie lucrative Qatar 
Open Championships in 
Doha ended yesterday. 


Coadi backed 


Badmmton: England's elite 
squad have signal a letter in 
support of Steve Baddeley, tiie 
national-coach, iafter he dis¬ 
missed Jo Muggeridge, the 
former No I singles player, on 
the grounds that she was not 
fit enough. 


Fred Taylor 


Bowls: Fred. Taylor, a larger 
tha n fife Cumbrian, who was 
president of the English Bowl¬ 
ing Association in 19S4, has 
died in Poole. Dorset, at tiie 
age of 64. 


Towns: Busooitoh 
Boys 1 TraSort (J c 
UrMed 0. 


3 Bocsto 0; Hofltar CU 
CWwroe 1 Rossandaie 


ESSEX- SENIOR LEAGUE: Pranfer £. 
vtetoiE Greet Wtaoring Rovers o Sian- 
etfid 2. 

UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE test 
cMrian HaCslTani Town 2 Shoraham 1 . 
John OTtora Loogua Cup: Fourth round: 

Siteay 4 Wfthdaan 0: Paaoariawn ard Tei- 
acontoo 1 W 1 ck 2 . 

MMBWA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE: 
Planter, dhfeton: Hoddssdon Town 1 
Bractw Sparta 0: UfchworA 0 Artosey 3; 
Miton Kaynas 0 BucWnoham AtfteK 3 
CALOR COUNTY ANTRIM SHELD: Final: 
BNbmana 0 C»tanv*te 0 (aet; CHtonvIla 
wii5-4or porvafcjia). 

BASS IRISH CUP: SMtwound replay: 
Bsngor.O Umavady Unted £ 

ITALIAN CUP: SsmUtaal, second lag: 
Botajp* \ Vkaaoa 1 (Vicenza wto 2-1 cri 


Depth 

i. ‘“S 


Wealhar 

_ Conditions Runs to ®am) 
Piste OtVp resort °C 


I aat 
anew 


AUSTRIA 

5 75. Mr heavy ■ slush 1 rain 5 

. - . . . ( Some _ f y w snray af aSSude; very skishy or worn lew down] 
55 ® ■ fair varied dosed snow 3 

(Best (fra morning; heavy (Blari 

^. 50 T50 good powder good snow 

(rresn snow but mfld (smpera&jres; stff good sjong) 
io SO (air crusty dread .sun 

i HOTS onabte akmg on upper stones) . 

50 2SJ fair heavy at ran 

[Ruiifrtg n resort: snowing on upper skpes) 


Obetguigi 

SOD 

St Anton 


26/2 

26/2 

26/2 

19/2 

19/2 


FRANCE 

Raaie 


Megfeve 

LaPfagne 


^ , te* ' rarted . shMhy- rafa 5 

(Snowing at aftftude but Still wet; poor vfsfbSIlyg 

A A fa lf . slu* ran 5 

pistes toklir® qo ran; snow Ibrscasg 
™. 2 1 ? .9*>d varied ' fair.'. snow 1 

^ tl ^^' 08 ^^<»nd(tk^gxiprawig) 

ITALY lSn ^ abo ^ ^Sliy^popr ws my) 2 

swrrzffiLAr® 

2383 ^ -2,- 333 9°°rt powdeir. fair ' rah a 

St Moritz sn ^ r ^a2^Xkn; wef low) 

Verbter n^novT" * 


26/2 
26P 
26/2 
26/2 
26/2 


26/2 


20/2 

26ffi 

26/2 


Sourca SW Ckib oJ Grasi Btfam. L - tower siopas; u - ^er. an : 
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De Glanville calls 



against France 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


-frJ&ed 


> 


■ »;cCf 


ENGLAND, having cast aside 
the euphoria engendered by a 
rush of late tries against 
Jreland, have become self- 
critical as the dock ticks down 
towards the five nations’ 
championship match with 
France at Twickenham on 
Saturday. Any untidiness and. 
lack of discipline similar to 
that displayed during the first 
hour in Dublin will be pun¬ 
ished far more heavily. 

**We started pretty poorly in 
terms of disripline against 
Ireland," Phil de Glanville, the 
. England captain, said yester¬ 
day. “Not in terms of fool play. ■ 
but because we gave away so 
many penalties. That’s an area 
we need to tighten up on. We 
are very critical of all aspects 
of our game, the spotlight 
never shines on one particular 
individual or another." 

De Glanville, whose own 
game has come under analysis 
since his omission from the 
preliminary British Isles 
squad to tour South Africa this- 
summer, expects little change 
in the French approach alter 
the confirmation of a team 
showing four changes from 
that which beat Wales. Alain 
Penaud returns after injury at 
stand-off half, so Christaphe 
Lamaison reverts to centre; 
Franck Toumaire plays after 
suspension at loose-head 
prop; and Olivier Magne. re¬ 
ceives his first full cap at open- 
side flanker. 

Magne, 23, from Dax. was 
capped as a replacement 
against Wales and is preferred 
to Richard Castel. De 


Glanvifie’s concern lies more 
with his own players, of whom 
Richard Hill will need to- 
confirm today that he can take 
his place in the team after an 
ankle injury. HilL the Sara¬ 
cens flanker, who has made 
such a good impression in his 
first two internationals, did 
not train against the England 
Dnder*21 team al Bisham 
Abbey yesterday, his place 
being occupied by Neil Back. 
The Leicester player is due to 
appear on his home ground in 


Five Nations’ 



Championship 


the A international tomorrow 
but offers the same specialist 
skills on the open ride as Hill, 
"The balance of the relation¬ 
ship between England and 
France has shifted over the 
last couple of years, because 
they have beaten us twee." de 
Glanville said, “The rivalry is 
intense. It will he a physical, 
passionate encounter, but per¬ 
haps without that edge of 
nastinessthere has been previ¬ 
ously." Between 1989 and 1995, 
France lost every meeting with 
England, a spell broken in the 


/ r ;:W 



third-plaice play-off during the 
1995 World Cup.-France won 
the championship match last 
season. . 

“Many of their players’ have 
not appeared at Twickenham 
before so they will bring no 
baggage with them,". de 
Glanville added. "Pierre 
Villepreux [the France assis¬ 
tant coach] approaches the 
game positively and he seems 
to have had a great influence. 
We know from personal expe¬ 
rience (hat he is a great coach 
and what he advocates suits 
the French style, to express 
themselves." 

In the past, England also 
enjoyed the services of Brian 
, Moore, the former Harlequins 
hooker, who took such delight, 
in baiting the French. “There 
is a quieter aura around the 
England pack now," de 
Glanville said. “They prefer to 
do their talking on the field 
rather than off h. Brian's 
spirit his desire to win, was 
enormous and maybe some of 
the players who have not been 
in die team so long haven't 
made that obvious in public, 
but they Jet us know in private 
that they are just the same." 

France travel to London 
today while the Ireland team 
heads for Edinburgh to pre¬ 
pare for the meeting with 
- Scotland. Paul Flavin will win 
his first full cap at loose-head 
prop, instead of the injured 
Nick Popplewell. Flavin, the 
BLackrock college loose, head 
capped in the dying seconds of 
the game with France, is 
preferred to Gavin Walsh, 
who remains a replacement 

The Irish Rugby Football 
Union is expected to an¬ 
nounce details of a long-term 
contract with Brian Ashton, 
who was introduced as techni¬ 
cal adviser before the champ- 
' ionship. Hie farmer Bath 
coach’s initial engagement 
ends after the ’ game wife 
Scotland but negotiations to 
retain his services have been 
taking place. 


StuSoumy (Cctomwre); L 
igota), CurnafeonfEiive), 
9tf), D Voneffl IBrtiei; A 


Abdelatrf Benazzi. left, the France captain, and 
Jean-Clande Skrela, the coach, in training yesterday 


FRANCE: J-L 
LoSamand [_ 

S G&U (Bournrfr), 

Ponoud (Brtw), P CariMtvmu (Brtve): F 
Tbunurire (Natbonoe), M Qafensso (Agan), 
C CaBfcmo (Toulouse). A Benazzi (wen. 
captain). H Morin (Toulouse), O Maria 
(Mortftrirand). O Magne (Dad, P Patous 
(Dax). Replacements: U Mote (Dax), D 
Aucegne (Paul. Q Accoesbeny (States- 
Bodwuxi. J-L JonJam (Toubusaj. - Ft 
Casual (Bdztefs], M da Rougemont 
(Toulon) 



Olaz&hal. right, and his compatriot, Ballesteros, get some early-morning practice as the desert sun tries to break through yesterday 

Olazabal giving recovery his best shot 


IT DOES not matter that the 
1997 European professional 
golf season began m Australia 
in January and moved to 
South Africa in February, and 
that five events have been 
played already. Now that it 
has' reached the Middle East, 
where the Dubai Desert Clas¬ 
sic begins at the Emirates Golf 
Club here this morning, fee 
PGA European Tour can be 
considered to be properly 
under way. 

Just to make all those com¬ 
petitors who have flown out 
from their awn continent feel 
at home, there was a two-hour 
delay yesterday morning 
because of fog. 

Here in the desert, the 
mornings dawn grey and 
occasionally foggy before 
being replaced by a bright sun 
and a sky of startling clarity. 
Then the golf balls arc furious¬ 
ly towards their targets, their 
whiteness accentuated by the 
vividness of the Cambridge- 
blue sky. There is a gentle 
wind and, from fee distance, 
comes the continuous hum of 
lorries and care on the road 
towards Abu Dhabi 90 miles 
away. 


John Hopkins, golf correspondent in Dubai hears words of 
welcome on the Spaniard’s return to the PGA European Tour 


In these parts, the talk is all 
medical First came the sad 
news that David Carter, who 
at 24 is one of the more 
promising young players in 
Europe, had been taken to 
hospital in Dubai and had 
undergone a brain operation. 
This came after fee much- 
heralded return to competitive 
golf of Jose Marla Olazabal. 
after a 17-month absence from 
tournaments, and a surprise 
appearance here by Greg Nor¬ 
man, who had announced at 
the turn of the year, when his 
back was playing up. that he 
would not compete again until 
early March. 

Rarely have so many sym¬ 
pathetic words been uttered in 
support of one player as have 
been for Olazabal these past 
days as he continued to test 
out his apparent recovery 
from an injured back and 
alleged rheumatoid arthritis 
in his right fool “I saw him on 
the practice ground and 1 
thought he was striping it." 


Martin Rowley, lan Garburt’s 
caddie, said. 

“He looked OK to me," 
Renan Rafferty said on his 
way to the practice ground. 
“He looked fine for a man who 
has been out for 15 months." 

“1 think he’s swinging mag¬ 
nificently." Simon Holmes, 
one of fee professional coaches 
who follows the European 


Carter emergency. 


Tour from venue to venue, 
said as he stood by the putting 
green. “He is in good shape. 
He has definitely not been 
sitting about. 1 watched him 
for a few holes the other day 
and I thought his short game 
looked really good. When he 
walks, you can see he is 
favouring one leg slightly." 

“It's a pleasure to see him 
back on the scene again." 
Roger Chapman said as he 
made his way back to fee 


£15 million clubhouse “He 
will give it a bit of a lift. At the 
end of last year, things were 
not going quite right in terms 
of pubic relations. The tour 
needs him.” 

Colin Montgomerie, the de¬ 
fending champion, said: “He’s 
had a bit of an upheaval, 
hasn't he, but I flunk it’s great 
he's back- He is making this a 
bit of a tesr to see if he can go to 
America next month, and 
good luck to him. If he makes 
fee cut here, it will be a 
monumental achievement 
after not having had any 
competitive golf. Forget the 
Ryder Cup. It's a bit more than 
feat, isn’t it? It* his career," 

Norman brought wife him 
news of golf in the United 
States. “I hear all fee players 
talking now and it’s Tiger. 
Tiger, Tiger." he said, refer¬ 
ring to Tiger Woods, fee 21- 
year-old prodigy ranked No 15 
in fee world. “From my point 
of view. It’s great for the game 
and it will be interesting to see 


how he continues for the next 
two decades or whatever. He 
has really turned fee game 
round for all of us." 

After mildly disappointing 
results in the two events in 
Australia. Montgomerie is 
hoping that a new putter, a 
Callaway this rime, will en¬ 
able him to repeat the victory 
here fear he achieved last year. 
He is 35 under par for his past 
eight rounds over this course 
and as clear as a bell in his 
memory is the way that, in 
1996. he hit a driver from rite 
fairway to set up a birdie four 
on the 72nd hole and beat 
Miguel Angel JimGnez. 

Pew can chip as well as 
Olazabal or drive as straight 
as Norman. Fewer still can hit 
their fairway woods as well as 
Montgomerie. It is one of fee 
game's thrilling sights to see 
fee glint of his metal driver as 
he prepares to play from the 
middle of a fairway. Earlier 
this week, he hit four shots 
from the same spot as he had 
hit feat famous driver stroke 
last year. All four cleared the 
water, all four reached the 
green and one even disap¬ 
peared into the hole. 


.rive 







RUGBYLEAGUE 

West eyes 
vacancy 
at Halifax 

By Christopher Irvine 

\ 

* SINCE his dismissal by Wig¬ 
an ten days ago, Graeme West 
has already made one success¬ 
ful return to Central Park, in 
charge of Wigan Schools 
under-16 team. He could be 
back next month as the coach 
of Halifax Blue Sox following 
fee departure yesterday of 
Steve Simms after nearly three 
years atThnnn Hall. 

West heads the list of candi¬ 
dates for the vacancy at Hali¬ 
fax. whose first game in this 
year’s Stones Super League is 
at Wigan, on March 16- Com¬ 
ing up against the man he 
replaced would give an added 
piquancy to Eric Hughes’s 
first competitive match in 
charge at Wigan. 

After his 15 years’ service 
was abruptly ended. West had 
intended to take a month off. 
“1 was going to look around at 
my leisure, but possibilities 
can arise suddenly," he said. 
“Obviously, I would lot* at 
anting. 1 see that Halifax's 
opening game is at Wigan ... 
that would be interesting.” 

_ Simms, the second-longest 
r serving coach in the Super 
League, resigned following- 
Halifax's Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup defeat last Sunday by 
Keighley Cougars, of fee first 
division. 

Under Simms, an Austra¬ 
lian. Halifax ended the cente¬ 
nary season in third pla ce an d 
recovered from a disastrous 
start to finish sixth in fee 
Super league last season. 

“It is the right rime to move 
on." Simms said "I believe 
that I’ve taken fee club as far 
as l can and fee time is right 
for new blood to be brought in 
to build on the firm founda¬ 
tions that have been put in 
• place." 

Hull have broken with tra¬ 
dition by officially becoming 
Hull Sharks, while nostalgia 

WLs up for sale at Water- 
^sheddings, fee former home of 
Oldham, where there is a 
public viewing today of items 
for sale, from floodlights and 

goalposts to turnstiles teid turf 

from the pitch. 


SNOOKER 


White objects to tone of defeat 


JIMMY WHITE, renowned 
for his grace in defeat, could 
not hide a justifiable degree of 
frustration after the ringing of 
mobile phones shattered his 
concentration at the European 
Open here in Malta yesterday. 

White, desperate for every 
ranking point he can muster 
after opening the season with 
II consecutive defeats, was 
beaten 5-3 by John Higgins, 
the world No 2. in a second- 
round match of disappointing¬ 
ly low quality. 

The most expensive tele¬ 
phonic interruption arrived in 
the fourth frame. It caused 
White to miss a red early on 
and Higgins, who had ac- 


From Prat Yates in Valletta 

counted for the first wife a run 
of 83, put together a 91 
clearance to draw level at 2-2. 

Higgins moved 3-2 ahead by 
taking a scrappy fifth frame 
and, although White stole the 
sixth on fee pink, Higgins 
comfortably won the next two 
with breaks of 53 and 74. 

“I thought l was in a billiard 
hall when the phones kept 
going off.” White, dearly an¬ 
noyed, said. “1 suppose it 
wasn’t very professional on 
my part. I’ve got to go home 
and lack myself over this." 

Higgins, while not enthusi¬ 
astic about the standard of his 
performance, was more than 
satisfied wife fee outcome. 


“Willie Thome said on tele¬ 
vision last week that he 
thought I wasn’t playing any¬ 
where near my best I’d like to 
see Stephen Hendry just scan 
to play with a different cue and 
produce the goods right 
away," Higgins, who took 
delivery of a new one-piece 
model six weeks ago, said. 

History had earlier repeated 
itself when Stephen Lee. of 
Trowbridge, defeated Nigel 
Bond 5-1. In outscoring Bond 
398-88, Lee duplicated his vic¬ 
tory over the world No 5 in fee 
first round of the event last 
yearand indicated that he 
could be quite a handful for 
Higgins in fee quarter-finals. 


ROWING 


Emmanuel recapture 
women’s headship 


EMMANUEL returned to the 
headship of the women’s divi¬ 
sions in the Cambridge Univ¬ 
ersity Lent races yesterday, 
catching Trinity Hall at the 
Railway Bridge. In the men’s 
first division. Downing, eight 
lengths dear of Caius at 
Peter’s Post, rowed over 
comfortably. 

Men 

RRST DIVISION; Tfrtjr Hodbpd ChiWa, 
lu & M Trmfly bpd Queens 1 , Pwrtatjca bpd 
Emrrumx*. Rzwfltom bpd Sktncy Stases. 
Setovn bpd Chne Today's storing order 
Downing. Cate. TrirdyJ M^QfitlsIa . 1M S 
3rd Trinity, Queens, LMBC. Chati*..Jesus. 
PBnbrote. Emmanuel Gate, Magdate e. 
Fhzitaum. S«ney Susses. St Catherines. 
Setwvn 

SECOND OMSION: RoMmon. 
Penthouse. LMBC fl bpd K*g'&, 1M & 
Trtidy H ted Jesus B. Petr***e » bpd Oare 
II. LMBCBbpdCtast o Itjud 
Magdalene II Tetley* tertta ante Ctare. 
RcSreon. Paartious*. Downing i. LMBCtL 
ICrw’s. Cate fl. Corpus Orte ri. 1 b» & 3 rd 
TmSy fl, Jesus B. Queens 1 II. J. 

Clao fl. LMBC JB. PMtrtieuse fl. QtWs B, 
Manttetenel 

TURD DIVISION 1 COAT bpd a Catharine's 
B. Girton fl QPd Jesus ^ Dcwnflifl « bpd 
ftotunsai fl. VMlson bpd Corpus pnsBJL 
Ifl&ad Tnnfly W bpd LMBC IV. 
bpd Clan iff Today’s Mutingiweto: 
ntwdftam B. TrirwSSU 
B. Emmanuel fl. OCAES 2 1 

sum fl. >wus m Doertna M Wjw 1 
55£*l Cbrpi* OreJlUst * W ™r 

■ Mac IV. HnmHtorr dare HI- 
FOURTH owtsioitajj^ajiWSSS 
Sussex U. Hughes Hai bp d Knfl » g '„P a f' wn , 
cpd Twuy HaB Al. MagM we Wt b pd 


Damn. 7rimy had III. Sdnty Sussac B. 
Magdalene *1 PervtrcMo IB. *CCAT II. 
’aw«, • CJnefs m. Addenbreeke's. St 
Edmund s. Jesus IV. a Catarina's W. 

FIFTH DW7SSON: Ctuxefal W bpd RotWison 
ffl. la 4*tf Trmriy IV bpd Sktey Sussex IV. 
DowrtnQ U ovrabpd Queens' IV, Setwyn IB 


starting order *Cate K. • WotfEon 
ChunSa IV. RoUreon IB, l* & 3rd TrtnUy W. 
Sidney Suseat IV, Bowing IV. SaMyn »l, 
LMBCV,Queens' IV. Fta*«amID. ia&am 
TrinOy V, lihflyHaflW, Isl & 3rd Trinfly W 
FetmtVHEe HI. Darwin U. CCAT Bl. 1st & 3rd 
Trinfly VU 

Women 

HRSTOMSJOteEmnanuelbpdTnrtiyHal. 
LMBC bpd New HaB. CtarchH bpd 
Newnham. SI Cetanne s bpd Cbria'e. 
Ginon bpd date. Pombrote bpd Sidney 
Sussex. Caius bpd Donntrn Todayfe 
starling order Enamnuei. Trinfly Hcfl. 
Queens 1 , LMBC New Hal. Jaaa. Chur eML 
t ta m ta m. SI CeJharme's, Christ's. Girton. 
Claw. Pembroke, Sidney Sussex. Cate 
Downfla. Sawya 

SECOND DIVISION: let A 3rd Trinity bpd 
Corpus ChttaB. FkzwMam bpd Rotwwon. 
LMBC g bpd Emmanuel if. King's bpd 
WoBson. TrVrty Hal n bpd Si Catatme'e fl 
Today's starring order CCAT. ia end Sd 
Trinity. Corpus Chrtsii. ‘Jesus B. *Mag- 
dtfene. FtawOfem. Robinson. LMBC fl, 
Emmanuel«, Homwion. Pawlum. King's. 
WaHsan.Newnham B. New Ha* «. Trrty Hal 
I. SI Catarina's B. 

THIRD DIVISION: Vet School wartopd 
Sowwn 1 Queens' t tad Hmjhee Ha*. 
Dentin bpd Ginon n. Hometicn B bpd 
Oo«nr« fl. 'Robinson fl bpd LMBC IB, 
Mapdete ne 11 ouertspd Sktey Smax H, 
OucM R bpd Jestc IB TocWa stantog 

onton W school Quaere' fl, Hu?** h dr 
SelwjyjJLDansin. Qfltonl, WE 3rd Ti**yfl, 
Honteon B, Downing II, CCAT U, Magdalena 
8. Robiraton 8, LICC IB. Sidney- Sussex fl. 
Ftarifflam II. Ccrpua CtasO B. ChurdNB B, 
Jbsus B. 

'cferxnot; cfcputoJ postten- 
tutrifl to tcSdv 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Prestigious 
event to be 
revamped 

THE beleaguered Horse of fee 
Year Show is set for its third 
management change in as 
many years with the an¬ 
nouncement yesterday feat 
EPS Events Ltd, an exhibition 
and conference company, is to 
take over the running of the 
event from Wembley Stadium 
Ltd (Jenny MacArfeur writes). 

Paul Streeter, a director of 
Wembley Arena — which took 
a seven-year lease on fee show 
in 1995 — said that ir had 
always been Wembley’s inten¬ 
tion to appoint a specialist 
event company to manage the 
show. EPS intends to bring 
“new vision and approach" to 
the 48-year-old show. 

Andrew Bazdan, of EPS, the 
new manager, aims to make 
fee show commercially viable 
within the next year. Costs wfi] 
be reduced by cutting the 
number of show classes and 
dispensing with dressage and 
“some other classes". “One of 
our visions for fee future,” 
Bozdan said, “is to see fee top 
20 riders in the world compet¬ 
ing for a £500.000 first prize, 
for one class." 





By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Christian Mari was a member of the French team that won fee 
1996 Olympiad. He played with Omar Sharif in fee 1997 
Macallan International Pairs, finishing fifth. He told me he had 
misplayed this hand in the Cap Gemini Pairs two weeks earlier. 

Dealer North Love all - IMPs 


*B5 

V9B764 
♦ B 3 
4-QB54 



*09763 

»A 

• A Q 10 9 64 
*6 


Contract; Throw No-mnnp by South. Lead; atght of diamonds 


Mari played in 3 NT after East 
had shown a two-suited hand 
with longer diamonds than 
spades, and fair strength. East 
played fee nine of diamonds 
on the first trick and Mari 
ducked. Now East played ace 
and another diamond, wife 
West discarding a heart on fee 
third round. How should de¬ 
clarer continue? 

It is extremely likely that 
East has the ace of hearts, so at 
first sight it appears feat 
declarer has no chance with 
fee queen of spades known to 
be guarded by East But if you 
are familiar wife this type of 
hand, you will notice feat if 
South can cash four club 
tricks. East wifi be under 
pressure. After three rounds of 
diamonds and four of clubs 
everyone wilf be down to six 
cards, and East wifi be unable 
to hold four spades, the ace of 
hearts and two winning dia¬ 
monds. So he lets go a win¬ 
ning diamond and now 


declarer can set up his ninth 
trick in hearts. 

Mari recognised this, so 
started with the ace of clubs 
and continued wife the ten of 
clubs. West astutely covered, 
and now declarer was in 
dummy, unable to cash two 
dub tricks without playing 
spades first. That spoilt the 
entries for fee squeeze. 

As Mari subsequently 
pointed out the correct way to 
stan the clubs is to lead fee 
ten. With West marked wife 
length, that gains when the 
suit is 4-1 with East holding 
singleton six five or four, and 
loses only when the singleton 
is fee queen. That way he 
could have cashed four clubs 
without touching the spades, 
and the squeeze would 
operate. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 
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JJy Philip Howard 


TORRY 

a. To tease a bull 

b. A swineherds hut 

c. To limp 

TOSTADA 

a. A thorn stockade 

b. A pancake 

c. A scarf against fee sun 


SPOOKJST 
a- A medium 

b. A money chest 

c. Touched by magic 
TROAD1C 

a. Toadlike 

b. To do with Troy 

c. A trochaic metre 


Answers on page 46 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Webster’s finale 

Andrew Webster clinched first 
prize in the Deloitte & Touche 
Jersey International with a 
derisive victory in the final 
round. His opponent was 
Britain's top female player, 
grandmaster Susan Lalic. In 
the game, Webster, true to his 
strategic style, chose a solid 
defence but errors by White in 
fee opening stage allowed a 
devastating sacrifice on move 
ten of rook for knight which 
allowed Black’s pawns to over¬ 
run the central zone. 

White: Susan Lalic 
Blade Andrew Webster 
Jersey, February 1997 
Modern Defence 


31 

Re5+ 

Kxd7 

32 

Rxl5 

Ne2+ 

33 

Kb2 

Nxd4 

34 

R*g5 

NeB 

35 

Rg4 

Bd8 

36 

FBI 

Be5+ 

37 

. Nil 

Bffl 

38 

h6 

Ke8 

39 

Ra4 

a5 

40 

Rc4 

Rd6 

41 

RC8+ 

K(7 

A2 

RbS 

Nc5 

43 

Kc2 

a4 

44 

RM 

b5 

45 

Rg4 

Nee 

46 

Kbl 

NdA 

47 

Rggfi 

Ne2 

48 

Rbt8+ 

Ke6 

49 

Rg7 

Rc6 

50 

RxfS-f 

h*16 

51 

R>n7 

33 

While resigns 



Diagram of final position 


1 

e4 

96 

2 

d4 

Bg? 

3 

Nc3 

c6 

4 

Nf3 

d5 

5 

h3 

Nf6 

6 

b5 

Ne4 

7 

Nxe4 

dxe4 

8 

P4g5 

c5 

9 

efi 

16 

10 

N17 

OxcM 

11 

NvhB 

Bxh8 

12 

QftSA 

c«J4 

13 

8c4 

Na6 

14 

Bb5 + 

K18 

15 

Bh6+ 

Kga 

16 

0 -0-0 

<5 

17 

Bg5 

Nc7 

18 

Bd7 

Bxd7 

19 

0xcf7 

Kf7 

20 

M 

Nee 

21 

13 

e*f3 

22 

gx13 

Rd8 

23 

c3 

dw3 

24 

bxc3 

Sw3 

25 

Be3 

as 

26 

Rd3 

BW 

27 

hS 

gs 

28 

Rd5 

KJ6 

29 

14 

NW4 

30 

Bd4+ 

Ke6 



KasparoVs record 

Preliminary calculations ind¬ 
icate that world champion 
Garry Kasparov's superlative 
performances in fee tourna¬ 
ments in Las Palmas and 
Linares will catapult his new 
rating to a world record high 
of 2,820 on the international 
scale. Kasparov had previous¬ 
ly reached Z8Q5 on fee World 
Chess Federation scale. 

D Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in fee Weekend 
section on Saturday, 


WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position is front 
ihe game Wolff — King. Waiwn. 
Farley and Williams, London l«8P. 
Although Blade is a pawn ahead. 
While must have been hoping to 
regain ii as he is attacking ihe 
black queen and rhe h7-pawn 
behind ii. However, he is in for a 
shock. What did Black play? 

Solution on page 46 
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CRICKET: EXTRA EFFORT PRODUCES TIE TO PROLONG NEW ZEALAND’S HOPES IN ONE-DAY SERIES • 

England prove equal to floodlit task 

1 . rniai iiu MJtfmm/ r ii l M 



Prom Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
IN NAPIER 

NAPIER (New Zealand won 
toss): New Zealand tied with 
England 

THE strength of a form of 
cricket that this country has 
taken to its heart was narrow¬ 
ly preserved here last night by 
a finish of rare drama and a 
tantalising outcome that at 
least postponed England's 
claim to a rout of New 
Zealand. 

A third England victory at 
McLean Park would have ren¬ 
dered the last two games of 
this one-day series irrelevant 
and undermined the founda¬ 
tions of New Zealand's single- 
minded marketing structure. 
Inevitably, it would also have 
threatened the position of their 
captain, Lee Germon. 

Instead. England's second 
one-day tie. achieved amid 
tumultuous din by Darren 
Gough scrambling a bye from 
the final ball, was therefore as 
much a reprieve for New 
Zealand as it was for England, 
who had looked bound for 
defeat more than once as their 
batting oscillated under 
Napier's under-powered 
flood lights. 

lr had all seemed so 
straightforward when Nick 
Knight and Michael Atherton 
disdainfully cook 52 runs from 
the first six overs as England 
chased an apparently inade¬ 
quate 237, but the twilight 
hour, traditionally difficult in 
day-night games, slowed En¬ 
gland's momentum, and when 
die lights offered little im¬ 
provement. the innings foun¬ 
dered on a spell of mes- 
mericaUy looping yorkers 
from Chris Harris. 

Harris's ten overs cost only 
20 runs and produced the 
prime wickets of Atherton, 
Alec Stewart and Nasser 
Hussain. All three were 
bowled, possibly losing die 
flight of the ball momentarily 
against the white commentary 
box immediately above the 
sightscreen. 

When Gavin Larsen con¬ 
tributed the wicket of Ronnie 
Irani. England were 127 for 
five with only N overs remain- 
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Germon, the New Zealand wicketkeeper, looks to the umpire for confirmation that a prostrate White has been run out in the fina l over 


ing and New Zealand was 
briefly transported back to its 
Utopia, the World Cup of five 
years ago, when these two 
bowlers wreaked such im¬ 
probable havoc. 

Graham Thorpe, the one 
specialist batsman remaining, 
continued to play with admi¬ 
rable composure and found a 
like-minded partner in Craig 
White, who had earlier 
mopped up the New Zealand 
tail with his best oneday 
analysis. Now he was to make 
his highest limited-overs 
score, some recompense for 
die frustration of injuries that 
have punctuated his England 
career. 

The sixth-wicket pair had 
brought the target back below 
a run a ball when Thorpe, 
opening the face of the bat 
once too often, was caught 
behind. However. Dominic 
Cork then joined White in a 


.• WPBP-WATCHINO 

Answers from page 45 
TORRY 

S t) To provoke (and fight) a bnfl. From the Spanish tormr. to 
ght fa bull), to be a buflnghter. “The white Torero — him who 
took the toss/ Sky-high upon the black horns of the Cross,/ For 
lorrying the horned Prince of Death.** 

TOSTADA 

(b) A deep-fried eormneal pancake topped with a seasoned 
mixture of beans, mincemeat and vegetables. From the past 
participle of the Spanish tostar to toast. “Wait for the crunch of 
tostadas — for the next culinary invasion will be Mexican." 

SPOOK! ST 

(a) A spiritualist or medium. Derived from spook. "If he could 
‘get through'—to use the orthodox expression ofthespookists— 
he would find all his opinions on this subject more than 
justified.** 

TROADIC 

(b) Of or pertaining to ancient Troy and its surrounding regions. 
From the Greek Trods Trojan. “In the second half of the third 
millennium. the culture which we may call Troadic spread over 
a large part of Asia Minor.'* 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I... RxeTT and if 2 RxbS Rxel checkmate 
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stand that carried England to 
the brink of victory. 

Their requirement came 
down to 62 from ten overs, 
then 34 from five. Eight were 
needed from the final over, 
bawled by Geoff Allatt, and 
when White was run out off 
the third ball, Robert Croft 
marched in. unconcernedly to 

pull his first ball for four. The 
next, however, splayed his 
stumps, leaving Gough and 
Cork to sprint the single that 
means England will, at worst, 
draw this series. 

As in both previous games. 
England were assisted by the 
batting deficiencies of their 
hosts. New Zealand began 
positively enough — they usu¬ 
ally do — but their innings 
declined through a lack of 
substantial partnerships. The 
first nine batsmen all made 
double figures, but Bnran 
Young'S 53 was the highest 
score. 

New Zealand’s best partner¬ 
ship in the series to date is 63 
and their batting is suffering 
from tire lack of self-belief that 
England have recently known 
so wdL This is not a handicap 
known to afflict Nathan Astle. 
however, and. given the diffi¬ 
culties of the evening, he 
might conceivably have put 
the game out of England’s 
reach with unseemly haste. 

Astle relishes the freedom of 
his opening role to one-day 
cricket He was also much 
suited by the early pace in this 
pitch and, although England 
did not spray the new ball 




New Zealand non toss 

NEW ZEALAND 

BA Young bCadtSck-53 

(129min, 82 bads, 5 lows) 

NJAsttoc Stewart b Gough_34 

(35rrtn. 32 bals, 7 touts) 

*tL K Garmon at Si n wit h Craft .. 22 
ffiOmln. 30 baes.3 bus) 

8 P rtamtaa ran out 


(1&T*L 17 bw. 2 touts) 

CL Calms c Cork bCadiflck ..11 

(17min, 24 baRs, 1 tout) 

A C Parora c and b White_24 

(Santo. 33 batis, 2 tons) 

C Z Harris c Stewart b White_18 

(38mto.32bBn8.2fow) 

G R Larson c Stewart b Gough.18 

f3Srrtin, 27 bate) 

SBDouflb White_22 

(33mtrv 23 baflB. 1 six, 1 four) 

HT Davis b WhBB__1 

(3nto,2baHs) 

GI ABott not out -.—-1 

(Imin, 1 bafl) 

BarasOb11.w4.iib4).... . 19 

Total (494 overs, 208mfo)_237 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-50 (Young 121. 
2-103 (Young 37). 3-125 (Young 48). 
4-140 (Young 50). 5-145 (Psora 2). 


anything like as liberally as 
they had done on Sunday, they 
were continually obliged to 
fetch it bade from the bound¬ 
ary as Astle struck eight fours 
arid faced only 32 balls for 34. 

Both openers needed some 
luck. For the second successive 
game. Young survived contro¬ 
versially, this time on nought, 
when England believed they 
had him caught behind, and 
Astle top-edged one hurried 
pull over tiie head of Stewart 
before being out to a similar 
shot that dim bed still more 
steeply. 

The breach was made by the 


6-178 fParore 14). 7-191 (Larson 3), 
8-233 (DouS 20). 9-234 (Doii 20). 
BOWUNG: Cork 51-420 (pb 4. w 1; 
5 touw. 4-1-21-0. 3-0-11-0. 2-0-100): 
Caddfck 10-2-43-2 (nb 1; 7. fours; 5-0- 
330. 52-100); Gough 10004-2 
(3 tours; 5020-1. 3000, 205-1); 
torn 5028-0 (1 six, 2 tours; 40200, 
1-580); Craft 10042-1 (w 1; 2 touts; 
60251,40170); WNte 5.4037-4 Nr 
2; 4 fours; 40252 1090.0.40029- 
Soars after 15 owns: 75 tor 1. 

ENGLAND 

N V Knight cnib Aloft ...._. 39 

(52rrsn, 48 baRs, 6 fous) 

*M A Atherton b Harris-23 

(81 min, 41 bails. 3 fours) 

tAJ Stewart b Harris_17 

C38m)n. 27 bate. 2 fours) 

G P Thorpa c Garmon b Doufl ..._. 58 
pSfrdn. 61 bafla, 1 six, 2 kxrs) 

N Hussain b Harris_13 

(27imn. 32 bttis. 2 fours) 

RC Irani cDouflb Larsen_1. 4 

(14mh, 8 bals) 

C White run out (Caims/Gwmon) .. 38 
(83mto, 47 bails. 1 four) 

DG Cork not out.. 31 

(52min. 35 bate, 2 fours) 

RDBCraftb Aloft..-..4 

(3min. 2 baBs, 1 four) 


third ball of an immaculate 
spell from Gough. Bowling 
fast and accurately, he'beat 
tihe outside edge on countless 
occasions, and with Croft con¬ 
tributing ten typically miserly 
overs in mid-innings, the early 
passions of a CL500 crowd 
were stilled. 

Problems of overcrowding 
and rowdyism during the 
inaugural floodlit game here 
last year had persuaded the 
authorities to reduce the ca¬ 
pacity and, under blue skies, a 
picnic party atmosphere pre¬ 
vailed. A discernible buzz 
passed through the stands as 


D Gough not out----— Q 

(Imin, 1 bafl) 

Bdns(b2, b4,wfi. rib 2)._iL 13 

Total (8 wkttt, 50 ovwra. 22Ardn) . 237 

A R Crafcfick dfcl not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-67 (Atherton 223, 

2-82 Stewart U), 587 (Thorps 2). 4-114 

rrtape 15). 5127 (Thome 2«. 5174 

(WWe 15). 7-232 (Cork 3^/5236 (Oak 

31). 

BOWUNG: DouR 5063-1 (nb 1. w 5; 
4 tours; 30228. 8031-1); Aloft 52- 
492 (7 fours; 7-2-37-1,2012-1); Dam 
100400 (3 lows; 60230, 2070, 
20100); Harris 103203 fob 1; ana 
spel); Larsen 10060,1 (5 lours; 7-0 
31-1. 30-150); Aalto 2-0150 (1 aix; 
onospefl). 

Score after 15 were 77 for 1. 

Match Dad 

Match award; CZ Karris. 

Umpires: C E King and D M Quested 
Third umpire: E A nbflda Referee: P J 
P Burge (Austria). 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES:'Fkst (Chr- 
istchuch): England won by four wteMsta. 
Second (AucHand): England won by six 
wfcfcate. Fotrth (Auckland): March 1. 
Rfth (WefingKtn): March 4. 

O Compiled by BS FrtndaB 


Germon unexpectedly strode 
out to bat at No 3. It was an act 
of bravado by the captain, all 
the more intriguing, for the 
consequent demotion of Adam 
Parore, the wicketkeeper to 
waiting if Qennop is.fo.beL 
sacrificed. 

In the event, it proved 
nothing. German made 22, Pa- 
rore24, both scores symptom¬ 
atic of an innings that Ml at 
least 40 runs short of its poten¬ 
tial. By the end of the night, 
Germon was being judged not 
on his batting but on the result 
—and thejury will remain out 
a little longer yet. 


BOXING: SHEFFIELD MAN ON ROAD TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGE 


Rhodes heading for quickest belt 


Jitkctrr (ana W) cmvnwTLk arch, arkr/tam footin' and optima! HELP iewb). Includes; 
Tunc*CnMOMandsIIU) ■ Omnibus I & 2(2-3 TterTuacsContisri-tlTfceTtmnTWDR 
-Tbc Tines Jrtikr Edition F»32-87 (I). [Brattos denote number of diskcnesj 
Firs', per nrle/dnkHie: I 2 AdrfitwuJ disks 
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By Sri kumar Sen 

BOXING CORRESPONDENT 

RYAN RHODES could be¬ 
come the quickest to win the 
Lonsdale Belt outright. After 
taking just US seconds to beat 
Peter Waudby, of Hull, and 
retain his British light-middle- 
weight title at Sheffield on 
Tuesday. Brendan Ingle, his 
trainer and manager, said he 


could be back to the ring in 21 
days to defend his title 

A successful second defence 
would earn him the belt 
outright, breaking the 95-day 
record held by Michael Ayers, 
of Tooting. 

If Frank Warren. Rhodes's 
promoter, can find a suitable 
opponent in the next two days. 
Rhodes could be boxing on 
Warren’s bill at Reading cm 


March M. That would enable 
the Sheffield man to break the 
record by five days. 

The rush is on to find an 
opponenL Ernie Fbssey, 
Rhodes’s matchmaker, has 
already supplied the name of 
Nicky Thurbin, of Ilford, the 
southern area champion, but 
as be has not boxed for a year, 
a second dunce may have to 
be supplied to the British 


.1 


' .y' . 4 


championship committee. 
Rhodes^ disposal of Waudby 
was so impressive that it 
strengthened Ingles opinion 
that his man could be a world 
champion this year, perhaps 
in November, when he is 21. 
The title Ingle has his eye on is 
the World Booting Organis¬ 
ation super-middleweight 
held by Steve Collins, of 
Ireland Ingle believes that, by 
November, Rhodes would not 
find it difficult to move up two 
divisions to beat Collins. 

“I've told Steve Collins Tve 
got a man to lick you*,” Ingle 
said, “and Collins said he 
would be happy to fight 
Rhodes if the money was 
right Rhodes is only a baby. 
You see the shoulders on him 
when he's 21." 

Rhodes's victory over 
Waudby certainly appeared to 
show that he bad the skin, 
reflexes and power to justify 
Ingle’s faith in him, if not 
against Collins, then not long 
after his 21st birthday. 

Criming from the same box¬ 
ing school as Naseaii Hamed. 
Warren has every confidence 
in Rhodes. “He will be world 
champion within 18 months," 
Warren said. “People say he 
needs more experience but he 
is so mature, has a great 
temperament and he can 
move." 
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in the Wall 

Nobody could ana* the makers of ®Kj5^J‘S?bsubtiaed 
bong dbsessed withjmwy oOo .^ 
usingadich6arT^^by apairrfhra«ffi.^^ . planmng to 

foaTif James Boyle. Ban 

plunge down market, he has afonS ^pj Hungary in the 
eSm series and tonfehM«i^on **U**™ffi[ i ^ „ 

^iShS? 18 drn^the lQSOsof a 


come in 1989. 


Amazing Grace. Radio 2. JOJDOpm. 

This new series told me something SmS 

in its first episode: that Amazing Grace. P”hapsto m j n icier from 
spiritual, was written by John Newton. 

London. But of course the real tome ^ SS 

beginning as an tsepression of toe plight of 


off tto fringes and into toe mainstream of pe> 
. himself a British icon of toe genre in the 19< 
which is worth hearing for toe music akBie. 


Peter Barnard 


7JXten> Mqk. RadcfiBft BjOO Sknon 
Mayo 12JD0 Jo WMoyi-lfoc&idaa at 
ULaopai NeMobeatxm r3cky Gnrp- 
M4JW KevitiGreaifog 84BN0tMfoaat 
K3Q Evening -Saadon . wMi Stew 
Lamaoq 8^0 John Fiaoi 1OJ0 Maty 
Anna Hates UOdani Dam'.-Paarca 
4JNtemCtW-ttforim.‘i 
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Mk Lester 7 M Wato Up To 
Wogan (Lao Ken Ekuca 1130 John 
Huntplwys USOpni - DebtSs TTntnw 
3 jOO Ed Stewart &08 Chris SSrto 7 jOO 
Fm Sony I Havant Qot a Ouo WB tr 
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A4 times in GMT. Navs ontf» tar 
SJJOan? Europe Today 7.1 501 the gigt 
7-30 Network UK BL10 Words ol Faith 
8.16 Composer ol the Month *46 
Heafth Mattara- 505 Wtorid ftsfoaffi 
Ftaport 9.15 Sports foten^onaj 945 
Sports Roundup 1«k30 B BC Eng teh 
1045 Oft the SheB 11^0 Mencfan On 
Screen 124*5pre Wbrid BuaineBS Report 
12.18 Brttein Today 12J30 Asagnmant 
VOS Outkxjk 200 MuWBack 3JI5 
Sports Roundup 3.15 From Cfor Own 
Corespondent 3J30 Network UK 4.15 
Wbrid Today 4J30 BBC Engfeh «-« 
Biftafo Today 8^0 World Business 
Report 5.45 Sports Roundup &30 
A^kmrvmrTjn Outlook 7^ Words gr 
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CLASSIC FM 




SportsAmarica wUi Alton, Byrd MO 
Spotahop wBh Arttan Goidbeig 1040 ' 
News Tab with Paul Raynokte IIJM 
News Extravrtfo Lucy'Thorpa^12J» Alter 
Hours—Earty CM with Vtncaht HagdiL 
2 JD0am Up All Night wflh RhodShwpV. ; 


TALK RADIO 


’Jamie Crick 7J» Classic- 

im Sonata. Vwakfl (Ceflo Sonata in B 
flat major, RV45) &00 Evening Concart. 
. Parry {Jerusalem}; Martucd (Ptano Con- 
i perfo In B flat ntinor); Parry (Symphony 
No'f In G IOlOO Mfohaei Mappin 
:ltdOam Stifly Pbtoraon 


VIRGIN RADiC 
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and cats in bondage 


A s contentious statements go. 
the opening to last night’s 
Modern Times: Mange-' 
toot took the biscuit; iij fact it made 
off with several bourbons and a 
gypsy cream. "If you lock hard 
enough at a-: vegetable." it said, 
"you can catch a glimpse of all the 
people who*ve come-into contact 
with it” ReaHy? Is that true? In 
supermarkets throughout die 
land, watch out today for people 
meditating in silence a 1 the veg 
counter, frowning closely through 
Cellophane at i mpo rted spuds. 
Tilts will fall silent- HoaUy, from 
the freezer department, a cry will 
go up. “The sea! L can hear the 
sea!" And a man will waye a box of 
fish fingers-aloft in triumph. 

Marie Phillips, the producer of 
Mangetout. was obviously rash to 
generalise from his own experi¬ 
ence. but this delightful film 
certainly demonstrated that if a 
documentary film-maker with ah 
eye for colour looked long enough 


at a vegetable, the result was 
extremely worthwhile. Intercut 
with a ghastly dinner party m 
England fat which mangetout 
were consumed and commercial 
exploitation discussed in a tedious, 
unenlightened manner), essential¬ 
ly his subject was a visit from the 
Tesco produce manager to. .a. 
gloriously beautiful pea-farm iru 
Zimbabwe, where Tesco is held in 
high regard and where, in fact. 
Tesco’s continued approval spells 
survival or demise. If you ever saw 
that troubling old advert for Del 
Monte tinned fruit — “The man 
from Del Monte say yes !"—it was 
like that, only longer. ... 

- In-English supermarkets, cus¬ 
tomers leant an trolleys and de- 
pressingly denied all knowledge of 
the mangetout^ origins. “China," 
they hazarded. wfldty‘ Asked to 
guess the whereabouts of Zimba¬ 
bwe, they were equally duel ess. 
“Africa?" was a lucky hit. buf spoilt 
fay “Is it the capital?" Back on the 


pea-farm, the planting manager 
drew a map in the sand showing 
Africa and Zimbabwe, and then 
explained that the best place in the 
world to visit was Tesco — a “quite 
magnificent country" somewhere 
to the north. Such reverence for 
Tesco was, of course, both comical 
and entirely appropriate. Mean¬ 
while Tesco reaped so many free 
name-checks last night that its PR 
director, sitting at home in mount¬ 
ing agitation, was probably die 
first person ever literally to burst 
from excitement while watching 
BBC2. 

E xploitation was the issue, 
but Mangetout was not a 
dour polemical film; it left 
the viewers some space to draw 
their own depressing conclusions 
about profit margins, and anyway 
its sheer beauty was beguiling. A 
pea-green boat always sounded 
rather dull in The Owi and the 
Pussycat . but pea-green turns out 





Lynne 

Truss 


to be the most vivid of hues. See it 
under solid blue skies, with the red 
flag of Tesco fluttering on a white 
pole, with Zimbabwean children 
singing choral harmonies to “Fare¬ 
well, good friend! Farewell, Tesco!" 
— fold, well, die colour licence foe 
turns out to be worth it after alL 
Last nighrs Counterblast 
CBBC2) was Ukewise about exploi¬ 
tation, but was more serious in 
tone. Site Smith, who runs an 


animal sanctuary, argued so con¬ 
vincingly against pet-keeping that, 
at the end, when ! happened to 
notice the innocuous name-tag on 
my cat paddy's collar. 1 recoiled in 
guilt. A collar on an animal? A tag 
tied to her body, asserting owner¬ 
ship? This was terrible. “Paddy is 
your slave name!" I confessed to 
her, with lip a-quiver. “You are 
kept here under a kind of house 
arrest!” And she rubbed her head 
on the bade of my leg, purring — 
like a Zimbabwean pea-fanner 
saying thank you. thank you, 
thank you. dear, dear friend, and 
making me feel a great deal worse. 

This Counterblast was not 
about the cruelty of bad people to. 
their animals, you see; it was about 
freedom bring an animal right 
which nice, loving owners 
thoughtlessly distrain. 1 kept want¬ 
ing to interject that cats were the 
exception, because (unlike dogs) 
they gladly volunteered for a life 
indoors, but could 1 get a word in? 


No. Ms Smith and her selected 
witnesses took frill account of 
people's affection for their ani¬ 
mals, but still gently informed 
them that their love was selfish 
and must be relinquished. It was a 
real bummer for people who enjoy 
the game called "Thai’s My Ham¬ 
ster's Bottom" on Pets Win Prises, 
I can tell you. 

O ver on BBC1. Lucy 
Gannon's open-prison 
drama Loaders brought 
us a gripping episode two, in 
which self-control turned out to be 
too difficult for a prisoner called 
Childs (he was finally taken back 
to the nick). The main theme of 
Insiders is mutual respect; it’s 
about people with all the power (in 
this case, prison officers) trying not 
to exercise it — and as such, of 
course, is astonishingly unrealistic 
yet rather sweet. The dimax last 
night found workshop manager 
Annie pulia Ford) faring the 


runaway Childs in the rain, when 
he stopped her car. Very dramatic, 
it was: but somehow not the least 
bit threatening. And what a shame 
that a similar scene took place in a 
recent episode of The Governor. 

I vowed not to return to Channel 
4*s Fortean TV, but cm this 
momentous night of pet-guilt, it 
was a matter of some urgemy to 
see the advertised cat-language 
item. If 1 could speak Cat. you see, 
1 could interrogate my bond 
slaves. However, according to the 
self-styled cat-language expert Al¬ 
exandra Sellers, Brrmw , miaow, 
ma, brrro, maiow? turns out to 
mean either "Would you like 
cream?" or "Would milk be suffi¬ 
cient?” — questions which define 
this particular master-slave rela¬ 
tionship rather neatly, l thought 
“You can’t give an order to a cat (in 
Cat),’ added Ms Sellers, seriously. 
“It is grammatically impossible.” 
Good grief. And it had taken her 
seven years to establish that. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (73379) . 

7.00 BSC Breakfast News (T) (78737) 

9.00 Breakfast News Extra (f) (8368263) •'' 
050 Style Chafleoge (1098602) • . 

045 KB ray (6363468). 

10.30 Can’t Cook. Won’t Cook (13737) 

1150 News (T) (6949668) 

11.05 The Really Useful Show (3913718) 

11.35 Change That (5824447) 

12.00 News (T) (6841195) 

12.05pm The Alphabet Game (5527263) 
1230 Going for a Song (7818398) 

1255 The Weather Show (34925244): ' 

1.00 News (T) and weather (71824) 

1.30 Regional News (98859027) 

1A0 Neighbours (T) (20428718) 

2.05 Quincy (8703398) 

250 As Time Goes By (r) (5347824) ‘ " 

220 Noble Castles (8755981) ... 

&30 Playdays (1237008) 3.50 Wham! Bam! 
Strawberry Jam! (7025602) 4.05 Casper 
Classics (2009640) 4.10 Rugrais 

(9324282) 4.35 The Realty Wild Show 
(6825176) &0O Newsround (T) (7782244) 
5.10 Grange m (1072718) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (908783) 

6.00 News (T) and. weather (756) 

630 Newsroom South East (468) 

7.00 Watchdog (I)(675Q 
730 EasffindersRjcky finds himsrif in a spot 
□I bother, and only PM Is in arty position 
to help rim oi. Ruth confronts Martin 
i over the whereabouts of some missing 

* money (T) (992) 

8.00 WUdBfe oh One Insight into how the 
Lengri volcano in East Africa dominates 
all fife in the surrounding area (T) (178) 

8.30 E5838BH A Perfect State New comedy. 
MBW i Si series about a local • 
community’s recentiy-ctisccwared status 
fotawng an ovBreight in the Domesday 
Book. With Gwen Taylor. David hSchoOs. 
Richard Hope and Alan David (T) (4911). 

9.00 Party PoRBcal Broadcast by the Liberal 
Democrats (948331) 

9JJ5 News (T) and weather (919669) 

935 Chalk Eric is interviewed tor the job of 
headmader, but soon begins to wonder 
just how far hell have to go to get it (T) 
(964379) . s. 

10.05 The X Hies Mulder aid Saiiy are called 
in to Investigate the brutal murder of an 
overweight woman who cfled on a blind 
dale arranged via the Internet (T) 
(235737) • 

1030 Question 7foe Transport Secretary Sfr 
George Young, Shadow Northern Ireland 
Secretary Wo Mowlam, leader at the 
Scottish National Party Alex Salmon and 
the liberal Democrats' Agriculture 
spokesman Paul Tyler answer questions 
pos ed by audience members in 
Southampton (T) (849089) 

1130 The Mis Merton Show Wjth guests film 
dreetor Michael Winner and Teresa 
Gorman MP W P) (193737) 

1230am By-Section Special: WirraJ South 
David Dimblefcy and Peter Snow present 
coverage of the result and ks impfeatioas 
(548022) . 

235 Weather (5910935) ' 


Vktoonua+ and the Video P h aCod ea 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
Bsting ere Video PtaGode”* numbers, which 
atow you to programme your video recorder 
Instantly with a \AteoP'his+“ handset Tap in 
the Video PtueCode fcx the programme you 
wish to record. Vitopto+ n, Buscode (*H. 
and Video Prog ram mer are trad emark * 
Gemstar Development Ltd. 


. fttoan Open t/nfrefsHy:- Body . Plans 

- - (6222621) &25 Insect Diversity 

(6341756) 6-50 MoJJuscs, Mechanisms 
and M inds (5201692) 7.15 News 
. - (6385008) 730 Captain Caveman and 
the Teat Angels (1294602) 735 Blue 
1 . Peter' (r) (7898447) 830 Wishing, 
-f - . (7250060) 835 The Record (3704379) 

. 9.00 The Scterjse Cofiection (1016008) 
935 dob Bar* (8544602) 9A0 

Megamaths* (2873485) 1030 Playdays 
(30089) 1030 Storytime (2147981) 1045 
-..-.The Experimenter (4917602) 1135 
Space Ark (6920534) 11.15 In Living 
“ -Memory (2948756) 1135 Landmarks 
(5831737) 1135 Techno (1264331) 

• 12.15pm Qrinze Minutes Plus (1820814) 
1230 Working Lunch (22973) 1.00 
.LHeschoo! (24154843) 135 Isabel 
(15523602) ,- . 1.45 'Numbertime 
(98838176) 230 Wishing (33382814) 
210 Everyone's Got One (9731244) 3.00 
News (T) (4155927) 3.05 Vtes&rinslfir 
335 News ( T) (2342282) 4.00 Today’s 
the Day (621) 430 Ready, Steady, Cook 
(805) 530 Esther (4S34) 530 The Village 
(358224) 535 Turning Points ( 1 ) (761718) 
6.00 Star Trek: Deep. Space Nine (T) 
.(540H4) ;•••" 

&45 Quantum Leap (r) £11973) 

730 Hist Sight: Boxing Ctever Henry Bonsu 
reports on an experiment giving a chance 
to young people deemed out of control 
@34) WALES: Surely Some Kflstate? 
EAST: Matter of Fact MIDLANDS^ 
Midlands Report NCKTH/NORTH 
EAST/NORTH WEST/SOUTH WEST/ 
WEST: Close Up SOUTH: Southern's 
Surety Some Mistake? Sir 
BMflffll PsterParkBr recalls the launch 
of Bffs Advanced Passenger Train (T) 

' (4878) 

830Top Gear Tiff Needefl puts the Mcndeo 
and Vbctra through their paces (T) (2553) 
9.00 Third Reck fraorfin Sun Dr Abight's 
joy at receiving a prestigious award is' 
dampened by hairing to. drive to the 
■'* ceremony fn a sncwSomi '(T) (261534) ' 



Brazilian tribal Inrfians (935pm) 


935 


Horizon: Psychedelic 

_ _ Science Scientists' efforts to 
make research into the effects of 
psychedelic drugs respectable. (T) 
. (251089).- . 

10.15 Before I pie Eileen Lindsay talks about 

w2h cancer (891244) 

1035 Party PoBBcal Broadcast By the liberal 
Democrats (165331) 

1030 Newsnfght (T) (395843) 

11.15 Late Review (697973) 

1230 Mickey Run (31454) 

1230am Learning Zone: Open University: 
Athens {80035^1.00 The Enfightenment 
' 0^4799) 130 Cultures ot the WaSrman 

{88888) 24» Elective Communication 
• (70225)3.00 Languages Sueno6-Wbrtd 
Spanish (231191 5L00 The Small 
- . Business Programme (74041) 




Sturdy Some Mistake? ' 

BBC2,8JOOpm (Wales. 730pm; not Scotland 
or Northern Ireland) 

Tonight's business bloomers belong to two 
very different captains of industry, united 
only .in their willingness to recall their less 
than finest hours. Sir Peter Parker was 
running British Rail during its ifl-fated 
experiment with the Advanced Passenger 
Train. It was not his fault that the famous 
tilting mechanism left passengers feeling 
gueasy or that this brilliant piece of high 
technology broke down on its inaugural run. 
But it was his derision to launch the APT; 
when deady it was not ready. Today it lies in 
a siding, hired our fair children’s parties. The 
other red face belongs to the entrepreneur 
Frank Warren. His London Arena in 
Docklands attracted big names from Sinatra 
to ftvarotti but was scuppered by its 
inaccessibility. An entertaining series is 
enhanced by splendid cartoons from Trog. 

SbopTiBYoa Drop 
Channel 4 . SjOOpm 

A trio to the supermarket, you may think, is 
simply a matter of loading the trolley basket 
writing ihe cheque and beating it bade to the 
car park as soon as possible. Not a bit of it at 
least according to psychologists who have 
studied shopping behaviour. These folk pick 
up every move and gesture and erect 
elaborate theories around them. Before the 
series is more than a few minutes old, h is 
talking about “purchase interaction 
analysis". Some of the insights seem 



usefully, the film looks at the differences in 
supermarket behaviour between men and 
women. It is not so much about who wears 
the trousers as who pushes the trolley. 

A Perfect State 
BBC). 830pm 

A Euro-sceptic sitcom was only a matter of 
time and A Perfect State is such a 
comprehensive Brusseb-basher that it could 
have been written by BUI Cash or Teresa 
Gorman. The actual author is Michael 
Aitkeas. of Waiting For God, and the show 
stars the ew-exceuent Gwen Taylor as the 
forthright deputy mayor of a seaside town, 
leading the citizens in protest against 
European Community fishing quotas. But 
things go further than a man* through the 
streets, suggesting that Ailkens might have 
been refresnirig himself about a certain 
Ealing comedy; Certainly, the discovery that 
the town of Flatby has never been part of 
Britain, can therefore declare iisdf an 
independent state and sucks boo to the EU, 
has more than a whiff of Possporr to Pimlico. 
As yet the comparison favours the film, but 
si towns always need time to settle in. 

Horimm Psychedelic Science 
BBC2,925pm 

Up to the 1960s, when Charles Manson gave 
LSD the worst possible name, serious 
scientific research suggested that psychedelic 
drugs could help to treat alcoholics and 
heroin addicts. But after foe horrific killings 
carried out by the drug-crazed Manson 
gang, psychedelics were banned and 
research came to a haft. In the past few years, 
however, scientists have been fighting to 


not to repeat the mistakes of the 1960s, 
scientists are treading carefully. But they are 
convinced that psychedelic drugs can 
transform our understanding of the 
relationship between the mind and the brain 
and have a positive application as treatment 
and aid to creativity. Peter Waymark 


6 . 00 am BMTV(190Z331) 

935 Win, Lose or Draw (1006621) 

9S5 Regional News (T) (5081485) 

10.00 The Time, the Place (50843) 

1030 This Morning (33334244) 

1230pm Regional News (T) (6947379) 

1230 News (T) and weather (7803466) 

1234 HTV Crimestoppers (34951669) 1235 
Shcrtand Street (7811485) 135 Hone 
and Aw3y (T) (15541003) 130 Afternoon 
Live (20426350) 230 Vanessa 
(30325350) 230 Afternoon Live 
(5332992) 

330 News (T) (7691307) 

335 Regional News (T) (1000058} 

330The rectifiers (7049282) 3.40 Wizadora 
(I) (9730244) 330 Rupert (r) (1226892) 
4.15 Mike and Angeto (9318621) 4A0 
Sticky (3844911) 

5.10 A Country Practice (7382621) 

530 News (T) and weather (290379) 

6.00 Home end Away (r) (T) (276896) • 

635 HTV Weather (943485) 

630 HTV News (T) (176) 

7.00 Emmerdafe (T ) (1824) 

730 3-D The first of a new series looks at the 
pfight of children who run away from 
home (T) (260) 

8.00 The Bill Deakfr and Croft investigate 
when a man and his sister-in-law are 
found shot (I) (7244) 

830 Michael Barrymore’s Strike It Rich 

Game show fT) (6379) 



Green and Kitchen clash (9.00pm) 

9.00 Reckless An argument over where 
Anna's true affections lie results r a fight 
between her (over Owen (Robson Green) 
and her husband Richard (Michael 
Kitchen) (7) (5973) 

10.00 Party PoBtica! Broadcast Lfoerai 
Democrats (7) (809263) 

10.05 News (T) and weather (137398) 

103S Regional News (T) (752244) 

10.45 The West This Week 1387824) 

1130 Frieze Frame Disabled photographers 

who use their work to challenge percep¬ 
tions, discrimination and prejudice 
(634669) 

11.45 Alfred Hitchcock Presents (796447) 
12.15am Bax Office America (r) (7886935) 
12A0 In Bed with Medlnner (7170867) 

1.10 FUrary Business (6456645) 

1.45 Cyber Cafe (7654867) 

2.10 Stand and Deliver (r) (2592732) 

3.10 Jonas and Jury A man sues his former 
room-mate for having a gun in their 
apartment (62976732) 

335 The Good Sex Guide Late (r) (2147770) 

430The Time, Ihe Place (r) (62190) 

5.00 The New Mr and Mrs Show (r) (31732) 

530 News (31157) 


As HTV West except 

1235pm-135 A Country Practice (7811485) 
5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (7382621) 

635 Central News (321945) 

1(L45 Do I Not Like That! (125195) 

11.45 Bagdad Cafe (761282) 

1230am Fumy Business (1120312) 

1230 Ed’s Night Party (7160480) 

130 Club Nation (5884954) 

230 Shift (5317206) 

3.15 Ptenet Rock Profiles (62975003) 

3A0 Stand and Deliver (2139751) 

435 Central Jofafinder *97 (8650206) 

530 Aslan Eye (2270515) 


■j: I.;:- 




As HTV West except 
1235-135 Emmerdafe (7811485) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (7382621) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (34718) 

1045 Special Report (790263) 

11.15 Tales from the Cider County (797176) 
11 AS Traps (601553) 


MEfflDlAr^ 


As HTV West except 
5.10-540 Home and Away (7382621) 

6-00 Meridian Tonight (824) 

630-7-00 Getaways (176) 

1045 Film: Cop (58229737) 

5.00am Freesereen (31732) 

As HTV West except 
12,55-135 A Country Practice (7811485) 
5.10-540 Shomand Street (7382621) 
635-7.00 Anglia News (414350) 

1045 Cover Story (790263) 

11.15 Hunter (122008) 

12.15am Alfred Hitchcock Presents 

(7886935) 


. u »-. -7.-"fc:-- ■ *1 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (66089) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (61447) 

9.00 Bewitched (58183) 

930 Ysgoifon (793263) 

12.00 House to House (20027) 

1230pm Here’s One I Made Earlier (57669) 
130 Slot Metthrin (64534) 

130 Him: Abroad with Two Yanks (65244) 
3.00 Collectors’ Lot (7485) 

330 Ricki Lake (282) 

430 Fifteen-to-One (319) 

430 Howard GoodalTs Organ Works (973) 
5.00 5 Pump (9602) 

530 Countdown (553) 

6.00 Newyridton (658805) 

635 Heno (171422) 

635 Jacpot (927447) 

730 Pobol y Cwm (155553) 

735 Pwy 'Di Pwy? (168089) 

8.00 Pam FiDtiW? (8114) 

830 Dartiediad Gwfeidyddol Gan y 
Damocrafiakl Rhyddfiydol (786992) 
835 Newyddion (997911) 

9.05 A55 (890992) 

1035 Film: Without Warning: The James 
Brady Story (961466) 

1145 Dispatches (228992) 

1230am Film: Welcome to Hard Times 
(433454) 


CHANNEL4 


630am Sesame Street (66089) 7.00 The Big 
Breakfast (61447) 930 Bewitched (r) (T) 
(58183) 930 Schools (T) (793263) 1230 
House to House (20027) 1230pm Here's 
One I Made Earlier (r) (57G69) 1.00 CybiD 
(r) (T) (24149911) 135 The Boat 
(15532350) 

130 Fattier Brown (1954) wtih Alec 
| Guinness. Joan Greenwood and Peter 
| Finch Comedy thrfter based on the 
stones ol G.K Chesterton Directed by 
Robert Hamer (T) (18334282) 

330 Collectors’ Lot (T) (282) 430 Fltteer-lo- 
One (T) 019) 430 Countdown (T) (973) 
5.00 Ricki Lake (T) (9602) 530 Pet 
Rescue (T) (553) 

630New Gamesmester Michael Fish Joins 
Dominik Diamond or the guide to the 
latest software (T) (4660 
630 Holly oaks Maddte and Judo are lured 

into a trap by Michael (T) (718) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) and weather 
(199824) 

730 Hie Photo Essay with Eamorm McCabe 
(821244) 



830 


Supermarket culture explored (8pm) 

Shop TUI You Drop First of a 
four-part series examining 
1990s supermarket culture (T) (8114) 
830TV Dinners (8/9) Hugh Feamtey- 
WhifflngstaJI continues his journey 
through the world of energetic amateur 
cooks. This week he encounters Scottish 
cooking with Josie Livingstone and a 
black-tie supper in Dartmoor (T) (7621) 
930 Dispatches Britain's secret deals with 
China over Hong Kong (T) (276398) 

9.45 Bright Sparks: Just My Size A series of 
ten-minute films by student film makers. 
Just My Size features the lives of three 
people of short stature who are 
determined not to let if interfere wfth their 
plans (T) (606843) 

10.00 Closing Numbers (1993) with Jane 

m Asher, Tim Woodward and Patrick 
Pearson. Although a worn an is fully aware 
foal her husband is having an affair, the 
depth of his deception dawns on her 
when she comes face to face with his 
lover. Directed by Stephen Whittaker (T) 
(436195) 

1135 The Unpleasant World of Penn and 
Teller with guest Dawn French (r) (T) 
(185718) 

1235 The Last Days of Aldo Moro Three oi 
the men behind foe kidnapping of Aldo 
Moro, the lormer Italian Prime Minister, 
speak out (r) (T) (4701886) 

135 Nothing But the Troth Moral dilemmas 
discussed in front of "Judge" Paul 
Boat eng (r) (5881867) 

2-gs Nomads: Kenya — The Year of the 
Clouds (r) (T) (2529886) 

335 Schools (518683) 

5.15 One Week (r) (5101799) 

S30 Backdate (r) (T) (39799) 









• For more comprehensive 
(istmgs of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 

published on Saturday 

SKY 1 __ 

iJDQnm Morrwig Okay p 16485} *00 Ftegte 
md Katfue Lse PE3SD) 1000. Ancda 
Vend (46878) IteO Days of Our Law 
152821 12j00 The Oprah WWrey Show 
816«)) I.OOpa G«rfdotfiTO6C9 240 SaBy 
te&sy ftiphaef (6406D) 3 jOO Jamy Area 
13QQ%4J» Hia Oprah Wfintne* Show 
j366£ mao SX* Trek: The Naxf Gencoun 
6 jD 0 Baal TV (6SS3» &30 Mamed— 
nth 0**er 155531 7.D0 The Simpsons 
5 ,l6tET 7JO M-A*S*H [60271 &D0 Just 
r tBBO) The Marey (WaSI teOO 

F’entekj (82B05) 9-30 Mad About You 
v serai 10JJ0 Chta 90 Hope (29824) 
V 1-00 Star Trtft The Next Generator) 
. s hS337) 1100 LAPO («91Q 12J0«n The 
•- jcy Snon 137867) UOOhfa I** [870942H1 


Hecute 7 Ub Legenday Jwnns 
~ SiXL'SUas {S21817© MO 
t522*HO} KLOO Tek War 
037} 1UD.1XB Show ^0884; 
HA MbcLang Ray [70871511 

KY NEWS- 

orfeWeiQ news couiagB. w«h on 

s how. 2* hours a<Uy. swen Pays a week 

KY MOVIES 

Mmn The Hen wftfi One B wt Shorn 
90S) (50176) SJWThe Ugly ftoefc*" 
963} (88640/ ItLDO TbB 300 SpeitMts 
963] 173671J ttOO TIM Meted Stop- 
Mtw (1980) (78263) ZOOpta C tmntTo 
iMt Story (1994) «99en sao The 
Mr end the Am (1978) (25B&0) 
toWMteod «t Bnto'i B (1993). 
12966531 7.«Q IS TopIO (839602) SOD 
3knpt*TMo(Fota(T9S4l[42Sa462T) 
S Tbe Mori* Steer (354485) 10.15 
e .W. MSB*) (58380?) MSB Aeon’s 
ria 0994 01235G) iJSSm Dooon-. 
- te (1994) (1788839 3JS 
, ESs City (TOSS) (38380770) 

MOVE CTAMNEL ! 

_ ShMrnd SaBy f1*3fo (82379) 
BohottcTte Mows (1993) (95602) 
i flOBtenhp UcOitoftir M sndterfcc 
(Was)' (BS9331) 1025 Bwwtt 



Item (1937) (25394379) 1SOO Smy 
Om for Me P«805) zoofn 

Brotters' DteSny (1995) (187ia). 4M 
RotxAc Tte Uorte (1993) (3447)000' 
HesrtrodSwdepas^ (21282) wx> The 
CSent (1904) (330E7) 1000MmoTOeteh 
(IMS) (335992) 11 j* 5 The Parnate 
Prtndpte-B (IMfl (4556*0) l^tten 
Scanner Cop p»33) f20E751) *0S Tte 
Friends of BdcBe Coyle (1973) (143333) 

4- 55 Heerl and Sonia (1993) 132649935)'. 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

aoopm Paris Hoflctey (19S8J <8903602) 
&00 Tootela (198Z> P910M7) 10A0 
Frencfi C t mnecSo n 9 (1973) PS3C6621). 
IZOO Gain* Sooth (1978) (2102225) 
150am Tte D efla waa (1987) (7374848) 
&45-&2D The Last American Haro 
(1973) (98550*1) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

ConUouoiB . cartoons tram 5am to 9pm,. 
then Tlir Bms as tolkjrre 
9,OOpm North bjr Uo rUaa ea t (19SBJ 
(115*5824) 11 JO Luat tor CBa (1958) 
(25679027) I^Oam Tamil toe Apa Uaa 
-0901) (56880732) 3.40-5JX) itofflya 
(19B3H4783S664) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Sky MawteeGold totes weraH Opm. 
SOOtoi Uouso Tracks (9763534)'. 035 
Quack Aflat* (97828891 SSO. BorfWW 
-(3124262) 7.15 The LBta ' Marnted 
(832346oj 7.40 Ataddn 11337756) 005 
God Troop (74S3QZ7) 030 Tanor) and 
Pwptaa @707331) 040 Tte C«8 tan 

Lamb Chop's Play Along (4457114) 1025 
f*jppa (6351756)11X50 Dun*»'s 

Oreua P938S53) Mc«a Tnefcs 

. [9632466) 11JSO Under the l»i*relh T*e« 
(4*50669) 1234pm Tlmon and Punto 
(29*8447) 1235 The tide Mermaid 

(4470718) 1J00 Flpper (9031766) 1.45 
Ataekto @7905306) 210 Daterina ttrdc 
(77712244) 23S Bor*nra (1620*47) 200 
Quack Aaai (948735(0 325 Tenon and 
Punbaa (234100» MS Odd Troop 
(15494®) 4J>0 Tsnon and Pumtae 
(753324*! 4-« Bbdf Tracp^l^?H» 
Bortaea (9175088) MB Atar W g OBZpffi 

5- 25 Timon and Pumfcaa (b677602J 5J3 
: (Mutegtiuck B183B3) WJoaroCWas 

(4089) 030 6W **0B1S WttMl^STW 7J0 

fW Mgpt CrosateS {597SaKJ 930 
Tenon and Ftenbaa 930-1000 

CckteiQete f3S*47) 


FOX KIDS NETWORK 

6.00am Three Ljtfe Ghosts (7166805) 630 
kvpeOor Gadgrf (95094851 730 Samurai 
Ptzs Cas (SSBi j 7S) 730 Power Papgos 
(5663011) 630 M asted R ider (5278*66) 
830 Crocodoo (5277737) 030 Rraba's 
(afaref (1610244) *25 Why Why Famiy- 
(3846089) 930 Zootteo Zoo (1557534) 
045 Why Why FanWy 11552069) 1030 
RMS's (stand (6038506) 1035 ttty Wty 
Fanny (7755805) 1030 Zoobtoe Zoo 
0187737) 10S5 Why Why TsmJy 
(82970422) 1130 Fnncass Starts and (ha 
J*eel Kdere (477700^ 1130 Pttoccftb 
(4778737) 1230 BOy 9* Cal (5271553) 
1230pm Precsss Starts and. ths Jteet 
Roere (3540486) 130 RnocOrb (5580*47) 
130 My Ihs Cal (8548737) 230 TfiBO 
Ude Qtestt (5761466) 230 tepaaor 
Gadget (38G56E8) 330Samurai P«2a Cots. 
(57400731330Ace Vtexura (»60114) 430 
Casper (3849621) 430 Power Rangns 
(3845805) 530 Masked Rtter (5752718) 
530 SpWenren (3869485] 630 

Gocs a bunpo (38E6398) 630-730 Sweet 
Vatey High (3840350) 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ • 

730am Spots Caere (589)1) 730 Wee¬ 
ding (77802) 830 ftsdno Mens (45973) 
930 Sports Came (69553) 930 Aer ctocs 
(50563) 1030 Go8v Diite C5aS3C — Lfce 
(457244) 130pm FA Cup FSB) Bouse) 
(3339ft 330 lnsrio the PGA Tour (7805) 
330 tan Woman @404) 4 30 We sflriQ 
(1621) &00 Spor® Centre (5006) 630 
Nettsuaers (8260) 730 Gdh Dubai Ctassfc 
(45447) asg Sports Came (187008) 930 
Trars WotU Sport (67521) 1030 Sports 
Cams (57718) 1030 Tgrt Unes (533SQ 
1130 Esarems Sports (14068) 1230 Sports 
Centre &I1B0) . IZJOasn Netbustera 
(750*1) 130 GoO; Dubai Classic (41732) 
330330 Spots Centra (1UXQ) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

830pm Tight Lira (1086006) 930 Sp*H 
tsh FootbeH (1063195) 1130 Bobby 
Chertbays FootbaS Saapbook (4306114) 
1230am-130 Second loninga (37122251 - 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230BaachVbfle)*al (889172631130pra 
Sporting Cleases (86K6811) 230 Rgura 
Skatog' (2633530Q 430 World 0 1 Speed 
aid Beauty P166256S)430Fatal Mondial 
(21888737) 530 Grass Roots Pu$y 
( 68 * 61282 ) 530 Ins**? he PGA Tour 



Stove Martin stare in A Staple Twist of Fate (Sky Movies, 8.00pm) 


(21856069) 630 Beech Vbkytea 

(80913447) 730 Sports Came (6645671ft 
730 League Rave* (43570611)830 GoB- 
Nfcsan Opai — Live (86319350) 1130- 
1130 rcjde the PGA Tour (6502475^ 

EUROSPORT _ ~ 

730am Eq u eaWanfem (42D5S) SSONatto 
Stong (37973) 930 Nordic Scong World 
Championships — Live (1139ft 1130 
Ctoss-CcuYiy SUng. FrUandia HHa 
(739731 1230pm Srouboai&nq (SCSI 7) 
130 Teiw Mian Indoor Tournament — 
Uve (6193350) 530 NonSc SUng (64824) 
630 Sure (36963) 730 Terns. Mfen 
Indoor Toansmem — Liw (156021 930 
Fbmtal: — teraSv Gennaiy (33176) 1030 
Penang (51534) 1130 Oyrnp*: Magazne 
(27992) 11JOSefing (32485) 1230-1230 
Sten Magazine (168861 

GRANADA PLUS _ ' 

ClOObdi Kiypttr Fean (3737806) 030 
Once Upon a Time (804416*0) MS Ovr 
Sactyati (4129371ft 730 Alptuhei Zoo 
(765660E) 7.15 Ones Upon a Tme 
(4617466) 730 Return ol tie Artflope 
(3607447) 830 Classic Coranartm s 
C3052S3I 830 FamSea (220*534) 930 
The Piotes&ionfts (4125QS4) 1030 Second 


Thoughts (839853*) 1030 Two's Company 
(233438ft 1130 )W*j These Wato 
(381619ft 1230 Oasac Coronation Si 
(2308350) 1230pm Farrias (7410963) 
130 Ahion Mater (38)0917) 1 SOHypton 
Factor (88604C4) 230 Drummonds 

(6399263) 330 Upstairs. Downriaira 
(274056ft 430 Doctor Sera (BB05756) 
430 Second Thoughts (6694640) 530 The 
Pratossonus (3581821) 630 Classc Ccro- 
natsn a (6862805) 630 Farrifcs 

(6606485) 730 Doctor Series (356 2350) 
730 Two's Company (68026691 630 
Upstairs, OmnsUn (1660962) 930 C tos- 
mcCoranaton 3(5393114) 938 Good Ute 
Guta (470446ft 1030-1130 The Protes- 
stonais (160384ft 

From I130pnv230em Ilea and Motors 

GRANADA GOOD LIFE 

From 630wrv000 TV Htfi S 
Pram 930*1230 Food end Wto 
Phan 12.00a.00pm HeaBh and Beaury 
From 330430 home and Garden 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

400pm B my gph y ; Boh Hope (34179H) 
SjOO History AJw? Speoal (4253824) 630 
history Alim Special (3999485) 7.0D-B.00 
Biography; The Red Baon (IQfoOSO) 


THE SC1-R CHANNEL 


IMam Tuli&n Zone (67)0074/130Tales 
ol thB Unexpeaed P647206) 230 New 
Htehcock (9930596) 230 Mglt GeUery 
189190031330430 Friday (he 13tfl 

TLC/D1SCOVERY _ 

930am Joy oi Parnng (2534114) 930 
Gnwr Your Own (855)909) 1030 Surprise 
Ctefc (7788911) 1030 Our HCUK 

(2630398) 11.00 Parted House (7825331) 
1130 Th» QW House (7826C60) 1230 
Yfercetfe VepetoCte. (26143S0) 1230pm 
Gramm Ken (4951945) 130 Today's 
Gourmet [1257973] 130 Home Agtte 
(5301*86) 200 Hometrm (5537534) 230 
PurrWirt 10 Go (244846ft 330 IWl 
Cortry (55666E9) 330430 This Old 
House (2443911) 

WSCOVEHY tews ow at 4.00pm. 
430 pm Rshng Adventures U (243971B) 
430 Bush TwAer Man (?4"95D?| 530 
Camectens 2 (5551114) 530 Beyond 
2000 (2442282) 630 WU Thaips (P006094) 
730 Beyond 2000 (5571350 730Mtonders 
al Weather £428331) 830 The Proles&ran- 
<ris (4623373) 930 Top Marques H 
(7845195) 930 Disaster (8351701) 1030 
BanlBlwiheSWes (7079094) 1130 Classic 
Wheels (1267350) 1230 Decewer 

(9545119) l.QOern ftoadstoo (£56683! 
130230 World d Adveniures (4357916) 

UK GPU _ 

730are Teflystic* (75044B6I 735 Ne-gh- 
Xus (3178311) 830 Crossroads 

(9224824) 8.25 EastEntars (7087850) 930 
The (26032*41 930 &ead (67519271 
1030Never the Twain (777766911030 The 
ariivars (263275ft 1130 Jirics Bravo 
(1268843) 1200 Crossroads 12623008) 
1230pm teghteurs (215)963) 130 Easl 
Endera (96076401135 No Place Ur Home 
(5816331) 210 A LKto Bd ol Emery 
(6176*69) 230 three 1%), Two Down 
(E39706O) 330 Teiyaai* (55680J7) 330 
The BSI C452609) 430 Al Crealutw Greal 
ate Srrert (7B58B69) 530 Boto’9 FuO House 
(598345ft 5.40 Crossroads (6609069; 6.05 
EsslEnderS (3883553) 840 BruW Ftrsyth's 
Genersivn Otene 1Bi3Q26eft 730 Ate Ym 
B eing Served? (6648973) 830 Russ Abbc4 
(S38263) 200 The BA (78*7553) 930 The 
Etwafeef (S©K»l 1J1030 Bontend Rwon 
Bites the Bide] (9e9475ft 1135 Mtsn 
Behaving B*9y (9505843) 1140 Akrta 
Ssyte's SUt) (188490?) I2l5«n The Best 
o( Top o( the Pops (304BS77) 130 MUrrd 
Vice (9729886) 130 5hopping (58183515) 


TCC 


B30am Hallway Across the Galaxy and 
Turn Lett (1B992) 630 Ocean Odyssey 
(22621) 730 Escape horn Jupder (60373) 
730 Flash Gordon (72114) 8.00 Batman 
115756) 830 Denres me Menace (14027) 
930 EalMarn Jim (78909) 930 Betty's 
World (41668) 1030 Rorrwaid Ihe Renfeei 
(13973) 1030 Umogoud (94263) 1130 
Dancer Mouse >86669) 1130 Giavedrie 
Kgh (B73Sft 1200 Oscar'a Oichestra 
(18843) 1230pm Art AllaC*. (4548S) 130 
Arm at Green Gaties (33640) 200 Ocean 
Odyssey (7824) 230 Escape from JtprHr 
(9534) 330 Barman (6331) 330 Flash 
Gordon (1379) 430 Earthworm Jm (3)14) 
430-530 Derma Die Mtmaca (9398) 


NICKELODEON 


830m Kfer Tomatoes (7Q718J 630 
Court Dudorta (2519ft 730 Ftocfco 
(6S20027) 7.15 Hev AmUfli (7044089) 730 
Rutrato (35060) B30 Doug (442*41 830 
Antui (76843) 930 ChMren's BBC (67195) 
lO-OOWmzie's House (18*47) 1030 Babar 
(63379) 1130 Magic School Bus (48*851 
1130 Henry's CabYW Cwac CvmOLfl2»'s 
Ubrarys/lcpsey and rnvjmbo (4911*1 
1200 Bananas n Pytsmas (*7331) 
1230pm LMe Bear Stones (74973) 130 
CMdrens BBC (55824) 200 Dr Seuss 
19640) 230 Kissytur (6621) 330 Wishbane 
(5447) 330 Suckin' Anwid 18466) 430 
Bruno ihe Ket (7973) 430 Rugrats \64B5) 
5.00 Srsier Sartor (883?) 830 Moesha 
(7737) 630 Press Gang (7350) 630-730 
Oaug (B6&2) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm E U8 (8076)730 Rosaanne (7114) 
830 fteseanre (617ft 830 Monty Python's 
Flying Carus (8911) ft00 Chews (28621) 
9-30 Tan (94737) 1030 Garry Shanctag’s 
Stem 14806011030 Frasier (6*0001 1130 
The Dewor b On 0046ft 1130 Moray 
Pytoon's Flying Ckcus (14701) 1230 The 
Crrtc (8973211230am Soap (736831130 
Ctews (39409) 130 Tan (78886) 230 E 
UK (764811230 The Doctor Is On (9558ft 
330 Rasta 119645) 3304.00 Garry 
Standing a Short (868481 


BRAVO 


83Dpm Robocop (783*749) 930 Tariri^t 
Zone (78326211 930 Twteghs Zare 
(729518ft 1030 Tout ol Duly (79744401 
1130 FOll: The Orton Held (439753*) 
1.00am Robocop (2540*90) 200 Tour at 


Duly (65768861 200 FILM: The Orton 
Held (2594409) 530 Twrigltf Zone 
/9541393) 230 Tw*ghJ Zone (5643886) 

UK LIVING _ 

630am Tiny Lwmg (8771992) 030 Gbd- 
rags and Glamour 0969534) 9.15 Gordon 
Ekotf (8000175) 1035 Jerry Springer 
(3740089) 1130 Young and ihe Roster* 
(58*1)76) 1135 BrooLBde (6*007027) 
1225pm Why Me? (545991®) 1255 
Tempest! (1738263) 130 Rotonoa 

(9299350) 230 Agony Expenence 

(4083008) 330 Ln« aI Three (B43B7006) 
435 Jerry Spmgrr (5736373) 535 Lingo 
(668938051 530 Lucky Ladders I4087B24) 
630 ) Dream ol Jeannie (B4652B31 035 
Ready. Steady. Coc* (146606ft 735 
Broohslde (1533621) 730 Who's Sorry 
Now? (2959379) 835 Rotonda [4828640 1 
930 FILM; A Burning Paaston: The 
Margaret Mttehea Story (8900060) 1130- 
1230 Se» Lie Down Under (4096391) 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

530pm Pma Tree !6S37Q39) 535 Btor*- 
busiera (1963756) 535 Priae Tone (*09422) 
5.50 Spetocund (926282) 230 Prize Tree 
(562669) «30 CtfChpfiBW (816SB2) &S5 
Prce Time 144246ft 736 Sale ol the 
Century (95006ft 730 FToa Tree (465737) 
730 Gives Us a CUe (761263) 210 Prce 
Time (623824) 830 All Clued Up 1803973) 
830 Pree Tree (6368241930 T>tough The 
fcaytete it77^ft 935 RrCe Tme (S21SS3) 
935 Busman's Holiday (449535) 1030 
Prize Time (6*3669) 1035 Treasure Hurt 
(52CB82) 1135 Prize 7rma (558640) 1130 
Uwo al Fusi Srghi (379060) 1135 Prce 
Time (44364ft 1230 Sale ol ihe Century 
(2791611230am Hart to H art (74 193/130 
Lou Gram u 184SI230 &mry Rwer — the 
McGregor Saga (90420) 330 A* Togrrther 
Now (35138) 4.00630 Fdri Guy (5*041/ 

ZEE TV _ 

730am Jaagran 730 Hews and Euranews 
8.00 Game Aftaane 830 PaVr Jan Bus»- 
ne» Update 200 Ha&ya Tena Gtar Vasya 
930 Euro Zridegi 1030 Sahert 1130 
Cnakratyrii 1130 Banegi Apru Baa) 1200 
Dasiaan 1230pm Sa uda 130 FILIfe 
Naaoebwaia 430 ZEE top 10 S30 ZEE 
Zone 530 Vtown aui Beettf 830 vc odte 
Ae> Cro630ZEE and Y<xr730Ten Bn Qiup 
Men Bfi Qnjp 730 Cmemagic 830 News 
and Euronews 830 Andos 930 Jaed 930 
Hasretarti 1030 Ccremaixtor 1030 Song 
vaaira 1130 Zoc Horror Stew 1130-1230 
Aap Ki Farmach 
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Dunwoody picks up 
Maguire’s plum 
Cheltenham rides 



Twilight zone 
gives England 
cause for concern 
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Englishman who made his name abroad joins Blackburn as manager 


Hodgson ends 
exile with 
Rovers return 


ROY HODGSON, an En¬ 
glishman who has made his 
name in exile, finally earned 
his ticker home yesterday. The 
son of a Croydon bus driver. 
Hodgson will leave Inter¬ 
nal on ale, of Milan, in July to 
become the manager of 
Blackburn Rovers. 

Hodgson is one of the rare 
breed of Englishmen who 
have succeeded abroad. He 
has transformed himself from 
what he described as “an 
inglorious footballer’' with 
clubs such as Ashford Town. 
Maidstone United and Car- 
shalton Athletic, to the highly 
respected manager of Switzer¬ 
land and, latterly. Inter, 
whom he has taken this sea¬ 
son to third place in Serie A, to 
the semi-finals of the Italian 
Cup and to the quarter-finals 
of the Uefa Cup. 

Blackburn, recognising (he 
uncommon attraction of an 
English coach with European 
experience, moved swiftly last 
weekend to secure the man 
who was in fact their first 
choice when Ray Harford left 
the dub in October. Hodgson 
joins on a three-year contract, 
worth, with bonuses, in the 
region of £750,000 a season. 

Hodgson* contract with In¬ 
ter does not allow his freedom 
until July and there seems 
little chance of him hastening 
die departure, given the anger 
in Italy over the timing of 


By David Maddock 

Blackburn’s announcement 
yesterday. Inter were due to 
play the second leg of their 
Italian Cup semi-final against 
Napoli last night and officials 
at the dub were dismayed 
when reporters approached 
Hodgson, in front of the 
players, to confirm the news 
hours before kick-off. “I'm 
surprised by the sp ee d with 
which the news has come from 
England,'’ Massimo Moratti, 
the dub owner, said last night 
Blackburn, for their part, 
were relieved to have secured 
a trig-name manager after the 


Shearer warning.— 44 

Women &fl to ash in_44 


farce which surrounded their 
“appointment" of Sven Goran 
Eriksson. The Swede, at 
present with Sampdoria, had 
agreed, like Hodgson, to join 
in the summer but, after being 
courted by Lazio, changed his 
mind. Everyone, it seemed, 
knew that Eriksson would not 
now be coming, except Rovers. 

Their embarrassment on 
Friday, when his decision was 
finally made official, was 
acute and, with the dub* 
annual general meeting this 
evening, Robert Coar, the 
chairman, had to act quickly. 
He admitted his delight yes¬ 
terday afternoon. “We believe 
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ACROSS 
I Daybreak (4) 

3 Israel trifx: Jacob’s youn¬ 
gest (8) 

8 Cheat of payment (4) 

9 Inclination, bent (8) 

II Unpleasantly modem (10} 

14 Out of erne's mind (b) 

15 Predicament; just pass 
(exam) (6) 

17 Prerequisite (43.3) 

20 (Impractical) perfection 
seeker (8) 

21 Fail to achieve (4) 

22 Peripatetic drinking ses¬ 
sion (3,5) 

23 Incline thin (4) 


DOWN 

1 Carefree urbane (8) 

2 19C US frontier zone (4.4) 

4 Vigour (6) 

5 Racing ruling body (6,4) 

6 Sound mournful (4) 

7 Observe: brief jotting (4) 

10 Analgesic (20) 

12 Yeflow-skin disease (8) 

13 In Memoriom poet (8) 

16 Up-and-down plaything (3- 
3) 

18 Thin 9crap (cloud, material) 

(4) 

19 Plant for flavouring (4) 



Sh British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 

PRIZES: THE WINNER wft receive a return ticket travelling 
Economy Class to anywhere on British Midland's domestic or 
international network. 

THE RUNNER-UP wffl receive a return ticket to anywhere on 
British Midland's domestic network. British Midland offers an 
extensive range of destinati on s throughout the UK as wefl as 
Europe. With over 1,400 flights a week to 15 European 
destinations British Midland is the Airline for Europe. 


Pbst your entry to TinwsTwo Crossword. PO Box 6886. London 
E2 8SP to arrive by next Monday. The winners’ oames and sol¬ 
ution wifl appear on Wednesday. 

Name/Address. .. - - .— — 


SOLUTION TO NO 1027 

ACROSS: I Pitcher 5 Mogul 8 Alter 9 Biggies 10 Time will 
tell 12 Supine 14 Adore 17 Not turn a hair 
21 Wyoming 22 Beano 23 Greek 24 Dukedom 
DOWN: (Practise 2Totem 3H*d-woo 4Rubble 
5 Might 6 Galileo 7 Lush H Heirloom 13 Provoke 
15 Sjambok 16 Frigid IS Think 19 Award 20Twig 
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we have secured the services of 
one of the top managers in 
Europe,” he said. “Roy has a 
great knowledge of the foot¬ 
ball scene in Europe, and we 
believe his appointment con¬ 
firms our intention to be one of 
the leading dubs in Europe.” 

Hodgson has briefly man¬ 
aged in England before, when 
he assumed control of Bristol 
City in 1982 for four months as 
a caretaker manager. The dub 
went bust, however, and he 
was soon to return to Sweden, 
where he had enjoyed his first 
management success with 
Halmstads. With Mahno, he 
won the Swedish champion¬ 
ship five years in a row during 
the late 1980s and he led 
Switzerland to the World Cup 
finals in 1994. before Inter took 
him to Italy last year. 

Hodgson has always, how¬ 
ever, nad a desire to prove 
himself in die country where 
he never succeeded as a play¬ 
er. When Blackburn first ap¬ 
proached him in October, 
before they talked to 
Eriksson, he was keen to move 
home, but could not secure his 
passage. “I am really pleased 
to be returning to work in 
England,'’ he said yesterday. 
“The Premiership is undoubt¬ 
edly one of the finest leagues 
in Europe, and I am keen to 
make an impact back home. I 
am full of admiration for what 
Jack Walker has put in place 
at Blackburn, and I hope I can 
take the dub forward even 
further. There are the mak¬ 
ings of a quality squad and the 
facilities are first class." 

Tony Parkes will remain as 
caretaker manager, but Hodg¬ 
son will immediately become 
active in the transfer market 
an behalf of his new dub, 
making recommendations for 
new signings. His first could 
be Paul Ince, the England 
international, who will also be 
returning home from Inter in 
the summer. Ince has been 
courted by Arsenal, but he 
said recently of Hodgson: “If it 
wasn’t for him, I would defi¬ 
nitely be back in England 
already. It was his arrival ar 
Inter that persuaded me to 
stay on for another year.” 


Time runs 
short to 
save dub 

By Jason NissE 

TREVOR WATSON, the City 
solicitor attempting to rescue 
Bournemouth football dub. 
said last night that he had just 
ten days to put a package 
together to save the struggling 
Nationwide League second di¬ 
vision dub after the Football 
League delivered it a poten¬ 
tially lethal blow. 

The League said that a plan, i 
put together by Arthur Ander- ! 
sen, the dub* receivers, to 
transfer the assets of Bourne¬ 
mouth into a new company, 
was against League policy, 
though it would be happy for 
Bournemouth to play out the 
rest of the season. 

However, the dub. which 
owes £4 5 million, is not likely 
to last that long as the Inland 
Revenue, which is owed | 
E300.000. is planning to have I 
it wound up at a hearing on 
March 13. 

Watson said yesterday that 
he was still trying to get all the 
creditors to agree to a rescue 
deal, but admitted that such a 
(dan would have to be put into 
(dace within the next ten 
days. 

The League said that since 
the 1980s, h has consistently 
opposed restructurings that 
pay off some creditors and not 
others. Under the receivers' 
deal, Bournemouth would 
have paid its football debts 
first and left the others until 
later. 

The League said that it had 
in the past forced Exeter City 
and Gillingham to come to a 
deal with their creditors before 
approving rescue plans. 

Arthur Andersen said that if 
Bournemouth had enough 
money to come to a deal with 
its credit o rs, ft would have 
done so, but that this was not 
possible. 
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Hodgson will be aiming to prove himself in E n g l a n d after enjoying success in Sweden, Switzerland and Italy 



Rob Hughes, whose 
authoritative reporting 
over the past four years 
-has helped to establish The 
.Times as the newspaper for 
- football, is to take on a 
new challenge, becoming 

Orid' Sports Writer. 

He wffl be replaced as 
football correspondent by 
Oliver Hob. widely 
recognised as the 
. outstanding young talent 
in sports journalism 
today. 

Hughes, 52. who joined 
the times in 1993 after 22 
yean with The Sunday 
Times, will continue lo 
contribute his knowledge 
' and insights on the 
' national game but will 
now broaden his range. 

His extensive interests also 
■indude equestrianism. 
National Hunt racing, 
boxing, tennis, motor 
raring and rugby. Hughes 
has covered six World Cup 
finals and two Olympic 
Games in a career which 
has brought him 
worldwide recognition. 



Holt, 30, has been motor 
racing correspondent of 
: The Times for. the past four 
years, a period fit which he 
has covered every aspect of 
the sport, from tbe death of 

Ayrtua Senna to Damon 
Hfllfc world championship 
triumph last year. 

Hob's career began oo the 
Dttity Post inLiverpool 
and be distinguished 
himself Iasi summer 

reporting from the 
England football camp as 
partof the team covering 
Euro 96 so successfully for 
The Times. 

^Hotr and Hughes will take 
up their new positions next 
month. 


BBC announces deal 
to screen five nations 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


Think First 
Before 
You Phone 


RUGBY union* five nations’ 
championship will continue to 
be broadcast on terrestrial 
television by tbe BBC for the 
next three years, with the 
exception of the England 
suites at Twickenham, which 
tall within the.terms of the 
contract negotiated by the 
Rugby Football Union (RFU) 
with BSkyB last year. 

In a deal understood to be 
worth £40 ntinkm, the BBC 
has secured the rights to a 
minimum of 18 internationals 
during the next three seasons 
— the home games played by 
Scotland. Ireland and Wales 
during that period. It will also 
screen 14 other matches 
organised by those three coun¬ 
tries against incoming touring 
teams and thereby sustain its 
unbroken record of access to 
the championship, which re¬ 
mains crucial to its winter 
schedules. 

The sport in Britain has 
achieved a genuine mixed 
economy since the Welsh Rug¬ 
by Union (WRU) has also 
reached an agreement with 
S4C. the Welsh language pro¬ 
gramme, and HTV (Wales) 
that will also be the flagship of 
ITV* existing agreement to 
broadcast the 1999World Cup. 
Welsh club rugby, and any 
other internationals that fail 
outside the BBC agreement, 
will thus also be screened on 
terrestrial television in a four- 
year deal worth £16 million. 

One imponderable still re¬ 
mains for viewers in England 
who do not have access to 
BSkyB, (he satellite company 
parr-owned by News Interna¬ 
tional. owners of The Times: 
the RFU agreement allows for 
delayed transmission of 
Twickenham internationals 
on terrestrial television but 


Five Nations’ 





Championship 

there is. as yet. no word that 
Sky has found such a partner, 
nor whether it w3i make 
highlights of the England 
matches available for a maga¬ 
zine programme, sudi as Rug¬ 
by SpedaL 

In a further agreement,, 
details of which are expected 
tomorrow. Sky is expected to 
confirm that ft has won the 
broadcasting rights fin: tbe 
next five years to the Heineken 
Cup. the European dub com¬ 
petition that has proved so 
successful in its first two years. 
That agreement is said to be 
worth upwards of £30 million, 
to be divided between the six 
competing countries (the 
home unions, France and 
Italy). Sky also has aocess to 
all international rugby played 
in the three leading squrhem- 
hentisphere countries — in¬ 
cluding the British Lions tour 
of Smith Af rica th is summer. 

Under die terms of the peace 
accord announced last Sep¬ 
tember, after a long summer 
of strife between England and 
the three Celtic countries, an 
independent valuation was 
due in be made of the five 
nations' championship, but 
that has not happened. In¬ 
stead each country has, in 
effect, reached its own valua¬ 


tion. Thus England, under its 
£87.5 miDion. five-year agree¬ 
ment with Sky, is worth 
around £13 million a year, 
after subtracting the £29.5 
million that is earmarked for 
the dubs. 

In contrast, Wales, assum¬ 
ing figures of £44 million 
from the BBC, some £4 mil¬ 
lion from S4C/HTV and 
around El million as their 
share of the projected Euro¬ 
pean deal will earn some 
£10 million a year from tele 
vision revenue. Wales turned 
dawn an offer of £5 million a 
year over five years from Sky. 

The Welsh . have also 
worked hard to protect live 
Saturday rugby, by insisting 
that S4C* live match is played 
at 6pm, and HIV* on Sunday 
afternoons. 

“The cornerstone of the 
WRU policy ... was that 
matches should be available 
on a terrestrial channel in 
order to reach—free of charge 
— an audience as wide as 
possible;” Vernon Pugh, the 
WRU chairman, said. "We 
have to make sure that every 

child in Wales is able to see his 

favourite dub and player on 
television, as part of the dev¬ 
elopment of the game," 

The dubs themselves will be 
more concerned with the 
present, given the fraught 
finances of nearly every lead¬ 
ing dub in Britain- "We are 
owfously delighted that mat¬ 
ters are being sorted out but 
as dubs, we would like to 
know howrnuch we wffi get.” 
Stuart Gallacher, the Llanelli 
chairman, said. That is -the 
short-term reality for the 
game* elite in all four home 
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